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Jovis, 23 * die Februarii, 1832 . 



Ordered, 

That a Select Committee be appoinletj to inquire into the State of the Roads 
under Turnpike Trusts in Ireland-, the Amount of Receipt, Expenditure, and Debts of 
each Trust, and whether the provisions of the Act under wliich each Trust was formed 
have been complied with: — And a Committee was appointed of 

Mr. Jephsoi). 

Mr. Henry Grattan. 

Mr. Maurice O’Connell. 

Mr. Walker. 

Mr. Alexander Perceval. 

Mr. Crompton. 

Sir John Burke, Bart. 

Sir Robert Bateson, Bart. 

And they are to meet lo-morrow, in The Speaker’s Chamber, and have power to send 
for Persons, Papers and Records. 

Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the Cotniiiittee. 



Mr. More O’Ferrall. 

Sir Henry Parnell, Bart. 
Mr. Rice. 

Lord Brabazon. 

Mr. Shaw, 

Lord Killeen. 

Mr. James Grattan. 

Mr. Frankland Lewis. 
Mr. Davies Gilbert. 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT. COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the State 
of the Roads under Turnpike Trusts in Ireland, the Amount of 
Receipt, Expenditure and Debts of each Trust, and whether the 
provisions of the Act under which each Trust was formed, have 
been complied with, and to whom several Petitions were referred ; and 
who were empowered to report tbeir observations, together with the 

Minutes of the Evidence taken before them to The House : 

FIave considered the matters to them I’eferred, and agreed to the 
following Report : 



OUR Committee, while investigating the subject referred to them, Rep. Holjhead 
have directed their attention to the valuable information and sug- Ro^'is- 
gestions contained in the Evidence and Reports of former Committees 
appointed to inquire into the state of the Roads of England and Wales, Report on High- 
with the intention of recommending for adoption in Ireland, such parts of “'’,‘^”8'’"'* 
the improved system of Road Maniigemeiit, as experience of its efficiency >5:0.1^819. . 

recommends. Uep. Metrotwliuu 

Trusts. 

In the progress of this inquiry, Your Committee found it necessary to 
extend their investigation into the management of the leading lines of Road 
which arc not Turnpike, in consequence of their being continuations of 
the Turnpike lines. 

Several Petitions have been referred to Your Committee, complaining Petition from Co. 
or the unequal taxation in the county of Dublin for the repair of Roads, of^ubiin, 

'vhich has induced Your Committee to investigate the mode of levy for 

leading lines ol Road, as well by Grand .Jury .Presentment, as Turnpike lirth 0^0^1111, 

1 rasts within that county. 

The co-operation of Turnpike Trusts with Grand Juries, iii opening 
and improving lines of Road, has led Your Committee in some instances 
into an iiive.stigation of the system pursued by the former, and we are 
induced to believe that a clearer definition of the powers and liability 
of Grand Juries to contribute to the improvement of intercourse on great 
lines, is essentially necessary. 



Your Committee have called for Returns from the Turnpike Trusts, 
which are inserted in the Appendix. It may be neces.sary to observe, that 
me Returns have not been verified on oath j consequently calculation.s 
lounded on the amount of income or expenditure are lialilc to error. 
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Evidence of 
Mr. Gridith, Civil 
Engineer. 



46 GeO’ 3- 



Petition of John 
Anders.01) and 
William Buiirne, 

20 June 1793, t'* 
the Irish House of 
Commons. 
Appendix Report of 
Com.; Resolutions 
of the House 
tbeieon. 



Statement of 
George Taylor. 
William and 
F. Bourne, Esq. 
Appendix. 



Evidence. 

Sir J. Cogliill.bart. 
A. J. O'Keeffe, Esq. 



Your Committee have carefully Inquired into the abuses alleged to 
exist in Turnpike Trusts, and have almost invariably found them similar to 
those complained of in England. An interesting fact has been established 
by the evidence of Mr. Macadam, before the Committee of I 8 I 9 , which 
we trust may be turned to advantage in Ireland, namely, “ that the first 
“ effectual repair of a bad road may be accomplished with little, if ajiv 
“ increase of expenditure, that its future repair will be. attended with 
“ considerable saving, although with an increased employment of manual 
“ labour.” The be.st materials for road- making can be easily procured 
in Ireland ; the low rate of labour, and the limited intercourse of vehicles 
carrying more than a ton weight, afford Ireland the opportunity of 
possessing the best Roads at a moderate expense. An improved system 
of management alone appears wanting to ensure so desirable a result. 

Before entering on the su|?ject of what those improvements ought to be, 
it may lead to a better undei'standing of what we have to offer, by dividing 
the Roads into Classes, showing the system of management, and the defects 
in each class, as well as the source whence the funds are derived. 

— The Turnpike Roads under the management of Trustees, com- 
prising 631 miles. 

2. — The Turnpike Roads vested by Act of Parliament in individuals 

for unexpired terms, amount to 139 miles. 

3. — The leading Roads on which mails travel, the cost and repair of 

which are raised under the Post Road Act, by Grand Juries 
on counties at large, and administered under their control. 

4. — The cro.ss lines of Roads between large towns, which are repaired at 

the expense of the baronies through wliich they pass by Grand 
Jury Presentment, and on which mail-coaches do not travel. 

It appears by the preamble of Acts passed to establish Turnpikes in 
Ireland, that the Roads were of the worst description ; the power to 
borrow money was acted on to a great extent under the early Acts, for 
purposes of improvement, which involved the Trusts so deeply as to absorb 
the greater portion of the tolls in the payment of interest ; the Roads soon 
reverted to their original state, the intercourse diminished, and the Trusts 
became bankrupt, notwithstanding frequent aids from counties. The 
number of A^s passed for each Trust within a very few years afforded 
no remedy. The debts constantly increased, and the funds diminishing, 
^ ultimately impossible to raise money on the security of the 

lolls. Ihese Roads are compri.sed in the First Class. 

The Roads comprised in the Second Class were granted to individual.? 
on certain conditions ; those individuals having established mail-coaches 
for the first time in Ireland. 



The principal Roads issuing from Dublin on the north side, were made 
lurnpike by Act of Parliament, many years ago, in consequence of the 
great intercourse at that period, on the northern outlet of Dublin, and 
e num er o villages and villas which were rapidly increa.sing ; various 
Acts were passed almost every year up to the period of the Union for the 
igulation of these Trusts. 



meet the increasing debt on 
hhli»>rrn Hianurc, on .stone, bricks and timber 

ee, which toll continues to be levied up to the present time. 

The 
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ON TURNPIKE ROADS (IrebndO 5 

The Roads issuing to the south-east of Dublin continue free from Turn- 
pike Toll. The inequality ol taxation between the northern and southern 
districts of Dublin for repair of Roads has become a subject of complaint, 
as contained in Petitions referred to Your Committee. It has been 
stated in evidence, that since the toll was imposed on building materials, 
the villages have rapidly decayed on the north of Dublin, while the spirit 
of improvement has extended on the southern outlet. The toll on manure 
has operated most injuriously on the market gardeners and agriculturists 
on the north competing with those on the south side. One of the great 
evils of the present Turnpike system is the want of uniformity in the pro- 
visions of different Acts. The exemptions from tolls are, in some Acts, 
confined to the military and Royal Family ; in others they extend 10 
agricultural produce passing from the farm to the stack-yard. One of 
the Witnesses examined before Your Committee complained of being 
obliged to pay toll for his cows going to pasture ; while in an Act recently 
passed, 10 Geo. iv., an exemption is made in favour of grain conveyed to 
manor mills., although the same produce carrying to other mills is liable 
to toll. 



Mr. Maflington. 
Sir. CnKeeffe- 
Sir J. Coghill, Bart. 

Mr. Stubbs. 

Mr. O’Ciillaghan. 
Mr. Baiiy, 

ilr. O’Callaghaii 
Mr, liiiffingtoii. 

Mr. O'Kt-efie. 

Mr. Baily. 

Jlr. Daily. 



Mr. Greene. 
Bkssiiigton Act, 
sect. 30. 



The power of Trustees, in the First Class of Turnpike Roads, to appoint Mr. Puiroii. 
salaried officers has not been sufficiently limited; in some of the Trusts 
the salaries of inspectors, overseers and treasurer amount to a considerable 
sum in proportion to the expenditure for repairs. 

The difficulty ofinsuring meetings ofthe same Trustees attwo consecutive Griffith. 
Boards, gives rise to many abuses. A proposal to borrow money may be Mr. Purcell, 
rejected at one Board, and adopted at another by different 'J’rustees ; the 
place of meeting being changed, it becomes inconvenient to attend, and BuredJ. 
thus all the proceedings of the former Board may be, and have been, 
reversed. 



Your Committee, in observing on the utility of publishing the accounts of 
receipts and expenditure for the satisfaction of the toll-payers, do not wish 
to insinuate that the respectable individuals who perform the duties of 
Trustees have any motive for concealment. They cannot, however, refrain 
from expressing their regret, that the provisions of the Act of the 19th & Mr. O’Keeft'e. 
20th of Geo. iii. have not been complied with, which enacts, that the ^9 & 20 Gw. 3 . 
accounts of each Trust shall be lodged with the Clerk of the Peace of 
the county in which the Trust Is situated once in each year, and be 
subject to the inspection of the Public. A salary is annually paid to the 
Clerk of the Peace by the Grand Jury of the county of Dublin, to remu- sir J. Coghill, Bart, 
nerate him for the performance of this duty, yet for several years no 
accounts have been lodged in his office, and the rate-payers continue to 
be taxed to pay for services which are not performed. 

It does not appear that any of the Trusts which Your Committee have 
inquired into are placed under the direction of engineers, or qualiffed Mr. Coxon. 
surveyors. The overseers are generally unacquainted with road-making; 
the materials are not properly selected; the drainage and form of the Mr.Gi-iihih. 
Roads is almost invariably neglected. 

The mode of payment for repairs in some ol the Trusts is injudicious and 
reprehensible. A constant debt exists for materials supplied; anacknow- Mr. Purcell, 
ledgment of the sum due is given by the secretary to the contractor, on Mr. Greene, 
which he' may raise money, or if given in pledge for goods, a credit price Sir J. Coghill, Rart. 
is charged: the, Trust is consequently obliged to pay high prices for mate-' 
rials. The system of procuring materials by day labour is also. subject to. 
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Mr. Sniiih. 
Mr. Purcell. 
Mr. Greene. 
Debt ill 1831, 
Mr. Greene. 



Mr. Baily 
Lord Killeen. 



Mr. F. Bourne. 



Lord Killeen, 
Mr. F. Bourne. 



Lord Killeen. 
Mr. R. Bourne. 
Mr. Baily. 



great abuse. When the Trust cannot procure money to pay weekly, a 
credit is establi.slied in some instances with the overseer, who charges the 
labourer at a price considerably above the market value. 

In tracing the causes of the large amount of debt on some of the Trusts 
recently established, Your Committee have ascertained that the expense of 
procuring an Act of Parliament formed a principal item. On the Blessington 
Trust, established in 1829, on 47 miles of Road, the Income of which 
amounts to .£.1,554. 6. 11., the Act of Parliament cost £.1,038.5.7, 
nearly one-half of the present debt. Notwithstanding the large sum paid 
the Act is so defective in its provisions, that the Trust has incurred consi- 
derable expense in suits to enforce it. 

The expense of an Act of Parliament is so disproportioned to the funds 
on new lines of Road, as in some instances to prohibit an application. 
Grand Juries become averse to the impi'ovement oflines of leading Roads, 
unless those of paramount importance to the inhabitants of the county, 
from a conviction that a heavy expense will be entailed on the rate-pajers 
for the convenience of the Public, who contribute nothing to the funds. It 
requires many years to induce a county to make a new Road, and from 
the delay and contests which occur, the original estimate is increased while 
local interests too often predominate over the public good in the ultimate 
direction of the line. An illustration of the fact is contained in the Evidence 
relating to the Ashbourne Road. The original cost to the county of 
Meath in a series of years was £. 10,000, and an annual outlay of £. I’oOO 
levied on the county at large, under the Post-road Act, 45 Geo. iii. c! 43. 
In 1824 the Grand Jury, under the impression that they were authorized 
by law, and to save the county so large an outlay, levied, by presentment, 
the sum of £.300 to procure an Act of Parliament to establish Turnpikes* 
which w^as not passed till 1827. No law being in force to authorize .such 
a levy or appropriation of money raised by a Grand Jury Presentment, it 
was necessary to insert a clause in the Turnpike Act to legalize the pay- 
ment of money which had lain three years unproductive iu the Treasurer's 
hands. 



The Roads which Your Committee have placed in the Second Class, 
forrn the most important part of the inquiry, as affecting the interests of 
me Public, and the rights of individuals guaranteed by Act of Parliament. 
Your Committee have carefully examined into the allegations made 
against the management of these Roads, and although the strict letter of 
the original contract may not have been observed, yet they do not find 
sufhcient grounds for recommending an interference with rights conferred 
by Act of Parliament, without due compensation being made to indi- 
viduals, who embarked a considerable capital on the improvement of the 
great hnes of Road, at a time when all previous efforts had failed of success, 
u ^ “''e searched the Journals and Proceedings of the Irish 

House of Commons ^ Commons on that subject, extracts from which are appencied 

on Limerick Bond, to this Report. It appears that when the contract was entered into, the 
toll on the Roads was insufficient for repairs, and the conveyance of 
the mail was Consequently impeded. By improving and shortening the 
Mr Wm Doncnc L Rmerick mails have been accelerated four miles within the 

hour. Similar results might have been obtained at a later period with 
vantage to the Public, and at a much cheaper rate; and although 
Mlhcient reasons appear for placing these Roads under another manage- 
ment for the future, the Committee entertain no doubt that in adopt- 
indhudLlT®®'***’°" be observed towards the rights of 

In 
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In reporting on the Third Class of Roads, Your Committee feel it may 
not be strictly within the limits of their instructions, but as they comprise 
the continuation of Turnpike lines on the great mail communication, and 
are more defective in their management than the Turnpike Trusts, Your 
Committee feel that no general improvement in post communication can 
take place without including the Roads of the Third Class, which comprises 
those to the .south of Dublin, in the improved system of management, 
which Your Committee feel it their duty to recommend. 

The 45th Geo. in. c. 43, was passed to ensure the repair and improve- 
ment of the great lines of Mail Road. The sums necessary for that pur- 
pose are enacted to be rai.sed by the Grand Juries of the counties at lai'gCy 
while all other Roads are repaired at the expense of the baronies through 
which they pass. Road.s travelled by mails are of considerable inter- 
course, and require large sums, to which the rate-payers in remote parts of 
counties are obliged to contribute without deriving, as they conceive, any 
proportionate advantage. 

It is often difficult to procure presentments from Grand Juries for these 
Roads ; the slighte,st omission in point of form is fatal to such present- 
ments; the repair is deferred to a future assizes, when it is again liable to 
be defeated. The complaints from the Post-office and coach proprietors 
are frequent and ineffectual. Your Committee w'ouid refer to the Evidence 
of Messrs. Bourne, Mr. Urquhart, Inspector of Mails, Mr. Purcell, and 
Mr. Griffith, Civil Engineer. The mode of repairing Roads under Grrand 
Jury presentments is so defective, the facility to plunder is so great, 
that value is seldom given for the money paid. An extensive coach pro- 
prietor states, in his Evidence, that he was obliged to keep an engineer for 
several years at considerable expense, to check the conduct of road-makers 
under Grand Juries, and that more of his time was occupied in endea- 
vouring to improve the Koad.s than in the conduct of his establishment. 

The Fourth Class comprises Roads between large towns on which mail- 
coaches do not travel, and which arc now repaired by Grand Jury pre- 
sentments raised off the lands within the barony through which the Roads 
pass. 

This class of Roads is so much affected by the establishment of 
Turnpikes on other Roads, that Your Committee feel it necessary to 
include them in the Report, and in the recommendation with which it 
will conclude. • 

When Turnpikes are placed on the direct line of communication, the 
Roads leading to the same point, though at a greater length, are almost 
exclusively used by carriers employed in conveying heavy burthens, 
a high rate is imposed on the barony for repairs, to the inhabitants 
of which the Road may be of little importance, while it deprives the 
Trust of toll. Roads of this description are frequently travelled by public 
conveyances with considerable difficulty. Your Committee are there- 
fore of opinion that it will be necessary to include this class of Roads in 
any new arrangement which may be made for the repair of the leading 
Roads, as a measure of ju.stice to the baronies through which they pass. 

Your Committee, anxious to devise a system of management for the 
great Roads of Ireland, which would unite the exertions of gentlemen 
resident in the country, with a class of persons who could devote more time 
and become responsible for the duties assigned them, have examined the 
Trustees of several Roads, and have availed themselves of the knowledge 
and practical experience of Mr. Griffith. 

645. B 2 They 



Mr. F. Bourne. 
Mr. Urquhart. 



Mr. O’Keeffe. 



Mr. Bianconi. 



Mr. F. Bourne. 



Mr. Urquhart. 
Mr. Godby. 
Mr. F. Bourne. 

Mr. Giiffiili. 
Mr. F. Bourne. 



Mr. F. Bourne. 
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Mr. Purcell. 

Mr. Greene. 

Mr. H. Bourne. 

Mr. F. Bourne. 
Lord Killeen. 

Sir J. CogliilljBait. 



Rep. on Holyhead 
Road. 

Kvidence of 
Sir H. Purnell. 



Mr. Griffith. 



Table furnished by 
Mr. Griffilli. 



Number of mile* on 
sthicli Tnllispiiidby 
foil.ulTice. - BS8 
Number ul' miles - 
u>i wliivliTollis 
not piiid - - 1,3S2 
Tntul iiiiiiiber ul' 
miles t>l' Mnil - — 
Ituad - - . S.160 



They all concur in stating, that however useful or praiseworthy the 
exertions of Local Trustees may be, where a suflicieut number can be 
induced to attend, that with the imperfect knowledge possessed by persons 
usually employed in road-making, and from the inability of Trusts of 
small extent to remunerate profes,sional men of experience and integrity 
an effectual improvement in road-making cannot be introduced without a 
total change in the system of management. 

Your Committee, aware of the beneficial results attending the appoint- 
ment of a Board of Commissioners for superintending the Holyhead 
Road, are induced to expect similar advantages in Ireland, by placincr 
them under the care of the Board of Public Work.s in conjunction 
with the Local Trustees ; a system of economy and improvement may be 
introduced under the management of the Board, without interfering 
with the discharge of its other duties or entailing any additional expense 
on the Public. 

The Board of Public Works is at present entrusted with the care of the 
Roads made by Government in the South and West of Ireland. The 
Chairman of that Board is an engineer ; a second is employed in superintend- 
ing the works entrusted to the Board. The expense of additional officers 
or clerks may be defrayed out of an uniform rate per mile on all the 
Trusts, which, on the calculation of Mr. Griffith, would not exceed ^.2. 10. 
per mile; a saving of considerable sums would thus be effected, as will 
appear by a reference to the Table at the end of this Report. 

Your Committee expect that by rendering the leading Roads a pattern 
for the kingdom, a spirit of improvement may spread to the counties, by 
supplying them with a superior class of road-makers to undertake the repair 
of Roads under Grand Juries. . 

Your Committee would recommend a revision and consolidation of the 
Turnpike Acts, which would he best accomplished by the compreliensive 
plan of endeavouring to unite in one Act all the provisions that experience 
recommends, with such new enactments as would authorize the establish- 
ment of Turnjiikes under certain regulations, without the delay and ex- 
pense of separate Acts of Parliament, lo reduce the proposed improve- 
ments to proper form, to select the various proi isions of former Acts, 
applicable to an improved system, will require legal assistance. They do 
not doubt, however, that 'The House will agree with them that such a 
measure is deserving the attention of His Majesty’s Government. 

Committee would recommend that the Roads described in the 
Ihird and Fourth Classes should he made Turnpike, and placed with the 
other two Classes underthe direction of the Board of Public Works ; being 
rescued fiom the control of Grand Juries, considerable improvements 
may be made with a saving to the counties and advantage to the Public, 
ihe sum contributed by the Post-office to the Trusts now established 
amounts to £. 6,411. 9. 2. per year. An extension of Turnpikes on mail 
lines would raise that sum to £.17,78?. 2. 10. 

Your Committee are aware that objections may be raised on the score 
of deduction from Post-office Revenue,’ but such objections are fully met 
ny llic tact, that good Roads are necessary to the improvement of Post 
increase the Po.st-office revenue. In remote 
pai .s ot the country, where the revenue from postage barely covers the 
pxpen.se o l ie mail contract, an additional toll for Roads might prevent 
tlie extension of post communication. ° ^ 

III 
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In such an event, Your Committee would recommend that the Grand 
Jury be required to levy the amount of Mail Toll, if such extension be 
required by the county. A certain income is so essential to the good 
management of a public work, and the Post-office being so much interested 
in the improvement of the Roads as a principal means of improving post 
communication, Your Committee would recommend a liberal contribution 
from the surplus revenue of the Irish Post-office. Since the period of the 
change of currency in Ireland by the 6 th Geo. iv. the postage has, been 
charged in British money, an increase of tax on the Irish Public to the 
amount of per cent, which might be applied with great benefit to the 
improvement of the Roads. 

The surplus revenue of the Post-office of Scotland amounts to Godby, Secre- 
£. 120,000 ; the amount paid in toll for mails is £. 15,000. taryJrishPost-office. 

The surplus revenue of the Irish Post-office also amounts to £.120,000; Mr. Godby. 
the sum paid in toll for mails, only to £.6,411. 9* 2. 

, If the Irish Post-offige contributed to the funds for repair of Roads in 
the same proportion as the Scottish, in addition to the increased postage 
gained by charging in British currency, the Mail Roads of Ireland, under 
proper management, would equal the best in Europe. The expense of 
repairing them would gradually decrease, and the funds of the Post- 
office would ultimately receive a considerable addition by the increase of 
post communication. 

The Roads within the county of Dublin have occupied a considerable 
portion of the attention of Your Committee. The difference in the amount Mr.O’Keeflb. 
of taxation between the North and South side of Dublin, has given rise to skV^Ccf’liill 
just and well-founded complaints, and requires an immediate remedy; ' 

the state of the roads has been described as extremely bad, with ample 
funds for their repair. 

Various suggestions have been made to Your Committee to remove Mr. Grimih. 
Turnpikes to a certain distance from the city; 1 st. Raise a fund for the 
roads by a tax on houses, as at present in the southern baronies of the 
county. 2 d. To establish Turnpikes , on all the Roads at a certain dis- 
tance from the city, and by consolidating the Trusts, to place them under 
the management, of a Board. 

The first proposition is liable to objection, the number and value of 
houses being greater on the South, than on the North of Dublin ; the 
valuation now carrying on under the 7th Geo. iv. c. 85, has not yet ex- Mr. Brown, 
tended to the vicinity of Dublin. In one instance stated in the Evidence, 
the system of house-tax is complained of as unequal and oppressive ; a 50 Geo. 3. 
double house-tax being levied in addition to Turnpike Tolls. 

The establishment of Turnpikes on the South of Dublin, under an 
improved management and moderate toll, and a total alteration in the 
provisions of the Acts, regulating the tolls, position of the gates and elec- 
tion of Trustees on the North of Dublin, would probably attain the object 
of the Petitioners. 

Your Committee cannot conclude this part of the Report with reference 
to the future management of Turnpike Trirsts, without expressing their 
conviction of the necessity of making the Board of paid Commi.ssio,ners_, 

Under the Public Works A^ct, responsible for their management of Trusts, 
and the advantage that would be derived from an Annual Report made 
to Parliament, of receipts and expei^diture, with a statement of the improve- 
nients effected during the year. ‘ 
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Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. F. Bourne. 
Mr. H. Bourne. 
Mr. W. Bourne. 
Mr. Griscoe. 



The lessees of the Roads in the Second Class having intimated to the 
Committee, that they would offer no impediment to an arrangement 
which was calculated to improve the leading Roads in Ireland, and of 
which in principle they fully approved. Your Committee required a State- 
ment from them founded on the Returns, and checked by the valuation of a 
notary, of the conditions on which they would be disposed to surrender the 
remaining term of their leases. They have furnished the followina- 
Statement : ® 



TURNPIKE ROADS (IRELAND.) 

First Suggestion to the Lessees of the following Trusts. 

That the existing Lessees of the under-mentioned Roads shall surrender llicir interest 
“ in these several Roads to Commissioners to be appointed for that purpose on 
“ payment to them respectively of the suras attached to their names.” ^ 



OBSERVftTioNs and Calculations thereon. 

For the purpose of calculation, the following amounts are set down, subject of course to 
the necessary examinution of the details on which they arc founded. 

The only Irish Turnpike Trusts vested for individual profit, are the following ; ' 

1st. The Koadfrom Dublin to KilcuUen . — This is now vested in Messrs. George Archibild 
38 Geo. 3. c. 83. George Jun. and William Taylor, under 38 Geo. HI. c. 83, for the term of 50 years from’ 
October 1798, and will expire in October 1848, so that there remains a period of 16 vp-i« 
unexpired from October next.* 



33 Geo. 3. c. 83. 

B- 37. 

51 Geo. 3.C.92. 

S. 2.t 

Dates of Opinions 
referred to. 

Mr. Saurin, 
iSOct i8it. 
Chief Justice Bushe, 
then Sol' Gen', 

15 Oct. 1811, 

The Hon. John 
Parsons, as Counsel 
to the Post-office, 
Oct. 1811, 

Lord Plunkett, 

1st Opinion, 8 Nov. 

•id Opinion, 24Jan. 
1818. 

33 Geo. S. e. 32. 

For Ihe state of this 
Kond iiid Trust before 
passine of this Act, 

SM Journnls of the Irish 
House of Commons. 
PelitioDS from Free- 
holders of Limerick, 

#1 Fob. 1772. 
DiitoofB.O.nonoghue. 
John Anderson and 
Henry Fortescue, pre. 
senled 15 April 1787. 
llepoft of Poslmiister- 
Geiieral, presented 
24 Feb. 1759. 

Also Petition of .Tohn 
Anderson and William 
Bourne, presented 
20 June 1793. 

33 Geo. 3. c. 3S. a. 17. 
81 Geo. 3. c. 92, s. 2. 



The average yearly Receipt for Tolls on this Road for three years'll 

ending January 1832, has amounted to 

The like 4<f. Toll on Mail Coaches not included in the Lessees’ return,'' ' 
but which is payable under the 31 Geo. III. c. 92. sec. 2. as appears by 
the opinions given on the several Acts passed on this subject by the 
Right Honourable Lord Chancellor Plunkett, Lord Chief Justice 
BusUe,The Right Honourable W. Saurin and the late Honourable John 
1 arsons as counsel to the Post-office, and which opinions are herewith 
sent 



The annual average Expenses for Repairs, exclusive) 
ol aalanes. Rents, Interest of Debts, &c. amounted' 
during the same period lo - - . _ j 

Add £. 10 per cent, on tlie above expenditure for Col-l 
lection and Management - 1 

And also annual Interestat £. 5 p’ cent, on £.8,327.13. 10.) 
RoS ** continuing charge on the 

Rents of Toll-houses, &c. to be assigned - - _ 



£. 

1,382 

13S 

415 

116 



s. d. 
14 6 

5 5 
7 9 

6 7 



4,820 



5j209 6 1 



2,052 14 3 



3.156 11 



Annual Profit to Contractors, on an average of the last three years £. 

Boutnf“w Messrs. Wm. Hawker Bourne and Richard 

Btmrae, by the 35 Geo. III. c. 31,. and will expire as No. 1. in ,6 years from October 

The average Annual Receipts for the last three years were - . 

\ndVaZ on ^ha^R f'" n'' ‘'i.™' “ dm, actor.’ Stage Coachesl 



Carried forward - 



IS appears 
£. 



£. 


s. d. 


4.995 


6 1 


797 


17 loj. 


5.793 


3 



.he* iS: ■“ 

c.ll'«lItion°ariL 7 r™'tL'lHr^'' Taylors' oripnal Eotums ,0 the Committee, and this 

the aobalitotiorof .Tper Mail Coaches, namely f 389. 6. per annum, and^ 

allowed to Captain Tavlor Collection in lieu of the Salary of £.360 per anoutt 

t-aptam , aylp,, n, stated in Mr. William Taylor'i Evidence. 
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Brought forward 

The like on Mail-coaches 

13 Divisions of Road - 

Also on change of horses at three gales upon Mail-coaches, not at- 
present allowed to Messrs. Bourne, though paid to Messrs. Taylor 
under the authority of a Treasury Minute, dated April 1 824, and num- 
bered 5972, herewith sent 



The Annual Disbursements for the same period averagel 
Ibr Repairs “'.J 

Rent foi'Turnpike Gate Houses, &c. 

Interest on Debentures for £. 1,402. 6. 3. - 
Add for annual Expenses of Management and Collec-'\ 
tion, at 10 per cent, on Expenditure - - 

t Annual Profit to the Contractors on an average of\ 
each of the three last years, amounts to - -j 



£. s. d. 
1,882 1 7 

50 - ~ 
70 2 4 
188 4 — 



£. 

5793 

584 



S3 Geo.S.c.SS. s. 9. 
17 &25. 

Anti 31 G6o, 3. c. 92. 
a. 2. 

32 Geo. 3. c. S3, a. 

25, 26 & 27; al.'iu 
59 Geo. 3. c. 108.8. 3 
and Treasury Minute 
dated April 1824 
No. 6972. 



*6,59^ 3 H I 



2,190 7 11 



4,405 16 



3d. Southern jDivmon of the Jshbonrne Road is vested under the 56 Geo. ill c -md .n 

7th &. Stli Geo. IV. c. 66, in Mr. Frederick Bourne, for ai years, from 28th May 1827 mid v sT'p?’ a’ 

to the end of the then next Session of Parliament, and will expire in 184S; so’ that " 

Mr. F. Bourne has an interest for an unexpired term of 16 years from the present time. 

£. s d 

The Tolls for each of the two last years on this Road, exclusive of thel 
Tolls paid on Mails and Stage-coaches, produced at a letlingj - -J *>300 

Paid by the Post-office Depariinent for the Mail-coaches - - - ,^5 

Paid by the Public Coaches and Van - - - - - 



4. c 06,' 



The average annual Expenditure for Materials and 
Labour, independent of Management, for the three 
last years, is -------- 

Add for Management and Collection loper cent, on the' 
above --------- 

Rent of Land - -- -- -- - 

Interest on £.516. 4. due to Consolidated Fund at- 

5 per cent. - -- -- -- - 

Add 2 per cent, thereon for Sinking Fund, payable' 

under 45 Geo. III. c. 43 - _ - _ _ 

Interest on £,184.6.2. due by two Debentures, at^l 

6 per cent. ------- 



£. s. 

541 15 



54 

32 



d. 



Average Annual Profit to Contractor for each ofl 
the last three years - - - - .J 



255 - - 



1,701 - - 



45 Geo. 3. < 



675 1 1 8 



1,025 8 4 



* Messrs. Bourne’s original Return to the Committee was made wliile Mr. W. II. Bourne was suffer- 
ing under the severest indisposition, and in Mr. Richard Bourne’s absence from Ireland, will account 
for the omissions hereafter noticed : 



The average Receipts at Gates, per Return, amounts to- 
Toll paidby Post-office on 10 divisions - - - - - 

Stage-coaches, according to Return made to Committee, inde-' 
pendent of the ^d. Toll - 



£. s. d. 
3,791 II 5 
730 - - 
1,473 14 8 



Gross Receipts, according to 1st Return, on an\ ^ 
average of tliree years - . . • 



£. s. d. 



4>995 6 1 



To which has been since added by Messrs. Bourne: 

For 41/. Toll on Stage-coaches 

Ditto - - on Mail-coaches at 13 divisions - - - - 

For Toll on three Divisions, for Change of Horses, pa3mble hyl 
the Post-office for Mail-coaches, each way, on the Limerick I 
and Naas Road, being 125. per day, but withheld from Messrs. [ 
Bourne under the circumstances stated in Mr. W. H. Bourne’s I 
Memorial to the Treasury, and presented on the 28 June 1832] 

Gross Tolls now claimed - 



797 17 10 
584 - - 



1,600 17 10 
C,59fi 3 11 



The Expenditure on the Road, as stated in tlie annexed calculation, remains unaltered. 

+ Messrs. Bourne will have to discharge out of this surplus income £. 800 Irish per annum to 
Messrs. Maxwell, as the purchasers of that annuity from Mr. Anderson, and if the Commissioners 
purchase, a release of tliis annuity will be obtained. 

t 'ITic amount of the Receipts and Expenditure, as originally furnished to -the Committee by 
Mr. F. Bourne, remains essentially the same in the annexed calculation. The apparent difference in 

<345. Ji 4 the 
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REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Sy Gro. 3. c. 5Sj. 
Forilie state of this 
Bond prior to tfie 
passiiij’ (if this Act) 
tie Jiiuriials of the frish 
?luuse of Coniinnns, 
cnmtnciieiog 28 Feb. 
1731. 

Kesoliitioiisof the 
House uiireed to on the 
4lh May 1780, de- 
cluring it to be in ft 
ruinous stnlc. and in 
many plnces impassable 
fur Ciiiringes. 

Aisn, see Proceedings 
on Act passed in 1798. 
Also Act passed in 
1799, bothof which 
were conducted by llic 
present Karl of 
Shaiiiimi, who was 
then Lord Boyle, and 
Hepresonlative of the 
County of Curk. 

39 Gen. 3. 0 . 52. s. Id. 
St Geo. 3. c. 9a. s. S. 
39 Geo. 3. e. 52. s. 9, 
14 Ic 16. 

59 Geo. 3. c. 108. s. 3. 



41I1. The Road from Cork io Kilworth Mountain Is the e.vclusive property of Mr. Robert 
Briscoe, under the 39th Geo. III. c. 52, for 41 years from the last day of the Session of 
1799, and imlil the last day of the Session which may be held m 1841, so that he has an' 
interest for nine years. And the Annual Receipts — 



Average for each of llie three last years - - - --- 

The like 4 d. Toll as on the Kilcullen and Limerick Roads - 
The like on change of Horses drawing Mail-coaches, as in the case ofl' 
the Kilcullen and Limerick Roads ------ -j 


£. s. d. 
2,024 - Q 
292 - 
346 - _ 


Annual average Expenditure for Repairs - - - 

Toll-houses (say) - - - - - 

10 per cent, on ExpeucliUire for Management and Col-I 
lection ------- - -J 


1 £. s. d. 1 

720 - - ' 

! 30 - - ' 

72 - _ 


*2,462 - 9 
S22 - - 






Leaving an Annual Profit to the Contractor for each of the lasll » 
three years; of - - - - - - - -/*' 


1,640 - 9 



Thus it appears, that the annual clear profits of the several Road Contractors above- 
mentioned, are as follow; viz. 



Messrs. Taylor on tlie Kilcullen line for an unexpired term of 16 years') 
from October 1832, - .--------j 

Messrs. Bourne, from Naas to Limerick, for a similar term of 16 years - 
Mr. Frederick Bourne, for the Aslibourne Road, for a period of 16 years-t 
from 27th May 1832 to 27th May 1848, or the end of the Session of I 
Parliament in tliai year - -- -- -- -J 

Mr- Robert Briscoe, for the Cork and Kilworth Road, for a term of 4i'\ 
years, and to the end of the then next Session of Parliament from 1709, 
which term will expire in 1841, leaving nine years remaining from this 
time - , ------J 



Making the Gross Annual Profits to the Contractors of - £. 



£. s. d. 
3,15s XI 10 
4,405 16 - 

1,025 S 4 
1,640 - 9 



10,227 16 1 



For Kilcullen - 
— Limerick 

- Ashbourne - 

- Cork - 



Gross Revenue: 



Present Gross Revenue - - 





£. 5. d. 


- 


5,209 6 1 


- 


6,596 3 11 


- 


1,701 - - • 


- 


2,462 - 9 


£. 


15,968 10 9 



The Interest of Lessees has been valued by Mr. Kirkpatrick, notary, at the following 
Sums. 



Messrs. Taylors’ interest - -- -- -- - 

Messrs. Bourne - -- -- -- -- 

Mr. F. Bourue ---------- 

Mr. R. Brikoe 

TotalAmount to he paid for the Surrender of these Roads - 



£. s. d, 
31,900 - - 
44,524 - - 
10,362 - - 

11,155 



£.' 97,941 - - 



Second 



the average profit for the last three years, arises from Mr. Bourne taking upon himself (for the pur- 
pose of tins calculation) the payment of over £.3,000 of the debt due upon this Road, and which 
was originally deducted at the rate of five per cent, for interest, and two per cent, for sinking fund, 
and, consequently, his apparent profit is increased ; and in calculating the expenditure, a charge of 
10 per cent, on the expenditure for repairs, has been substituted for salaries paid to two super- 
annum namely, £.111 per annum, thus reducing the expense under that head by about £.57 per 

1 eiiginal Return stood at £.2,024. O- 9 - per gross receipts, to which has been 

added under the same circumstances as those stated in Mr. W. H. Bourne’s Memorial of ihe 28th 
June 1032 to the Treasury, for 4 iZ, Toll on Mail-coaches only, £.292 per annum, and for toll on 
same tor change m horses £.146 per annum. In calculating his expenditure lo per cent, on the grpss 
amount (namely £.720) for materials, &c. has been substituted for the change made in the original 
lleturu to tfic Committee for his own and his son’s superintendence at the rate originallyfixed while 

he.was the managing partner witli Mr, Anderson. .. 
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ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) ,3 

SficoND Suggestion. 

“ Tmat a Board ofCommissioners shall be appointed and substituted for the present 
Trustees and Contractors, to whom tiie future Repairs of the Roads shall be con- 
faded, the several Contractors paying to such Commissioners, aunually, the Sums 
attaclied to their names; such sums to be paid byfour equal quarterly payments 
during the continuance ot their respective interests, and tliat such Commissioners 
shall have the necessary power to improve the present lines of Road, or make 
new ones; and lu such cases they shall be bound under an authority for that 
■ |.ui-|,ose to be given to them, to alter the position of the present Tollgates so as to 
protect the present Revenue derived from existing lines.” 

Messrs. Taylor, for repairs 

£.5 per cent, thereon, for management of expen- 



Mcssrs. W. H. and B icliarc! Bourne, for repairs - 

£. 5 per cenl. thereon, for mamigenient of expeii-' 
diture - - _ _ . _ 

Mr. Fredei'iclc Bourne, for repairs - _ . _ 

£.5 per cent, tlierccn, for management of expeu-’ 
diture 

Mr. Robert Briscoe, for repairs - - - . - 

£.5 percent, thereon, for manageiiient of expen-' 
ditnre ------- 



£. 


s. 


d. 


1,382 


14 


6 


69 




8 


1,882 


1 


7 


94 


2 


- 


641 


15 


2 5 


27 


1 




720 




_ 




- 


- 



Gross Annual Sum to be paid by Contractors to thel 
proposed Commissioners for repairs of Roads -j 



>»976 3 7 



5ns 16 11 i 



4.752 17 8| 



ftole : — On examining this calculation, the only variance from the original Returns of Expenditure, 
&c. as made by the several Contractors, will be found to arise from the Contractors substituting 
5 per cent, on their expenditure for materials, &c., for the salaries now paid by them for superin- 
tendence and collection of Tolls, as well as for interest of debt, rent of toll-houses, &c. all of which 
they will continue to pay under this second proposition. 



The Contractors continuing to pay interest of debts, rents of premises, and all charges 
•except disbursements, for repairs. ® 

The following are the Debts due. on these Roads: — 



Kilcullen 

Limerick 

Cork 

Aslibournc 



Gross Amounti 
of presentDobt I 
chartted on ( 
these Roads •) 





£. s. d. 




8,327 13 10 




1,402 6 3 




1,292 6 - 




516 4 _ 


r. 


11,538 lo 1 



at 5 per cent, interest, to remain charged on the Road, 
at 5 per cent, interest - - ditto - - - ditto, 
at 6 per cent, interest, to be discharged by Mr. Briscoe. 

to be discharged out of Tolls, by 5 per cent, and 2 per 
cent. Redemption Fund. 

of which £. 10,246. 4. i.is to remain, and £.1,292. 6. 
is to be paid oli' by the Contractors. 



38 Geo. 3. 
s. z & 6. 
33 Geo. 3. 
a. 7 & 8.* 



Tiiiiin Suggestion. 

“ That a Board of Commissioners shall be appointed and charged with the repair of 
“ the Road, and that their disbursements shall be repaid out of the Tolls should 
“ the Tolls be competent thereto, and paying the balance over to the lessees.” 

To this suggestion the Contractors have insurmountable objections. 

IN 



• By sec. 7, it is recited, that the debenture holders had not for several years received any thing 
and that they had little or no prospect of doing so, and that it would require a large sum to repair 
the Itoad, which could not be procured unless the security should be rendered sufficient by diminish- 
ing the old demands at foot of debenture against the Tolls, many q/vikich were issued improvidently. 
It was therefore provided, that all arrears of interest should bo considered as discharged ; and further 
mat the debentures issued for that part of the line between Naas, Ballyroan and Maryborough, should 
he reduced to £.30, in lieu of each £.100; between Maryborough and Toomavara, to f.15 in lieu of 
each £.100 ; and on the rest of the line to £.10 in lieu of each £.100, such diminished sums to bear 
interest at 5 per cent, ; and. the 8th section declares, that such diminished debt shall for ever after 
remain charged with interest at 5 per cent, on such Tolls. 

64-,5. c 



:. 83. 
:-33. 
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14 REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

IN submitting this Statement to Tlie House, Your Committee is aware 
that some difficulty might be made to the expenditure of so large a sum 
in purchasing the interests of the present possessors of the Roads. It will 
appear that the money can be raised with considerable advantage to the 
Public, and with ample security for its repayment. 

1 & 9 Will. 4.. A sum of ^.500,000 is allotted to be lent by the Commissioners of 
Public Works in Ireland at to 4 per cent. If £. 97,941 is borrowed at 
4 percent, to purchase £. 10,227. I6. 11. per annum, the interest will 
amount to ^.3,917. 12. at 4 per cent. 

The lessees of the Road offer to sell at a rate which leaves 6 per cent 
to the purchaser, thus giving an advantage of two per cent., by which the 
Public secures a profit of .£.1,958. I6. per annum, on excess of interest alone. 
The average expenditure of these Trusts for three years, including interest 
on debts, has been £. 5,740. 13. 10. ; thus a surplus revenue will be secured 
of £.6,310. 4. 10. By applying the sum of £. 1,054. 1. 6. for nine years, 
and the sum of £.3,976. 10. 10. for I6 years as a sinking fund, to pay 
off the money borrowed, at the expiration of the term for which the 
lessees hold, the real surplu.s to be applied to the improvement of the 
Roads will amount to £.2,279- 12. 6. during the nine first years, and 
£.4,333. 14. during the seven last years of the term of sixteen years, in 
addition to £.5,740. 13. 10. the average expenditure for the last three 
years. 

Should this mode of procuring funds be objected to, another remains 
which has already been acted on. The Commissioners of Wide Streets in 
Dublin are authorized by the Acts cited to issue debentures, which bear 
interest at 4 per cent., and being guaranteed by the Government, sell in 
the market as Government Stock. 

The Government at present guarantee the engagement of Boards over 
which they have no control. By placing the management of the Roads 
of Ireland under the Board of Public Works, the Government cannot 
object to guarantee the engagements of their own officers, if money be 
raised in a similar manner. 

Should these suggestions not be adopted, Your Committee have no doubt 
the money may be raised, as in the case of the London Metropolitan 
Trusts. 



49 Geo. 3. c. 72. 
51 Geo. 3. c. 10. 
54 Geo. 3. c. 921. 
57 Geo. 3.C. 39- 
11 Geo. 4. c, ii3. 



£. I. d. 

Ettimated increase 3,994 19 6 
Inlemt of S percl. 
gained on£,97,94i 
at4 per cent. • 1,958 16 - 



£.2>.9S9 6 3 



Your Committee have just grounds to expect that the gross amount of 
toll on the Roads above mentioned, will be much increased under the 
management of a Public Board, at least to the amount of one-fourth. 
The Gross Revenue at present is £.15,968. 10. 9.; the sum of 
£■■ 19,960. 13. 3. may be collected under the present Acts, leaving a 
surplus revenue of £.14,219. 19. 5. subject only to the interest of the 
money advanced, and to the sinking fund. 



In the event of a consolidation of the Trusts under the Board of Public 
Works, Your Committee would recommend that the debt on the Trusts 
which have made Returns amounting to £.82,783. 7. 3. should be paid 
off with money raised on the security of the Tolls, at 4 per cent. The 
avei age interest contracted to be paid by the present Trusts amounts to 
about 5i per cent. Thus a saving of 1 1 per cent, would be applicable 
to a sinking fund to pay off the debt. 

The following Tables have been compiled, showing the state of each 
Road, the amount paid by Post-office in Toll, and the probable sum that 
would be chargeable in the event of making all Mail Roads Turnpike. 

A Map 
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ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) 15 

A Map of the Roads issuing from Dublin, and a Post-Office Map, dis- See Maps I. & 11. 
tinguishing the Roads on which Toll is paid from Countj Roads. 

There are some Trusts from which Returns have not been received, in 
which it is apprehended considerable abuses exist. 



STATEMENT, showing the extent of Turnpike Road, and the Amount of Tolls paid by the 
Post-Office, with the extent of all Roads travelled by Mail Coaches, and the estimated 
Amount that would be chargeable to the Post-OfRee, if all the Roads were made Turnpike. 



Nu mber 
of Miles of 
Turnpike Road 
on wbicli 
Toll is paid 
by tile 
Posl-OfTice. 


TOTAL 
Amount of Toll 

tlioPosl-OITice. 


Number of 
Miles of all otlier 
Roads 
travelled by 
Mall Coaclies, 
on wliich lliere 

Turnpikes. 


Estimated Amount 
of Tolls 
that would bo 
chargeable to the 
Poal-Office, 
if all the extent of 
Roada in the 
preceding Column 

made Turnpike. 


TOTAL 
Number of 
Miles of Road 

travelled 

by 

Mail Coaches. 


TOTAL 

Estimated Amount 
of Tulls that 
would be cliargeabic 
to the 

Posl-Oflice, 
if nil the Roads 
travelled by 
M.til Cuaches were 
Turnpike. 




£. s. d. 




£. s. d. 




£. r. d. 


833* 


6,411 9 3* 


1,32! t 


11=375 13 


3,lCo f 


17,787 ! 10^; 



‘ Appendix, No. 7, laid before the Committee from the Post-Office Department, 
f Appendix, No. 5, fi'om the Select Commitlee on Post Communication with Ireland. 

X The Total estimated Amount of Tolls is calculated on the given Number in the first two 
Columns. 



645. n 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Martis, 20® die Mai tii, 1832. 

Mr. James Huffington - - p. ig 

Mr. Arthur Jones O'Keejfe - 23 

Veneris, 23" die Martii, 1832. 

Mr. Arthur Jones O'Keeffe - 30 

Limffi, 26“ die Martii, 1832? 
William Edward O'Callaghan, Esq. 37 
William Jones Armstrong,'E%<\. - 42 

Patrick Urquhart, Esq. - - 46 

John William Bayly, Esq. - 4g 

Martis, 27® die Martii, 1832. 

John William Bayly, Esq. - 53 

liobert Smith, Esq. - - - ^8 

Dr. Charles Barren - - 62 

Mercurii, 28® die Martii, 1832. 

John StUart Coxon, Esq. - - 65 

Dr. Charles Barren _ . gg 

John JVilliam Stubbs, Esq. - 70 

Veneris, 30® die Martii, 1832. 

Sir Josiah C. Coghill, Bart. - 78 

Patrick Urquhart, Esq. - - 87 

Sabbati, 31® die Martii, 1832. 
Patrick Urquhart, Esq. - - 93 

Lun», 2® die Aprilis, 1832. 
yi-x. Arthur JonesO'Keeffe - ng 

Sir a Bart. . ,04 

John JVilUam Stubbs, Esq. - 1 qQ 

Martis, 22®dieMaii, 1832. 

Peter Purcell, Esq. . , ,^2 



Mercurii, 23® die Mail, 1832. 
Peter Purcell, Esq. . , p. 

Jovis, 31” die Maii, 1832. 
Mr. Charles Biaticoiii 



appendix 



Veneris, 1® die Junii, 1832. 
Mr. Charles Bianconi 

Lunas, 4° die Junii, 1832. 
Richard Griffith, Esq. 

Sabbati, 9" die Junii, 1832. 
Frederick Bourne, Esq. - 

Lunffi, 11® die Junii, 1832. 
Frederick Bourne, Esq. - 
Richard Bourne, Esq. 

William Taylor, Esq. 

Mercurii, 13® die Junii, 1832. 
William Taylor, Esq. 

Richard Bourne, Esq. 

Francis William Green, Es<i. - 

Veneris, 15® die Junii, 7832. 
Francis William Green, Esq. - 
Willia? 7 i Hawker Bourne, Esq. - 
Richa 7 'd Bourne, Esq. 



Mr. Willmn Dimcan 



Jovis, 21® die Junii, 1832. 
Lord Killeen, m.p. 



Veneris, 29® die Junii, 1832. 
Augustus Godby, Esq. - 



[aflerp. 238.] 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Mortis, 20* die Martii, 1832. 



R. MORE O'FERRALL, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Mr. James Hujfmgton, called inj and Examined. 

1. VT'OU reside at Dublin ? — Yes. 

1 . 2. Are you aware of any complaints of the citizens of Dublin against the 

system of Turnpike Tolls in the neighbourhood of Dublin ? — Yes, I have been aware 
of them for these twenty-five years. 

3. What do they principally complain of? — In that part where the petition ori- 
ginated, north of the river Liffey, that side is covered with Turnpikes, while the 
south side has none; the people conceive this unequal, partial and vexatious. 

4. You alluded, in your last answer, to a petition wliich emanated from a meeting 
of the county of Dublin? — Yes. 

5. Were you one of the persons who signed that petition? — Yes. 

. G. In that petition is it stated that the property upon the north side of Dublin 
has suffered very materially in value, in consequence of lolls being imposed on the 

roads to the north of Dublin, when no tolls are imposed to the south of Dublin? 

Yes. 

7. Do you hold any property on the north side of Dublin which you have found 
to be materially injured in consequence of those tolls? — I hold property in the city 
and in the county, and I have witnessed great dilapidation and injury to property 
on the north side of the county, where I hold some property, and would not pur- 
chase more, on account of the turnpike system, than what I hold at present. 

8. Why do the people on the north side of Dublin complain of the Turnpike 
system more than those who have to pay for the repairs of roads on the south side 
of Dublin ? — 'Because they are not only subject to the Turnpike system, but also to 
the county and baronial applotments, equal to the people on the south. 

9. Do you mean to convey by that, that the lands on the northern side of Dublin 
are taxed at a larger amount for the repair of roads than those on the south side of 
Dublin?— Considerably so. 

10. Is there any one of these Trusts with which you are better acquainted than 
others ? — Yes. 

11. What is the name of that Trust? — The Dublin and Dunlcer. [JYere the 
IVitncss put in a Skeleton Map of the Roads round Dublin.'] 

12. VVbat is this skeleton map taken from? — It is taken from a general- map 
known by the name of Taylor’s Map of the County for Seven Miles round the City. 

13. You stated, in your former answer, you were particularly acquainted with one 
of those roads called the Dublin and Dunleer Trust ?— Yes. 

. 14. What do you principally complain of in the provisions of that Act? — L com- 
plain that the whole Act is arbitrary, and got without the knowledge or consent of the 
people; raising the tolls to the amount of 350 per cent, and more; this Act was got 
on the 14th May 1829. 

15. Do you mean to say that an Act of Parliament was passed through this House 
regulating the tolls without any notice being given to the parties most interested? — 
•Yes; it is well known; it now goes by the name of the Smuggled Act, along with 
that. got for Ashbourne in 1 826 or 1827. 

16.. Was it one of the subjects of complaint in the county of Dublin that this 
Actof Parliament, which you now allude to, was obtained in this surreptitious manner? 
: — Yes, and has been the very Act that has given rise to all the complaints which are 
now presented to this Honourable House. 

^45* E 17. Have 
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1 7. Have you got that Act? — Yes. 

1 8. Will you take the Act in your hand and point out to the Committee what von 

conceive to be the most unjust and oppressive provisions of the Act? — In sections 
7 j 8 and 9 of this Act it appoints nine trustees, with power to name nine more as 
if appointed by the Act ; that is considered a grievance, and likely to lead to fa- 
vouritism or jobbing. The 1 2th section constitutes three trustees a Board ; and should 
those gentlemen divide, the chairman has the casting vote, so that two votes mav 
dispose of the property, or the proceedings of the Board. ^ 

19. Have you known an instance where three trustees have decided upon any 
material interest of the Trust of which the public complain ? — Not to my own 
knowledge, but that the powers are there is certain. 

20. Have you heard any conoplaint, or have you reason to believe there is any 
well-founded complaint founded on the statement you have just made? — No, I have 
not heard of any complaint, well founded, in respect of law proceedings ; but I have 
heard of complaints from people in my neighbourhood that I believe to be true, and 
they applied to the trustees for redress, and they could get hone. The 14th section 
provides, that they shall give notice (only six days) in any one newspaper, no matter 
however obscure or however little known, in a line of 38 miles. The complaint is 
that when the Dunleer Turnpike Gate is to be advertised, it may be advertised in 
a Dublin weekly paper, or when the Drumcondra Gate is to be let, at the other 
extremity of the line, it may be inserted in a Louth paper, and the whole of the 
numbers struck off of that paper (if the people were so disposed) might be’ 
bought up. 

21. With respect to the practice of letting those tolls, do you know an instance 
where the tolls were advertised to be let, so that the public had not access to this 
information ? — Yes, there are instarices; the trustees have power by this Act to 
advertise a gate, and to take private biddings afterwards ; and their own clerks or their 
own treasurers may be bidders. 

22. Have the trustees ever used that power?— Yes ; it has been stated so to 
me. 



23. Of your own knowledge, do you know whether when the tolls are advertised 
of the Drumcondra Gate, they are advertised solely in the Lowth paper, and when 
they advertised the tolls of the Dunleer Gate, it was only in the Dublin paper?— I do 
not state they did do it ; but people think it has been done. 

24. Are those tolls let every year ? — Yes. 

25. What notice is requisite to be given ?— Six or ten days’ notice, I believe ; but 
that may be seen by the Act. 

26. Are there not always many applicants? — No, sometimes very few. 

27. Have you ever known any person who has acted as trustee or officer to the 

roads to become a lessee of the tolls at any of those private biddings ?— No not 
on this line. ° ’ 

28. Are those private biddings made after or before it is put up to public 
auction?— After it is put up to public auction. 

Qg. Have you yourself ever attended any rneetina of the trustees ?— Never • they 
would not allow me. ' “ > J 



30. Do you know, in point of fact, whether meetings have been held with a smaller 
number than three? — I believe there have. 

31. How are the vacancies filled up? — By ballot. 

32. Have they increased their numbers under this Act?— I do not know ; I have 

heaid Sir Compton Domvile and Sir Josiah Coghill Coghill, who reside in the 
county of Dublin, where the heaviest portion of the tolls are paid applied to be 
made trustees on that line, and were refused. 

Coghill state that?— I did, and I have no 
doubt 01 bir Compton Domvile also having applied. 

osu’*' provisions of the Act of which you complain The 

II ^ power of erecting weighing-machines to increase the 

/•Ammnr.0 P case. _ Thc 74th empowers them to take materials from rivers and 

rpi , wi ou paying for them ; in that case roads ought to come very cheap. 
Tnsrinm O'' disputes are to be settled by a Justice or 

made m iu7n % *e 96th section appeals may be 

« Do Session, from which there is no appeal to a highW court. ' 

from the ripci i p J prevents a person from lodging an appeal 

tlk tbn 'T Quarter Sessions to the Court of King's BeL?_Cer- 

y , e next section to winch I come will explain it better. The 97th section 

I consider 
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:I consider very arbitrary, very despotic ; no distress is unlawful, no matter however 
irregular ; and the plaintiff, in case he brings an action, is subject to treble costs ; so 
that no poor man would bring an action under these circumstances into court. 

3d. How many of the trustees are magistrates? — I believe they are all 
magistrates. 

37. You stated two gentlemen had applied to be trustees, and had been refused?— 
Yes ; in the county of Dublin ; this Trust runs through three counties. 

38. Cases may be tried in three different sets of Quarter Sessions?— Yes; and 
at Dublin there is no magistrate a trustee except Mr. Cobb, I believe. 

39. Were those two gentlemen who applied to be trustees magistrates ?— Yes, 
I believe so. 

40. Two magistrates having been refused by five other magistrates to be received 
as trustees, and all the magistrates of the three counties having power to act at 
the Quarter Sessions where cases under this Act may be tried, does that appear to 
,be a very inferior tribunal to try business under this Act? — I am not able to judge 
of that, nor do I know that there were five magistrates who were trustees, for that 
Act says nine; but what I complain of is this; that in the county of Dublin, where 
I reside, that pays three-fourths (I believe) of the whole line, there is not a magis- 
trate in that district that is a trustee on that line. 

41. Those magistrates who are not trustees would have no object or interest in 
favouring the decision of the trustees ?—I should think not; but what the people 
complain of is, they wished those gentlemen to be trustees because they had much 
property in that part of the Trust, within eight miles of the city. 

42. Do you complain of the state of repair in which the road now is ? — I do. 

43. Can you state, from any knowledge which you have, what the amount is per 
mile which is allowed to the contractor for the repairs of this road ? — I believe it is 
about 47 ^-j I understood before I left Dublin the trustees had contracted with 
a mail-coach proprietor for the whole line for 1,800/., which would give about 
60/. for the Irish mile, and about 47 /. for the English mile, for repairs. 

44. Is the road now in bad or good repair ? — I never have seen a worse road near 
any capital city or town. 

45. Do you complain of the form or shape of the road, or the state of repair of 
tlie road ? — I do not complain of the form of the road ; of that I am not a perfect 
judge, though I believe that is objected to; but the road is in a very bad state of 
repair, and the footpath in a worse. 

46. Are there materials for the repair of the road at convenient distances along 
this line? — Yes, abundant, and of the best materials. 

47 - Can you point out on the map where those quarries are from which mate- 
rials may be had for the repair of this road ? 

\Tht Witness then described it on the Map before the Committee.'] 

48. Hav6 you applied a scale to the map for the purpose of ascertaining where 
those quarries were with reference to distance from the road ? — Yes. 

49. Can you state, on the general line of road, how far the most distant quarry 
is from the line of road ? — The line of road that I have seen, at no point is it farther 
than two miles. 

50. Can you state what is the price paid for breaking and laying down materials 
on that road ? — There is a farmer at Drumcondra, who told me he would supply 
the materials broken and laid down on the road for spreading at 2s. per ton, from 
the Circular Road as far as they require it along that line ; within a mile of this and 
on the Ashbourne line, I believe they get materials for about 14c/. or 13 rf. and 
sometimes nr/.; but that will be better explained by another gentleman who will 
shortly be here. 

51. Is that Dunleer Road a mail-coach road ? — It is a mail-coach road, but they 
have not latterly travelled upon it; they have changed on account of the badness of 
the road. 

52. When you allude to the badness of the road, dp you talk of the road gene- 
rally, or that part adjoining Dublin? — I talk of it generally as a bad road, from 
what I have seen myself, and, from the information I collect, I believe to be true. 

. 53 * Wiiat part of the road can you speak of within your knowledge? — That 
nearest Dublin. 

54 * And that part you state to be very bad ? — Exceedingly bad. 

.. 55 - Do you attribute that badness, of the road to the want of the county of 
Dublin Trustees on the Board? — No, I do not attribute it to that, but I attribute 
, ^ 45 ' E 2 it 
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it in a great measure to a debt that is now lying on that Trust of about 13,000'/.'’ 
and in addition to this, they applied for 4,000/ (as I am infoniied) while oi)r 
committee was sitting in Dublin, and it was refused by the Government until they 
would account. 

56. Are yon aware of an Act of Parliament, called the 1 gth & 20th of George llii 
which obliges all trustees of roads to furnish, in the month of October of each 
year, to the Clerk of the Peace of each county, an account of all contracts and 
expenditures incurred during the year ? — I am aware of it. 

57. Have the provisions of this Act of the 19th & 20th of George III. been 
complied with, in the case of the Act before us ? — No. 

58. Is there any provision in this Act which excludes it from the operation of 
the 19th & 20th of George III.? — Yes; it says it is subject to no otlier law or 
statute whatever. 

59. Therefore you mean to say, by the clause introduced into this Act, it gets 
rid of the provisions of the 19th & 20th of George HI., which would have 
obliged the trustees to account to the public ? — So I understand it. It is exempted. 

60. You mentioned you resided oti the north side of Dublin ; did you live there 
prior to the passing of the new Act? — Yes, for 25 years. 

61. Prior to the passing of that Act, were there complaints, on the part of the 
people, of the arbitrary powers of the old Act ?— There were complaints of the 
secrecy and mystery in which Turnpike Trusts w’ere involved ; people could get no 
account of their money. 

62. Are you aware how many trustees there were under the old Act ? I am 

not aware of the number; I believe 18 or 20, or considerably more. 

63. In point of fact, is the new Act, the Act of 1829, considered more arbi- 
trary than the former one? — Considerably so. 

64. Are you aware what tolls are charged on this road ? — Yes. 

65. Is there a toll charged on manure? — Yes. 

66. Is there a charge for cattle passing to forge or water? — Yes; that is aH 
that part of the road within eight miles of the city is subject to those charges; all 
agricultural produce, horses going to and from water; but beyond that distance 
there are exemptions, as the Act provides, and of which the people near Dublin 
conjplain. 

67. Do you mean exemptions by, Act of Parliament, or by favour of the 
trustees? — Exemptions by the Act. 

68. Do you mean to say by the same Act of Parliament, different parts of the 
line are subject to a different amount of tolls?— Not a different amount of toll’ 
but exemption from toll altogether, compared to that within eight miles of Dublin. 

69. Are your objections merely to this Act, or to turnpikes generally?— I airi 

an advocate for turnpikes on a fair principle, such as I saw in a Bill for the 
Consolidation of Trusts and Highways in England that is now under consideration ; 
I presented it to the County of Dublin Meeting, and they seemed greatly delighted 
by the spirit of that Bill, and were very anxious that its provisions should be extended 
to them, I mean as to the principle of it, because it brings the trustees within the 
limits of accountability to the public, and gives them a power to elect trustees, and 
also to bring them before a magistrate. i 

70. Is that part of the Dunleer road near Dublin repaired by contract? Yes. 

71. Is that contract entered into by public competition?— I do not know ‘ I never 

heard of it ; I rather think it is. * 

72. Is the complaint that the contractor does not do his duty on the road, and 

that the trustees do not see that he does his duty properly?— The complaint is,’ that 
roads are badly made, and that the trustees see it and do not remedy it. 

73 ’ You stated the roads were in bad repair because the Trust was so much ih 

debt V — I stated that as a reason of my own, and I believe it. 

74. You have stated 47/ a mile on an average?— That is now whatis agreed upon. 

75. Is not that quite sufficient, if the contractor were to do his duty, to keep ihb 

roads m sufficient repair ? — I believe on a fair principle it could be done for con- 
siderably less. ; 

■ 76. Then the Trustees, notwithstanding the debts of the Trust, still allow a sum for 
the repairs ot the roads, fully adequate, if they were properly laid out, to the repairs 
ot the road .-—If they were properly managed, the sums we liear of ought to give u^ 

.the best roads in the kingdom.- ° 

77. What width is it ?— It varies ; near Dublin it is about forty feet': but then it 
■narrows lower dbwn. . . • . i 

781 -How 
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78. How many miles out of Dublin is it forty feet? — Not more than a mile and 
a half. 

yg. Is there a great amount of traffic on this road? — Not at present; there was 
a considerable traffic, but owing to the badness of the road, 1 believe it has driven 
the public away; there are two lines of road from Dublin to Drogheda, the one 
the Slane road, the other the Dimleer; the former was made to shorten the distance, 
but when made it was found longer; and now a third road is talked of between the 
other two. 

80. Do you know what is the rate of wages by the day in your neighbourhood to 
a labourer? — From fourteen to sixteen pence a day. 

81. What is the rate of wages for carts and horses if hired ? — If 've hire horses 
for agricultural purposes, we pay 55. for a man and horse, but I believe contractors 
supply the stones at so much a ton, and they seldom or ever employ them to draw 
road materials at that price. 

82. Did you not state just now that the trustees on the Dunleer Road contracted 
for 47/. an English mile for the materials? — Yes. 

83. To your knowledge, what proportion does that bear to the contracts of the 
trustees to the other roads out of Dublin? — I cannot tell. 

84. You do not know whether they are higher or not ? — I believe some are higher 
and some less, but I cannot form any opinion. 

85. Are you aware of the amount for which the gates were let on the Dunleer 
Road last year? — The gross sum is 2,075^. 



Appendix to Mr. Huffington’?, Evidence. 

I HAVE not only expressed my objections to llie mode of procuring the late Act of 1829 ; 
but also to its arbitrary principle and details. I object to the 3d, 4th and 5th sections of that 
Act, which legalises all ll)e money transactions of the 27th, 28th & 29th of Geo. JII., and 
makes the entries thereof in the Books evidence, vvliich, I presume, means legal evidence 
under this Act. I submit, that before the trustees got tliat Act (the lolli Geo. IV.) they 
should have accounted for all tlie money transactions of the Acts it repealed, ere Par- 
Jiainent granted them such extraordinary powers as it contains. 

By 'the 43d section, the tolls should be put to auction without any reserve ; yet the trus- 
tees have reserved in-their own hands all the mail and stage coaches and stage cars, which 
is not included in the 2,075?. alluded to in my Evidence on tlie 20th; nor are the trustees 
ihehiselves .exempted from tolls by law, and yet there are collectors can prove they are 
exempted in fact. 

By the.4olh & 50th sections, the trustees may enter into contracts, and compound for the 
breacli of them; this, 1 (nimbly submit, is. liable to great abuses under this Act. 

The 51st section is equally so, which empowers the trustees to borrow money to any 
amount they please, and subject the people to pay it, without submitting either the past or 
present state of their accounts to the public. 

■ The last return for which the Toll-gates let was 2,075/., of which was raised in 

thexounty Dublin, while the remaining 6 iot.was raised in the counties of Meath, Louth 
and the town of Drogheda ; and if tlie tolls of the regular mail and stage coaches and cars 
reserved in tlie hands of the trustees be taken into account, you will find that very near 
tkreefourths money of the whole line of Trust is raised in the county of Dublin; yet 

up lo'^withiu a few perches of tlie public lights of that city, the fences are so bad, that 
the Londonderry mail-coach lately fell into a deep ditch, and yet the fences remained in 
the same dangerous and neglected state when I left Dublin. 

I object to the 61st section, and the mode of appointing the jury. I submit, that 
neither plaintiff nor defendant should have the power of issuing their summons to try any 
question^ arising under this Act, or lliat the usages of the Superior Courts should be claimed 
as a precedent, while by said Act all appeal is denied to the Superior Courts. And here 
I beg lhe'atleiuion of your Honourable Committee to the equitable provisions of the Con- 
solidated Trust Bill (England) for appointing Juries. I further beg to state, that all within 
ahe Circular Roads'is kept in repair by tlie paving board, and this shortens the Dublin and 
Dunleer Trust one mile, which should be 29 instead of 30 Irish miles. 



M\\ Arthur Jones O'Keeffe, called in ; and Examined. 

86. 'WHERE do you reside?— Dolly Mount, near Clontarf. 

87. Your nanie-is signed to a petition from the towns of Malahide, Baldoyle, 
Howth, Coolock, Dolly Mount and Raheny, complaining of the state of the roads 
passing through these towns. You complain that you are subject to a most unjust, 
destructive and jobbing system ot taxation under the denomination of Turnpike 
Tolls? — Yes. 

• 88. : Can you state upon any of the roads within these Trusts any instance of 
iobbingr — Yes, 

645 . E3 89. Slate 
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Mr. 89. State it ?— I know that the manner of management of the roads is, that the 

Arthur J.O'Keeffe. receipts are divided amongst certain of the trustees called directors; that each 

director has the management of a particular part of the road, and that he contrives 

20 March, Qf tjjjg to increase his rent-roll by paying, in the first place, far higher wages 

‘ than are paid by any other trust round Dublin ; and then, instead of the money being 

paid to the labourer who works on the road, dockets of so many da}^s’ labour are 
given to him, which he produces to the agent or to the director himself, as payment 
for his rent, by which means, of course, the rent is easily paid, and a higher rent 
received by the director than any other gentleman in the neighbourhood could get 
I can also state from what I believe to be the best authority, (the gentleman who 
saw the payment of the money) that some of the directors on that road have topped 
their own wall, and signed an order for a sum of 30/., which they have given to their 
own men to get paid, and have had it paid by the treasurer out of the toll money. 

90. Do you mean to say, that the trustees of the road appropriated the public 
funds of the road to their own purposes? — Exactly so, in that ivay. 

91. On what Trust? — The Malaide Trust. 

92. How many roads are there within this Trust ? — There are three roads that 
I might call public roads : there is then a fourth, a private road, viithin the powers 
of the Trust. 



93. Which of these four roads did this circumstance occur on? — On the .Mala- 
hide road. I should also have mentioned, when I was asked whether I knew of any 
species of jobbing, that St. Dologh Hill could have been taken down, by a gentle- 
man who I suppose will appear here, for 130/., to the depth of I4feet; that he 
had actually laid out 30 or 40/. out of his own pocket towards taking it down 
having been allowed to do so by the late treasurer of the trustees; but the trea- 
surer having died, he was immediately stopped, and was allowed to do no more in 
the work. The trustees took down about 18 inches of it, as their books will tell • 
it cost them in taking down the 18 inches upwards of 200 /. It should be remarked* 
that had the hill been taken down 14 feet, the entrance to a trustee’s gate would 
have been materially inconvenienced. 

94. Do you make those serious accusations on hearsay ? — I speak what I have 
said now on the information of a gentleman who saw the money paid ; he being the 
person engaged in taking down the hill at first. 

95. What extent of demesne wall was raised? — I should rather say, it was 
topping a wall ; raising it higher than it was before. 

96. What was the height before?— About three and a half feet on the road side; 
the depth must have been six or seven feet on the other side, 

97. To what extent was this done? — I cannot exactly say as to that, but a gen- 
tleman who saw the money paid can tell exactly. 

98. You have stated a circumstance as coming within your own knowledge ; I 
wish to ascertain what your knowledge is of the circumstance ; about what length of 
wall was topped in this kind of way ? — I cannot exactly say to that ; where it began 
was not exactly pointed out to me, but the gentleman said, “ There is the wall for 
“ which the 30 1 . was paid, and it has been raised from this.” 

99 * To what extent was the wall raised ? — To about two and a half feet. 

100. What was the object of raising this wall? — I suppose to protect the 
demesne ; I do not see any other object ; it could not be for the benefit of the public, 
because it was high enough before. 

101. Is not a wall three feet high on one side, and eight and a half feet high on 
the other, sufficient protection for a demesne ? —I should have thought so. 

102. Was there a dangerous fall on the other side of this wall, over which a 
horse, if frightened, might fall ; was it not because the wall was dangerous ? — Yes, 
II he had leaped over it. 

103. What kind of wall was it? — A lime and stone wall. 

10^ Do you think the object of the trustees was ostensibly (though they might 
have been mistaken as to the necessity of it) for the benefit of the public, and not 
tor the i^ividual interest of the proprietors ?—! should certainly say not. 

105. Did you see the wall before it was raised? — No; I only judge from what 
1 saw when it was pointed out to me ; there is the mark of the old wall, and there 
IS the mark of the new. 



whether it was apparently in 
vellers before the wall was raised? — ’No. 



dangerous situation for t 



^ 107. Are the battlements of bridges, which bridges are of considerable height over 
rivers, usually raised higher than three feet and a half?— Not much. 



108. Do 
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t68. Do you tliink there could be more danger with regard to passengers on Mr. 

the road you speak of than for the generality of bridges ? — A great deal less ; I will ■^trthur J. O'Keeffef 

say the traffic on that road is generally carried on by a description of cattle not 

likely to leap over that height, 20 March, 

109. Do you recollect whether the entire extent of this demesne wall, as far as 
it extends along this road, was so raised ? — The road ascends a hill, the hollow being 
filled up must have lessened the height of the wall, then the topping of that wall was 
paid for out of the Trust money. 

no. After this part of the wall had been raised, was the wall where the filling, 
had been placed, brought to the same height as the rest of the wall along the hill ? — ; 

I do not recollect. 

111. What do you think? — I should say, I believe it was, but I would not like to, 
say Yes or No exactly. 

112. Do not you know it is usual when a hill is lowered and the hollow filled up, 
that if you diminish the protection to the demesne, that it is usual for the trustees to 
raise the wall to the same height that it was before? — I was not aware of the fact; 
but I should conceive where a wall is 6 or 7 feet high inside, that it is quite a 
useless expenditure of money, particularly when I mention some other facts which 
bear upon it. 

113. Previous to the lowering the hill, the wall was 6 feet insider — I should 
rather think it was. 

1 i4i You stated just now, the directors on that road had increased the rents by 
the manner in which they manage the tolls of this road ; do you state that of your 
own knowledge? — I have it from one of the individual tenants who was employed 
on the road. 

115. Do you mean to state, that the rents received by the trustees paid in the 
manner you have described by dockets, is higher than the usual rents of siipilar 
lands, where it is not so paid? — From the best information I could get I under- 
stood so. 

11 6. What is the rent paid per acre by these people who pay by dockets ? — From 
5/. to 6 guineas per acre, 7 or 8 miles from town. 

117. What is the usual rent for similar land, which is paid in the ordinary way, 
in the same neighbourhood? — I am told 4/. 

118. Do you mean to say that when rent is paid by dockets, that the landlord 
receives 5/. an acre, and when paid in money he would receive 4 ^.? — No, but I 
mean to say that if he had not the management of the road, so as to have the power 
of employing his own tenantry on that road at a great increase of wages, he would 
not get the increased rent. 

119. Do you speak from your own knowledge? — I have the fact from one of 
the tenants, who told me about the dockets, and told me he was employed. 

I asked him ho'w far he was employed in repairing the road ; he said up to tlie 
Crescent, that is, about fi or 7 miles from his own house. 

1 20. Did he tell you he paid a greater rent on account of the agreement with his 
landlord that he should be employed and paid in the manner you describe? 

—No. 

121. What are the reasons for you supposing that this man paid more for his 
ground because he was employed on the road ? — The fact of the land round being set 
at a lower rent than the land let by a director. 

122. Is this general, or is it in any one individual case ? — My direct information 
only applies to one individual case ; report would go to many more. 

123. In this one particular case, do you know the farm to which it refers? — 

I do. 

124. Do you know the adjoining land ? — I know the man who holds the farm. 

125. Do you know the ground itself? — I could not lay my finger on the exact 
limits of the farm. 

126. Can you tell what peculiar advantages there are on this farm? — No. 

127. You cannot say whether there is a better house? — No, but I should 
believe not. 

128. You state you do not know the farm ; of course, then, you cannot know the 
lands that adjoin it ? — I know all the lands round about for two or three miles, but 
I cannot lay my finger on that particular spot of land which he holds. 

129. You know there are some portions of that tract of country that are much more 
valuable than others ? — There may be, but I should think not likely to be held by the 
individuals 1 speak of. 

645. E 4 >30. What 
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130. Whatextentof ground does be hold ? — It cannot be many acres; perhaps 
five or-six ; if allowed to speak on a general belief, I would say, from the general 
complaint of the land-owners round, that it is or has been the common way with ail 
the small farmers in that neighbonrhood for paying rents. 

• 131. In what state of repair is the Malahide Road at present.? — The Malahide 
Road, at present, is something better than it was some three or four months atro • but 
until that time it was in a very bad state of repair. 

J52. Are you acquainted -with that portion of the Trust which extends to Howth 
and which some years ago was put under the care of the Commissioners of: the 
Holyhead Road? — Yes. 

133. What is the state of that branch of the Trust which runs from Dublin to 
Howth ? — One of the best roads in the kingdom. 

134. Are you aware of what the difference of expenditure is between tliat road 
w'hich you describe as one of the best in the kingdom, and the road of which we arc 
speaking, namely, the Malahide Road ? — I cannot speak exactly as to what may be 
the expenses of the Malahide Road; but deducting the sum allowed to the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners for the Howth Road, I can tell what remains to the 
trustees for the Malahide Road, and at that rate it would be about 224/. a mile. 

135- Explain that? — The average receipt for the last five years has been 
2,502/. -4 per annum ; then deducting the sum paid to the Howth Commis- 
sioners, 553/. a year, there will remain 1,948/. ys. 11 d. to repair eleven Irish 
miles of road ; then the Malahide Road is no more than eight miles out of: the 
eleven, for there is also three miles of another road to be kept in repair, which 
would . not cost more than about 4^'. 6 d. a perch (seven yards to a perch) 
for a mile and a half ; the other mile and a half would not cost more than about 
2^. a perch, which would give for the three-mile road 136/. ii,^. ; but I have 
calculated it at 150/. for that three miles of road ; then deducting for that three miles 
of road, 150/. from the 1,948 /. 7 j. 1 d. remaining in the hands of the trustees -after 
paying the Howth Commissioners, there remains to the trustees for the eight miles 
of the Malahide Road, 1,798/. y s. id. 

1 36. Are you not aware there is a heavy amount of debt on the roads within the 
Trust? — I cannot give a direct answer to that, because the trustees have returned 
no accounts to the proper office, and it is impossible for any one to tell the amount 
either of their debts or their expenditures. 

137. What do you call the proper office ?~The Clerk of the Peace’s office. The 
19th and 20th Geo. III. directs, under a penalty of 20/. per month, all the treasurers 
throughout Ireland to return an account of their receipts and expenditures annually 
into the Clerk of the Peace’s office for the respective counties. 

138. Has not that Act been complied with? — In no one instance in the Turnpike 
Trust ill the county Dublin, has it been complied with. 

139' Does not that Act give a power to the rate-payers to sue the treasurer for 
not complying with the provisions of the Act?— Yes ; but I must add, that in every 
T rust round Dublin, except the Malahide and the Blessington Trust, they have con- 
tiived, in getting Acts of Parliament since 19 & 20 Geo. III., to put in special clauses 
exempting them trom the powers of any Act in existence, excepting those applvins 
to their own road. 

140. You stated in a former answer, that the Malahide Act had no provisions 
exempting them from complying with 19 & 20 Geo. III.? — I think not. 

141. Have you known any instance of the rate-payers, who now complain.in this 
petition, having sought under that Act to obtain those returns? — Certainly; I was 
deputed by the county committee that was sitting in Dublin to wait on the Clerk of 
the 1 cace for those returns, as well as for some others ; and I have the certificate 
here, that there were no such returns given into bis office for at least ten years pre- 
viously. ■ I was also deputed to wait on the secretary of the trustees in order to 
ascertain if he would permit me to examine the books; but he would not; andhd 
told me, that all those returns had been returned to Parliament 

’ 142. Are you aware of any Act which requires those returns should be made to 
1 ariianient.— No ; but the secretary informed me, that returns relative to Annesle^ 
ri ge vvere ordered, and had been made in pursuance of this order to Parliament; 
and that those returns embraced all the information I required. 

H3- it IS stated in this -petition presented to Parliament from the Malahide rate 
payers, that the propeaty on the north side of Dublin had materially diminished in 

vaiueinconsequcoceGfth&heavy.rate, of tolls?— Yes., ■ 

-h . .. • • - , '44- Call 
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144. Can you state any instance of your own knowledge in w’hich property has 
been diminished in value in consequence of the heavy rate of toll? — In fact allthe 
north side of the city has gone completely to ruin in consequence of it. -By the 
50th of George HI. there was a house tax levied off the barony of llathdown, 
on the south side of the LifFey, to repair the great roads, in lieu of turnpike toll< 
Under that Act a valuation took place of houses above the value of 1 0 no house to 
be rated higher than 50/., in order that the tax of 1 s. in the pound on those houses 
might be levied and applied to the repairs of roads on that side of the city; and 
under that valuation there was then in the barony of Rathdown 693 houses; there 
are now, or rather there were in 182S, which was the last valuation, 1,114 of the 
better chiss of houses, making an increase of 421 houses of the better class. By the 
51st of George III. there was also a house tax to be levied off the barony of New- 
castle, on the south side of the city, in lieu of turnpike, on all houses above the 
value of 5/., no house to be rated higher than 50/. ; halfthe road in that barony has 
since been made a turnpike road of, though the house tax has not been taken ofF; 
but in the half that still remains without a turnpike there were, in 1811, 1 26 houses 
of the better class; there are now 215, or rather there were that number, at the 
last valuation, making an increase to the half on which turnpikes have not been 
placed of 89 houses. In the other half on which turnpikes have been put there 
were, in i8n, 226 bouses, or 11 houses more than the increased number in the 
other half of the same barony; the turnpikes have been since put on, and there has 
been no increase of houses in this half barony to cause a new valuation; so that in 
the baronies in which there are no turnpikes, in one instance there has been an 
increase of 421 houses of the better class; and in a barony one half of which had 
ncU been subject to turnpikes, in that half there has been an increase over the other 
of 89. On the north side of the city, surrounded with turnpikes, only four houses 
have been built in the last 10 years on the Malahide Road ; on the Dunieer Road 
but one house built ; and on the Clontarf Strand, uhich was the great bathing station 
of Dublin, there have been only 71 houses built for the last 30 years, 46 of which 
arc built of mud and straw. 

145. you mentioned that the house tax merely went to keep up the leading 
roads? — Yes, that was the intention of it. 

146. Is it now made use offer the support of all the roads ? — 'It ought not to be ; 
but I believe it is now thrown into the common county purse, and used for all the 
roads. 

147. Can you state any articles charged upon the Malahide Road, such as 
building materials, which are not charged on any other Turnpike Trust, that you are 
aware of? — Yes, timber, bricks and stone; the 38th of George III. increased tlie 
tolls between 400 and 500 per cent in some instances, and caused a toll of 2s. 6</, 
to be levied on every piece of timber more than I2 feet long, unless carried in 
two cars ; St/, per thousand was to be levied off’ bricks, 1 1 1/. a ton off stone, and the 
privilege of exemption from toll enjoyed up to that period by cars drawing manure 
was taken away, as also that enjoyed by lish cars, unless the owners of the fish car 
made oath that they would not be otherwise employed. 

148. Can you state to the Committee how far landholders having property on the 
north side of Dublin arc affected by the toll on manure in proportion with' those 
living on the south side of Dublin? — Yes, it is evident; we will take, for instance, 
an acre of potato ground, and as there cannot, generally speaking, be more than one 
load a day drawn i’rom the city by a farmer, each load of manure costs him 4 Jr/, 
toll, which I think will make about 2/, 5 s.; thus the acre at the very first starling 
is raised equal to an increase of rent 2/. 5^.; then that acre of land which produces 
100 barrels of potatoes, 20 stone to the barrel, which I would say would make about 
13 load, 19 cwt. to the load, and that at 4l</. a load, carrying in the produce to 
marker, will make 55. 3c/., which, added to the 2/. 5 j. for drawing out the manure, 
makes 2/. los. 3(/. more on that side of the city beyond w-hat it is on the south side; 
therefore either the farmers on the north side of the city must sell tlicir produce at 
2/. J 0 j. 3i/. an acre less, in order to meet the southern farmers in the Dublin market, 
or else the citizens of Dublin must pay an increased value on every acre of produce 
round the county of 2/. lo^. 3d. an acre. 

149. That is with regard to potatoes? — Yes, but it will be more forcible with 
regard to vegetables, because less than 200 loads of manure will not manure an acre 
of vegetables. It should also he recollected even if the citizens pay 2/. ipj. 3d. 
an acre on the increase of produce, the farmers on the north side of the city can 
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ff because it merely pays the costs of the toll in bringing out the manure 

ri ur . ee^ e. tl,e croj). 

20 March, ^ 50 - You stated the roads to the south of Dublin were repaired by a bouse tax- 

1832, ’ you cannot put against the farmers on the south side of Dublin the whole of tl)e 
charge on the north side; you must give credit to the amount of the house tax in the 
statement you have made ? — No, because to the south side, three or four n)ilcs from 
the Circular, Road, will not take you into what I would call the farmer’s countiv i^ 
is generally composed of small seats, from which no farming production comes, and 
of course there are no farmers to be affected by it, and the farmers pass throuuh 
from beyond the part the Committee speak of into the Dublin market free of either 
loll or house tax. 

15.1 . Ill the lands above Rathfarnham, in a line from that down towards Cabintccly 
is there no ground under cultivation ? — I do not mean to say there is no groiimJ under 
cultivation there. 

152. Are those persons subject to a house tax ?^Yes ; the fanners who come to 

the Dublin market from the south side are beyond the reach of the house tax imd 
have no turnpikes to pay. ’ 

153. In your opinion, does any locnl increase of expense in cultivation fall per- 

manently on the landlord or the tenant?— In other countries I would say it falls oi) 
the landlord,: but in Ireland or near a city, from the great competition in the market 
I would say it falls on the tenant. ’ 

154 - In point of fact, does not the land on the north side of Dublin let at a lower 
rate than land at the same distance on tiie south side? — I cannot say, excepting for 
building ground ; the last Witness examined. pays‘10?. an acre for land on the north 
side of the city. 

' 55 * -At what distance ? — Two miles and a half. 

156. Taking the case you put just now of the acre of potatoes, the fanner car- 

rying out his manure to the land, and carrying bis produce to the market of Dublin ; 
do you believe that farmers to the north of Dublin come into the market at a greater 
expose than farmers who live at a greater distance from Dublin on the south side? 
—Certainly, because in either case they only lose a day coming to the market; they 
only lose a day, supposing lliey come nine or ten miles, and the man who comes 
into the market within . three miles must wait his turn till lie sells his produce, which 
may not be till three or four o’clock in the day, and lie loses a clay equally with the 
man who lives nine or ten miles off. j j 

157. Then you believe that the occupying tenant to the south side of Dublin 
paying a higher rent than the occupying tenants on the north side of Dublin comes 
mto marKet at a cheaper rate r— I do not conceive that any land to tlie south side of 
Unblm is set by a sum equal to the toll higher than equally good land on the north 
side. It 1 except that lying within what may be called the building circle of the 

138. Then the circumstance of having a toll to the north side of Dublin does 
not so much deteriorate the price of land as a former answer of yours gave us 
reason to think excepting what lies within the building circle, from the great com- 
pe ition for land in the market ?— It does not deteriorate tlie price to the fee-simple 
holders, but increasing the cost of production so materially, it must of course lessen 
the profats of the occupying tenant considerably ; in fact, to an amount equalling the 



* 59- You stated just now, that buildings were increasing on the southern side 
ot Dublin more than on the northern ; may not that be attributed to other causes 
than Its being free from turnpikes ?*-It might be attributed to other causes, cer- 
lamiy, though the situation on the north side must be preferable, because tbe liouses 
on tae south side are built fully fronting the north ; while on the north side, the 
houses Are built with a southern aspect, and looking over the Bay, and the most 
improved part of the county Dublin up to the Wicklow Mountains. 
aPtPrlft opinion of the inhabitants, is property on the northern side of Dublin 

deteriorated by the present system of turnpikes ?~Yes. 

same ®oggest as a substitute.; would you suggest to have the 

T roads on the northern side as now exists on the southern ? 

this man it- ia necessary to have such a levy, because from 

be kent in rf'twi Would not be more than 120 miles of main road to 

Trust!* anil tlii^ county, allowing all the roads to be embodied in one 

about*! ■-> nnn> *' Ti extravagant allo.wance, would be 

about 1 2.000 L The. Post Office. I thiuk, by the Report of. the Commissioners of 

Revenue 
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Revenue Inquiry, pay a large sum for toll, and coaches and caravans, which are 
registered, pay a large sum also for toll ; that would reduce the 12,000/. to about 
5,000 /. or C,ooo /. to be provided for. I would then say, that at least half of the 
money wliich is produced by the registering of public vehicles and cars in the city 
of Dublin should go towards the repairs of the leading country roads, because 
those vehicles materially cut up the roads ; that would lessen what would be necessary 
for the repairs of the roads to or 4,000 A, which might be levied by a mixed 

house and land tax, if necessary ; I say a mixed house and land tax, for the reason 
that, on tlie Blcssington Trust, which vva.s created in 1829, they are afflicted both 
with a liouse and land lax ; and they complain that, though paying a house tax, they 
are also obliged to pay a county cess ; and what I mean by a mixed house and land 
tax is, that a man paying a house tax would be allowed to enjoy a certain quantity 
of land to that house, without being called upon to pay a land tax; and that for 
any thing he held over that, he should be taxed by a land tax towards the repairs of 
the road. 

16-2. To what extent do you go round Dublin in your calculation of 12,000/. 
for the repairs of the roads ? — The extent of tl»c county. 

163. Do you mean to include the cross roads? — No, the great leading roads. 

164. Do complaints arise from the charges on bricks and building materials on 
the northern side? — Yes. 

165. Are you aware of the Act for the Consolidation of the London Trusts, 
which took place in this country a few years ago? — Yes. 

166. Are you aware of the principles of that Bill? — Yes. 

167. Do you think that plan would be applicable to the consolidation of Trusts 
in tbe neighbourhood of Dublin ? — I would prefer the principle of a Bill that is 
about being passed for the Consolidation of Highways throughout England. 

168. Would you recommend that an Act should apply solely for the county of 
Dublin ?— -Yes, in which should be embodied (whether it were aTurnpike or other 
Act) the spirit of the English Bill. I am, however, (individually) entirely opposed 
to the principle of turnpikes; though it appears very fair, particularly so, as I 
know no instance of a Turnpike Trust in Ireland, that at the commencement did 
not originate in the best Acts of Parliament that could be passed ; and yet that 
they have all at some time been a job ; and that they are all, with two exceptions, 
at the present moment great grievances. I would sav, that the same mode of com- 
mencing well became rapidly a job, and has been continued so up to the present 
day. In 1829, one of the best Acts passed for the purpose in Ireland, was an Act 
making the Blessington Hoad a Turnpike Road; that Act orders the Trustees to 
have their accouuts jjublished annually in some public paper in Dublin; now I 
never could find out a paper in which such an account was published, nor could 
I ever fmd out a man who ever saw any thing of tbe kiad ; and I am told by one 
of the trustees that they aie at present 2,500/. in debt, and that they borrow 
money from each other at 6 per cent, and I know of my own knowledge the 
road is in an extremely bad state, and It was a new road when they took it 
in 1829. 

169. Does not the Bjessingtou Act give a power to any rate-payer to require 
publication of their accounts under a penalty? — No, it does not ; the annual receipts 
of that Trust at present, a trustee tells me, are 2,000/. per year. 

170. Is the Committee to understand that your objection to the principle of turn- 
pikes, with regard to Ireland, merely extends to the difficulty of establishing them 
vviihout jol)bing? — No, not exactly ; the vast expense that attends Turnpike Trusts 
is one objection; for instance, on every road on which we have a Turnpike Trust 
we must have two houses and two collectors, one at the city and one at the verge of 
the county ; now you cannot support either of these at an expense less than 50/. 
per year, that would be 100/. a year to each road; now, counting the roads, that 
would be 1,900/. per year the mere collection of turnpikes would cost you. Then 
another reason I have is this, that though it seems very fair that the man who uses 
the roads should pay for it, yet that, in point of fact, it is the interest of every 
man to keep a road as open as possible, in order that there may be the least bar 
to a proper supply of provisions in the market, and that it is the interest of the 
purchaser to raise a competition in the market, by which means they actually benefit 
more than they can possibly suffer by assisting to keep the roads in repair. 

171. Is it not well known that the city of Dublin is supplied with provisions, not 
•from the county of Dublin, but from the adjoining counties ? — Yes. 

• C45. 1-2" 172. Would 
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172. Would it not be hard on the inhabitants of the county of Dublin to pay for the 
support of those roads for farmers in the adjoining counties, who gain an advantao'e 
in the Dublin market ?— Certainly not; as well, I should conceive, should I make 
a man coming to my mill, where I wanted to buy his corn, pay a turnpike at my 
gate, as for the citizens to make the farmers pay turnpikes for coining on the 
roads of the county ; for if I make a man coming to rny mill pay at my gate cominw 
in, I must of course expect he wili take care to make me pay a sum equal to my 
gate toll in addition for his corn. I take it that if the citizens of Dublin keep the 
roads open, and keep them in repair, the fanners of the adjoining county .will 
find it their interest to bring double the quantity of produce into the Dublin market 
to' what tliey do now, and consequently the citizens w’ill get their provisions so much 
cheaper ; and as an instance, I may mention, that at the present moment the people 
of Waterford are complaining that provisions in their market are increased in price 
materially by the people at the farthest end of the county going to Youghab and 
other places, where they meet no interruption from turnpikes ; while on Uie roads 
leading to Waterford there are turnpikes ; and thus the people of this city are 
oppressed of course by w’antof competition in their market. 



Veiieris, ,' 23 * die Martii^ 1832 . 



R. MORE OTERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Ciiaui. 



Mr. 



Mr. Arthur Jones O'Keeffe, called in ; and further Examined. 

A n 7 'A-v vr ’ portion of the Evidence which you gave on a former day which 

AH hurJ.o Keef e, you ^ould wish to explain to the Committee?— Very little; I find I was quite 

43 March Correct in my statement relative to the large sum of money that would remain to 
1832. ’ Malahide Trust after deductmg the sum necessary for the Parliamentary Com- 

missioners of the Howth Road, and also the sum supposed by the best judges 
sufficient to keep the three miles of Strand Road in repair ; I was rather under than 
over in my calculation on the last day. 

174* You stated in your Evidence on a former day, that the trustees of this road 
were accused by the rate-payers of having topped a gentleman's wall at the public 

expense; would you conceive it unjust in trustees to top a wall, having lowered it 

in improving the road ?— Abstractedly, certainly not; but in this ca.se a great com- 
plaint is, that in many instances the trustees have taken care to repair their own 
walls, and enclose considerable portions of the road within their demesnes, wiiile they 
" fences, and injured to a large amount the property of other 

individuals, and yet have never given them any remuneration. 

175. Have you any other complaint against the trustees?— Many ; but I wish to 
explain that, from tlie situation in which I am placed, there are many charges 
Which could not have come within my own knowledge ; 1 will, not, however, state 
any t ling that. could not be sworn to, and which, if written proof were admitted, 
could not be given as evidence before this Committee. 

J 76. Can jou state any case to the Committee on such authority as you are fully 
able to re y upon?— Yes ; there is a fact of general notoriety in the country ; it is 
this: In the month of June 1828 the fences were cut awav/tlie crop of potatoes, 
lands of Terence Gorman, a respectable farmei', 
encroached on, m order to improve the breadth of the road ; he had a sworn valua- 
tion made of the damage he sustained; it amounted to 50/.: after eight years’ 
^•aiting, and much trouble, he succeeded at last, in the year 1 831 , in getting g /. 8 5., 
S t surveyor who made the valuation 2/. 5 s. That 

laci 1 had both from the surveyor and from Gorman, who would swear to it if 
.1 dow give the Committee authentically the receipts of the Malahide 
each yea°r™ having copied them from the trustees’ advertisements of 

nf atlmit them.?— Tl.ey arc not contested. Every year the receipts 

main an wl''' ; there are three-gates in the Trust, two of them 

„ *= “ “■ or hye gate ; the receipts of the bye gate I have 

' ' .not 
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not regularly, but I have them for five years ; and on striking the average of the five 
years, I find it gave 152/. a year, which, added to the sums copied from the adver- 
tisements, will give the following gross receipts from the year ,1813 to 1831. The 
average from 1826 to 1831 I have already given in ; they are 2,502/. 4f. British. 
The receipts of 1814 were 2,302/. Irish; 1815,2,302/.; 1816, 2,570/.; 1817* 
2,377/.; 1818, 2,402/.; iSig, 2,427/.; 1820, 2.570/.; 1821, 2,710/.; 1822, 
2,722/.; 1823,2,422/.; 1824,2,802/.; 1825,2,827/. 135'. \od. I make this 
•Return on their own authority, merely allowing the average of 152/. a year for the 
receipts of the small gate ; and deducting this 152 /. from the receipts of each year, 
the exact sum annually advertised by the trustees th(;rnselves will remain. I can 
also show this Honourable Committee that those trustees could have had the 
Malahide Road repaired for one half what it is allowed would remain to them after 
deducting the sum allotted the Parliamentary Commissioners for the Howth Road, 
and the sum necessary to keep the Strand Road in repair, for I find in the Freeman’s 
Journal, a Dublin paper of December 24th, 1827, an advertisement from the 
Malahide Turnpike Trust to let their tolls, and after giving their receipts for four or 
five years previous, on which the following offer was made : “ To the Trustees and 
“ Directors of the Malahide Hoad: — Gentlemen, I propose to keep the line of road 
“ commencing at Ear! Charlemont’s domain, and ending at Mallahide, in repair, equal 
“ to that of the Howth line, for the sum of 900/. per annum, for three years, or for 
“ a longer period if agreed upon. Security to any amount for the work will be given. 

“ Charles Parren,” 

178. What were the expenses at that period of the repairs of the road ? — To the 
public they were upwards of 224/. British per mite ; and if it really cost that sum for 
good roads, provided they had them, and could see how the money was expended, 

I am certain the people would never complain. Our principal complaint is, tliat we 
can get no account of the expenses of any of the Trusts round Dublin, and con- 
sequently we can give no correct information on the expenditure ; but kuow'ing the 
receipts of this Trust for a certain number of years, we know what they have per 
mile ; and deducting the sums already mentioned as allotted to the Commissioners of 
the Howth Road, and the probable sum for keeping in repair the Strand Road, we 
can see that there is a sum of 224/. British per mile lying in the hands of the trustees 
from 1826 to this period. That is the only way we can come at a tolerably correct 
conclusion as to the expenditure. 

179. Therefore, having no knowledge of the expenditure, in order to discover it, 
Mr. Earrcn oflers to'repair the road fur a certain sum? — Not to come at that; he is 
a gentleman who has an immense traffic on the road, has taken down part of a hill 
himself, and by his activity has greatly contributed to having the road put in repair. 
There are other grievances beside those, solely attributable to the trustees, subjects of 
complaint on this line of road. For instance; 1 myself am living between two turn- 
pikes; I can move neither one way or the other witliout paying toll. On this l oad there 
was a hole 35 yards long, 4I feet deep, and 6 feet wide, for three or four or five 
months ; and adjoining that there was, for a period equally long, a pool of water 58 
yards in length, and the entire width of the road, with only the top of a wall about 
22 inches wide for a foot passenger ; so that if the tide were in, should he slip, no 
improbability of a dark night, he must ffill either into the pool or the sea. I have 
myself contributed out of my pocket to fill up other very large holes on this line of 
road ; and though lying, ns I have just said, between two turnpikes, those holes I now- 
speak of are being repaired by county, or rather, I believe, barony cess. 

180. How is it that that road is now repaired by county cess, being a turnpike 

road ? — It is a faultof the system ; the trustees are not to be blamed in this instance ; 
though they have power to put turnpikes at both ends of the road, they are not 
obliged to repaiv it. Our general complaint however is of money matters ; that we 
cannot get at the accounts of the expenditure. _ _ 

181. In a former answer to the Committee, you stated that you had an objection 
to-tLinipikes ; have you any plan to propose to the Committee, by which the roads 
round Dublin might be repaired more efficiently than they are at present, by doing 
away with turnpikes?— I wish to mention that the general feeling in the northern 
districts of the county of Dublin is for an equal system ot any kind, and that they 
are not at all opposed to turnpikes. The plan 1 would suggest is this, that all 
vehicles of every description, in both county and city, should be registered, and the 
expense necessary for keeping the great roads in repair be levied by a graduated 
tax on each, wliich • should form a common land, and be under the controul ot 
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Mr. ^ one board of commissioners resident in Dublin ; that the freeholders of 0 >1 
Art hur J. 0 Keej t. barony should elect a “ vvaywardeh,’’ whose business should be, to take and 
.. , an account of the number of vehicles of evet'y description within the barony • 

mit a copj to tlie corainissioiiers’ ofBce in Dublin, on the first Monday of januar' 
in cadi year, and two other copies to the churchwardens of each parish on the same 
day, who should call a vestry witliin ten days after the receipt thereof, and suhmit 
the copies of said waywarden's Return to the parisliioners for correction, lest an ' 
should be returned in the parish with more or less vehicles than they possessed ■ and 
after the examination of said Returns by the parishioners at two vestries to be’ held 
for that purpose, at not less than ten days from each other, or more than fifteen 
that the said churchwardens should transmit one of the corrected copies to the offire 
of said commissioners in Dublin, file the other, and copy it into a book belonnina ti, 
the parish, kept for that purpose. 'Ihc vehicles most dilficLilt of renistry beina 
already registered within the city of Dublin, two waywardens would be sufficient 
for the city, who should follow the same routine as those in the county. That all 
vehicles plying for hire should, as at present, be publicly numbered, but that the 
proprietors of all vehicles, whether public or private, of whatever description should 
be obliged to pay at the coinmissioiiers’ office, between the 1st and loth of .’lamiarv 
in each year, their yearly (or half-yearly) proportion of the great road tax and for 
which the corniiiissioners' officer should be obliged to give a certificate or rcceiot 
without fee or reward; and that tlie officer of said commissioners should transmit fti 
thechiirchwardens ofeach parish a copy of the names of the persons Imviiispaid with 
he number of vehicles for which they paid, after he had received the con'ccted list 
heicinbefore mentioned from said cluirdiwardens ; which said list of payments slioiild 
also be copied into a book kept for that purpose by the said cburchwardcns, and. 
together with the list liereiiibetore mentioned, as corrected by the piirisliioiicrs them- 
selves, be road at each of tlie two next succeeding road vestries; and that the 
■board of commissioners should annually furnish a copy of llieir accounts to Par- 
liament, and publish them in some three Dublin newspapers. It is respectfully 
subiiiittcd, that the burden of keeping the roads in repair being liras divided among 
ZL ■’ I of levying the tax 

collft .‘“''il incurred iiy toll-houses; gates and 

collcctois, the ciifforeiicc of course will be saved to the public. The parisliioner-s 
lemselves are an effectual check on any favouritism or roguery which may be 
m-iTwIio r‘ ‘’/‘'’“V*" "'fy»'‘>' aons Of the officer of tlie^coiumissioiiers. The 
a t nalilp bv Tho f ‘ (“" °>'jcct never 
fiee tleroLs oX"a“^ “iid caravans will pass 

nee , the roads to the city will be open, and the city itself benefit larsely bv an 

aXr the farmed ''7, og'io"lto™l produce, from ils olnjas well 
this niff 7res Z oounties, liaving submitted the outline of 

this plan, It is respectfully conceived, that entering more ininutely into details would 
only trespass on tile valuable time of this Honourable Committee 

citJ it hJ.Z ““ r "if 7 oiooo ?-Coniity and 

ofi's em is tlv r^P'' reason why" I suggest any cLiige 

tlm I cannot thtL ir-"''!*' ® ^ 1“''° ‘0 tarap'ikes ; mid I must add, 

productive of inlihin ° south of Dublin after finding them so 

fs for r^qn^^ty i?a“; way"" ’ 

cxacffy. directors there are in the Malahide Trust ?- Not 

it never am " numerous body ? Yes, I think there are twenty-four ; several on 

of tlicni many arc required to form a board ? — Five or seven; one 

attemle" dm bZd "le petition against the system, who, I am certain, never 
several of the t majority of Trusts there arc 

tncsn.o^:ri;ir*:::yrgrea^ a„dyet where there are the 

not aiding or^nS™\"'’^P‘^ cloak, by llieir 

not ^“ending or perhaps knowing themselves to be elected. ’ ^ 

a number of^trusfee. ‘'ic, Committee any instance of a road on which there arc 
of trustees, consisting of persons of fiigl, rank, and where the acting 

.trustees 
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trustees are persons who have a direct interest in the managemenl of llie road? — Mr. 

Sevei'al ; that is the general case M’ith Turnpike Trusts in Ireland. The Mullingar Aiihui- J. O’Keeffe. 
Trust I can name in particular, the AshbourncTrust also. 

1 88. When you use the word Ashbourne Trust, do vou refer to the whole Trust March, 

or to some portion of the Trust ? — 1 make a distinction between that part of it in * 

the county of Dublin, and that part in the county of Meath. 

189. With respect to the Malahide Trust, you .stated, that trustees were often 
elected without their knowledge; how is the election carried on? — When there is a 
vacancy the directors name an individual, generally some man of rank or influence, 
as Lord Charleinont, and Lord Howth, who petition against them. Lord Dungarvan 
wlio only resided in that part of the country for three years, was elected a trustee, while 
the gentleman whose property the last named nobleman rented was never elected. 

Ihe hooks, of course, can only afford unquestionable proof how often those and other 
noble individuals attended the board. 

190. Did Lord Howlh sign any iietition complaining of the abuses of any of tlie 
Turnpike Trusts round Dublin ? — Yes, a petition complaining of the Malahide Trust. 

191. In your previous Evidence you stated these words : “ I believe the following 
“ to be the case, that some of the directors on that road have topped their own walls 

at the public expense.” Do you mean by “ some” that there are several in- 
stances of it?— There are two or three or four instances; the books, if produced, ought 
to entirely clear up the question. 

192. Are the roads of the Malahide Trust repaired by contract? — Not by con- 
tract; their not being so was, 1 believe, one reason why the gentleman willing to 
contract advertised to tlie trustees, as they vvoulcl not comply witlr tlic Act of Par- 
liament, and advertise for a contractor. I understand tljo manner of repairing is 
this : the money received, after paying salaries and so forth, is divided among 
the directors, proportionably to the portion of road given to the care of each 
respectively. 

193. Do you know this to be the fact? — This I have from their own secretary. 

194. That the way the road is repaired, is to divide whatever money the tolls 
proiluce amongst lliemselves, proportionably to the extent of road they each under- 
take to keep in repair ? — Yes. 

195. So that they have formed a contract among themselves to repair the road ? 

— Yes. 

igG. Is the road in a bad state of repair? — At present not' so ; for the last three 
or four months they have been very careful in repairing it. 

197. Are you aware whether the Trust is in debt? — I cannot say at present. 

198. To what do the salaries of the officers amount? — They cannot be much; 

30/. is all they are allowed by Act of Parliament for a clerk. They originally were 
allowed 2/. a milefor supervisors, but by a later Act they pay 4/. a mile ; so that, 
allowing them eleven miles to keep in repair at 4/. per mile, salaries could be no 
more than 74/., and adding 10/. for a treasurer’s clerk, they cannot exceed 84/. Irish 
per annum, 

199. Do the public complain of the amount of salaries on the road ? — No ; what 
the public complain of is, the non-accounting for the immense sums of money re- 
ceived. Tliere is part of that road I never gave the Committee a proper idea of; 
that is the Strand part. Up to this last winter it w'as almost impassable ; it was 
constantly I'cpaired with sea sand ; after a few days this became miid, and so they 
were constantly employed in throvving sand on and scraping mud oft’. The super- 
visors too are highly objectionable, because, from their situation in life, they cannot 
understand road-making upon any principle beyond throwing stones into a “ rut” 
or hole until it is full. 

200. Is tlierc any competent engineer looking over that road? — No. I should 
have mentioned before, that, at the formation of this Board under the Act of Par- 
liament, the directors were obliged to account quarterly on oath to the trustees; 
but the directors being also trustees, and the greater number of trustees never at- 
tending, the management of the road is of course with the directors ; and it must 
follow, tliat it is now the directors accounting quarterly to themselves as trustees. 

I can also add, that tlte secretary admitted to me large defalcations in the funds on 
that road, particularly by the secretary who was in office previous to himself; also 
by a man of the name of Connor, who died in the receipt of the tolls, as well as by 
the failure of Lord Newcomen’s bank, who was one of the trustees, and in whose 
hands the money was deposited ; the securities, in no instance, as I understoodj being 
made available. 

. 645- F 4 201. Can 
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201. Can you state the amount of losses in that case? — I cannot; mo cannot 
come at any thing but the receipts. 

202. What did the secretary admit to you ? — The facts, from the best information 
I could receive, are these : On a certain day the receiver at the tollgate brougljt in 
his quarter’s rent to the Board : a late secretary, the only person in attendance 
received the money, and entered it on the books as received frotri the toll-renter 
by the secretary ; the toll-man went home, and next morning an advertisement ap. 
peared, which can, I believe, be forthcoming to this Honourable House, offerine 
a reward of 50/. for the books. 

203. Had they been stolen ? — I cannot say how they disappeared, but they were 
not to be found. The trustees gave Connor a receipt in full for his rent, the secre- 
tary was dismissed, and a new one engaged. 

204. You learned this fact from the secretary? — I learnt it from another inclivi- 
dual, and I then went to the present secretary in order to have'it authenticated 
and who merely added, “ No doubt there were sad doingSj” but wished to know 
“ what use there was in" my “ ripping up old sores.” 

205. What is the name of the present secretary? — James Bradley; I believe a 

very respectable man. . ' 

206. You mean to convey to the Committee that the former secretary had been a 
defaulter, and also a toll-keeper, and you adduce this as an instance of malpractice? 
— Of mismanagement in the Trust. 

207. From your knowledge of road-making, what would you conceive should he 
the amount expended in keeping each perch of that road in repair ? — I should say 
that two ton and a quarter of well-broken stone ought to keep a perch of it in excel- 
lent repair; that would be about 2s. 4 d. a. ton, or 5s. ^d. per perch; the mere 
spreading must be a trifle, say 2d. ; making altogether about 3s. ^d. a perch, or 
81/. 1 3^.4 if. a mile (Irish), exclusive of scrapings. 

208. Are you aware, that under the present system roads are kept in repair at 
1 a perch ? Yes, but in my last answer I have purposely made a very liberal 
allowance. Besides, the traffic being much greater near Dublin than in the interior of 
the country, the expense of the roads will be proportionably greater, notwitlistanding 
the abundance of materials. 

209. Are you a member of a committee appointed at a meeting of the county 
of Dublin to inquire into the state of tlie Turnpike Trusts within that county? 
— Yes. 

210. As one of that committee, were you deputed to examine into any Acts of 
Parliament respecting tlie roads passing through that county? — Yes. 

21 1. Can you state to the Committee, from the inquiries which you have made, 

**^°^*’ clauses in the Acts relative to those roads, taking 

each Act in itself? It is impossible for me, when speaking on that portion of this 
inquiry, to confine myself to Acts affecting the county of Dublin, because the Trusts 
extending further, 1 am obliged to enter into other counties. The Act vrhich 
i would first mention refers to the Knocksedan Trust, and is the 38th of 
ueorge III. c. 31. I complain, that if an individual happens to load his 
horse too heavily with manure, sand, &c. &c. and throws down part to lighten the 
load, and comes back for what he had thrown down on the road, by this Act 
he is liable to public whipping. The section runs thus ; “ And be it further 
enacted. That all dirt, straw, rubbish, gravel or lime, wdiich shall be laid on the 
«« 11 hereby required to be forfeited to the directors, and 

shall be disposed of by them as they shall think fit.” I am not complaining of 
What 1 have read .so far, but I do strongly complain of what follows : “ And that if 
^ any person not authorized by the said directors shall draw away any part thereof, 
^ such persons shall be deemed to have feloniously stolen the same, and shall bepro' 
^ seemed and punished as any person feloniously stealing like goods being the private 
proper y o another ; ^ Provided always. That no such person shall be sentenced to 
transportation, or any other punishment than fine, imprisonment or 
nnH That I complain of as a most unprecedented clause, 

con6nedm ttirAct”nlTeC!^”*‘''^“™P'^ 

instance of that severe punishment having been 
or«>ntpr HO Turnpike Trust in the neighbourhood of Dublin, to the 

5 'rni;r • nnimtihiTf 0 ^ Parliament I must not object, exceptingthe Blessington 

annears tn which, the greatest abuses exist. The Blessington Act 

P 0 e one of the fairest Irish 'I'urupike Acts on the statute book. 

It 
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It is the 1 oth of Geo. IV. c. 75 ; by it the Trustees (among whom I find, as usual, 
names of the most honourable men) are required to publish their accounts annually ; 
and notwithstanding, I am informed by a member of their own Board that they arc 
enormously in debt, and the road, I can bear witness to, is in an extremely bad state, 
though the receipts are 2,000/. per annum, and materials in abundance along the 
line. _ Neither did I, ever see a publication of their accounts, nor meet with an 
individual who could say he had either seen or heard of a newspaper in which they 
were published. 

213 ' Is there an instance of a Turnpike Bill apparently and ostensibly made for 
one road by whicli tolls were increased upon another? — Yes; the 76th section of 
38 Geo. III. gives a new lease of the road from Naas to Limerick of fifty years to 
the individuals who then held it for thirty years. I complain, on the Trust from 
Dublin to Mullingar, that at the present moment, and for a length of time, the 
entire management of the Trust has got into the hands of four or five individuals. 
I wish to tnenlioii that in all the Turnpike Acts the powers of borrowing money 
have, as far as I can see, been abused, but particularly in this one. By the second 
section of 7 Geo. ir. it appears the trustees on the Mullingar Road had, in two 
years from their incorporation, borrowed 12,400/.; they then, in a few years after- 
wards, borrowed more, until their debts amounted to 15,000/. An Act of Parlia- 
ment then passed, by means of which, according as they got into delit, they were 
exempted from the operation of the General Turnpike Act, passed in the very same 
year they got their last Act renewing their lease, to enable them to pay off 
the 15,000/. This is the 17 & 18 Geo. III. c. 23, and by it the Trustees of the 
Mullingar Road are particularly exempted from complying with the General Act, 
which provides that the accounts should be returned regularly to the Clerk of the 
Peace ; and the ground on which they are exempted is, “ that the several regulations 
“ prescribed by the several laws made in this kingdom. for the repairing the Turn- 
" pike Roads following; that is to say, from Dublin to Dunleer, from Dunleer to 
“ Dundalk, from Dundalk to Newry and Baiibridge, and from Dublin to Mui- 
“ lingar, being fully sufficient to enforce a due execution of the said laws respectively; 
“ it is unnecessary that they should be subject to the General Turnpike Act.” 
Now it appears from the Acts of Parliament themselves, tliat though both the 
Mullingar and Dunleer Trusts were exempted at that time specially by this Act 
from the General Turnpike Act, they were actually at the same period every day 
going more and more into debt, and that in a few years afterwards the Mullingar 
trustees were obliged to dispose of their interest in the road to Mr. Anderson and 
Mr. Webb. Again, by a clause in their favour, in the 19 & 20 Geo. Ill, both these 
Trusts are still more completely cloaked from giving any account of their money, 
and at the present moment the Dunleer Trust remains in debt 13,000/. The 
trustees of this last-named Trust, in two years after their appointment, borrowed 
11,000/.; in twenty years after there was an Act passed for the securing the debts 
then due, or which should become due. In the Act of 3 Geo. nr. c. 30, I find a 
clause for the more effectual amending and repairing the said Road, beginning at 
White’s Lane, in the city of Dublin, and also for securing the debts wliicli are 
now due, or which hereafter shall become due, to the creditors of the said road. 
Again, there is another Act, in 1773-74, ten years after the last, with nearly 
the same words as the former relative to the creditors, wherein it was declared 
“ reasonable, as several of the forty-one years, for which the previous Act vvas to 
“ continue, had elapsed, that the said time should be renewed for the better 
“ securing the debts that are owing to the several creditors of the said road 
and yet in three years afterwards the trustees are exempted from accounting. All 
the previous Acts were repealed by 27 Geo. in. c. 59, and by it the tolls were 
trebled, and the road divided into three divisions. In the very next year this Act 
was again amended by 2S Geo. III., giving power to borrow 3,000/.; and in the 
next year, by 29 Geo. III. c. 23, the last Act was amended by giving additional 
powers to borrow 10,000/., amounting with the previous debts to 24,000/., for about 
thirty Irish miles of toad; and yet they are twice exempted from returning their 
accounts to any office; once, by a special Act of Parliament, 17 & 1 8' Geo. in. 
made for the Dunleer and the Mullingar Trust, and again by the 19 & 20 of the 
same reign. Under the Act of 29 Geo. III., the tolls on the Dunleer Road were 
considerably raised, and remained stationary until 1 829, when there was a new Agt, 
10 , Geo. IV. c. 63, procured for that road, by which Act the trustees arc still, as 
safe from returning any account to, the public as under any of the former; and it 
appears that on the Dunleer Road, the receipts in the county of Dublin alone from 
, 645* Gr ' ' the 
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the gates, without taking into consideration either the coaches or the caravan 
which are always kept in the liands of the trustees, amount to 1,405/. per annum *’ 
214. Do you mean to give these as instances of the improper manner in which 
Acts of Parliament for Turnpike Trusts were passed in Ireland ? —Yes ■ on th 
Trust from Dublin to Mullingar. The 26th of Geo III. c. 41. commences bv 
declaring that the trustees were unable to borrow the 2,000/. granted them und ^ 
the 21 & 22 Geo. III. and that the shortness of the period given for the receiot 
of the additional tolls inflicted by the last Act, operated so as to rendei- that increase 
altogether useless, and enacts that those additional tolls are to continue until th 
c.\piration of the term granted to the turnpikes themselves on that road • hut not* 
withstanding the poverty of the Trust, the 2 1st section raises the salary of the 
treasurer to 100/. a year, of the registrar to 50/. a year, and of the survevor to 
40/. a year. The 27th of Geo. III. gives the Commissioners of Wide Streets in 
Dublin, power to contribute 850/. towards the funds of this Trust, or rather' to 
expend that sum tliemselves on widening and repairing part of tlie road near Dublin 
and provides that the Commissioners should account for that S50/. to tiie Imprest 
Account Office. There is not, however, any mention made of the trustees 
accounting to any office. The 2,000/. granted by the 21st and 22d Geo lit they were 
not able to borrow ; their credit was entirely gone, and tlie Commissioners of Wide 
Streets were now empowered by .30th Geo. III. to lend the Trust 3,800/ on gettins 
a mortgage of 300/. a year on the tolls for nine years, if the tolls should continue so 
long. It appears by the 3tst of Geo. III., passed in the very next year, that the 
Commissioners of Wide Streets regretted the bargain they had made ; for the 11st 
of Geo. III. c. 51. declares that, “ Whereas the 300/. a year has been assigned to tlie 
Commissioners, and part of the work has been ' executed, but the expense of nur 
“ cliasing the houses at Island Bridge, in order to make the road sufficiently wide 
“ aniounts to a very large sum.” It goes on to enact, “ That the Commissioners 
ol Wide btreets be empowered to assign the said annual sum of 300/ a year 
losucli person or persons as shall advance the sum of 3,800/. for the purpose of 
completing the said road to Island Bridge, and from thence to Chapelizod ” The 
35th of Geo. III. repeals all former Acts relating to this road, as beiilg found by ex- 
perience inefficient; and the 1 4lh section increased the toll., on stage carriages to double 
what It was for priyate coaches, and adds 5s. additional on each horse in every stage 
or mail-coach carping more than six passengers inside, and three besides the drivir 
allmledAn r," uss.gned undct this Act, to Mr. Anderson, so often 

nf ^ '‘ssignnient they had to expend the sum 

ot 10,000/. upon the roadj or rather they were oblioed to eive 2 000/ to the 

others 000 /^a“*^ ^ ‘’“■‘1°" n‘ on ‘l‘o debts, to expend the 

rrorir f fr ^ “ fon ever, without requiring any debentures or other 

Z 111 f O'- fy-nent thereof, and to keep the road in repair for thirty- 

one years from the date of the contract, and also to pay over to the trustees or then- 

rtrtVrc„r‘T' dischLgirs‘;tvScst Tsm/" 

s nor bearing only 4 per cent., and tile other^l,l50 /. bearing 

h mnv payment of officers ■ salaries and contingent expenses. Now 

LZLl ^ 1 ' “ 0 . to the Committee, that we particularly 

Act of T>rrl nm T,f T accounts. Here we find, by an 

t n rf r'''" fot the payment of officers for 

interes?Uhe n 1^“ delivered the road to the lessees, and that the yearly 

LaaTn i ,fo iho? 1 “f ‘Ito dolance until the road came 

III knlwiedae W “ “ i‘ expenditure since, ive have 

Tlnsrirenfelv present moment the management of this 

who with Mr Anrla of four ot five individuals, coach proprietors, the same 

rL and^Li 1 fifty years’ lease of the Naas 
frrat|?es nt leld‘’'“‘,r'r’‘/n P™“^‘='* “'o Act under which the tolls 

frusteeratfrmlmd 1 Ashbourne Road. About two years ago those Mullingar 
™ouTor ?aZr 2 1"''™'’'=" resisted, iroughf the parties imo 

Countv Court rhe t ^1^' drou^it them into Court; and being deleated at the 
thirsirved lit i ZT- *“ ; “d being defeated there, 

a SIlThiowl W >1 'r s‘‘™ "P.P'y f"-- « Act of pirliament. It is 
repair, at something trustees is the contractor for keeping this road in 

partners on the roa^ nnU Z” ^ *Pde; that he and another trustee are coach 
of what vehicles thev n1f« ^ contract with themselves, as.trustees for the toll, 

be rZurnld that tKr I ™ f“<tt, it -will appear, if the books 

be returned, that the majority who have attended at that board J a length of time 

• have 
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have been entirely confined to one family, with the law agent of the Trust, who is also 
treasurer, and has 100/. a year for filling theoffice. 

215. Was Mr. Anderson, the lessee of the Kilcullen Road, a coach proprietor? 
— He was proprietor of nearly all the mails in Ireland, of those running on the 
last-named road from Dublin to Mullingar and Galway, and of those running from 
Dublin through Naas to Limerick. 

216. Are yon aware that on the road from Dublin to Kilcullen the proprietor 
has a power of levying additional toll for any horse drawing a vehicle for hire? 
— I am aware of the additional toll. I know that one coach proprietor pays the 
lessee of that road 808/., and the Post-^office pays him 1,387/. a year toll. 
I believe the gross receipts are something about 5,02.'')/. a year. I am quite certain 
of the 808/. that I have alluded to, and of the 1,387 /. from the Post-office. 



Lima:, 26 “ die Mai'tii 1832 . 



R, MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, IN THE CuAia. 



JVillum Edward O'Callaghan, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

217. WHERE do jou reside?— At Wlieatfield, Collinstown, in the county of 
Dublin. 

218. Are you a considerable landholder? — Yes, I hold some land in that 
County. 

219. A considerable quantity? — I hold altogether nearly 70 Irish acres. 

220. Have you found that the cultivation of your land was impeded by the nigh 
toll charged for manure upon the Dublin and IVfullingar Trust? — I have. On the 
1st of April 1829, the lessee of the Mullingar Turnpike Board increased tl)e tolls 
upon cars from three halfpence Irish to sixpence British. Of this proceedin« no 
notice was given to the public by the trustees. In consequence of this attempt to 
increase the tolls, a meeting was convened at Chapdizod, and numerously attended, 
and they entered into resolutions, one of which was to this purport, directing the 
committee appointed upon that occasion to wait upon the trustees on the next 
Board day, in hopes of an amicable adjustment of the transaction. We waited upon 
the Turnpike Board agreeable to the resolution ; we proposed an arbitration, and to 
submit the matter in dispute to any five or six commissioners or trustees, with two 
asses.sors as legal advisers, one on their part, and the other on the part of the public. 
Tl»e trustees proposed meeting us on the Wednesday following, at College Green, at 
Mr. Needlianj’s bank, and desired us to bring the cars there on which increased toll 
had been levied. We acceded to this proposal, and met the trustees, bringing the 
cars for their inspection. The result of this meeting was, that the trustees named 
Mr. Serjeant Blackburn on their part, and we Mr. Martley, on the part of the public. 
The trustees appointed the following Monday for holding the arbitration. On 
Sunday evening, Sir Richard Willcocks, one of the committee, received a letter, 
which I saw, from the Register of the Trust, declining any further arbitration. 
We had prepared every thing, employed counsel, and so forth, for the arbitration, 
August the 1,5th, a trial was held at Kilinainham at the Quarter Sessions, and a jury 
had been specially summoned for the purpose, by order of Mr. Blacker, Chairman 
of the county Dublin. There was an inspection of the cars by the jury, and a verdict 
was given against the trustees without the least hesitation. Immediately after this 
trial and verdict, the trustees had laotico served upon the plaintiff that they would 
appeal to the King’s Bench to set the verdict aside, as contrary to law. Oti 
September the 2d, a notice appeared in one of the Dublin papers, from the 
trustees, that they would apply to Parliament for a new Act to alter and 
increase the existing tolls. 1 think it necessary to read the notice to the Com- 
mittee, for it is of very great importance : — 

“ Mullingar Turnpike Road. 

“ Notice is hereby given, That an application is intended to be made to Parliament 
in the ensuing Session, for leave to bring in a Bill to alter and amend a certain Act of 
Parliament passed in tiie thirty- fifth year of the reign of his late Majesty Kint» 
George the Third, intituled, ‘ An Act for improving and repairing the Turnpike 
‘ Road leading from Dublin to Mullingar, and for repealing the several Laws 
^ heretofore made relating to said Road;’ and also one other Act of Parliairjent 
passed in the fifty-seventh year of the reign of his said late Majesty, intituled, 
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IF. E. (fCqHagh«tt, ‘ An Act to continue the Term of an Act passed in the Parliament of Ird 

‘ in the thirty-fifth year of his present Majesty, for improving and repairing T 
■ Turnpike Road leading from Dublin to Mullingar, and for repealing the sever I 
‘ Laws heretofore made relating to the said Road ; ’ which said road now ■ 
through the several Parishes of St. James, Ballyfermott, Chapelizod, Palnierstow™ 
Esher and Lucan, in the county of Dublin ; also through the several Parishe *"f 
Leixlip, Maynooth, Larahrien, Kilcock, Cloncurry, Rathcore, Cadamstmvn Ralhn°* 
drimna and Kilriney, in the county of Kildare, also through the parish of Clonard' 
in the counties of Kildare and Meath, and also through the several parishes 
Killucan, Kinnegad and Mullingar, in the county of Westmeath,- anil that it ° 
intended to alteii and INCREASE the several existing rales, tolls’ and duties now 
payable at the several gates on the said road, under and by virtue of the I 
Acts by changing the several rates, tolls and duties thereby made payable in 
late Irish currency, and whicli shall not be otherwise altered into rates tolls and 
duties of the same- nominal amount in the present currency; and also ’by aolho- 
nziiig and empowering the commissioners of said road to demand and take ai 
the several gates now erected or hereafter to be erected on the said road the 
several rates, tolls and duties following, in lieu and stead of the rates tolls’ and 
duties payable under said Acts in respect of the several matters hereunder mentioned ■ 
that IS to say : For every jaunting-car; gig or other carriage with two wheels, the sum 
ol hrf. for each horse or other beast drawing the same; for every carriage with 
either three, four or any greater number of wheels, drawn by one horse or other beast' 

beast, then the sum of 6 d. for each horse or other beast drawing the same- for 
every horse, inare, gelding, ass or mule, laden or unladen, the sum of Hd- for 
every drove of oxen, cows or neat cattle, the sum of 2s. 6d. by the scoreMi’d so 
in pioportion for any greater or lesser number; for every drove of calves, sheep 
iambs or pigs, the sum ot 1 s. 3d. by the score, and so in pioportion for any greate; 
01 lesser number; for every wiiggon, wain, dray, cart, car or other descripdon of 
carriage for the conveyance of goods, with four wheels, the sum of 6d. ■ fim every 
horse or other beast drawuig the same, provided the wheels thereof shall not be less 
than FOUR inches in breadth, but if the wheels thereof shall be less than four inches 
in breadth, then the sum of 1 s. for every horse or otiier beast drawing the same • 

thrsmiV/iyfir e T 0’'°““'' ‘''“'■'“I?® f"'- conveyance of goods,’ 

erTshalftt Inn rra r ‘'‘■‘“''"S P'-ovided the wheeh 

L formed ^ f ‘‘Cr, and shall 

Xl whlh shall r flat headed nails, bolts or serLs, 

and which shall not project above the surface or level of such streaks or shoeins- 

and ttot^hr St’ h “t P"t “S turn round the axletree, 

XkXt hid r I 1 u ^ be not flat and set on with counter! 

rboveXXwW l’ 1 'T'""'"’ Of at^teivs sl.all prhiect 

XoThe hlXl faaah streaks or shoeing, the sum of 8 d for each birse 

01 otbe. beast drawing the same ; and also to demand and take for every 

hoXoXthe? hT'^t h^* t'achinery, whether with or witlioni any 

rial sL, 1 lirer X '^^'■y passenger which sncl. car- 

niadiinX while P"'™"* '“■'tinge propelled by steam or 

niachmerj, whether with or without any horse or other beast, the Lm of ll for every 

not"Xll7fluri °h' P™"''"' et rollers shaU 

then the^lXf X f' ’1 “ , “trollers shall exceed four in number, 

and everXcXhX'' fell wheel or roller; provided also, that each 

across the sole n t' 1 shall not he less than tw'o inches and a half in breadth 

slaU bf less Ian " X “*■= ““■^'t “t rollers, or any of them, 

then the sTm of XT “a*' '^''cadth across the sole or tier tliereol 

provided Xh whei “”i “t toUft andcr or affixed to the same, 

or rollers shall evee d1 to ers-sliall nor, exceed four in number; and if such wheels 
wheel o? roto X X' “■ f“t each and every sncl. 

carriage for the mnv. I^aggca. ^’am, dray, cart, car or other description of 
XThfrXhXwZ^T seeds propelled by steam or any machinery, 
and so in DroDortioXnfa^ horse or. other beast, the sum of 4 if. for every ton weight, 
the weinht of such^-agroii' " eight borne or carried thereby, including 

for the conveyance nfffn.-, Ha other description of carriage 

y ■ - g ) provjtjed the wheels or rollers under or attached to the 
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same shall be of the breadth of three inches and a half at the least, and the gross 
weight thereof shall not exceed one ton and a half; and the like sum of 4i/. for 
every ton weight, and so in proportion for any greater or lesser weight borne or 
carried by such waggon, wain, dray, cart, car or other description of carriage for the * 
conveyance of goods, where the weight borne or carried by such waggon, wain, dray, 
cart, car or other description of carriage for the conveyance of goods shall exceed 
one ton and a half, and shall not exceed four tons, including the weight of such 
waggon, wain, dray, cart, car or other description of carriage tor the conveyance of 
goods, provided the wheels or rollers under or attached to the same shall be of the 
breadth of four inches and a half at the least; and the like sum of 4r/. for every 
ton weight, and so in proportion for any greater or lesser weight borne or carried by 
Such waggon, wain, dray, cart, car or other description of carriage for the conveyance 
of goods, including the weight of such waggon, wain, dray, cart, car or other descrip- 
tion of carriage for the conveyance of goods, provided the wheels or rollers under or 
attached thereto be of the breadth of six. inches at the least, and provided the shoeing or 
streaks of any of the wlieels or rollers of any such carriage shall not be flat, or shall be 
set on with high or sprig-headed nails, bolts or screws, or with any nails, bolts or screws 
not being counter-sunk and flat-headed, or which shall project above the level or 
surface ot such streaks or shoeing ; and for every waggon, wain, dray, cart or car or 
other description of carriage for the conveyance of goods propelled by steam or any 
machinery, whether with or without a horse or other beast, in case the wheels or 
rollers under or attached to the same shall not be of the respective breadths afore- 
said, or in case the weights borne or carried by such waggon, wain, dray, cart, car or 
other description of carriage for the conveyance of goods, including as aforesaid, shall 
exceed the weights hereinbefore respectively mentioned, or in case the shoeing or streaks 
of any such wheels or rollers shall not be flat, or shall be set on with high sprig-headed 
nails, or other nails, bolts or screws, not being counter -sunk and flat-headed, or which 
shall project above the level or surface of such streaks or shoeing, double the rates, lolls 
and duties above mentioned. Dated tliis 2d day of September 1 829. By order, (signed) 

D. S'mmondsy Solicitor for the Commissioners of said road, Glare-street, Dublin.” 

By that notice it would have increased the tolls on the cars that were passing 
heretofore from 1 {d. to ^d., and upon every cart upon that line of road it 
would have increased the toll from 6 d. British to 8(/. British. Upon seeing the 
notice, I, as secretary to the former committee at the former meeting held at 
Chapelizod, wrote to the Registrar of the Mullingar Board, Mr. Sullivan, (which 
letter 1 have) to request that he would furnish the committee with answers to the 
following queries : 1st. What each of the three divisions on said road are annually 
let for ? 2d. How many mail day coaches and caravans ply on said road, who 

tliey belong to, and what turnpike each pays, and to whom ? 3d. How many 

trustees are there on said road ; is the number complete ? 4tli. WIto contracts for 
tlie repairs of said road ? On the 19th of October, I received the following letter 
from Mr. Sullivan, declining any reply to said queries : — “ Sir, In reply to your letter 
“ requiring answers to certain questions relative to the receipts and expenditures of 
“ the Mullingar Turnpike Road, I have to inform you that the commissioners do not 
“ consider themselves called on to return any reply thereto, inasmuch as your letter 
" did not state the object you bad in view for putting the questions contained therein.” 

On the 14th of November I wrote a letter to Lord Francis Levison Gower, ex- 
posing the shameful conduct of the trustees, which was published in most of the 
•Dublin newspapers, which letter 1 have. This letter I took to his Lortlsliip, who 
was so kind as to promise that the interest of the public should be looked to before 
that of the trustees, and that he would not safl'er them to violate the 1 7th section of 
their own Act of Parliament. On December the 8th, the appeal of the commis- 
sioners to the King’s Bench was heard before Mr. Justice Burton, wlio at once 
conlirmed tlie verdict. From the lime the verdict was given against the trustees at 
Kilmainham, they had ceased levying the increased rate of toll. In consequence 
of that notice of the 2d of September, the gentlemen in my neighbourhood and 
farmers signed a requisition, requesting the high sheriff would call a county meeting 
to lake into consideration the recent notice of the Mullingar Board, of an applica- 
tion to Parliament to enable tliem to alter and increase the tolls. I have Lord 
Cloncurry’s letter addressed to the high sheriff, which 1 will read if the Committee 
please. He found fault, as one of the trustees, with the Board for increasing the tax 
upon agricultural cars, arid condemned the expending so much money, intrusted to 
them for other purposes,' in litigating the suit with the toll-payers. On January 
201I1 1830, the trustees, having had time to consider their formeniotice of September, 
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m, withdrew by public advertisement their intended application to Parliament. On tl 
20th of January, a notice, which I have here, issued from tlie trustees of their inten* 
tion to set up the tolls by public auction. I was much surprised at that, for itw * 
the only notice they ever gave of the kind, and they have not given any since *T 
attended that auction, and it was the only means which I had of finding what thei* 
tolls were, and they have given up that good practice since. 

221. Was the increased rate of toll of 4id. upon each car levied at any period 

during this dispute ? — It was levied from the ist of April until the 15th of August 
and no restitution ever made to any of the parties by the lessees. ° ’ 

222. Do you believe that that increased toll was contrary to their Act of Pari' 
ment? — I do, because the jury decided against them, and the judge of the Kinw’" 
Bench decided against them. 

223. How was it tried? It was tried by civil bill, I think, before Mr. Blacker 
the chairman of the Kilmainham sessions ; and an appeal from his decision wa<? nftnr’ 
wards had to the Court of King’s Bench. 

224. Do you complain of any particular mismanagement on the part of the 
trustees of the Mullingar turnpike road ? — I do ; I complain that the actiU commis 
sioners are principally men deeply interested ; I complain that sorne of the 
trustees are proprietors of day coaches on that road, and one of them a road 
contractor. 

225. Do you mean to say that one of the gentlemen who acts as a trustee is also 
ii contractor for the repairs of the road ?— Yes ; I cannot prove it, because I never 
saw It in evidence, but it is a well known thing in the country, and the men who 
are working on the road acknowledge Mr. Hartley to be their employer 

226. Are any other officers in the Trust also trustees ?— The treasurer is a 
trustee. The counsel employed by them against us is a trustee, for I saw him 
Sitting at the Board. 

227. Are not you aware that the Duke of Leinster, Colonel Conolly and several 
other gentlemen, both ui the countie,s of Kildare and Dublin, are constant attendants 
at that Board ?— I am quite certain they are not, from what I understand 

228. You complain that the road is principally managed by persons who have a 
direct interest in the road themselves? — I do. 

229. Have you any other information to give relative to this Trust I have 
there are tollgates erected during Palmerstown fair, contrary to the 20th section of 
die 35th chapter of George the Third. The 20th section specifies that there shall 
be no turnpike gale put up within forty perches of a presentment road. I have 
seen a turnpike gate erected within a perch and a half of a presentment road, and it 
is clone so every year during Palmerstown fair. 

230- You complain that persons who pay for the repairs of a county road are 
al.o obli^ged to pay turnpike for going upon that road ?— Yes, I complain of that 
too. There IS another complaint; the public complain of another thing very bitterly, 
ben'l ? tl °c ‘1’" Turnpike, according to the 35th of George lli., 

Rrfd e N * ’ r® ““"‘y saol, and the other at Island 

east f ^ 'S between Lucan and Cloiidalkin : all that travel south- 

east of the Liffey travel upon presentment roads, and have only a very short 
road, and all the people in my neighhonrhood 
1 jerl n ^ f"® Same toil for travelling that short distance of road as if we 

lived at Lucan, and travelled six miles on the turnpike road. 

al,n,u n , il f ^1?'“'^ ®®" !‘ of tornpike road ?--I travel, I suppose, 

about a mile of the turnpike road, or less perhaps. * 

roa°ri^»i that you pay as much for travelling one mile of the turnpike 

road as if you travelled six ?-Exactly ; or as if I travelled nine. 

coui?ty\,teTen^ments.^''‘ ' oods ?-Not except as 

"“'®'' “f°™«ioo ‘o sive to the Committee ?-I have. All 
lYlo vearlv L ? exempted from toll collected by the lessee, when entering 
know^that m t V ^ P'f ®"‘ 0 " ‘>’0 '3th of February, and 

Wh“ 1 i ‘''® oomplain very much of it. 

hands the toll ^ ^o^^plaint is there to the trustees taking into their own 

he propri and public carriages ?-Because they themselves are 

me propnetors of those coaches ; I am informed so. , 

carriages exempt from toll proprietors of public 

fair vfnm^^ J believe Mr. Hartley pays 

lairly enough 500 a year to the Board for his tolls ; I believe that to be the case. 

237. Wluit 
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237. What is there to complain of? — I should think there is something to com- 
plain of, because if all toll on coaches were let, then it would leave room for fair 
competition ; but we think that there is a monopoly created by the exemption from 
toll in some cases. 

238. Are there any coaches on that road that do not pay toll ? — I should sup- 
pose not. 

239. Have you any other complaints of the toll system on that road to make?— 
I have, which is, that Mr. Hanley is generally believed to be the road contractor and 
a trustee ; and it is w^ell known, too, that be realizes a considerable annual sum by 
the contract; and I know a man that can prove that he realized 1,000 /. by the 
contract the first year, which was entered into live years ago, and which will expire 
next May twelvemonth. 

240. Is that contrary to the Act of Parliament ? — No. 

24]. Do you complain of the state of the road? — I do; the road now, generallv 
speaking, is better than I recollect it ; but formerly the entire line of road was 
very bad, and the footpaths have been in a most desperate state. We were obliged, 
in the year 1 830, to sign a memorial to the trustees, requesting that they would put 
the pathway in order from Kilmainham Gaol to Cliapelizod. 

242. Do you know what the receipts may be on this road? — I am told that tliree 
divisions of that road are set this year for 3,428/. 

243. How many miles are comprised in those three divisions ? — Thirty-eight 
miles Irish. 

244. Do you know what sum is paid to the contractor for repairing per mile ? — 
39/. 155. 4 per Irish mile, and Irish money, I believe. 

245. Is that part of the road from Island Bridge to Chapelizod in a safe state 
for travellers ?— On the left-hand side there is hardly any fence, a very low mud 
wall, and the road is narrow there in many places. 

246. Is there a precipice on that side? — There is. 

247. Have you heard of any serious accident occurring on that part of the road 
in consequence of the badness of the fence between the road and this precipice ? — 
Yes, I heard a gentleman talking of a coach that was upset there some time ago. 

248. Was it upset over the precipice? — -Yes. 

249. Does that part of the county of Dublin in which those persons reside who 
are subject to the payment of toll in consequence of travelling for about one mile on 
the Mullingar Road, lie between the Mullingar Road and the great turnpike road 
leading from Dublin to Cork by Rathcool and Naas? — It does. 

250. Do you propose, in consequence of these objections to the turnpike system, 
that the lurnpike system should be done away with? — ^No, I do not. 

251. You are an advocate for turnpikes? — I am an advocate for turnpikes ; but 
for re-modelling them, and lowering almost all tolls ; for all our part of the country 
is deserted an account of the turnpikes, and it is one of the prettiest parts of the 
country. 

252. Is it deserted on account of the rate of toll? — Yes, and no turnpikes being 
on the southern part of Dublin. 

253. But the reducing the tolls on the northern roads would not benefit those 
roads, so long as the roads on the southern side were free from tolls ? — No. 

254. Therefore, in order to make your remedy complete, you must make them 
equal? — Yes, certainly. 

255. You are aware that the plan is not approved of on the southern side? — 
1 am, but I think it is the fairest way of taxing them. 

256. Eairer than presentment? — Yes. Another thing I complain of is the tax- 
ation upon manure, for it comes to an enormous sum. 

257. Can you state what is the increased amount per acre of the expense of 
manuring an acre of ground, by having a toll upon manure?' — Yes, lean; but 
I must state it in two ways ; if the Commissioners had succeeded, in May 1829, in 
increasing the taxation upon our cars, it would have stood me in betw-een 2 /. and 
■ 2 /. 10 5 . for manuring an acre of ground. 

258. What increase would that have been upon what you pay at present? — 
About 135. now it stands me an acre. 

259. Do you consider the repair of the road by house tax or by turnpikes pre- 
ferable? — I consider a modified system of lurnpike toll tax the best. 

260. You stated 39/. 155. ^d. to be the expense of repair on the -turnpike 
system ; are you aware how much a mile under the presentment system the same 
description of road costs ?-—Theie are no roads like tlie Mullingar, that I know of, 
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_ repaired by presentment, but there are smaller roads in my neighbourhood repaired 
’ by sixpenny presentments ; they are called sixpenny presentments ; they are between 
6 d. and 1 s., I believe, per perch. 

26]. How much a mile would that be ? — Sixteen pounds two shillings, at 1 5 
per perch. 

262. Under the presentment system, you allow for the repair of roads 16/ 
a mile, and under the turnpike system the expenses are 39/. 17 a mile?— R 
cannot amount on any road to that, because the general repairs are only done in 
spots ; a spot here and a spot there. 

263. Are not turnpike roads and roads repaired by presentment of a verv 

different description ?— I am aware they are. ^ 

264. Are you not aware that the roads south of Dublin are repaired by a pre- 
sentment system, and not by turnpike system ? — I was informed and always under- 
stood that they were repaired by a house tax ; 1 mean the Black Rock Road and 
Dundrum Road. 

265. Are you aware that it is only 1 a perch? — I know nothing at all 
about it. 



IVilliam Jones Armstrong, Esq. called in j and Examined. 

266. WHERE do you reside? — At a place called Brow-of-thc-Hill, in the 
county of Dublin, on the confines of Kildare. 

267. Do you hold any land on the line of road leading from Dublin to Ashbourne? 
— I own some land near Finglass. 

268. Do you complain of the state of the Dublin and Ashbourne Road? 

I do; I have signed the petitions from that quarter, and I concur in the general 
complaints that are made of the state of the road, and of the management of it 
altogether. 

2C9. Do you mean the management of the funds? — The management of the 
load ; the repairs of it ; the imperfect state in which it is kept ; the obstructions 
that exist upon the road ; the want of proper drainage, and the high tolls ; the 
want of the usual exemptions to agricultural produce and manure. ’ 

270. Are you aware of the manner in which roads are repaired in Scotland?— 
I have seen something of it. 

271. Contrasting the system adopted in Scotland with that in Ireland, do you 
believe the system in Scotland to be preferable to that which is now in> existence 
in Ireland ?~I think infinitely ; in the one place the roads are exceedingly good, 
generally speaking; I speak of the Highlands, and chiefly those roads, the 1,200 
miles made and repaired by and under the Parliamentary Commissioners. In the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, I tliink they are the worst I ever saw; worse than any 
other part of Ireland that I know of. 

272. Are the materials for the repair of roads in the neighbourhood of Dublin 

equally good as those which are used in the Highlands ? — They are nearly so, but 
pel haps not in such great abundance; the cost of labour mav be cheaper in the 
Highlands. ^ * 

273. What is the cost of labour in the neighbourhood of Dublin in which you 

reside ? 1 he hire of^ a day labourer is 1 5. a day, and the hire in Scotland varies ; 

I cannot exactly at this moment state, but the way in which I should state that is 
by comparison between the mile expense in Scotland and the mile expense in the 
neignbourhoocl of Dublin ; the mile expense in Scotland would be from 4 1 . to 15^. 
a mile, and in the neighbourhood of Dublin, as far as my observations go, it would 
be considerably more. 

know what the cost of repair of a road in the neighbourhood of 
Dublin novv amounts to? — It is difficult to state that upon the turnpike roads ; it 
varies very much ; but as far as ijiy inquiries go, I should say that on the lines 
most used, perhaps 50/. a mile would be the rate at which it might be contracted 
tor, It It were thrown open to the public. That would be the expense for the first 
yeai^ and after the first year, when the road had been thoroughly repaired, I appre- 
hend that considerable reductions might be made in the contracts. 

275. Are not the contracts at present open to the public ? — Not on the Ashbourne 
line ; the lessee manages it according to his own discretion. 

27 . Who IS the lessee of the Ashbourne Road? — Messrs. Bourne, coach pro- 
prietors. ’ ^ 

have they got a lease for the repair of that road ?— I under- 
stand, for twenty years,, the Act specifies it. . . 

, V 278. Can 
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2 78. Can you state at how much per mile ? — I have not seen any paper that would 
lead me to form a calculation of that. There is a difficulty in obtaining information 
with regard to that Trust. 

279. Do you know of any application having been made to acquire that .neces- 
sary infonnation which has been refused by the lessee of the road ? — I was present 
at the Dublin Toll Committee, when one of the trustees, with another of the com- 
mittee, were deputed to inquire into those subjects, and particularly with regard to 
the accounts. They returned, being refused that information. I believe there is 
a gentleman in town who can prove that fact, and who is one of the parties who 
applied for the information required. 

280. You stated in a former answer that you complained of the Ashbourne Road 
being imperfectly drained ; are any of the roads in Ireland which you are acquainted 
with drained ? — Yes ; but it is a general defect in Ireland ; in my opinion, a matter 
not nearly enough attended to; but in the neighbourhood ot Dublin one would 
expect that a greater attention would be paid to those roads where the collections 
on them arc necessarily so large. 

281. Do you not conceive that the great expense of maintaining roads in the 
neighbourliood of Dublin may be principally attributed to the want of draining? — 
Certainly, nothing injures a road so much as want of drainage, and there is scarcely 
any road' round Dublin properly drained or scavenged ; scarcely any attempt made to 
drain roads as they should be ; a defect not more destructive ot the road itself than 
the health of the poor foot-passengers compelled to wade through it. 

282. Is the system of road-makingvery deficient in the neighbourhood of Dublin ? 
— Very ; I think that fact would be quite established by comparing those roads 
with any other roads. 

283. Are you aware of the expense at which the Howth Road is maintained. 

I am told 92/. a mile; but I have no knowledge upon that subject. 

284. Is not that a much larger sum than is allowed to any other ? — Much larger ; 
that road is not thrown open to public competition, I believe. 

285. Are the statements you make from hearsay, or from your own knowledge ? 
—With regard to the expense per mile, I cannot state positively, because no experi- 
ment has been tried ; but from every inquiry that I have made on the subject, and 
being also informed that there are persons ready to contract at the rates I have 
stated, I have considered that I have grounds upon which to state the sum in the 
general way I have done. I have made inquiries, and 1 understand that on the 
Ashbourne' Road in particular there are persons ready to contract at 50/. a mile. 

I could not do more, because the road, is the property of a private individual, and 
he has kept the accounts, and prevented any person from getting a sight of them. 

286. Do you know what number of trustees there are on the Ashbouine Road ? — 

I have a paper stating it. I find by this paper that there are 47. 

287. What number of trustees are in the habit of attending the meetings of the 

.Board ? That 1 cannot answer ; I am not a trustee, and every information has been 

denied on the subject of the Trust altogether. , 

288. Is there any other information which you wish to give respecting tlic 
Ashbourne Road ? — Its exorbitant rate of tolls is the only thing that I have not men- 
tioned, perhaps, with the emphasis I should have done; tiieroad is in general in 
a very bad state; the footpaths very badly kept up ; the drainage imperfect, and 
the surface of the road very defective, and very imperfectly cleaned or scavenged, 
and not watered in summer ; in fact it is subjected to every disability that any road 
can possibly be under. 

289. What rate of toll is charged on manure ? — Four-pence a load, excc|)t where 
the toll has been once paid ; if a farmer sends in specially for manure he pays ^d. 

^ 290". Have they raised the tolls of late years?— They did under the lale Act raise 
•them, I believe to double; but they raised tliem considerably. 

2Q1. What were they formerly? — That I cannot state. 

292. What are they at present?— A two-wheeled carriage is charged 6t/.; a four- 
wheeled, IS.; a. horse three half-pence; an amount, I find, nearly doubling the 
charges on the roads round London. 

293; Generally speaking, is the toll on the roads round Dublin liigber than the 
toll on the roads round London? — Certainly; 1 think nearly, double, from, the 
inquiries 1 have made here on the subject. j' r 1 

294. What is the comparative state of the roads round Dublin, and , of. the 
roads round London? — There is no comparison whatever, the state of the load^ 

645. ' u I'ound 
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W. J. Armstro»g, round London being so superior, to those in the neighbourhood of Dublin • th 
roads round London being extremely good, while those round Dublin an. 

ae JUircle. 

29.5- L>0 you lino'*' "hat difference of expense is incurred in repairino a road 
in the neighbourhood of London and in repairing a road in the neighbourhood of 
Duldin ?- I cannot exactly state that, but I can state what will probably lead the 
Committee to the fact, the difference of the cost of materials and labour- which 
latter on the Metropolitan Trust may average from i2i. to 15s. per week, funder 
stand that the materials for the Metropolitan Trust recently imported here are at the 
rate of 13s. a ton from Jersey or Guei-osey, and that the other materials, which thev 
frequently get from Northumberland, stand them in toj. a ton, say 1 j. a ton at 
place of delivery, and qs. freight and carriage here. Our materials I should 
think, might be had for about 2r. a ton laid down, from Inquiries I liave made of 
the best broken stone. In the half-broken state in which they are put 011 our roads 
the tonnage at present does not exceed 1 1. a ton ; the price which Mr. Bourne navs 
as I am informed ; but they are not lialf broken. I apprehend that we mivbthave 
our materials for less than a fourth of the cost of those of the London Metropolitan 



2gC. Have you been able to ascertain, since you have been in London the ex 
pense of repairing a mile of road in the neighbourhood of Loudon ?— ft is very 
great indeed ; it is from four to five hundred pounds a mile near London In 1 827^ 
Mr. Macadam estimated the expense of the Metropolitan Roads, which are 131 miles 
extent, at 55,510/., which in round numbers would be from four to five hundred 
pounds a mile, including lighting, watching, watering, &c. That was the first year of 
the^ 1 ru^, and, probably, since that, there has been some reduction ; hut the Metro, 
poiitan Roads are now in a highly improved state ; at the period of the alteration thev 
were as remarkable for bad condition as they are now for the reverse under the im- 
proved management. 

T you have of the roads in the neighbourhood of 

i.ondmi and the mode of managing them, can you suggest an improved system for the 
management of roads in the neighbourhood of Dublin ?— It appears to ino from the 
inquiries that I have made, as regards the Metropolitan Trust, that what has been 
the°cmmt“"tn‘ n- '■ou'ohy every defect that appertains to 

v™ t t" i'^ ‘ ’u'" “"tl ‘"hustry and superintendence 

lere iven to the Trust that has been given in the neighbourhood of London. The 

S'mltrof f a Metropolitan Trust has been a simplicity and 

r -‘i “1", off Peu*; and great advantage has also been 

^ unnually upon the state of the roads, withiuch 

thf^nmeha -T “f ° "‘'''uutuRe has been derived in 

t ere l -e i “ a-'i '' Metropolitan Trust was commenced 

can e n o eomnedr materials those Trusts 
came into competilion with each other as purchasers for the supply of materials. 

W-'Ztr 'T ""dur dm\letropolL 

T rr ““<='iuu"‘'y ol'tuined upon much cheaper terms. The 
Aletiopohtan Trust has no gate now within a mile of London, while in Dublin the 
gates are close up to the streets, many of them, except on the south side of the city. 

Trusrt1thruSf'"t° l’“ ' f u"uy"ith "'so under the Metropolitan 

Jrust, although at a loss of 1,500/, per annum; and a principle of charge very advan- 
tageous and very simple has been adopted, which also is one of the grit adLta»es 
dmwfl V “l Metropolitan Trust, being to charge fo. everri o« 

of ev;:v'im “"fT f"-- -‘^'•y =even iSiles of rSad mademsa of, 

Xed froTthe n I- three-halfpence. Advantages have also been de- 

matlil tools i,T ““P"‘'““ ■” every kind of work, supplying 

te aTtonde^wii’l, ' water carts, pumps; a steady adherence to which would 

nolhln 1 ^ ® J* “‘''“"‘age "■ Ihe districts round Dublin. They the Metro- 

frorfne en™ of tofrlkU Vf" ’’'“1 "^aeh dirtrict, that is, 

carrierthe nasJn Jr ‘■nother; for instance, at Kensington, atoll paid there 

travellino thus obviatino tlf ® entford, which is a great convenience in 

tolls hav?i; j S ^®"“eas‘‘yf“' frequent stoppage; and I believe night 
poiitan Roa“has beL’Tf - T'>e debt belonging to the Metw- 

one system and into one deh"t^'‘^T‘hrLb^a“““®T“d 'f’ 

annum annuities Tho!, *, I amounted to 100,000/., and 3.00,0 /, per 

they.pay 4 per cent witliTsrink^ '? ^ne company, for w.liicli 

y pay 4 pe, cent., with a sinking fund of 5,000 t. a year. From that advantageo.,.s 

arrangement 
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arrangement the whole of the debt will be paid off in 1 8 or 20 years ; besides which 
they have been able to make considerable reductions and alleviations^ throwing, in 
the scale of charge adopted, the burthen rather upon the wealth of the country than 
upon the poor carrier, so that the ass and cart man, or the market gardener, or oper- 
ating industry, escapes with comparative indulgence. I have looked a good deal into 
the subject, and it appears to me that the Metropolitan principle is more applicable 
to our roads than any other. There is a stronger analogy between those roads 
and the roads of our districts than any other that I can trace, after reading a good 
deal upon the subject, with this difference, that in Ireland, from the want of an equal 
residence by the nobility and gentry, I am afraid the superintendence, unless great 
care w'Cre taken, would not probably be so effective as it has been in die neighbour- 
hood of London ; but 1 should hope that that difficulty might be got over. 

298. Did the Committee rightly understand you to say that the tolls on roads 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Dublin arc double those on roads in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of London ?—-Yes, as nearly as possible ; for instance, a four- 
wheeled carriage is sixpence on any of the roads in the neighbourhood of London, a 
gig is three-pence, a proportionally low charge for carts, and a horse is three half- 
pence. With us a four-wheeled carriage is a shilling, a gig is sixpence ; from four- 
pence to sixpence for a cart; a horse is three-halfpence on the Ashbourne line ; on 
the Naas Road the rate of carriages and carts is the same, but there it is two-penco 
for a single horse. 

299. Are carts loaded with manure charged here ? — I understand not, if specially- 
sent for it. The rule is the same in both countries with regard to returning carts. 
If persons send in any produce to market, the returning cart does not pay ; but if, as 
in England, specially sent for manure, they do not pay. Of this, however, I will not 
be positive. 

306. You have alluded to a superior superintendence; do you mean that the 
superintendence should be more strictly attended to, or did you refer to the class of 
persons? — The class of persons having sufficient leisure to attend to such subjects 
is, of course, more easily found here than it is with us ; an<l I am afraid that this evil 
is particularly felt in Ireland. 

30J. Is the w’arit of proper persons to superintend very great? — The persons 
liaving the leisure are rarely to be found, so that in the end the road’s superintend- 
ence falls into the hands of persons who take it up to make money of it. I am not 
speaking of grand juries. 

302. Would you recommend the alteration of the system in Ireland, and the 
adoption of the Metropolitan system? — I do think it very applicable to the sur- 
rounding districts of Dublin, if a proper .superintendence could be obtained, and 
I have no doubt that it might be obtained. 

303. Do you conceive that if tolls were established in the neighbourhood of 
Dublin upon the Metropolitan [jrinciple, a sufficient sum would be collected to repair 
the roads ? — I apprehend that the roads might be repaired at a less sum than thev 
are at present ; but no person can speak with great accuracy, because all information 
is withheld. 

304. Are there not fifty carriages which go out of London for one that goes out 
of Dublin? — That is true; but then, on the other hand, the w>ear and tear is iu 
proportion. 

305. Do the Ashbourne Road and the Naas Road receive aid from the grand juries 
of the county? — No. If the Committee would allow me to slate one fact with 
regard to the pressure of tolls on that road, I .will take the liberty to do so ; tiiat is, 
with regard to my brother. He has land of two or three hundred acres about eight 
miles from Dublin ; he travels to the confines of the county of Dublin, seven out of 
the eight, upon which he pays the usual tolls; for the remaining mile of road his 
county cess amounts to 40/. a year. I hold about 400 acres on the other side of 
Dublin in tny own hands. Coming from Dublin I travel eight miles over k turnpike 
road, and two on a county road, and my cess amounts to upwards of 70/. a year, 
and I have a bad road into the bargain. 

306. What would you estimate your turnpike toll to be on those 400 acres of 
ground ?— From tlie best inquiries that I have been able to make on the north side 
(I have not made the calculation on the west or the south-west, my ow’n side,) it 
would be from 7,?. to loj. an acre, cess and toil together, and we imagine th^t 
much less than that would repair the roads; ifdoes not cost so much as that hi 
the north, or any other part of Ireland that I am acquainted with. 

^ 45 - H 2 307. Do 
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307. Do you approve of uniting the cess and the toll taxation ? — I disapprove of 
tlie pre. 5 sure of its taxation, which is greater than it need be for the purposes of the 
roads. I complain that the man who pays the same rate of cess as he does in other 
parts is not exempted from the payment of toll. I say that is a great hardshin • 
that is a grievance that not only affects the farmer in his welfare, but affects the 
inhabitants of Dublin in raising the price of provisions, for if the farmer pays for it 
the inhabitant of Dublin must pay for it in his consumption. The case I have stated 
as regards my brother and myself is of course that of all landholders and farmers 
residing within our respective distiicts, on either side of Dublin. 

308. Do you conceive that to arise from the mismanagement of the toll system } 

F)-om the mismanagement and from the jobbing, to call things by their rioht names 

309. In the case of your brother, do you conceive his cess to the grand jury or 

turnpike toll, to be very giievous in amount upon his land ? — Yes ; as far as I recol- 
lect they v\oukl be nearly equal ; his cess would be nearly half of the toll, according 
to the nearest computation that he can make ; in my case it would be considerably 
more, because I hold a larger quantity of ground; mine is 70/. a year cess alone^ 
and his is about 40/. cess, 40/. toll, 80/. in all. ’ 

310. In that part of the country in which you reside is house tax payable^ No 

I have not been applied to. j ■ , 

311. Have you been much acquainted with the grand jury presentment 

system ? — No, I have not ; because I have not been resident in the county until 
last year. •' 



Patrick Urquhart, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

312. DO you hold a situation in the Dublin Post-office? — I do. 

313. What situation is it — Surveyor of the province of Ulster, I am now, 

^ 314. Are you not also inspector of mail coaches?— No, I am not; I was assistant 

inspector of mail coaches till November 1829. 

315. In that situation, had you an opportunity of judging of the state of turnpike 
roads on which the mails travelled in Ireland?— Not of all of them. 

310. What roads were you more particularly acquainted with ?~I think I was 
more acquainted with the Waterford, Belfast, Cork, Wexford. Enniskillen and 
Derry Roads. 

• lespect to any one of the roads which you have mentioned, can you 

give the Committee a stnteraent as to the manner of repairing those roads, and of 
the state of repair in which yon found them when you were inspector of tlie mails ?— 
I do not think I ever went for the precise purpose of examining the roads, but as 
-di as I cou d judge of the Belfast Road, especially the lower end of the road, it was 
n ^ ® to Belfast; but between Dublin and 

Drogheda, amt the new part of it from Dnblin to Ashbourne, I never saw it in very 
good order during the time I held that situation. 

318. Was that road in such a state as to impede the Iravelliiig of the mails, or 
as It ever stated to the Post-office as an excuse for the mails not coming in to tlieir 

time, that the road was m such a state that the mails could not come faster?— Yes, 
1 have known it to be so stated. 

3 1 9. Upon what road ?— Upon the Dublin and Ashbourne. 

hetoen'n Post-office for conveying the mail 

mails think 146'. ayear for the Belfast and Derry 

321 . On how many miles of road is tliat toll paid ?— Ten Irish miles. 

Cork n. you also at^quainted with the state of the . road between Dublin and 

certain'^r I Notts ?-Not intimately acquainted with it. 

the road ’ ® itog soy. >l'at since the year 1829, I have not been upon 

travehlnd b!!'o toad, were the coaches impeded in their 

Cork they were ^ — Frequently between Dublin and 

Kifcullen ^****^^ oontractors, that if the road between Dublin and 

mall?..^! naiiftr f pf repair, they could increase the speed of the 

and Kilcullel'sn “'opioint being made of the road between Dublin 

Kilkeonv and Hiaho lower division of the Cork Road, especially between 

3 5 - Was in consequence of hills not lieitig lowered, or in consequence .of the 
. < road 
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road being broken up with ruts ? — They complained of the road being deep, and in Patrick Vrquhari, 
many parts narrovv, and difficult to travel quickly upon. 

326. Have you known any accidents occur from deficient fencing on the sides of 

the road ? — At this moment 1 do not recollect. 183a. ’ 

327. When you were inspector of the mails, were the accidents to the mail- 
coaches at night numerous ? — I should say not very numerous. 

328. In those instances where they did occur, was it attributed by the coachman 
to the state of the road ? — I have no recollection of accidents happening from the 
defective state of the road. I think, on the Wexford Road, accidents sometimes 
have occurred from the defective state of it, but, there is not any part of it a turnpike 
road. 

329. Are you at all acquainted with the road from Dublin to Mullingar?— Yes, 

I have travelled over it ; I think in July 1 829 was the latest period I was upon it. 

330. Are not many parts of that road in a very dangerous state from having no 
sufficient fences to protect travellers from precipices upon the side of the road?— 

When I saw it, the road between Enfield Nineteen-mile House and Kinnegad was 
not, I think, sufficiently protected ; but otherwise, I should say, from Dublin to 
Enfield and from Kinnegad to Mullingar, it was a good road. 

331. Do you know that part of the road between Island Bridge and Chapelizod 
along the park wall ? — Yes. 

332. Do you conceive that the fences ori that part of the road are sufficient for 
the protection of travellers? — No, when it is brought to my recollection, I do not 
think they are. 

333. Have you ever heard of accidents happening to coaches on that road? — 

Yes, I think I remember the Galway mail being upset on that part. 

334. Was any application made to the trustees of that road to increase the pro- 
tection to travellers by raising those walls? — I have no recollection that there was 
an application. 

335* You stated in a former answer, that you were acquainted with most of the 
roads leading out of Dublin? — Not intimately acquainted with them. 

336. From the knowledge you have of tliose roads, do you conceive that they 
could be materially improved by adopting a better system of road-making?— I am 
sure almost all of them are susceptible of great improvement from a better system. 

337. Are you aware of the amount of tolls generally levied on any of those roads ? 

— No, I am not aware of the amount. 

338. Have you observed a great difference in the state of the roads in Ireland as 
compared with the state of the roads in England ? — I have not been a great deal in 
England, but I should say that there was more attention and a better system adopted 
in England than in Ireland. 

339. If the same system was adopted in Ireland as prevails in England, do you 
suppose that the speed of the mails could he accelerated in Ireland ? — I certainly 
think that on many of the lines the speed might be much accelerated by better roads ; 
but there are some lines in Ireland, at least there is one from Dublin to Limerick, 
which appears to me to be as good as any road I have met with of the same length 
in England. 

340. Was any application made to the trustees of the Ashbourne Road in conse- 
quence of the mail being detained from the badness of the road ? — I think there 
was. 

341. What was the result of that application? — So far as I can recollect, 
a promise that the road should be taken proper care of. 

342. Was that promise fulfilled? — The road certainly has been improved of late. 

I happened to be on that road (not as inspector of mail-coaches) on Tuesday last, 
and it appeared to me to be in much better order than I had ever seen it previously. 

343. Was that improvement made in consequence of the complaint of the Post- 
office, or in consequence of any other reason that you are aware of? — I do not 
know. 

344. Are you aware that since the notice of this Committee has been given, the 

contractors about Dublin have exerted themselves in repairing the roads more than 
they have done for many years past ? — I am unable to say ; but I travelled outside 
the day mail on Tuesday last to Belfast, and I saw on the Ashbourne Road a good 
deal of pains taken to improve it; it had been scraped and cleaned, and the surface 
was in tolerable good order. • . 

345. Are the roads, generally speaking, in the North of Ireland belter managed 
than those in ilie South, or in the neiglibourhood of Dublin ? — I cannot say that 

C45. H 3 they 
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Patrick Urquhart, . jjjg lower part of the Derry Road, when I saw it last, was by no me 

• in good order ; it is not a turnpike road, but the lower part of the Belfast Road is^"^ 

,a6 March, very good order. . . , , . ^ ‘ 

1832. 340. Is 3t constructed upon the same principle as those m England ? Very mn h 

•upon the same principle. ^ 

347. And managed equally well ? — It seemed well managed and a good road. 

348. Can you point out to the Committee any particular line of road on which 
the mails are more detained in time than on any other ? — Wlien I held the situation 
of assistant superintendent of mail-coaches, the detentions were more frequent on 
the Wexford line than on any other. 

349. Is the Wexford line a turnpike? — No, it is not. 

350. Generally speaking, are the roads upon which turnpikes are placed kept in 

better repair than those roads upon which there are no turnpikes ? I think the 

turnpike roads are kept in better order. 

35 ^* What difference in lime does it make on the Wexford Road, as compared 
with any other of the roads of which you were inspector ? — The Wexford mail 
I think, travels 5 f Irish miles an hour, including stoppages, and the Limeiick mail 
is the fastest; it travels nearly 9 English miles an hour. 

352. You attribute the slow rate at which the mail travels upon that road to the 
bad state of repair in which the road is? — Noj because upon each line there is 
a separate contract with the Post-office, the contractors being bound to travel at 
a certain pace. 

353. For how many years has the Wexford contract existed ? — There is at present 

no contract, but the former contractors convey the mail at the same rate as they 
did before the contract had expired, 5I miles an hour. ^ 

354. Would the present state of the Wexford Road prevent the contractors from 
increasing the speed_ to 9 English miles an hour?— I should think it would during 
the winter months, if it be not repaired since I saw it. 

355. In the Return made by the Post-office, the Limerick and Howth mails are 
mentioned as travelling 9 f miles an hour ; is that in consequence of the good state 
of the roads on which those mails travel? — Yes; but I think that many of the other 
mails might be accelerated even in the present state of the road. 

356. Could all the mails on the roads you are acquainted with be accelerated to 
9 miles an hour? — I do not think they all could ; I think from Dublin to Belfast, 
and from Dublin to Limerick, they might travel from 9 miles to 9I miles an hour, 
but upon all the others I think it would be too fast. 

357 - Is that in consequence of the state of the roads In consequence of the 
state of the roads. . 

_ 35 ^* Is there any other mail that could not be accelerated to 9 miles an hour, 
in consequence of the state of the roads ?— I think from Dublin to Cork the mail 
could not be accelerated to that speed, in consequence of the state of the road ; but 
1 am speaking of 1829. 

359 * you aware of any improvements having been made on any of those 
lines since the year 1 829. 

360. You stated in a former answer that you were acquainted, in the year 1829, 
with the state of the road between Dublin and Mullingar?— Yes, it is one of those 
lines that I was almost last upon as inspector. 

361. What is the rate of travellmg of the mail between Dublin and Mullingar?— 
I think it is upwards of eight English miles an hour, including stoppages. 

362. What improvements would you suggest generally which M'ould enable the 
mails to travel at the rate of nine miles an hour?— I should say that the roads 
ought to be well fenced with a smooth surface, well formed and well drained. 

. ^.^ 3 ' Are the roads, generally speaking, that you arc acquainted with, very deficient 
in draining P^Np, I do not think they are all deficient; Dublin to Mullingar Road 
seerns to me, with the exceptions I mentioned, in good order. 

364. Do you know that part of the road between Enfield and Clonard Bridge?— 

Yes, I do. ^ 

365. Are there not on part of that road dangerous precipice.s, on which there is 

no fence to protect travellers ?~Yes. » o r j 

serious accidents occurring to the mail-coach in that 
part ot tl^ road ?— I remember its being upset in that part of the road. 

367. Was that m Consequence of there being no fence to defend it from the pre- 
.eipice . The coachman attributed it to the want of sufficient fence. 

368. Was 
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368. Was any application made by the Post-office to the trustees of that road, in 
consequence of that accident? — I should suppose as a matter of course there was, 
but I do not recollect what application was made to them. 

369. Did you travel that road again some time after ? — I travelled on that road 
after. 

370. When you travelled on that road last, was the defect in the fence of 
the road where that accident happened made good? — No, I think it was still 
defective. 

371. You have stated in the previous answer, that the accidents which occurred 
were attributable to the want of fences in those parts of the roads where the accident 
happened ? — So the coachmen said, but I never personally inquired into them ; I had 
no power to go and make inquiries respecting them without an order. 

372. Was it not_ your duty as inspector of the mails to ascertain the causes of 
those accidents?— "Yes, but except I received an order, I had no power to proceed, 
and personally inquire into the cause of the accidents. 

373 * Are the Post-office in the habit of inquiring into the causes of accidents that 
happen to the mails? — At the period I mention, the inspector had not the power to 
go and make personal inquiry of the cause without an order from the Postmaster- 
General or the secretary. The inspector has power now to do so. 

374. What was the duty of inspector of mails?— It was his duty to check the 
arrivals of the rnail-coaches, to see that the journies were correctly performed, to^ 
maintain discipline among the mail-guards, and to prepare the accounts connected 
with the mail-coaches. 

375 - In the greater number of instances where accidents have occurred, were 
they attributed to the state of the roads? — In many cases. 

376. Has any improvement which you are aware of taken place in the roads since 
you were inspector, of the mails ? — I anvnot aware of it. The road between Dublin 
and Ashbourne I happened to see last week, and it seemed to be greatly improved. 

377 * the road from Dunleer to Drogheda worse than the road from Dublin 
to Ashbourne?— No, it is not. 

378. Who is the present inspector of mail-coaches? — The present inspector of 
mail-coaches for Great Britain and Ireland is Mr. Johnson of the General Post- 
office, London ; and he has two deputy inspectors in Ireland. 

379 - are the deputy inspectors ? — Mr. Usher and Mr. Baker. 

380- Are you aware of the comparative facility of getting materials on tlie different 
lines, say the Limerick line and the Wexford line?— Yes; I think there is more; 
difficulty in getting good materials upon the Wexford. 

.381. Are not the materials in the county of Wicklow of a very had description? — 

1 should think ihey are not good. 

382., And on the Limerick line are not the materials very good? — Of the very 
best description. ^ 

383- How much per mile is paid -by the Post-office to Turnpike Trusts ?— There 
IS an account prepared by the Post-office every quarter ; the Postmaster General 
being obliged to have a quarterly account of all tolls payable for mails made out, 
specifying the sum for each mail in each Trust, and to which is attached the Post- 
master General’s warrant ; upon which the Receiver General is then authorized to 
pay to tlie contractor or trustees of each Trust the sum set forth, wiiich sum is calcu- 
lated under the Act of Parliament regulating that Trust. 

384. Can you say what on tiie Limerick line is the sum paid for the toll by the 
I ost-office?- I think it is from Naas to Limerick 657?- There are nine pay-gates. 
Ihcrc is also for the same road 29-2/. paid from Dublin to Naas. 



Patrick Urquhart, 
Esq. 

26 Marcli,, 
1832. 



John William Bayly, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

385 WHERE do you reside?— At Tolker Lodge, Finglass Bridge, within two 1 w 
miles of Dublin, on the Ashbourne Road. ' ’ 

386. Are you a considerable landholder ? — I am. - 

_ 387- To what extent?— I own a good deal ofland; I do not hold above 20 acres 
in iny own hand. 

_ 38s. Have you found your property deteriorated by the system adopted of levy- 
ing toll on turnpike roads? — Very much. 

389. Will you state to the Committee what you most complain of on the Ash- 
bourne line of road ?~First, I complain of the partial effect that it has, becausd 
It prevents people from building and improving on the nortli side of Dublin in the 
45 - - 11 4 same- ' 
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same way as they do on the south. In the next place, I complain of the unjust 
management of the tolls on the Ashbourne Road, they being in the hands of private' 
individuals, and over those tolls the trustees have no control ; they have neither the 
management of the funds nor any right to call for the accounts of how they are 
expended ; and I complain also of their being raised to a very great amount without 
the consent of the trustees themselves, and an Act of Parliament obtained without 
their sanction for tliat purpose, in violation of the contract 'made by the former 
trustees, and contrary to the Act 56th George III. first obtained, vesting it in the 
present lessees. I complain also, that we are obliged to pay toll for the use of the 
cross roads, which we repair by barony presentments ; and 1 complain also of the 
state-of the road, which might be, from the funds collected on it, in very good repair 
whereas it is now extremely bad. 1 complain, that proper measures are not resorted 
to to put it in that repair; that the materials used are not of the description which 
might be procured for that purpose; that they are of a mixed and inferior quality, 
while excellent materials are to be had. 

390. Are you a trustee of the Ashbourne Road? — I am. 

391. Had the first Act expired when the new Act of which you complain was 
obtained.^— It had not. 

392. Was the new Act obtained without any notice being given to the trustee, s or 
the Public ? — The present Act was obtained without the consent or without any 
official notice being given to the trustees, that we are aware of ; we heard of it, but 
not officially. 

393. Do you apply all the observations you have made, and all your complaints 
to the whole line, or only to that portion of it which is called the Southern Division? 
— To the Southern Division only. 

394. Is the Northern Division kept in better repair than the Southern? — Much 
better: the trustees of the Southern Division are merely nominal ; they have no real 
power over the road ; in consequence of the breach of the agreement and of the 
difference between the present and the former Act, the trustees of that division are 
deprived of the power whicli they had reserved to themselves in the Act 5hth 
George III. first vesting it in Messrs. Bourne. 

• 395 * Will you state what the breach of the agreement was, and what agreement 
you allude to?— In the first Act, 56th George III., there was a particular clause, by 
which the trustees had the power to mead the road wlienevcr they pleased ; at 
present they have no power to interfere with the lessee of the road, except by an 
application to the Chancellor, which would be very expensive and troublesome, and 
out of their power as individuals to do. 

396. Who repairs the road at present?— Messrs. Bourne, the lessees of the 
road. 

397. Did not Messrs. Bourne get the contract or lease to repair the road from the 
trustees themselves? — Originally, but not the present contract. 

398. From whom did Mr. Bourne get the present contract ?— The present contract 
be got from the grand jury of the county of Meath, who procured an Act of Par- 
liament in order to make the part of the road through the county of Meath a turn- 
pike road, instead of repairing it by county presentments, which they were obliged 
to do under the Post-office Act; and in procuring that Act they enteied into an 
agreement with Mr. Bourne to extend the Southern Trust beyond the limit in the 
original Act to the town of Ashbourne. 

• 399. How could the grand jury of the county of Meath obtain an Act of Par- 
liament ?— They assessed the county of Meath for funds, and employed the proper 
persons to pass the -Act. 

400. To what amount did they assess the county of Meath? — Three hundred 
pounds is the sum stated in the Act. 

401 . Are you aware of any Act of Parliament that authorizes a grand jury to levy 
an assessment to obtain an Act of Parliament ?—I am not. 

402. Do you believe that the grand jury in this instance acted contrary to law? 

^.I shqulfl think so ; I do not know any law by which the grand jury could levy 

such an assessment. 

403. Was there, an Act of Parliament called-lhe Ratoath and Curragha Act ?— 
Ihere was. 

404. Under that Act, was Mr. Bourne lessee of the roail, and in possession of the 
road for several years? — Yes, lie w-as. 

4 P 5 - in possession also of the gate at Prospect?— He was. 

. 406. 4*^^ 
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406. And by that Act was he not obliged to keep in repair the road from Dublin 
to the boundary of the county of Dublin?' — ^He was. 

407. Since the passing of the new Act, is he not obliged to keep in repair nor 
only that part of the road which is in the county of Dublin, but also three additional 
miles to the village of Ashbourne? — He is. 

408. Is it in consequence of his being obliged to keep those additional miles in 
repair that the additional toll has been put on at Prospect? — That is the excuse 
made for putting on that additional toll. 

409. Does be repair that part of the road from the boundary of the county of 
Dublin to the village of Ashbourne ? — He does. 

410. You stated that the grand jury levied a large sum of money for the purpose 
of passing an Act; was it not necessary that a similar Act should be taken for the 
county of Dublin? — It was, but I think that Messrs. Bourne paid the expense of 
their portion. 

411. Is it not the duty of the judge to fiat every grand jury presentment? — I be- 
lieve it is. 

41 2. Was it not a neglect of thejudge to fiat the grand jury presentment imposing 
a rate to procure an Act of Parliament without ascertaining if it was legal to . impose 
it? — Of course it was. 

413. At the period of the passing of the Ashbourne Act, in 1827, do you know 
how many unexpired years Mr. Bourne bad of his lease of the tolls ? — I think about 
twenty-three ; 1 am not certain whether it was twenty-three or twenty-one. 

414. Do you know how many years’ lease he has of the road from Dublin to the 
village of Ashbourne? — Twenty-one. 

415. Then he has got by the new Act the same term that he had of the old road ? 
— About the same. 

416. Under the new Act has Mr. Bourne the power of putting on a second pay- 
gate, in consequence of being obliged to repair three additional miles of road between 
Dublin and Ashbourne? — He has only the power of exacting one toll, but he can 
erect as many gates as he pleases ; he has the power of raising the tolls to a very 
considerable amount in consequence of having these three additional miles. 

417. What toll is levied now, under the new Act, at Prospect Gate?— Under 
the new Act at Prospect Gate the toll upon carts is raised from i ^d. Irish 
currency to 4 ( 1 . British, with the power of weighing, which would enable him to 
raise it much higher; the weighing clause is particularly prejudicial; in fact,, if the 
weighing clause was put in execution it would render the land in Finglass of yery 
little value. 

418. What is the toll upon manure ? — Four-pence to sixpence, the same as. upon 
every thing else. 

419. Have applications ever been made to lower it ? — There have been applica- 
tions made to Mr. Bourne by individuals. 

420. Has he always resisted them?— Always ; except he may, in a few individual 
cases, have made exemptions. 

42 1 . Are you a trustee of the Southern Division ? — I am. 

422. Have any meetings of the Southern Division taken place? — There was one 
called specially about three years ago, at which a Report was made, but there were 
no accounts furnished, nothing but Reports drawn up by the persons appointed to 
repair the road. 

423. Is it not considered that the road being leased to Mr. Bourne, pending that 
lease it is his private property ? — It is. 

424. And that he has the full management of that line of road ? — It is con-., 
sidered so. 

42,5. And the tolls are regarded as his private property ? — Yes, they are. 

426. And that he may appropriate the funds to his private use ? — Yes, and he. 
does so. 

427. Do you know at all what the income of the Southern Division is? — The 
gates are let for 1,300/. exclusive of the public carriages. 

428. Do you know how much the toll on public carriages amounts to? — There 
are upon the road three mail-coaches ; there is also the Armagh coach three days in 
the week ; the Monaghan coach three days in the week ; and there is the Drogheda 
coach every day ; there is also the caravan ,to Ashbourne and Slane, which is now 
a four-horse caravan. 

645. I 439. Do 
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429. Do you know the amount of the tolls on those coaches? — By the Act of 
Parliament each coach pays every time it goes through the gate. The amount of 
toll upon an every day coach is about 30^. a week ; I have not added up the whole 
amount. 

430. Do you know what salaries Mr. Bourne pays out of that income?— I do 
not know what salaries he pays ; it is entirely within his management. 

431. Is there abundance of materials? — Abundance of materials at reasonable 
distance. 

432. What do you suppose it costs to repair that road per mite ?— I think the 
expense of the whole road is about 500/. a year; as nearly as we can calculate 
about 55/. a mile. 

433. What profit do you suppose Mr. Bourne makes of the road ? — After deduct- 
ing the interest, if the interest is paid to Government of 2,000/. borrowed by the 
former directors, the rest, I should suppose, was his profit ; that would be, at five 
per cent, interest, and a sinking fund of two per cent, about 150/. a year; there- 
fore he has a profit of between 1,000/. and 1,200/. a year. 

434- Has he not expended a great deal of money in the village of Ashbourne? 

He has; on his private property and for his own benefit. 

435. And has he not materially facilitated the communication with the North of 
Ireland by opening this road ? — I think opening the road has improved the commu- 
nication; but the late Mr. Singleton was the person to whom the public are prin- 
cipally indebted for that improvement. 

436. You stated that one gate, the nearest Dublin, was set at 1,300/. a year; 
at what was the other gate set ? — There is a gate at Ashbourne, but you do not pay 
two tolls, but only one for the two gates. 

437. Is that gate also set at a certain sum That gate and the Prospect Gate are 

set to one person, because they are one Trust. 

438. Then the whole of the ten miles comes under 1,300/. a year? — The 
whole of the nine miles; because the Trust extends only from the Circular Road to 
Ashbourne. 

439. You stated that carts loaded with manure paid 4^. ? — I did, and can be 
charged ^d. if the wheels are less than three inches broad. 

440. If you send in a cart in the morning, and come out with manure, are you 
made to pay toll again ? — No. 

441. With regard to the Northern Division, is there a board of trustees? — 
There is. 

442. Are you aware what number it takes to form a board r — I think it 
is five. 

443* Do you know whether those meetings are regularly held? — They are. 

444. Are they well attended ? — Yes, generally enough to form a board. 

445. Do you know whether any complaints have been made of the manner in 
which the Northern division of the Road is kept in repair ? — No. 

446. Do you know what the income of the Northern Division is ? — I do not. 

447* Do you know whether the tolls of the Northern Division are let? — I believe 

they are not; they were advertised to be let, but I do not know whether they were 
let the last year or not. 

448. Do you know the number of miles in the Northern Division Trust ? — 

I think there are eleven on the Slane, and about twelve on the Drogheda ; about 

twenty-four altogether. 

449- Are the whole of those twenty-four miles in the county of Meath?— 
They are. 

450* Do they consist of two lines of road ? — Two lines of road from the divin 

Sion at the gate of Primate’s Town; that is, about three or four miles to the 

north of Ashbourne. 

45'J' ' Are not those two lines of road of great public utility ?— They are. 

452. And not of much local utility to the county of Meath ? — They are not. 

^3- Do you know what the making of those lines of road cost to the county 
oteMeath . I do not, but I have heard that it cost them 1,500/. a year to repair 

454* But you are not aware what the original expenditure in making those roads 
was ?— I am not aware. or s 

455. Those 
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455. Those lines of road being of great public utility and of little local advan- 
tage, and having cost 1,500 1. a year to repair for several years, were not the land- 
holders very warrantable in seeking to get rid of that burthen? — They were, 
certainly. 

456. Do you believe that when the grand jury of the county of Meath presented 
a sum of 300/. they were doing benefit to the country in relieving it from the 
annuity of 1 ,500/. a year ? — I certainly believe that they were. 

457. Although they may have been doing a benefit to the country, do you think 
any thing will justify a grand jury in doing an illegal act ? — I do not. 



Martis, 27 * die Martii, 18 S 2 . 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



John William Bayly, Esq. called in ; and further Examined. 

458. AT the period the presentment of 300 1 . was made by the county of Meath, 
were any objections made to it on the score of illegality ? — No, not that I know of. 

459. Might not the opposers of the Bill, supposing the presentment illegal, have 
availed themselves of that circumstance to defeat it? — I should think so ; I do not 
think the opposers of the Bill were acquainted with the circumstance of its being 
levied until after the Bill was passed. 

460. Was not the application for the new Ashbourne Act made in two different 
sessions of Parliament ? — It was. 

461. The parties opposing had of coarse full notice? — They had no regular 
notice ; they heard of it, but they had no regular notice given to them ; they had no 
official notice. 

462. Were not the usual notices in the newspapers? — The only notice in the 
newspaper was a notice in Saunders’s newspaper, so worded that it was not 
understood. 

463. Can you slate whether Mr. Bourne paid any part of the expense ? — I believe 
he did. 

464. Do you know whether he was desirous of having the Act passed ? — At first 
he appeared to oppose it, but afterwards he was very desirous to obtain it. 

465. Do you know by what authority the trustees under the Act of the 39th of 
George the Third transferred their power to Messrs. Bourne? — I do not; the Act 
of the 56th of George the Third was passed nearly two years after they had 
actually made the agreement with Messrs. Bourne, and transferred the whole into 
their possession. 

466. In whose possession were the account books of the Ratoath Trust previous 
to that transfer ? — In the possession of a Mr. Anderson, a superintendent of the 
road ; he kept the accounts at that time. 

467. At what period did you become a trustee of the road ? — About the year 
1813. 

468. Was there ever any account passed by the trustees of that road since you 
became a trustee ? — Never. 

469. Did the trustees or rate-payers ever petition against the passing of that 
Act ? — They did prepare a petition, which petition was numerously signed, and lay 
for signature at the Waterford Hotel; first, I think, at the Dublin Coffee-house, and 
then at the Waterford Hotel, out of which it was stolen on the eve of being sent to 
the House of Commons, and we do not know by whom. 

470. Who framed the list of the trustees that appeared in the 7th and 8th of 
George the Fourth? — The list w’as prepared by Mr. Bourne. 

471. Are they persons who ought to be trustees of that road, are they interested 
by holding property in preserving it ? — Some of them are ; but of the forty-seven 
trustees, more than twenty of them are persons who have no interest whatsoever in 
the road, and are personal friends of Mr. Bourne, most of them nominated by him ; 
some of them have never seen the road; one of them, Sir Robert Shaw,. I heard 
say, he had never seen the road but once ; Mr. French 1 heard say the same thing 
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at the meeting at the Exchange. There are two Mr. Darlings and a Mr. Croker 
on the Trust, who I know have no concern whatever with it, and the Mr. Darlines 
and Mr. Hartley are his own particular friends, and partners with him in the Steam 
Marine Company, and other things, and Mr. Hartley is his partner in the coaches • 
he is his nephew. ’ 

47:5. Are any of the persons who act as trustees on that division of the road also 
trustees of other roads in which Mr. Bourne is interested ? — They are, the Mr. Dar- 
lings and Mr. Hartley are all trustees upon the Mullingar Road. 

473. Is Mr. Darling a contractor upon anyroad? — I arn not certain whether 
Mr. Darling is, but Mr. Hartley is a contractor of the Mullingar Road. 

474. The statement you have made of these gentlemen relates to the Act of the 
56th of George III.? — No; to an Act of the 7th and 8th of George IV. 

475. Are those trustees materially the same as those made under the Act of 
the 56th of George III.? — Not materially the same; there are some of them the 
same. 

476. Are the majority the same? — About a majority. 

477 You stated that the Act of the 56th George III. was passed after the 
transfer of the road to Mr. Bourne ? — The 56th of George III. was passed nearly two 
years after the road had been handed over to Mr. Bourne ; it states particularly that 
the road had been handed over to him. 



478. Will you state to the Committee the terms on which the road was trans- 

ferred to Mr. Bourne ? — The trustees, upon transferring the road to Mr. Bourne; 
bound him in a penalty of 5,000 1 . to keep the road in repair. The words of the Act 
are these : “ And whereas the said Frederick Bourne and Richard Bourne, have, in 
“ fulfilment of their part of said agreement, already expended the sum of 4.488 1 of 
“ their own proper money in repairing and improving the said road, and have 
“ entered into a recognizance in His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery in Ireland 
“ in the sum of 5,000/. conditioned to the purport and effect aforesaid.” It is to 
be remarked, that there is no proof of the sum of 4,488/. being expended, although 
mentioned in the Act, but that sum is marked in the draft to be struck out and 
a marginal note states merely a large sum. ’ 

479. Will you state^^the name of that Act, and the name of the road transferred ?— 
This is the 56th ot George III., and the name ol the road transferred is the road 
leading from Dublin to llatoath and Cunagha. That is the title of the Act. When 
the Act of the 7lh and 8th of GeorgelV. was obtained, that clause binding Mr. Bourne 
in the 5,000 /. penalty was omitted, and j j^^ard that particularly objected to by 
one ot the trustees, since dead, and particularly adverted to by Mr. Paul Savage 
who was a very upright trustee; he stated it as a breach of the agreement. The 
trustees also reserved to themselves a power at all times of appro^iating (if they 
found the road not in good order) the funds, but in order to do it now the clauses 
m the Act of the 7th and 8th of George IV. make it so difficult that they are useless, 
and the power is completely taken out of their hands ; the trustees had a right to 
appropriate the sums in a summary way, but under the new Act it is made so difficult 
as to be a nullity. 

4S0. In what way is it rendered so difficult ?-They must apply to the Chancellor, 
obfahiS** s^ven trustees ; a thing almost impossible to be 

48|. Can you account for the difficulty of procuring seven trustees to meet in 
Uublm All the trustees seem to consider, since the Act of the yth and 8th of 
Ceorge IV., that they have no duty to perform, and they never have .met but once; 

lif t n-ffi at the Exchange, and that was convened with very 

great difficulty ; it was tolerably well attended 
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called they were cleared away; at present they are very nearly as high in, many 
places, and in other parts of the road they remain to the great inconvenience of 
travellers. 

484. Are the Committee to understand, that the meetings of the trustees have 
been discontinued in consequence of the impression, that the Southern Division of 
the road is Mr. Bourne’s private property? — That is the feeling of all the trustees, 
that it is the property of Mr. Bourne exclusively for the continuance of the lease. 

485. You have stated that the road was in very bad repair ? — Yes. 

486. Are materials easily procured? — They can be procured at a very moderate 
price, and the Messrs. Bourne have the power under the Act of taking materials 
wherever they choose ; but the materials which they made use of for several years 
were the stones raised in the quarries. Now the nature of the stone there, is that 
some of the strata are very soft. Some of them might be hard enough for the pur- 
pose, but being raised and broken by task, the workmen mixed the hard and soft 
together, in consequence of which the road was in very bad repair for a long time; 
at present, he is making use of a better material, the gravel stones; they are hard 
good stones, but more expensive to break, and much more expensive to raise ; but 
tliey are a very good material, and he obtains them without paying any thing, except 
for the damage done to the surface of the ground, which is a mere nominal sum. 

487. What is the price of labour in the neighbourhood through which this road 
passes? — From l^. to IJ. 4</. per day; u. is the price paid on the road. 

488. What, is the rate of hire of cars per day ? — A pound a week in the vicinity 
of Dublin is about the average. 

489. Are you sufficiently a judge to state what you consider the road might be 
repaired for per mile ? — It could be repaired at present lor 60 /i a mile; it has been 
offered to be done at that; and for 50/. a mile, if the term was longer, on the 
average. Some of it would not require half the money, other miles would require 
more; but it it was put in proper repair, about 45/. to 50/. a mile would keep it in 
admirable repair. 

490. Some part of the ground through which the road passes is liable to rent^' — ■ 
Some part of the road is liable to rent. At the time that the Act of the 5Gth of 
George 111. was passed, the road was subject to rent for ground taken to widen it, 
amounting to 100/. 12J. a year; tliat rent, however, has not been paid by 
Mr. Bourne, except a very small proportion of it ; a small proportion of it was paid 
for a few years, but he has refused to pay the rent in most instances. I myself 
commenced a suit against him for a portion of ground that I recovered from a tenant. 
Mr. Shew also commenced a suit against him : bis attorney’s bills of costs were, 
1 know, 100/. That suit was not brought to a close in consequence of the death 
of the attorney, and most of the other people have never l eceived any rent for the 
ground. 

491. Was any part of the ground given gratuitously to make the road ? — There 
was ; I myself gave a great deal of ground ; I gave ground in the vicinity of Finglass, 
and down at the sixth milestone. 

492. Then effectively there is no rent paid? — Effectively there is no rent paid to 
any considerable amount. 

493. To whom do the persons to whom tljat rent is due look for the rent; do 
they look to the trustees ? — They have not applied to the trustees. 

494. Are persons using cross roads and merely going a few yards on the turnpike 
Toad charged toll ? — They are ; and the tollgate has recently been erected at the 
bottom of the hill on the road going to Glasiievin. I myself have paid toll for my 
cows going to the field, and for my plough going to work; I believe I have the 
tickets in my pocket. 

495. Have you ever remonstrated upon that subject with Messrs. Bourne ? — Not 
since the gate was erected. I remonstrated with the person who erected the gate, 
on the impropriety of doing so; but he has the right under the Act. 

49G. You stated yesterday that you were a trustee yourself of tlie road? — I am 
myself a trustee. 

497. What qualification is required to be a trustee? — To possess 100/. a year, 
or be the heir of a person possessing 200 /. freehold property, or possessing 1 ,000 1 . 
in freehold and personal. 

498. When you became a trustee, and attended at that meeting, wore you called 
upon^ to qualify? — I was not. 

499. Did you qualify ?- -1 was qualified, but I was not called upon .to qualify. 
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500. Do you believe there are any persons now acting as trustees who are not 
qualified under the Act? — I believe there may be, but I am not certain. 

501. Can you state to the Committee what debts are chargeable upon the Ash- 
bourne Road ? — At the time of the passing of the Act of the 56th of George the 
Third, the debts upon the road were 2,000/. borrowed from Government to open 
the road, and 200/. borrowed at a former period by the trustees,; those were all 
the debts upon the road. 

502. Can you state whether those debts still remain, or whether they have been 
liquidated ^ — They still remain. 

503. Who is subject to the interest on those debts? — The Messrs. Bourne the 
lessees, are particularly subject to the interest of those debts. 

504. Are there any exemptions in the Act of the 7th and 8th of George the Fourth 
from toll?— The exemptions in the 7th and 8th of George the Fourth are only ex- 
emptions for soldiers, or cars drawing materials for the use of the road ; but at the 
time that the Act was going to be, passed, the gentleman who was entrusted with the 
drawing of the Act, a near relation of mine, my step-father, received from Lord 
Shaftesbury an Act of Parliament, the Act for the road from Kilmallock and Charle- 
ville to the city of Cork, and the clauses in that Act he was desired to insert by Lord 
Shaftesbury in the Ashbourne Act; the exemptions in that Act were of course in- 
serted, but when the draft was given into the care of Mr. William Bourne, the exemp. 
tions were struck out by him, as I am informed. 

505. What are the exemptions in the Charleville Act? — The exemptions in the 
Charleville Act are as follows : “ And be it further Enacted, That no tolls shall be 

demanded or taken for any horses or carriages belonging to His Majesty, or 
attending any of the Royal Family, or returning after having so attended, or for any 
horse, ox or other beast drawing in any carriage employed in carrying or conveying 
stones, bricks, lime, timber, trees, wood, gravel or other materials for repairino' the 
said road, or making or repairing any bridge thereon, or any of the highways in the 
several parishes, townlands or districts through which the said road shall pass, or 
hay or corn in the straw, or potatoes, the produce of lands lying within the respec- 
tive parishes, townlands or districts aforesaid, to be laid up or consumed in the 
houses, out-offices, barns or yards of the owners thereof, and not for sale, or lime- 
stone of lime, or other manure to be used for the improvement of lands, nor when 
returning unladen after carrying or conveying any such materials; nor shall any of 
the tolls hereby granted be demanded or taken for any horse, ox or other beast 
drawing or not drawing, and employed only in carrying or conveying any ploughs, 
harrows or other implements of husbandry, nOr for any horses, beasts or other cattle 
when going to or returning from being shod or farried, or to or from work in culti- 
vating the lands or grounds within the same parishes, townlands or districts, or going 
to or returning from pasture or watering-places ; provided that such last-mentioned 
exemption shall only extend to such cattle as shall not pass upon the same road 
more than two miles in going to or returning from water or pasture ; nor shall any of 
the tolls hereby granted be demanded or taken for any horse, ox or other beast which 
shall only cross such road, and shall not pass above one hundred yards thereon, or 
lor any horse, mule or other beast when carrying or conveying any clergyman to or 
tiom the performance of the duties of his function on Sundays, or on any other day, 
or when carrying or conveying any person or persons residing in the same parishes, 
townlands or districts, who shall pass, on Sundays or any other days on which divine 
worship is or shall be ordered by authority to be celebrated, to or from his or her 
parochial church or chapel, or to or from any other place of religious worship 
K 6y such person or persons, nor for any horses or carriages whicfi 

s all be employed solely in conveying any mail or packet made up under the au- 
tiorily or direction of His Majesty’s Postmaster General or his deputies, nor for 
any horses belonging to officers or soldiers upon their march or upon duty, nor for 
any orses, caule or carriages employed in carrying or conveying the arms or bag- 
gage ot such officers or soldiers, or cari ying any wounded, sick or disabled officers 
or so lers, or returning empty after having been so employed, provided such horses, 
e or carnages shall return empty within the same days ; nor for any waggon, 
’ carriage whatsoever, or the horse or horses or other cattle draw- 

ing e same, vvhich shall be employed in conveying any ordnance, barrack or com- 
^ public stores of or belonging to His Majesty, or to. and for the 

use of His Majesty’s forces , ^ 

a former answer that you were obliged to pay toll for your 
cattle going to w,ater. and your ploughs going lo work ?-^l did. ^ , 

507. That 
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507. Tliat is under the 7th and 8th of George IV,, in which Act you state that the 
exemptions just mentioned were inserted by the direction of Lord Shaftesbury, and 
afterwards struck out by Mr. William Bourne? — Yes, and I must pay every day for 
them going through any of the tollgates. 

508. In the 7th and 8th of George IV. is there a clause to regulate the weighing ? 
— There is. 

509. Will you state what that clause is ? — That clause is so oppressive, that if put 
into full execution, it will diminish the value of the land on that road perhaps half 
even w'hat it is at present. By that clause the toll collector is enabled to weigh every 
cart; and if the cart weighs a ton, he has a right to charge 5 1/. toll, provided the 
wheels be full three inches wide, and set on with counter-sunk nails, but in thatweight 
the weight of the cart is included ; now the weight of a cart is generally 9 cwb, so 
that every person drawing a load of manure must pay over the 5 d. at the rate of 5 d. 
a ton, and at the rate of 8 d. if the wheels are not precisely the breadth. 

510. What does a car pay at present? — Four-pence, if the shoeing of the wheels 
be three inches wide. 

511. Is that enforced rigorously? — It is not enforced yet; the machine is not 
put up yet. 

512. Have you beard that it is the intention of Mr. Bourne to erect a weighing- 
machine? — I have; every load of manure, under those circumstances, would be 
liable to pay from 8 rf. to 1 s, 

513. What is the value of a load of manure? — It varies from \s. to 2^. ; for 
horse manure generally the price is 1 s. 6 d. or 1 s. Ad. 

514. Does the best kind of manure weigh the heaviest ? — The best kind of manure 
weighs the heaviest, and the general weight drawn by a good horse is from 25 cwt. 
to 30 cwt. exclusive of the weight of the cart. 

515. Cun you obtain 25 cwt. of manure for 1 j.?— You can procure it for 1 s. Ad. 

the horse manure, and for about 1 %d. the slaughter-horse manure, which is a very 

heavy manure ; the cow manure is heavier, I believe ; it produces 2 s. 

516. What would be the amount of the toll on 25 cwt. of the cheapest kind of 
manure ? — The amount of the toll, including the weight of the cart, would be between 
9^. and lor/., provided the wheels were the proper breadth ; and if the wheels were 
not precisely, three inches wide, the toll would then be 1 s. Ad. 

51 7. What is the price of the cheapest manure weighing 25 cwt. ? — The cheapest 
manure is the scavenger’s manure sold in Dublin ; 1 think it is gd. a ton they charge 
for it. 

518. Are you aware that large quantities of manure are kept piled up in the 
centre of the city of. Dublin, in consequence of the demand for manure not being 
sufficiently great? — I am. 

519. Do you conceive that the piles of manure in the centre of the city are 
extremely injurious to the health of the inhabitants ? — I am certain of it. 

520. Is it your opinion that if the toll on manure were very much lowered or taken 
off, the large quantity of dung now piled up in Dublin would be removed? — I am 
certain of that. 

521. Are the Committee to understand that the average load of a horse in that 
country is 25 cwt., including the cart? — It is about 20'cwt., including the cart. 
Those persons who draw manure generally put on a very large load, and are not 
conscious of the weight. 

522. Then in fact the actual quantity that the horses draw, deducting 9 cwt. for 
the cart, is 16 cwt.? — No, they generally draw a ton, exclusive of the weight of the 
cart. 

523. The present system of tolls being found extremely oppressive to the occu- 
piers and residents on the north of the city of Dublin, what arrangement do you 
conceive could be made which would be satisfactory to them? — Either to remove 
the tollgates to the verge of the county, and allow them to be repaired, as on the 
south side, by a tax on the houses, or to have an increased barony presentment, or 
to remove them to a short distance, and tax the people within a certain distance of 
the turnpikes to make up the deficiency; and also to vest the trust in people who 
would be accountable for the money expended, and who would interest themselves in 
taking'care that it was properly applied. 

524. Do not you think that* the turnpike system is the best that can be adopted 
for roads, under proper management? — Ido, under proper and equitable manage- 
ment. 

525. And from your knowledge of the public opinion in the neighbourhood of 

645, j 4 Dublin, 
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Dublin, you conceive that there is no objection to turnpikes, provided they are n 
perly managed, and the funds properly applied ’—Provided the funds are prooedv 
and honestly applied ; and respecting the city of Dublin, that the one side o ' th 
city was put on the same, footing as the other. 

326. What is the state of the footpaths on the Ashbourne Road in the viciuitv of 
Dublin?— The footpath is impassable in winter. Under the original Trust the foot 
path was repaired by the directors, and made by presentments obtained from the 
Grand Jury of tlie county of Dublin. It was then kept in good repair under the 
7tb and Sth of Geo. IV. The present lessees assert, that they are not oblioed to remi 
the footpath; but they have the power of forming it; and the manner in whicb 
they form it is by putting a portion of dirt upon it, which they cannot persuade 
people to draw away ; the consequence of which is, that the path is imnaLahle in 
wet weather, and the injury to the property within such a distance from Dublin as 
people would wish to walk, is very great, particularly in the town of Finglass. 

.527- Have you not found it the case generally in Ireland, that the footpaths are 
very bad r — In many cases; but I have, in some cases, seen them attended to 
othm?— yL**™ AshbourneTrust as being much worse than 

5‘29- In that part of the road which you describe as being exceedingly bad towhaf 
do you attribute ,t?-To the w‘ater being permitted to lie upon it; the road is below 
the surface of the adjacent land, and ot course the water must always ilow over 
1 whenever there is a very heavy rain ; and at all times it has such an effect upon 
the road, that when the brokeo stones are put upon it, and the wet comes upon it 
those stones disappear 10 a very short time, the substratum being so soft I men’ 
ttoned these circumstances repeatedly to Mr. Bourne, and other people also men 
tioned 1 , and suggested that there should he a drain made to carry away this 
water; but there has been no drain made. A little trifling water table has-been 
made with a shovel, but the water fills it up again ; and even in tlie middle of 
sunimei there is water on the road-side. 

‘'““'Is, Considerable inconvenicnce in passing 
that road ?-I have, winter before last I was up to the saddle-girths in it ■ the 
water was on the road for two da\\s. ° 

Robert Smith, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

Didfliii reside; In the parish of Crumlin, in the county of 

532- What barony do you reside in f— Newcastle. 
or2uR Newcastle which is situated 011 tlie left 

and N^mS^Tfe sontCsr"'’ 

the^bioifieVnTTl!^n»v“r charge for repair of roads on the part of 

east side of the TorP and Newcastle wliich is situated on the left or south- 

and county cess ^ do ; we pay a double house tax, also turnpike tolls 

of the'Tumnikp^A^^ ^ double house tax ? — I mean, that before the passing 

brouBhtinto pti ’ given that a Turnpike Bill was to bt 

of Dublin fearini. th^f' ’ " opposition, particularly from the inhabitants 

contequen’em *0 oounty of Wicklow in 

taxlnw th^*nart'nf^l^^ Farliament passed soon after that time, for tile purpose of 

S efse the fondfl .1“™'’^ “f'or there was a House Tax Act, to 

me ease the funds for the purpose of improving the roads. 

-wLf 5'“' ofGeorgem. c. 36?— Yes. 

a double house'^tax"?" T P™'"'™'' of that Act do you complain of, as imposing 
Act, whL the exnr^^^ ooinplam rf the word “ W” in the first section b the 
inserted, instead oDhe wo'rd°™or.” Michaelmas term,” being 

Do IT r?- °I Act ?-No, I did not 

inse .dipstea?t™:|T.‘-^j^ Act the- word “or” was 

word P---I “or” was changed into the 

fifx twice g year instead <“T" because finding we paid 

re . ^ ) instead qt once, I applied to Sir Robert Shaw, who was then 

' ' ' Member 
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•jVTeinber.for Dublin, who got this House Tax Bill passed, and by ’whose name it is 
still known. He declared it was a mistake, and never contemplated by the framers 
of the Bill. t j . . 

542. Do you believe the double levy that was made under this Act was neces- 
sary for the repair. of the roads? — It was not necessary, 

543. The additional sum collected by levying twice a year iuslead qf once, was, 
in your opinion, not necessary to repair the road ? — Certainly not. 

544. Can you account for the circumstance, that the directors of that road, who 
were many of them persons of property and respectability, should impose an addi- 
tional rate? — I cannot account for it, but so it was ; part of the road was previously 
in as good condition as now, if not better. 

545- the tax much less previous to tlie passing of this Act than it is at 
present ?~It was; llie county cess, by which the roads were then all repaired, came 
to less than at present, and the roads were equally well kept. 

, 546. Was there at that time any liiriipike on the Blessington Road Iqadiiig to 
Tallaght, and passing close to. the village of Crumlin ? — No, the 10th of George iv. 
first made it a turnpike road. 

,547. The Act of 1829 ”'9? for the repair of the road from Dublin by Crumlin, 
through Blessington and Baltinglass, to near Carlow? — -Yes. 

548. Since the passing of that Act has any turnpike been erected on thq Bles- 
sington Road? — There has; one at Tallaght, and another, for sometime, within the 
yity of Dublin, until there was an application to the Lord .Mayor to have it 
removed. 

,549. Plave the directors a power under the Act of establishing a gate within the 
liberties of Dublin ? — Certainly not. 

550. Was that done by the authority of the Lord Mayor ? — By no means. 

551. Then the trustees had no power to erect it? — I believe it was not done by 
the trustees ; I cannot say whetlier it was sanctioned by them. 

552. Have you ever known an instance where a toll-collector has taken upon 
himself to erect a gate without the authority of the trustees? — 1 liave not. 

553. You state, that in thi.s instance it was not erected by the trustees ?- — I cannot 
say that, but I know that, a turnpike was erected within the city of Dublin 

554-5, How far did they remove it afterwards ? — About 500 yards. Tlie inhabit- 
ants of the parish of Crumlin, some of whom have but a few hundred yards to 
pass on the road, particularly feel aggrieved by paying 6 for. their car or gig,, which 
is as much as those who travel the line of road fifteen miles to Blessington. 

556. Since the passing of the 51st Geo. ill. have you been subject both to the 
payment of turnpike and to tlie payment of the double house tax ?— We have,, 
besides an increased county presentment. 

557. How do you account for the increased county presentment? — I cannot tell 

how it is that the county presentments have-increased’. 1 generally used to pay in 
the parish of Crumlin for county cess about 12 /. half-yearly, and this half year 
I have paid 1 8/. 1 1 6d., or something near that sum. 

• 558. What docs your county cess average to you by tiie acre pei‘ year? — I sup- 
pose about 46'. 01' more. 

559. What is the value of your ground by the ‘acre?— Ground lets from 5/i to 
6/. an acre in that neighbourhood. 

5G0. What do you suppose the turnpike loll amounts to per acre on yoiir land 
in addition to the county cess? — I should suppose I pay for turnoike toll, not being 
a tillage farmer, 10 A a year; but if I tilled my lands it would be double that' sum 
at least. 

561. How many acres of ground have you? — In the |)arislies adjoining the road 
I have about 150 acres, and 150 acres on the north side of Dublin not subject to 
house tax. 

5fi2. Arc you aware who had charge of the Act of the 51st of Geo. Ill, in the 
House of Comnious ? — ^Sir Robert Shaw. 

563. Are you aware whether persons residing in your neighbourhood would 
prefer the payment of the house tax or of the turnpike? — Certainly the house tax, 
being the least expensive. 

564. Do you imagine that tlie landholders of the county of Dublin would prefer 

being taxed by a house tax tor the repair of the roads, or that they would, prefer 
•thftl otlier persons coming from other coiupies should bear a share in the expense by 
paying turnpike?' — i think it is generally believed that a well-regujated turnpike 
1 6.15. K , system 



J{u6crt 

Ksq. 
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system is as fair a tax as can be, because it is only those that use the roads oav 
for them. ^ 

565. Then you do not object to the turnpike system, but only to the abuses of that 
system ? — Exactly so. 

566. If the system were improved, and the turnpike trustees were made to account 
for their receipt and expenditure, there could be no objection to turnpikes, in your 
opinion? — None whatever; but we do object to paying the same toll as those 

go the entire line of road. 

567. In fact, does not your objection to the turnpikes relate merely to the situ^ 
ation of the turnpike? — Yes, particularly as it is placed in a barony subject to 
house tax. 

568. Are you aware how far the district extends upon that road, which is liable 
to the payment of the house tax? — It extends to the baronies of Upper Cross and 
Newcastle. 

569. About how many miles do those baronies extend on that line of road ? I do 

not know the exact extent, but I believe it is 15 miles. 

570. Do you believe the house tax extends as far as those two baronies, 1 5 miles ? 
— Part of both Upper Cross and Newcastle pay house tax, but to what extent I do 
not know. 



57 ’* Are you acquainted with that line of turnpike road, commencino at Dublin 
and ending at Carlow, known by the name of the Blessington Trust?— As far as 
Blessington I know it; I have gone upon the road beyond Blessington so seldom 
that I could not give any information respecting it ; I have seen the road in a very 
bad state the last time 1 was there. ^ 

572. At what period was the i\ct of Parliament obtained, known by the name of 

the Blessington Act ? — It is the 1 0th of George the Fourth, it was obtained in 1 820 • 
that is the Turnpike Act. ’ 

573. Are you aware of the provisions of that Act? — I have read the Act.' 

574. Do you complain that the Act is not sufficiently explicit in making the trus- 
ses account to the public for the money they receive for the repair of the road ? 

That is the objection made to it. 

575. Do you believe, or is it generally supposed, that a larger sum was 

spent upon forming this line of road than was necessary P — That is tlie impression 
1 beheve, in my neighbourhood* ’ 

576. Is that your impression? — If my infonnation on the subject be correct. 

It IS. ’ 



577 - ''■as originally formed under the Act, do you conceive that 

the materials used were such as ought to have been used in forming a new line of 
that the materials were generally good between Blessington and 
JJublm ; but beyond Blessington I can give no information. 

578. Were the materials used between Blessington and Dublin broken stone?— 
Iney were broken stone, but not sufficiently broken, nor well laid on. 

579 * lo those parts of which you complain, what materials were used ? — Broken 
stone; the only part that I can give evidence upon is between Dublin and 
Blessington. 

580. What was the state of that road from Dublin to Blessington by Crumlin, 
previous to the turnpike? — It was generally in very good repair; part of it was ex- 
cellent, which was kept by presentment, 

581- Was that part of the road of which you speak, between Dublin and Blessing- 
ton, in point of fact, fornied under this Act, or merely repaired ?— Partly formed, 
and partly repaired. 

“y line of road was formed under that Trust be- 
tween Dublin and Blessington? — I believe there was. 

mifes^’ Blessington ?— I believe 15 English 



gates are there? — There are two gates between Dublin and 
Blessington ; there is another gate in Blessington. 

f of Blessington and Dublin are there two sates ?— Yes. 

earrinJe gates? — Sixpence for a gig or car, and a shilling fora 

carnage, and Ihree-pehce for a cart. . 

hlojnler?m^ri '’r?k expense of tliose tolls ?— People com- 

n oJd Stones could be got on this line 

e y reasonable rate; the- trustees contracted, during the year 1830, for 

-1 stones 
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stones at 2 s. per ton •, and for five miles of that road, from Dublin to Tallaght, they 
kept it in very good repair for 105/. 

588. What do the people complain of; do the travellers complain of the state of 
the road, or of the amount of the tolls, or of both ? — They complain of both. 

589. Have you stated, or do you mean the Committee to understand, that the 
road from Blessington to Dublin was as good before the passing of that Act, as it is 
at the present day, three years subsequent to that Act ? — I think an improvement has 
taken place on some part of the line of road, but that part near Dublin was in as good 
a state formerly as at present. 

590. Then you conceive that the effect of the Act of Parliament has been only to 
levy a tax upon the travellers of that road, without improving it ? — I think so far as 
relates to that part near Dublin. 

591. Have you, or any of the inhabitants of that county, cause to complain that 
the accounts have not been fairly laid before them, or before the public, of the 
receipts and expenditure? — That is one of the complaints made. 

592. Are the trustees directed by Act of Parliament to publish their accounts 
annually? — 1 believe they are. 

593. And that has not been done? — Not to my knowledge. I heard that there 
was a book published stating their expenses, but I could not get it. I sent a person 
to Carlow to procure one, and he said he could not get it, because they had been 
bought up. The Memorandum I now hand to the Committee is the only account 
I could get. 



Dublin and Carlow Road, - - Dr. 



£. s. 


d. 


262 14 




7 


3 


873 ^5 
243 18 
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164 12 
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96 7 
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2=; - 
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18 3 
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1,692 9 


8J 


1,046 4 


1 


83 ■? 


6 


542 7 




3.304 18 


6 


1,581 12 


3 


4,946 10 


9 



Contra ----- Cr. 



Paid Labour to 1st of July 1831 
Cart hire- - - - 

Road materials 
Officers’ Salaries 
Contingencies, iucludingq! 

Tradesmen’s bills - -J 
Interest on debentures, &.c. 
Building Wall at Poolapuca 
Attorney’s bill of costs 1831 



Costs of Act of Parliament 
Attorney’s bill of costs, 1830 
Expenses ofGraney&Cold-i 
town Road, including! 
161/. 105. purchase of( 
land - _ - -J 



Expended first year, as peri 
printed Account, to isll 

July 1830 - - -J 



Received from Kilbee 8c C0.1 
Tolls on Coaches and ' 
Caravans - - -J 

From Campion 8c Co. di tto 
Hogan’s rent of tollgates 
Merganstown Gate, two’ll 
moiilhs - - -/ 

Individual composition tolls 
Fines and forfeitures 
From Co. Wicklow Trea-1 
surer, being the Poola-li 
puca presentment -J | 



£. s. d. 
251 19 lol 

121 5 6 

1,328 10 - 

37 3 9 h 

- 4 - 
3 - - 



Debentures issued to pay> 
costs of Act of Parlia -1 
ment - - - - f 

Debentures issued to pay 
expenses of Gianey & 
Coldtown Road - 



1st July 1830 
ialance due Tr 
1st July 1831 



.855 3 

1,000 - 



£. 


3.455 3 2 




1.369 10 8 




121 16 11 


£. 


4,946 10 9 



B. S. De limzi, Clerk of the Road. 
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Esq. 



27 March, 
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594. Tljen you are not aware of any authentic statement of the receipts and the 
expenditure on that line of road given to the public?— I have not seen any, except 
what I have handed in. 

595. Have vou inquired ? — I have inquired, and I was told that the books they 
had published were bought up. 

596. Although they were directed to make it public by Act of Parliament, as you 
'conceive? — Yes. 

' 597. Do you not conceive that one of the great causes of the complaints of 
Turnpike Trusts about Dublin, is the want of publicity of the accounts of the receipts 
•and expenditure made on those roads ? — Yes, it is a great objectioli vvith the people 
that there are no accounts published or brought forward. 

645. K 2 598- Are 
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,598. Are you aware of gales placed not immediately on:tlie line of the main 
road? — There are side gates. ^ 

599. Do you conceive that they have power under the Act of Parliament to tin 
SO? — r believe they, have such power by the Act. 

600. Can you specify any one gate so placed?— At the Green Hills they have 
one; you cannot go in or on the road in any direction without paying turnpikes 

601. Do you conceive that the effect of side gates is, to make a road whid. iJ 

repaired by presentment pay for repairing a road that is supported by tollP—T ,| ' 
On the present road they had at one time placed a turnpike opposite to inv door tn 
prevent persons turning off the road to the village of Crumlin. ™ 

602. Have complaints been made of the Green Hills Gate?— Several. ' ‘ 

603. What has been the result?— The magistrates in the neighbourhood 1 Iwa,- 

have enforced the payment of toll. ’ ‘ 

604 Are you aware that the trnslees on the Blessington Trust complained of 
want of funds for the purposes of the road ?— I have heard so. ‘ 

603. Do you believe that the money collected at those side gates is exnenderl mi 
the repair of the main road or of the bye road?-Expended on the repUs of the 
turnpike road. H“u»oitiie 

606. Are persons charged who only cross the turnpike road in the course of the 
bye road.— Certainly not; but they are charged when they travel on the turnpike 
cbaigTd" perches. However, you can pass direct across it without being 

It “ gate in the town of Blessington, on the Baltimore 

Koadf — 1 hear there IS a gate. ' 

o«vin^' ,h" r‘ "“‘■f’'; t‘ “f Blnssiugton without 

paying the turnpike? — I hear so. ® 

609. How often have you gone on this road to Blessington in the course of the 
last twelve months?— Perhaps two or three times. 

.610. The Committee understand you to state, that it was amistake in the Act of 

Parliament that the double house tax Was imposed? — Yes. 
oil. Had you that information from Sir Robert Shawpl- Yes. 

■ Vr. C/m-/es Farrdn, called m ; and Examined. 

'elt iTh Felfim. in the county of Dublin. 

6ti' Do vnn en'" "f paiticular turnpike road?-On the Malahide. 
the Trust? do ^ abuses on that line of road, in the management of 

Mallaii'ide 'w. of the Ac“t £^'’“0^1110’’'“"’ f of the 

DOSsibilitv nf frPhJnr; e Act itselt.— Of the very heavy taxation, and the im- 
poss bihty of getting an audited account of. the receipts and expenditure. 

as trusted ’ to Toninhe" "’hich 

. .-“i as snis laarjr.;: 

are aceuse™of Tos?m^ “ *“'r ““ in which the trustees 

hind Sralwif^f ■aisingthe price of their 

to their^own tenants whn ° ^ payment of an increased rate of wages 

I. is the generally received o'LbZStIt IIT 

tha?d’m° 7 ho^va"°i‘nlled™'■ 7 " >‘“°"''«lge?-I do not; I know so far as this, 
signed by the overseer of tL 7 *^'^ i"® *>a'i gof a docket, that was 

620 a • was allowed that in the rent, 

charges a<.ainsT 7 neet'nhl®°- 77 *'° 5 ' House of Commons, containing heavy 

provL ttae oha“7S- not acquainted with the facts 

if I aJ not compSt te^f7‘' ‘“"'I'^'igel-That was o 7 y one item of it, and 
621. The CiH a ™ “P»° item, I am upon the rest, 

the Committee of°an 7 n 7 ”^.- allegations against the trustees; will you inform 
y-mr Lrknowled» 7 l!te^^ 3 ““ are aequaiutil with of 

impassable; that the RtatP r*l. j ^ ^ number of, years, was nearly 

notice whatsoever of R road being represented to them, they took no 

f any petitions that were sent in for the removal of .any 

nuisance 
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nuisance were totally unheeded, and that they never availed themselves of the faci- 
lities of keeping the road in repair that they should have done. 

622. Have you ever heard it stated, that the trustees on that road repaired 
a domain wall, belonging to one of their own body, which they charged at the public 
expense ? — I have. 

623- Will you state to the Committee vvhat you know of your own knowledge 
regarding that fact? — Connected with the taking down of a hill, whicli I was very 
anxious should be done ; it was agreed to by one of the trustees to advance a certain 
sum of money to me to have it done, and after a portion of it was commenced, the 
gentleman who advanced the money, and desired the \vork to be done, died ; I mean 
Alderman Alley ; and the work, as originally intended, was not carried on, but it 
was altered, and in the alteration of it a hollow was filled up that was not in the 
original plan. The original plan was altered. I undertook to superintend the work 
being done. This lowered the wall by raising the ground. I was present at the time 
when the gentleman received an order for a certain sum of money, to pay him for 
raising, pinning and dashing the wall. 

624. Are you not aware that it is usual, when trustees on turnpike roads lower 
a hill, to the injury of a domain wall, ilial they should place that wall in the same 
state in which they found it previous to that injury ? — I'hey did not act so in my 
case, for at the end of my domain, they levelled a large fence, which served as a 
protection from trespass ; and on representation being made of it, I could receive no 
answer from any of them, and it put me to the expense of about too/, to raise 
a wall. 

G25. You complain that where property of a trustee is injured, that injury is 
made good by the trustees, but vvhere property of an individual not a trustee is 
injured no compensation is made? — They do not seem to act on any set rule in 
that Board ; for my fence being destroyed, they gave me no compensation ; and in 
levelling this very hill, a little furthei' on, there was another portion of the road filled 
up; and the county on one side built a fence, and the trustees built a fence on the 
other. 

626. Was that upon land belonging or not belonging to a trustee ?’ — To neither ; 
the trustee had no land on either side ; but the trustees built a wall upon one side of 
the road, and the County Grand Jury built a wall on the other; they do not seem 
to act on any fixed rule. 

C27. Therefore, though in your case they refused to make up your fence, you do 
not mean the Committee to understand that they do so in all cases? — There were 
several cases where they refused to do it. 

C28. Are you not aware that you have a power by law to compel the trustees to 
make good the injury tliey have done you ? — I was not aware then. 

629. Are you aware since — I am. 

630. Have you taken any steps to compel them to make the injury good? — No, 
I have not ; such a length of time had elapsed. I have written to their secretary 
about it. 

631. What answer did yon receive ? — I have received no answer, 

632. How much was your property deteriorated ? — It cost me about looA to 
make good the injury done. 

633. Of what description was the fence which you made? — It was originally 
a quickset hedge with a ditch to it. 

634. How did the injury arise? — They filled up the ditch and destroyed the fence, 
and left a liundred acres open to be trespassed on. 

C35. Then you being at the loss of 100/., and having .sent a memorial to the 
Board to be reimbursed, took no further steps to recover the amount of vour loss? 
—No. 

636. At the period you wrote to the secretary of trustees on the subject, your 
loss amounted to too/.? — I paid about 100 [. for the erection of the wall. 

.^ 37 » Could not the damage have been repaired at a cheaper rate ? — Certainly^ 

638* Are you the sole individual on that line to whom the trustees have not 
made good the damage that they occasioned in improving the road ? — There was 
another individual, I believe, reniained uncompensated, for about six years, until 
the Board, understanding tliai the tolls were to be investigated, made good his 
joss. 

639. Since when was his loss made good ? — T am told within these, twelve 
months. 

^ 45 * K 3 640. You 
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- 640. You have stated that you have paid 100 /. for the wall ; was it the sum that 
you expended for the wall that you wanted to charge to the trustees, and not the 
actual damage to the property ? — The actual damage to the property. 

641 . Do you complain of the great expenditure of money on the Malaliide line 
of road? — I do. 

642. Do you also complain that the road is kept in bad repair? — It formerly was- 

it is in good repair, now. ’ 

■ 643. Since when was it placed in good repair? — Within these fourteen or fifteen 
months. 

644. Did you ever offer the trustees of the Malahide Road to repair that road at 
a smaller sum than they were in the habit of paying ? — I did. 

645. What sum were they in the habit of paying ? — I could not exactly tell, for 
they received a certain large sum for the tolls ; a certain portion of this went to the 
support of the Howth Road, and they had the rest of it for the payment of the 
interest and for keeping this road in repair. 

646. If you do not know the sum expended in the repair of the Malahide Road, 
how could you make a tender to repair it for a less sum than they then paid ?— f knevv 
that ibe Howth Road was repaired for a certain sum. 

647- Did you offer to repair the Malahide Road at the same sum as was paid to 
the Howth Commissioners? — No, it was more; there is a heavier intercourse on the 
Malahide Road. 



• 648- Do you believe that the sum you offered was a smaller sum than the trustees 
were in the habit of paying ? — I thought so. 

64p. Do you know of any instance in which work has been directed to be per- 
formed by a trustee, without the concurrence of the other trustees? — I do; 
I applied to Alderman Alle}’, as one of the trustees, complaining to him that the 
Hill of St. Douloughs prevented the farmers of the neighbourhood from drawing 
out the manure; he asked me what I should be satisfied with, and I stated that 
I should be satisfied if the hill was lowered ; he then told me to proceed with the 
work, and that he would secure me a sum of money without the intervention of the 
other trustees. 

C50. Did you proceed with that work ? — I did. 

651, Did you lower that bill ? — I did not ; I commenced it. 

finish the work ? —1 did not ; the death of Alderman Alley inter- 
vened, and some of the directors did not like it; the moment Alderman Alley died 
the k was stopped. I did not receive the money from the Alderman ; it was left 

in the hands of his son, who refused to give me even the amount for the work that 
was (lone. 

653. Iri whatstate did you leave the road?~About 60 cubic yards was done. 

54 * as it passable — Yes, it M'as ; we only commenced on one side of the 
road. *' 



655. What sum w'ould it have cost you to have completed that work? — One 
hundred and thirty pounds was the estimate; he was to give me 100/., and I was to 
raise the 30 L by subscription. 

- Was that hill afterwards lowered ? — It was. 

657. What sum did it cost to lower that hill afterwards ? — Considerably more; 
i go not know the exact amount; we were never allowed to inspect the accounts. 

f cannot state what additional sum it cost beyond that which you were 
0 do ^t*or. I cannot, but it was not done on the plan that we had laid out; there 
were only three feet taken off by them. 

659. What induced you to state that the sum for which it was done was consi- 
derably more than the sum for which you agreed to do it ?— Because it was all done 
by day-wmrk, and mine was to be done by contract. 

efficiently done as you undertook to do it, what leads 
L f . , “■‘O'*® than your contract ? — It was done by day-work, and 

who know something about labour, saw that three times the sum .was 
what would have been expended according to my estimate, 
'lowering thL^hhl?— I ^ that the trustees mismanaged the funds of the road in 

a personal knowledge of any other instance of misirjanagement on 
Hnnfhpr iJii^ I another petition to the trustees to take down 

oiFerpd to flpfr Malahide, where the inhabitants of the parish 

w * expenses, provided the Board defrayed the other half. 

063 - Was that application refused ?— Four times. 

1 66^}. Did 
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664. Did the trustees assign any reason for refusing that application ? — Once they 
did, that they had not funds. 

665. From your knowledge of the receipts and expenditure on that road, do you 
believe that to have been the fact ? — ■! do not. 

66G. Can you account to the Committee for the manner in which those funds 
are misapplied ? — I think that the system of day-work that is on the road, is one of 
the causes. 

667. Are there not proper overseers to see that the men do projTcr labour? — 
There is but one overseer on that road of seven nniles. 

66S. Has he deputy overseers ? — None. 

669. Are the labourers employed upon this road, generally, the tenants of the 
trustees ? — I could not answer that. 

670. Do you conceive the great majority of them to be the tenants of the trus- 
tees ?— There are very few of them ; I think that there are not above seven of them 
tenants of trustees. 

671. It is stated in the petition presented to the House of Commons, that the 
trustees, by employing their tenants, considerably increase the value of their land ; 
you are one of the persons that signed that petition ; can you state, of your own 
knoM'ledge, to the Committee, any instance of the kind ? — Personally I cannot. 

672. Do you not think it very unfair to sign a petition containing grievous 
charges against men of respectable cliaracter, without being certain that the facts 
stated in that petition are true ? — Surely ; some of those things I dissented from. • 

673. Will you state to the Committee any other complaint contained in that 
petition of which you have personal knowledge? — I do not exactly recollect the 
words of the petition. 

674. One of the allegations in the petition is, that the funds of the Trust are 
misappropriated ? — That they have certainly been. 

675. Can you slate any instance of your own knowledge where such misappro- 
jjriation has occurred? — That case that 1 mentioned of raising the wall. 



Mercurii, 28 “ die Martii, 1832 . 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in thk Chajk. 



John Stuart Coxvn, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

676. WHERE do you reside ?-^At Flesk Priory, near Killarney, in the county 
of Kerry. 

677. Are you a miigistrate of that county ? — I am. 

(I78. Are you acquainted with the state of the turnpike road between Cork and 
Tralee ? — Yes. 

679. What is the state of that Trust at present ?— Very good, with the exception 
perhaps of one or two stages in the county of Cork. 

680. How many trustees manage that Trust? — A great number; a very large 
Board. 

681. Are the Boards numerously attended? — On certain occasions they are. 

682. On what occasions are they belter attended than on others? — When 
trustees, having any influence in the Board, wish to return their own friends, either 
as trustees, in consequence of a vacancy, or as contractors, if tliere is a contract to 
be let ; on those occasions, I think, the Gourds are better attended than usual. 

683. Are those contracts supposed to be so very profitable to the contractors, 
that they make interest with their friends in order to obtain them ? — From that 
circumstance I should think they were ; I have no other reason to think they are. 

684. What class of persons are the contracts for that road held by? — Generally 
by gentlemen ; and a labourer or two always introduced into the contract with a 
gentleman. 

685. Do the gentlemen who take contracts upon that road perform the work 
with their own carts and men ? — I have known some who do. 

686. Is it not considered disreputable for a gentleman to be engaged in the 
repair of a road, to the exclusion of an industrious farmer? — I do not think it is 

K 4 generally 
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generally so. Speaking individually, I should say yes; but I have never heard h 
spoken of as a matter of surprise. 

687. Flaveyon ever known great , interest made among the trustees in order tn 

give those contracts to one individual in preference to another? Very great 

688. Are the contracts given to those who propose to do the work best and at th 

cheapest rate ? — No, not always. ’ 

689. The giving of the contract then is made a matter of favour ?— Very freonentlv 

690. Have you ever known contracts to be held by persons wdio from their cir’ 

cumstances or situation of life were totally incapable of fulfillinv the terms of ih 
contract ? — I have. “ e ■ or tne 

6gi. Will you state any instance that you are acquainted with? — I know of an 
unmarried lady that had a contract; but I should explain that it was a contract held 
by her brother, and her brother having died, she continued in the contract Tiieiv 
.was a good deaf of interest made to put her out, and much also made to keen her i„ 

1 am not aware whether she is contractor at present. 

692. There was interest made to retain her name in the contract until the term of 

the contract had expired ?— So great that I, who took very little interest in the road 
had to travel 40 miles to give my vote in favour of the lady. ' 

693. Are the trustees, when vacancies occur, elected by the maioritv of the votes 
of the trustees present at that Board ?,— They are. 

694. Is there any qualification required for a trustee It is understood that there 
IS a qualification ; but I do not believe that that qualification is ever questioned. I do 
not believe that the question is often asked whether he is qualified or not • as far as 
I know, It IS taken for granted that he is qualified. 

695. Have you acted as trustee for this road I liave been trustee for several 
years; but I have been so much out of the county tliat I have attended very fciv 
meetings ; indeed irover e,xcept on business that I was particiilarlv interested iii.^ 

Kia • 'i- V T '’ practice to place tile names of several highly resoect- 
thi mMHnl“ of ,Z n" 3°^ “'■‘= “'»'<= f™'” circumstanres^lo' attend 

oenerallv n ‘ ^ ‘ v raspectable trustees of that road 

mtCTdi'^ ' ^ *''■ Augustus Warren generally 

attendin?nn '’''‘"'“‘' Cork and Killarney, are the trustees in the habit of 

giving a^contract™^^^^^^^ " f"™"' 

698. Do any public coaches travel on tliat road ?— One coach 

esta?l'i;hfd“i;.e’f8.!r 

on'thai reld ‘“'‘""'edge «as there any other coach traveliing 
701 . Wliat was the name of it ?-A coach called the Lady of the Lake. 

Bv rc'omL;ir“'rT“%‘ ? '=?‘“““''‘d, by a company or by an individual?- 

laraev fmthM^il Z "" "“ ‘>^110 line from Kil- 

b^MaUow Mill-street, that is, about 21 miles, then from Mill-street to Cork 

onr^tS,; 1 *0 “I Tralee Trust also proprietors or 

partneis 11 the coach called the Lady of the Lake? -Yes, several 

“P™ ™»d in favour of limt 

was fossereH in f “'““‘f'’ ''ed an interest .?^To the best of my recollection the toll 
was fossened in favour of the Lady of the Lake ; it was much less than that of the 

■co/df ‘h‘rl “ T“‘-°dlce a higher rate of toll for the maili 

whTclthe^ rad T they charged" the Ladv of the Lake in 

pays the toll ^ "'t“est.r— I rather think that it is not tile Post-office that 

I should siinnn«p pieseiit mail it is the proprietors wiio pay the toll, and 

payment of tlfe toll ^ that the Post-office was not concerned in the 

coStePwifii'll^r’’"-'?''' °r ‘‘’<'J''“l-“acli ran their coach at a disadvantage, 
timeSng oEr h ?~U„doubtedly ; at the sal^e 

The Lady 0®f the Lake had nli^ of th?HS’ 

tage°ramnared ™‘'-“acli were running a coach at a disadvan'- 

the road .?--Yes • one nnl" '■f Take, who were trustees of 

’ were obliged to give Up their coach ; and 

a .uart 
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a part of the company purchased the mail from the proprietors, who, I believe, in 
consequence of the opposition, was glad to sell it at a great deal less than he first 
demanded. 

708. So that, in point of fact, the trustees of the road, by favouring the Lady of 
the Lake, were enabled at length to induce the proprietor of the mail to join them, 
and to become one company? No, but to sell to them. Part of the proprietors of 
the Lady of the Lake purchased the mail from the proprietor, and became them- 
selves proprietors of the mail; they bought him out and out. 

709. So that, in point of fact, at present there is but one coach running on that 
road? Ihere is but one coach; but I should be glad to explain. It was on public 
grounds alone that this establishment of the Lady of the Lake was first put up; it 
could make no return to the proprietors, except enabling them to travel at a cheaper 
rate from Killarney to Cork than they did before. The rate of travelling was enor- 
mous by the mail; I have known it so high as 29s.; it is now I5i-. 

710. There is now then but one coach running upon that road where formerly 
there were two, and the consequence of there being two coaches at a former period 
reduced the fare from 29. v. to 15^*? — No, the fare was not reduced from that; but 
it liad been at one time 29s.; it w£is then reduced to a guinea, and from that it is 
now 1 5 ; the lowest reduction made by the mail was to a guinea, until the Lady of 
the Lake started. 

711. Since the trustees have become proprietors of the mail, do they continue to 
the mail the same favour in point of toll which they formerly extended to the Lady 
of the Lake? — No, certainly not; there must be Uiis difference that the mail is an 
up and down coach every day, whereas the Lady of the Lake was only three times 
a week. 

712. Have the trustees the pow’er of charging an increased rate of toll for any 
coach which would run in opposition to the coach in which they have an interest, if 
they chose to carry that power into effect? — I am not aware that they haye a, power 
of charging more than they do at present for the mail, 1 1 . 1 s. a day. I cannot 
say that they have the power of charging a higlier toll. I do not think they would 
do it, even if they had the power. 

713. Have you known any instances where contracts upon county roads under 
grand juries have been taken by gentlemen, wliich they executed with their own carts 
and horses, to the exclusion of the industrious farmer who paid a heavy rate of 
county cess? — I know of gentlemen who have worked their orvn horses and cars on 
the road, who are contractors, and the inference would be that it was to the exclu- 
sion of such farmers, but I cannot positively say. 

714. Did they obtain those contracts by a public competition, or by a private 
bidding, in which they could be favoured by their fellow grand jurors? — By public 
competition. 

715. The bidding was open then to all classes? — To all classes. 

716. You suppose that the gentleman you allude to obtained those contracts in 
consequence of under-bidding other persons in fair competition ? — I think the com- 
petition was fair. 

717. You state that the road is generally in good order? — Yes, with the excep- 
tion of one or two stages in the county of Cork. 

718. Did the trustees resident in the county of Cork interfere with the charge of 
that part of the road which you state to be bad? — Yes; there are Boards held at 
Mill-street and at Macroom; 1 myself have spoken about the state of that pai-t of 
the road. 

719. You have been present, of course, at those meetings of the trustees in which 
persons were to be elected as contractors? — I have been present at two or three; I 
have been present at that one I spoke of with respect to the lady being elected. 

, 720, That was a peculiar case? — It was a peculiar case. 

721. Do you conceive that the terms on which the gentleman you allude to was 
elected, and whose sister was afterwards elected, were fair terms as regards the 
public ?'-I should think they must have been advantageous to him, from the great 
interest that was made to keep her in possession of the contract, and the great 
interest that was made to get it for others. 

722. Have you heard many complaints as to his contract, as to the rate at which 
he held that contract, and the manner in which he performed the work? — I think it 
was considered high, but as well as I remember, at the time that the lady was. placed 
in her brother’s, situation as holding the contract, if I do not mistake, she look it 
at less ; she volunteered to lake it at less. 

f>45- L 723. Were 
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723. Were there many bidders against her upon that occasion? — I know of, 
but one. 

724. Did he offer to take it on a lower rate than she volunteered to take it? 

I cannot tell. 

725. As to the question of qualification, you have stated that you have not heard 
any question of that at the meetings; what is the qualification? — One hundred a year 
in landed property in estate, or a sum of money, 3,000/., 1 believe. 

726. Are you aware that there is any trustee upon that road who is not qualified?. 
— I should think there is. 

727. Have they been long on the Trust, or has their election taken place latterly?, 
— A few years ago. 

728. Are the meetings of the trustees generally well attended ? — They are very 
■well attended at Mill-.street or Macronm, but very badly attended at Killarney, the 
other places being more central. 

729. Do the trustees residing near Killarney attend regularly at Killarney? 

Tlicy do. 

730. How many form a quorum?^ — I think five. 

731. Have you generally full meetings at Killarney ? — Yes. 

732. Have you attended many of those meetings? — The meetings are so seldom 
held at Killarney, that I have not. 

• 733. You cannot state bow the business is done in those meetings? — No, but 
I can state this, that the business is exceedingly well done by the treasurer and the 
secretary. 

734. What is the name of the pi'esent secretary? — Mr. James M'Carthy. 

735. You have stated that the toll charge on the coach is a guinea a day ? — The 
present charge, is 365/. a year that is paid for the tolls. 

736. Are you aware what was paid by the former proprietor? — No. 

737 - Are you aware what was paid by tlie proprietor of the Lady of the Lake? 
— No. 

738. You state that the toll on the Lady of the Lake was consideralfiy lower 
than that on the mail ? — I am positive that the toll on the Lady of the Lake was 
much lower than that on the mail. 

739 * you state how niuch lower?— No. 

740* Are you aware whether the charge upon the Lady of the Lake was only half 
the charge upon the other on account of its running only half the number of times 
that the other didr — I believe the charge to be less than that. 

741. Ihe Lady of the Lake you stated ran by Mallow and.Kanturk; did it run 
that road during the entire of the time?— It did, except for a very short time, on its 
first establishment. 

742. In the case in which you mentioned that lady had been chosen as a contractor, 
what were the pecuniary circunnstances in which her brother died? — Very indif- 
ferent; and she, much to her credit, has been ever since paying his debts. 

743 '_ Was it in consetjuence of tlie pecuniary difficulties in vvbich her brother 
led, tnat the trustees, from motives of compassion, gave her the contract?—! can 
only judge from my own feelings on the subject, that were I not her friend, whicli 
was, and am at this moment, those motives would have induced me to give her iny 
assistance, knowing all the circumstances. 

744 * Is she still a contractor? — I cannot be positive that she is now, but she has 
been up to a short period since. 

length of road has she the management of? — I think between twelve 
and fifteen miles. 

Very^yo^d I'epair has that road been kept since the lady has had it? — 

, -1 there been any complaints made? — There have been complaints made. 

a complaints made, but I do not think they were warranted. 

74 ^- Are you aware of any change in the direction of this road, within tiie last 
lew years? — Yes. o j 

extensive change ? — The mail runs by another road now; it 
maices a ditterence of five miles; it runs through Glanflesk to Macroom, and then 
returns to the old Ime. . There are no tolls on that road. 

that you had attended meetings of the trustees, at which offers 
1 ® or contracts; and also, that the contract was not always given to the 

tint ii,/f Slate whether that was from favouritism, or considering 
man w 10 made the proposal was inefficient to. do the work ? — I should think 

the 
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the latter ; I should think they would rather give a higher price to the person who 
would do the business well, than give it to a man who would promise to do it a little 
cheaper, and do it badly. 

751. You are aware that many persons are in the habit of offering to take roads 
at a rate at wliicli they cannot possibly do tbe work properly ? — Constantly. 

752. What, hi your opinion, is the general management of the roads in that 
country ? — I think they arc remarkably good. 

753. Do you mean by this answer to allude to roads repaired under grand jury 
presentments? — I take all ; the road from Killarney to Kenmare; the road was 
badly made in the first instance, and never wdll be kept in order but at a great 
expense, the foundation of that road being bad. 

754. Was that road made under the direction of the engineer employed by Govern- 
ment ?~I do not know wbetlier the person was a Govcrninent engineer. 

755. What is the rate of wages that is generally paid to labourers on the roads 
■%d. a day ; but they are often paid by contract. 

756. What proportion does tiiat bear to tbe rate of w-ages, generally, throughout 
the county of Kerry ?— About tlie same, 8</., or from to 10J.5 \od. is the 
highest. 

757. Wiiat is the expense of a car per day ? — From 3s. to $s. 6 d. a car, and man 
and horse. • 



Dr. Charles i'arren, called in ; and further Examined. 

758. YOU stated in your examination yesterday, and it is also stated in the 
petition from Mallaliide, which you signed, that property on those lines of road is 
considerably injured by the rate of tolls charged within those Trusts ; can you state 
to the Comraitlce any instance within your own knowledge, as a considerable land 
proprietor, in which you found property injured by the rate of tolls charged ?— It has 
produced a complete dislike to invest capital on the north of Dublin by building; 
and in one particular case a gentleman took .some land to erect a house, and I think 
that house cost him about 4,000/., and he declared to me, that lie would not for tli'e 
entire sum that the house cost him have undergone the annoyance which those tolls 
imposed upon Iiim. 

759. Are you a considerable landed prp[irictor? — L hold some land. 

760. Do you find your property deteriorated by tbe amount of toll charged on 
manure? — All llie land I hold lies in my own hands, and I think it injures' it very 
materially. 

761. Can you state to what extent it injures it? — From the quantity of manure 
that we are obliged to draw, I should suppose about onc-fourth. 

762. One-fourth of the rental ? — Yes. 

763. How many acres of land do you hold on any of those lines of road ? — One 
hundred on that line. 

764. What number of horses do you employ in the year for the purpose of drawing 
manure to that land? — Sometimes more mid sometimes less; generally, I suppose, 
from ten to fifteen. 

765. What rate of toll do you pay for each cart within the day, drawing' manure 
from Dublin? — Four-pence three farthings. 

7G6. How many miles of road do you travel for 4ir/. ? — About six Irish miles 
and a half. 

767. Do you wish to make any remark to the Committee upon any portion of 
your former Evidence ? — Only so far as to slate, I do not complain of the gentlemen 
belonging to the Trust personally or individually; that I simply complain of the 
general conduct of the Board ; the enormous way in which they act. 

“68. What do you understand by enormous way of acting? — First, in my own 
case, not repairing an injury they did to me, but repairing tlie injury done to otliers ; 
one member of the Board advancing money, without the consent of the others, and 
the others then stopping, on the decease of this person, what he had directed to be 
expended. I complain, also, of the oilier instance of their not availing themselves 
of the example set by the way in which the Howth Road is repaired, ’but of their 
still persevering in the old manner of repairing them. 

7G9. Do the trustees employ an engineer upon their road to superintend their 
works? — Not to tny knowledge. 

770. Are the persons generally employed in llic repair of the road ignorant and 
incompetent persons ?— I consider them so. 

L 2 771. Is 
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771. Is there any allegation inade in the petition which you signed which yon 
are abJe to prove ? — The deterioration of property ; there have been only two houses 
built within these thirteen years on that line of road. 

772. Do you mean the Malahide Roa'd ? — The Malahide Road. 

773. Do you attribute tiiat to the heavy rate of toll charged on building mat<=^ 
rials ? — Decidedly. 

774. You state that there have been only two houses built on that road ; how Ion? 

have you knowm that road ? — About that period, thirteen years. ® 

775. Are you aware of any houses being built prior to that? — I do not think 
there were. 

776. How long has this Trust continued ? — From 1789. 

777. Is that a frequented road ? — Yes. 

778. Do you mean to attribute the not building of houses there solely to the 
high rate of tolls? — Precisely. 

779. Do you think there is nothing in the situation which prevents the buildingof 
houses ? — On the contrary, it is one of the most beautiful situations possible. 

M/in William Stubbs, Esq., called in j and Examined. 

780. WHERE do you reside? — At Rowlas Town Sword.s, in the county of 
Dublin. 

781. Are you member of the county of Dublin Grand Jury ? — I am. 

782. Are you acquainted with the state of the Turnpike Trusts round Dublin.^ — 
lam of the Ashbourne, the Ratoath and the Knocksedan Turnpikes. 

783. Which of those Turnpike Trusts are best managed ? — The Knocksedan and 
the Ratoath. 

784. Are they managed by trustees? — They are. 

785. What number of trustees are there on those roads ? — There are five trustees 
on the Ratoath Road ; I cannot exactly state the number of trustees on the Knock- 
sedan Road; but the management of that road is entirely given up to Mr. Richard 
Manders, and that of Ratoath to Mr. Rathbourne and Major Thompson. 

786. You state that those roads are well managed ? — Managed to give universal 
satisfaction to the rate-payers. 

787. Are they better managed than the Ashbourne Trust? — Decidedly. 

788. In your opinion, was the Ashbourne Trust better managed under the old 
Act than since the new Act of 1827?— As far as the funds went, and the tolls 
enabled them ; they had a much better road under the old Act than they have at 
present. 

789. Is Mr, Bourne at present the sole manager and lessee of the road ? — Messrs. 
Bourne are the sole managers and lessees of the road. 

790. Have the charges made for turnpike tolls, and the state of the roads generally 
round Dublin, given great dissatisfaction to the public? — Very great dissatisfaction 
indeed ; so much so, that I fear matters are not going on in the county of Dublin as 
they ought to do, all arising from neglect and mismanagement of a local nature. 

791. Has it caused great public excitement ? — Very great. 

792. Have any efforts been made by the inhabitants of the county of Dublin to 
induce the trustees to amend the system of road-making, or the management of the 
Trust? — Yes, latterly ; a very considerable excitement has been caused in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dublin; but the rate-payers have no power over the Messrs. Bourne, 
for the lease they hold under is a perfectly exclusive lease, and they are not 
accountable to the rate-payers or any other person for their acts, the trustees of the 
road being made subservient, as regards the management, to the Messrs. Bourne, under 
the Act of Parliament 

. 793 * Is not that generally the case upon all the Trusts that you are acquainted 
with, from Dublin to the interior of the country ? — No ; I rather think that on other 
Trusts the trustees are more or less accountable ; that they are obliged to account at 
the proper office in Dublin ; but I fear this useful regulation has been neglected 
altogether. , “ 

794* Can you mention any one Trust in Ireland where accounts are actually 
rendered to the public? — I can speak, not altogether from my own knowledge, but 
Jrorn hearsay, and hearing from trustees themselves. There is the Lisburne Trust, 
in the northof Ireland, for instance; I understand they account to the public. 

f system of managing Turnpike Trusts, the trustees were 

obliged to account to the public for their receipts and expenditure, do you conceive 

that 
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that that would remove the objections and give general satisfaction ? — Yes, it would, 
together with some other improvements which might be suggested. 

796. Will you state to the Committee any other complaints which the public 
make against the management of Trusts? — The public complain very much of the 
mismanagement of those TurnpikeTrusts, as well as of the grand jury system. 

797. Do you mean the grand jury system, as applied to the repair of roads to 
the south of Dublin ? — I mean as applied both to the north and south of Dublin. 

798. Is the same complaint made of grand juries as is made of Turnpike Trusts, 
that the rate-payers have not a control over the management and expenditure of the 
funds to which they contribute?— The same complaint exists, and unless the system 
is altered, the consequence may be serious. 

799. Are those complaints confined to the lower classes of society? — No. It 
may be necessary to state to the Committee, that there is in Ireland a class of 
persons who have for some time past realized considerable property as landholders, 
under tenures of 999 years, or lives renewable for ever, &c. &c. not holding in fee; 
those persons, from the circumstances in which tney have been placed, have become 
perfectly independent of the land-owners in fee ; they are the great rate-payers, and 
they feel dissatisfied that they have not some share in expending the money that is 
raised off them. 

800. Do you conceive that any amendment in the grand jury laws or in the turn- 
pike law’s, which would give to the principal rate-payers a control over the expen- 
diture, would remove all the difficulties and discontent which you state to prevail 
at present? — I think it would ; those two causes of complaint, the grand jury and 
the turnpike system, are the principal ones; there may be others which 1 am not 
aware of. 

801. Do not you conceive that the class of persons to which you have just 
alluded are perfectly competent, by their education, to the management of the funds 
to which they contribute, and that they ought to be allowed a voice in the distribu- 
tion? — Decidedly; there is not a more intelligent class of people in society than 
the class I allude to; they have been educated, and they have as good a knowled<Te 
of tiie world as any other class of people. 

802. Do you believe that das.s to l)e confined to the county of Dublin, or to be 
extended to other parts of Ireland ?— I think it extends to every other county, but 
particularly the county Dublin. 

803. Do you believe that in every county of Ireland there is the class of persons 
you describe, perfectly competent to the management of roads, either by grand 
jury or turnpike trusts ? — That is my opinion. 

804. Have you found, as an individual, any inconvenience from persons who are 
not resident within the county being placed upon the grand jury, to decide upon 

the repairs of roads of which they could not possibly have any knowledge ? 

Constantly. 

805. Do you think, if the places of those gentlemen were supplied by a fair pro- 
portion of the class of persons you describe, that the management would be more 

cheaply conducted, and that the public would be satisfied with the expenditure.^ 

I am perfectly convinced that the public would be satisfied with the expenditure. As 
to the cheapness of the management, I cannot particularly say, but the people would 
be better satisfied with the expenditure of tlie money. They complain that certain 
persons, who only reside in the county occasionally, men who have no opportunity 
of knowing the state of the country, men who, perhaps, do not know where roads 
He that presentments are applied for, they are the persons who decide whether it will 
be fit and proper to grant those presentments. The rate-payers say, “ Why should 
“ not we, who know those localities, why should not we who are the payers, and 
“ are obliged to bear the burthen of this, have the controlling power over the ex- 
“ peiiditure of the money?” and the consequence is that discontent and dissatisfac- 
tion exist to a very great extent. 

806. Suppose the case of a farmer holding one thousand acres of ground, and 
contributing a hundred a year to county rates, has he any power or voice in the 
distribution of that money to which he contributes so large a sum ? — No; I know 
many instances of most extensive landholders, men in every w'ay competent to fill 
the office of grand jurors, that are not placed on the grand panel at all. 

867. Have you known any instances of grand juries being composed of persons 
who contribute a very small sum to the county rates, wlio were the persons appointed 
to levy a very large amount from farmers such as you describe? — Surely; that is 
constantly the case. 

<j 45 . L3 So 3 . How 
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808. How 13 the grand jury of the county of Dublin composed ? — Principaliv 
selected from owners in fee. ^ 

8og. Are not persons possessed of property on the south side of Dublin averse- to 
the establishment of turnpikes on that side of Dublin, and do they not therefore 
oblige persons living on the north side of Dublin to contribute a portion of the 
expense of the roads on the south side of Dublin ? — I do not think that the roads on 
the south side of Dublin are repaired at the expense of the north. 

810. Are you not aware, that by the Grand Jury Act, all bridges are charged at 
the expense of the county ? — They are. 

81 ]. Then a bridge costing 1,000 f. at the south side of Dublin, where there is no 
turnpike, is partly contributed to by those persons who live on the north side of 
Dublin ? — The .same applies to the south, as well as the north ; there is a house tax 
at the south side of the city of Dublin on certain baronies, and the persons whose 
houses are liable to this house tax contribute towards the building bridges and walls 
at the north side ; they are assessed equally with the north side by the medium of a 
house tax. 

812. You are aware that by the house tax no house is valued at more than 50/. 
and there is no power to charge more than is. in the pound house tax ; so that a 
person living in a house worth 50/. on the south side of Dublin, holding i,ooo acres 
of ground, and employing from 10 to 15 carts a day in drawing manure, would only 
contribute to the amount of 505. a year to the repairs of that road ; while upon the 
north side of Dublin, a farmer holding 1,000 acres of ground, and cmployinf^ the 
same number of carts in drawing manure, would have to pay 4^d. for each cart per 

day ; would not that amount to a larger sum in turnpike toll than 504-. a year? 

With respect to the grand jury presentments, there is a much more competent 
witness here (1 mean, Sir Josiah Cogbill Coghill), who can probably give the Com- 
mittee much more information than I can, and I beg to refer the Committee to him 
lor further information upon the subject. 

813. Do the persons who reside on the north side of Dublin pay in turnpike toll 
more than the pei'sons residing on the south side who pay house tax ? — A great dea* 
more. In the first instance, there is only a certain part of the baronies at the south 
side of the city liable to house tax, and there is not attached to the houses of those 
baronies liable to house tax any great quantity of ground ; merely a small boldin<f, 
a few acres of ground ; the remainder of the county is ail liable to ccss equally with 
the north. I refer to the baronies of llalhdown and Newcastle, in which there is 
only a small portion of the land ; in that part the houses are numerous. 

814. You stated that great discontent existed among the respectable class that 
you described, in consequence of their not having the power to regulate the 
expenditure of the money to which they contributed ?— It exists to a very great 
extent. 



Can yon state to the Committee any means by which this power could be 
extended to this resj>ectable class which you describe, consistent with the present 
grand jmy system r I refer |)articulariy to the county of Dublin at present. In 
every county in Ireland, except the county of Dublin, the classes I allude to have 
some little control oyer the presentments passed, because the presentments must be 
brougljt to tlib sessions, and they must be stated there before the magistrates. 

IS to )c supposed that all the rate-payers assemble at those sessions, and object to 
such and such presentments as they think not fit and proper to be passed. In 
tie county of l)iiblin that is not tlie case. The presentments are lodged with 
the secretary of the grand jury a certain number of days (30 days, I tliink) before the 
enn , tiere is a schedule drawn up of the presentments applied for, and any 
person app ying for one of tliose schedules to the secretary certainly gets one, 
but inne-tenths of the rate-payers never apply, nor ever think of applying 1 there- 
fore they know nothing of what is p;oing forward, or what is applied for. A question 
was asked me, what system could he adopted in lieu of the present? I am not pre- 
pared with an aiisiver to that ; hut the best system I saw to satisfy the people, was a 
Abilins, I think ; that was, to take certain names returned 
oy tne amerent barony collectors or churchwardens, of persons possessing proper 
qualifications, and who would be fit and proper to fill the office of grand jurors ; that 
: "“'’ee should be taken ofl the county panel, placed always at 

nn tr • ^ should be on the jury, or have an opportunity of being 

HMhV n! I on the jury, and they 

onLri mb ® of 'ish “ ®hould give ail 

opportunity to every person who was eoiiipetoiit to act as a grand juror to have a 

•share 
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share in the expenditure of the money. I am not at all competent to give an 
opinion upon the subject ; but the impression on my mind is, that that would give 
satisfaction. 

8iG. Can yon suggest any amendment to satisfy the public with respect to Turn- 
pike Trusts ? — Having the power of electing their own trustees. 

817. Would you also apply that to the election of grand juries? — I think the 
plan that I stated just now would he much better, to have certain officers appointed 
in each barony to return the names of such persons in the different parishes as they 
conceive would be fit and proper persons to fill the office, because there are rate- 
payers, and perhaps extensive rate- payers, who may not be properly qualified to act 
as grand jurors. 

818. What is the amount of toll levied upon the Ashbourne Road for carts ? — They 
levy at, present 4^/. for carts ; but Mr. Bourne has the power of levying df/., so that 
if you pay only 4^. you are under a compliment to him, as an individual, for the 2d 

819. Do you know any instance of a trustee passing free of toll where other per- 
sons were charged : — Of my ow-n particular knowledge I cannot say I do ; hut it is 
a fact well known in country that the trustees travel on that road free of toll. 

820. Is any exemption given to them in the Acts, that you are aware of? — I do 
not think there is ; they exempt themselves, but I do not know- that the .Act exempts 
tliem. 

821. Is there not then an advantage in being a trustee? — Yes, so far as the 
amount of toll in travelling along the roads; they are not exempted with respect 
to their carts. 

822. Are you aware of the system adopted in England by some recent Acts of 
Parliament for the management of the Turnpike Trusts? — I have had an opportu- 
nity of reading some of the Acts, the Metropolitan Act, and, I think, the Consoli- 
dated Highway Act. 

823. Do you think that the provisions of those Acts would be applicable to 
Ireland ? — To a certain extent they vvould. 

. 824. Can you state to the Committee to what extent the provisions of those Acts 
would be applicable to public roads in Ireland ? — I think that the consolidation of all 
the Trusts round Dublin, including the Circular Road — I do not speak of the country 
at large, for I have not made up my mind on the subject — but I think that the 
consolidation, of all the Trusts round Dublin into one would be a very material 
advantage. 

825. Would you place the management of those consolidated Trusts under one 
General Board ? — A’es. 

826. Do you think it would be better to do away with local trustees, or would 
you continue local trustees ? — -I would continue them ; I would enable the different 
rate-payers to. elect trustees as their representatives at the General Board. 

827. Are the trustees of tlie roads with which you are best acquainted in the 
habit of employing an experienced engineer or road surveyor to direct the repair 
of the roads? — No, they are not, in the roads that I am acquainted with. 

828. What class of persons are principally employed as workmen and overseers 
upon those roads?— Persons not at all fit for that situation. 

829. Do you attribute the bad state of the roads to the practice of employing 
ignorant persons upon them? — Yes. 

830. Do you think that any general system, which would provide competent 
persons for the repair of the roads would be a very great improvement? — A very 
great improvement, and I would suggest tlic idea of a proper engineer being appointed 

* in the county of Dublin, or perliaps two, if turnpikes were placed on the south 
side of Dublin. 

831. Are you of opinion that turnpikes ought to be placed on the south side of 
the city of Dublin? — I think they ought to uive the same advantage to the north 
as to the south ; at the same time I would bo very reluctant to infringe on any 
vested riglit. 

832. Arc the Committee to understand from your Evidence, that if the trustees 
were elected, and tlie Trusts in the county of Dublin were consolidated and managed 
by one -Board and proper engineers and workmen, that it would give perfect satis- 
faction to tlie public ? — Ye.s, as far as that goes ; but they would not be satisfied 
w'itliout tliey have an account of the receipts and expenditure submitted every year, 
so as to .satisfy their minds that the money they contributed was fairly laid out,- 
and without all work was done by public contract in the way it is (lone in the 
neighbourhood of London. 

L 4 833. Do 
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833. Do you think that the election of trustees would cause any great nnhli 

excitemert at the clifferent elections of trustees?—! should think not; on the 
trary, I think, if the trustees were elected, it would be the means of ’nuietins in"' 
great degree, the present irritation in the county. B> n a 

834. Do you mean to say that the present excitement respecting tolls has tended 
to dtsturb that part of the country ?— Surely it has disturbed the minds of the neonle 
and the class ot persons that I have alluded to before have been obliged to make me 
of the lower class in order to get redress for the grievances they complain of. 

835. Is the opinion generally entertained by that class you allude to that 
grievances such as turnpike tolls and grand jury systems, will not be redressed unless 
It IS done by a system of agitation, of which you seem to complain ? — The system of 
agitation has worked so well in Ireland, that the people are disposed to continue it 
concetvmg that they will get redress by that means. 

system of agitation will continue so long as redress is 
not aSorded to real grievances? -It is the natural consequence, where the grievances 
really exist, as in the case of the Turnpike Trust complained of. 

Dublin .?^°Certafnf"''^™''^ establishment of turnpikes on the north side of 

838. It is only the mode in which it is administered that you obiect to?— 
t IS only the mode. There is not an extensive rate-payer in my neiglibourliood 

that I am acquainted with, that objects to turnpikes; they say it is fair that the 
man who uses the road should pay for it. 1 ■ J J ‘an mat tne 

839. Are you acquainted with any landholders on the south side of Dublin ?— 

^ ll>™. but not particularly; that is not my side of Dublin.’ 

840. You are not sufSciently acquainted with them to state what the difference is 

Dublin"rcr 1' ™ ““>■* side of 

Th^ dV consequence of the non-exjstence of turnpikes on the one ?— I am not 
The different parts of the baronies on the south side of the city of Dublin not liable 
to house tax are taxed equally with the baronies on the north side, 
nd- ‘ ^ farmer to hold 50 acres of ground on the north side of Dublin 

sk e oTfi bhn'Tf ".1™“'’ 5 “ p ound on the south 

difference it ml • turnpikes, can you state to the Committee what 

h sfaniras he o o l t",n"h didividuals ?-If he is a farmer, and works 

ee dasL o ’ ’’"f “'<= ‘“■'upike. There are 

tnree c asses of cess; there is the post-road cess, the countv m lame and the 

tlieTame'reM^inatn *' baronies at the south side are liable to 

county at larae Tlw"n ' j ' u °[’*'Sod to pay an equal proportion of the 

the iifonev j “nd the house-tax repair the leading lines of road; 

at 1 ™ge cess whth^-s r'T'“ exception of the county 

north ffde. ’ be expended at the 

. i;f Kriss ;r - - — 

side if the est-Twishment establishment of turnpikes on the south 

Lnount of T reduced the 

with the situation of Di ° landholders ? — To a person who is acquainted 

on the Lrtrsrie V" """'I if there was a house-tax imposed 

porU. aide of Du W^^ h' T " ^ the 

instance if a man hnti « he the most enormous on the landholder: for 

city of Dublin on the north ground immediately adjoining the 

raise some fund to kern the. r f- house upon that farm, you must 

on the north side of Dublin^^he^ number of houses 

houses would 

sidetfDTbnV?-S of county cess on the nortli 

repair, and therefore remove the turnpikes, the roads must be kept in 

84.5. “e you aw ‘ r,h^ u “ "8“ off ff e land. 

south side of Dublin ^ T n» * ^ 1 u proposed to establish turnpikes on the 

pn the south side of Dublin "nnH of it, and if I were a person residing 

846. You are not o*'*‘'og '■'■oo";8tances, I would oppose it. 

with very great opposition fmm ’t/" P^POsotl. “nd has met 

J- fe opposition ftom the landholders, and from a very large body in the 

county 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) 75 

county of Wicklow ? — I am not aware but I am perfectly sure that if I were a 
landholder on the south side of Dublin, I would oppose it, because the number of 
houses on the south side of Dublin is so great, that it enables the road to be kept in 
repair, and the cess is not increased on the land itself. 

847. How far does the house tax extend out of Dublin on the south side ? — I do 
not know the boundaries, but it takes a certain circuit in perhaps the centre of each 
barony. 

848. From your knowledge of the turnpike system, and from your knowledge of 
the grand jury system, if you held a farm of land in any part of the county of Wick- 
low, not subject to house tax, would you be an advocate for the establishment of 
turnpikes? — Surely not. 

S 49 ’ aware tliat under the present grand jury system a certain sum is 

levied off each barony for the purpose of repairing the road witlhn that barony ? — 
Yes. 

850. Is there not also a levy off the county at large for general purposes of the 
county, such as hospitals, dispensaries and gaols, and so forth? — Yes. 

851. Taking the sum which is levied for the purposes of each barony, do you not 
conceive that it would be more satisfactory to the persons whom you describe as 
large landholders, who contribute so large a proportion of that sum, if the distribu- 
tion and management of the fund collected in the barony itself were left exclusively, 
to their management? — I think they would be perfectly satisfied with a fair share in 
the expenditure; 1 do not think that class of persons wish to monopolize the expen- 
diture of the money to themselves exclusively, but they wish for a fair share of it. 

852. On principle, do you not think it is only just that those who contribute 
most to the public taxes within the barony, for the purposes of the roads of that 
barony, should be the persons who should have the largest share in the distribution 
and management of that fund ? — Certainly, with proper qualifications. 

853. You stated in a former part of your Evidence, tlmt grand juries were in 
general composed of persons who paid but a small share of the burdens of the 
country ? — I did. 

: 854. You are aware that those grand juries which are so composed are the 
managers and distributors of the funds within baronies in which they have neither 
interest nor property — Frequently. 

855. And that fre(|uently particular baronies in the county arc not represented 
on the grand jury ? — I wili not say that; I think there has been a tolerably tair selec- 
tion made in the county of Dublin; the panel has been struck taking certain names 
from each barony ; those persons who are the most extensive owners in fees: and I 
am not aware that there has been a presenting grand jury without the name of some 
person from each barony to represent it; but at the same lime I do not say that the 
persons who have represented those baronies were competent to decide whether the- 
presentments were such as ought to be passed, from their not having a local knowledge 
of the situation. 

■ 856. Do not you think that if the duties of grand juries were divided, the 
public business would be much better done; that is to say, leaving to the grand 
juries, as composed at present, the management of public hospitals, police, gaols and 
public officers, and leaving to the baronies, in which a sum is raised for the use of 
that particular barony, the distribution of that sum by the twelve highest rate-payers 
within that barony? — That is the system that would give universal satisfaction, and 
quiet the minds of the people, always supposing the parties properly qualified in» 
Other respects. 

' 857, Do you think that the aristocracy of Ireland would complain, if that por- 
tion of the duties of grand juries was left to the respectable middle class of persons 
which you have just described ? — I should think not; I have abetter opinion: of the 
aristocracy of the country, than to suppose that they are. so narrow-minded as to 
complain of such a measure. . ; 

858. You, as an individual, would have no objection to such an arrangement? — 
Certainly not. 

859. Do you think it would tend to diminish the public expense, and to have, 
the Works better executed; that such system would put an end to jobbings 1 am; 
pretty sure it would ; and also put an end to dissatisiaction. 

• 860. At the commencement of your examination, you said that the publlo in 
the county of Dublin complained of the grand jury; do you mean that tbpy: 
complain of the grand jury system, or of any particular jobs that the grand Jury 
have' sanctioned? — They have. complained of both. . ■ ■ 

..645, M 861. You 
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861. You stated in aformer part of your Evidence, that persons on grand iurie. 
seldom were acquainted with the roads of the county ?_I said, sometimes era d 
jurors of the county of Dublin, and perhaps it applies to other counties also a” 
persons who have not an opportunity, from their situation in life, of knowins tZ 
localities of the different baronies as well as perhaps they ought, or as well as the 
who were greater rate-payers. 

862. Do you mean to apply that to the county of Dublin grand iurv?— I irra., 
to apply that to the county of Dublin grand jury; that there are many person 
placed on that jury- who, from their situation in life, have not the same opportunity 
of knotving the localities of the diflerent baronies as well as the rate-pavers S 
instance a Member of Parliament is obliged to attend his duties in Parliament •’ it la 
impossible that he can attend to the interests of his constituents in Parliament and 

blrcZy 

863. Are you aware of any grand jury in the county of Dublin in which them 
were not many persons from each barony conversant with the state of the road *— 

the road® ™ with the state 

864 Therefore your objection cannot apply to the county of Dublin?— Ido not 
object to the grand jury. of the county, as it is constituted at present under the 
existing law ; but I can say, that it could be greatly improved by admittinv on the 
grand panel of the county some of the great rate-pdyhrs, who are persons “perhaiia 

IS'^areTqlffed!" P''““tmcnt 3 

865. Do you conceive, from your knowledge of Ireland, that there are in every 
who would nn'/hp ^ means, because there may be persons who pay high rate 

? SfSSfr f “ “ *" “T" :?£. 

before the grand jure of the coutitv’- dn*'°*t “tensive questions which come 
amended system were adonted T 

money that couid be collerled at n d P^*^^eetly convinced that from the sum of 
Duhlfn, an alunt couldteldsed S 

road in excellent renair and tn ^^lent, if placed in proper hands, to keep the 
differeiSt Turnpike, Trusts. P J <i>n debts that are due at present upon the' 

the loan of mon£ in'*Irelanff ta^v°rf t'r'd *>y fi’F commissioners for 

security upon tho^tolls and tliat ? J “ff the .debts on the different Trusts, taking 
of the debt, do you suppose that surTa^^® established for the payment 

tolls at present levied- or -do vnn sunn arrangement would tend to increase the 
arrangement could be made ?— WiZfb present levied, that 

i» - coUected, that - arrllipt » 

appointed, and a proper® insncctor rfth» P™P®'’ Viiatees were 

and to give a plan for keeping the ™ -“g'"eer to inspect the road, 

we have in our roads is the bad niode.offbnnihgTher^^^ Tlie greatest defect that 

872. Can 
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872. Can you state to the Committee what rate of interest is paid by the different 
Trusts round Dublin?— I cannot state exactly, but money has been raised at five 
percent., with two per cent, sinking fund, and I understand six percent, is paid 
in other cases. 

873- OnwhatTrust? — On the Ashbourne Trust; I believe the Naas pays six 
per cent. ; in fact it varies. 

• 874. Have you ever heard of any Trust borrowing money from the trustees of 
tliat T.rust at the rate of six per cent. ? — 1 heard that such a thing did occur, but 
I could not state from my own knowledge. ’ 

875. Is it not generally supposed by the public, that Mr. Bourne realizes a con- 
siderable profit on the Tolls of the Ashbourne Road ?— The impression on the mind 
of the public is, that Mr. Bourne’s, road costs him to repair it something about 
,500/. a year; the tolls on the Ashbourne Road were let for 1,300^. a year; he 
receives a very large sura of money from the Post-office and from Mr. Purcell for 
mails and coaches, which he reserves to himself; he receives the tolls for the caravan 
and for any public car that may run along the road. I made a calculation of what 
I supposed he received, as nearly as I could make it, and I think it was something 
about 1,800/. a year. 

876. What M'oulcl be the profit to Mr. Bourne, after defraying the expenses on 

the road, and the interest on 2,000 /. at seven per cent. ? — I suppose the net income 
out of the road, after paying what I would conceive to be a sufficient sum to keep 
the road in better repair than Mr. Bourne keeps it in at present, if properly and 
judiciously arranged, would leave him a clear income of i,ioo/. a year for his pri- 
vate advantage. ^ 

877. Do you really believe that Mr. Bourne receives that sum from the gates ? 

He does. Mr. Bourne, until within these last twelve months, kept the gates in his own 
hands ; he kept toll-collectors at the gates. Those toll-collectors, to all appearance, 
at least as far as my knowledge went of them, were men who were in very indif- 
ferent circumstances previously to being appointed toll-collectors, but suddenly 
became possessed of property beyond what might be expected from the nature of 
their situations at the gates. 

878. Do you believe that a newly-formed road, such as the Ashbourne Road is, 
of ten miles length, in the immediate vicinity of Dublin, could be kept effectually in 
repair for 500/. a year? — I conceive that at present it could be kept in repair at 
from 50/. to 60/. a mile, and that it could have been kept in repair for years past 
for that sum. 

879. Has Mr. Bourne, in virtue of the Act of the 7th & 8th of Geo. 4, a right of 
entry into the lands of any individuals 10 procure materials to repair the road ?— 
He has. 

880. Has he availed himself of that right? — He has in many instances. 

881. Has he made compensation to the individual? — In some instances he has ; 
but I know that in many instances he has not. 

882. Has he been applied to to make compensation ? — He has been applied to 
by a respectable landholder on the line of road for compensation for damages which 
his land sustained in consequence of Mr. Bourne making use of his land to get 
stones. I think he has been working the quarry on that land for five years, and 
that quarry supplied a considerable line of road for him. When the gentleman 
applied to him for compensation, alter many applications, he said that he was 
awarded 6/. 

883. "What is the present state of the Ashbourne Road? — ^The present state of the 
Ashbourne Road is better than I have seen it for a considerable length of time. 

884. Since what period were those great improvements made upon the Ashbourne 
Road?— Since the appointment of the county of Dublin Toll Committee. 

885. You mean the committee appointed at a meeting of the county of Dublin? 

’ — Yes, I do. 

886. You attribute the great increase of expense upon that road by Mr. Bobrne, 
wjthin the last three months, to the exertions niade for a redress of the grievances of 
which the public complained ? — Surely, and he h^s bad more men employed on that 
line of road within this last month or two than ;I ever saw before. , 

887. Do. you mean to say. that the Ashbourne Road could not be kept in good 

repair for a. less sum than from 50/. to 60/.. per mile? — -I conceive, with good 
management, that.it could be kept in better repair than it has ever been kept in at 
from 50/. to 60/. a mile, or considerably less, if once put into good order. - ' 

645- M 2 888. Do 



J. W. S(u6bi, 

Esq, 



s8 March, 
183 *. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




78 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



J. IV. Slubbs, 
Esq. 



. 28 March, 
183s. 



Sir 

Joiiah C. Coghill, 
Bart. 



30 March, 
183‘i. 



■ • 888. Do you not conceive that to be a very great expenditure on any line of road 
of that description ? — Not as. the Ashbourne line of road is at present formed, and 
with the very great thoroughfare that there is on that road. I conceive that the 
Ashbourne Road was not originally well formed ; and I conceive that Mr. Bourne 
when he took it, did not use that diligence in forming it that perhaps a judicious 
person would have done. 

889. Do you object to its width? — I do not at all object to the width of the 
road, but I say that it was not sufficiently formed with sufficient drainage. 

8go. Was that road made by grand jury presentment of the county of Dublin?— 
.Yes. • - ■ 

891. Not under the superintendence of Mr. Bourne? — Decidedly not. I do not 
accuse Mr. Bourne of making the road, but . I say that Mr. Bourne did nut attend 
•to his interest, or, he would years ago have formed the road in a better manner ; he 
would have taken the scrapings off the road, now left in heaps on it. 



Veneris, SO" die Martii, 1832 . 



U. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



%\T Josiah C. Coghilly Baronet, called in; and Examined. 

892. WERE you last year High Sheriff of the county of Dublin ? — I w’as. 

893. In the capacity of High Sheriff, were you presented with a requisition, signed 
by the gentry, freeholders and clergy of that county, to lake into consideration the 
state of the Turnpike Roads? — I v/as. 

, 894. Did you convene that meeting? — I did. 

. 895. Was a petition agreed to ? — There were resolutions and a petition. 

896. Do you reside upon one of the roads most particularly complained of?- 
1 reside upon the road between Dublin and Dunleer, which passes thi-ough Swords. 

897. Will you be kind enough to state to the Committee what complaints you 
make, within your own knowledge, of the conduct and management of that Trust ? 

• — I complain that the road has never been w'ell made and attended to ; that its road 
has always been greatly neglected, and the repairs never sufficient. 

898. Do you conceive that the funds arising from the toll on that road were inis- 
applied by the trustees ? — I do ; for I think that if they had been laid out properly 
there was more than sufficient to keep it in order. 

899. In what way do you conceive that the funds were misapplied ? — One part 
of the ro^d being in a high state of order, and the other totally neglected ; from 
Gormanstown to Drogheda the roads are excellent; from Lissen Hall Gate to 
Dublin that road was in an exceeding bad state ; the shell or surface was all off. ' 

900. 1 0 what do you attribute the difference of keeping the two parts of the same 
Trust? I consider the fault to lie with the trustees, by their refusing to have the 
county of Dublin gentlemen upon the Dunleer Trust. 

9^1 • You mean to convey to the Committee, that the trustees repair that part of 
the road in which they are most interested by property, and neglect that part of the 
road in which they arc not interested ? — I do. 

902. Is that part of the road which you complain of being most neglected on your 
property ? — It is; as far as Sir Compton Domyile ’s avenue. 

9C>3. Have you found your property deteriorated by the state of the road in the 
mandgement of that Trust? — Very much. 

904. Will you state in what way you have experienced that injury? — I have not 
been able to set rny property, except at a very low rate; the complaint is, that the 
.gate greatly deteriorates all property, in consequence of the toll on manure, &c., its 
ge^t amount being a complete interruption to intercourse between my district and 

.u application to this Trust to be appointed a trustee on 

tnat road ? — I have, once or twice. 

906. Were you refused ? — I was ; that is, they treated me with solemn silence ; 
an on ^plying again, I was told there was no vacancy upon the Trust. 

907. .H.aye youTno.wn ?.ny instances of persons not interested in property being 
appointed j^uatees of; that .road ?—-There are but two persons connected with the 

county of Dublin in the Trust. . , i 

908. Since 
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908. Since you have resided on your property in that neighbourhood, have there 
been vacancies in that Trust ? — I should suppose there have been ; because I have 
been there since 1828, and theAct of Parliament was passed in 1829. 

909. Were any trustees named in the Act of 1829 ? — Nine. 

910. Have they the power under the Act of adding to that number ? — They have. 

91 1 . They have the power then of adding you to the number of trustees, if they 
chose? — They have; they not only refused me, but they refused Sir Compton 
Doinvile. 

912. Is Sir Compton Domvile a very extensive landed proprietor in that neigh- 
bourhood ? — Yes. 

913. In fact, is not the greater portion of the country, within some miles of his 
residence, the property of Sir Compton Domvile? — It is. 

914. /Do you know whether he applied to be appointed a trustee? — I heard that 
he did, and that he was refused ; in fact, I know be was refused, for one of the 
trustees told me so. 

915. Are you aware of the amount of money levied by that Trust? — The amount 
of money is 2,072/. for the tollgates; then they have all the public carriages, and 
all the public cars ; each car running on that road from Gonnanstown pays 5s., 

I think, a week. 

gi6. How many miles of road is that sum intended to repair? — Twenty-nine 
Irish miles. 

917. Do you conceive that if that sum were properly expended, it would keep the 
road in good repair ? — 1 am certain of it, for another turnpike road, running in 
a parallel line to Knocksedan, and called the Naul Road, is kept for 37/. iu«. a 
mile per annum. 

918. Is it in good repair? — Excellent, and it was in a very bad state when 
Mr. Manders got it. 

gig. Can you state to the Committee the reason given for applying for the Act of 
j 329? — 1 did not know that there was an application made. 

920. Had the former Act expired before tlie Act of 1 829 ? — I believe not ; I have 
the Act here, but I believe not. 

921. Can you state to the Committee any reason that you have ever heard as- 
signed for the applying for a new Act before the ok! Act had expired? — I under- 
stood because there was a heavy debt upon the road. 

922. Is not the debt transferred upon the new Act ? — Yes, I believe so. 

923. Have you ever beard that the trustees upon that road have lost large sums 
of inonev ? — Not upon that road. 

924. You stateil in a former answer that you were acquainted with other Trusts 
round Dublin? — Yes. 

925. Do you know of any Trust in the neighbourhood of Dublin where the trustees 
have lost considerable sums of money ? — I do. 

926. On what Trust? — The Malahide. 

927. Can you state to the Committee how those losses were incurred? — I was 
told that the losses were by a secretary, who had defalcated in the amount of 700 /., 
and that a further sum was lost by Lord Newcomen’s bankruptcy. 

928. The information you give to the Committee you have had from a trustee? — 
I have. 

929. Did you ever hear that a secretary to that Trust received a sum of money 
from a tollkeeper, entered it in his book, and gave the man a receipt ; that on the 
next day, when the trustees came to the Board, the books were not fortlicoming? — 
I heard that the books were not forthcoming, but I did not hear how it was that the 
money was lost ; I heard the money was not forthcoming, and the books were lost. 

930. Have you ever heard it asserted that the books were made away with, in 
order to conceal the loss of the money ? — I certainly have. 

931. Were any steps taken by the trustees to recover that money from the 
securities of the secretary ? — I believe not. 

932. Do you know whether they had taken any security from the secretary ? — 

No, I do not ; not being one of the trustees, I cannot exactly tell. _ - 

933. Have you ever heard of any legal proceedings being taken against their 
secretary to recover the money? — Never. 

934. It was stated to the Committee, by another Witness, that the trustees upon 
the Malahide Road have erected or repaired a domain wall belonging to one of the 
trustees on that road, in consequence of a hill being levelled, and that they have 
also refused to. repair the fences of landholders in the neighbourhood, who had 
suffered in a similar way ; can you state to the Committee whether that fact is so or 
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Sir ^ not?-^I Called upon Colonel Talbot, and I saw where the wall was, but I could not 
Josiah C, Coghill, g^y paid for it, or who repaired it. 

935. Do you not think it right that when the trustees of a road injure a domain 
March should make the fence as good as they found it? — I certainly do tiiinlc 

^ 1832. ’ .they ought. I am a trustee for the Waterford Road, and we always put the fences 

in order. 

936. . You conceive it to be just ground of complaint that the trustees repaired the 
wails they had injured belonging to their friends, and refused to repair those of the 
. public?— Certainly, wherever a breach is made they ought to repair. 

937. Have you heard complaints that they have refused to repair breaches made 
on the lands of persons not trustees? — I have beard of breaches made, but I have 
not heard of refusal; I have beard of refusals mentioned, but I could not of my 
own knowledge say that it was the case, but I have beard it often mentioned. 

938. Does not the system of repairing the leading roads on the north side of 
Dublin differ very much from that of repairing roads on the south side? — Very 
much. 

939. On the south side is it done by house tax ? — By house tax and presentment; 

940. You have been in the habit of attending the grand jury? — I have been 

about three years on the Dublin grand jury, and fifteen on the grand jury of 
Kilkenny. • • . 

941. Will you explain to the Committee the mode of levying and applying the 

hou.se tax to the repair of the leading lines of road on the south of Dublin and 
explain, the difference of taxation for the repair of public roads on the north and 
th'e south side of Dublin ? — The house tax is levied, I believe, twice every year at 
the tw'o presenting terms ; the application of that money is intended for the roads 
where there are no turhpike.s. There is the post-road tax besides, which I believe is 
four-pence an acre, added to the other rates. As to the presentments themselves 
I think there is very little difference; it is generally upon the average or 

IS. 7 1 c/. per acre each presenting term ; and part of that must go also to the repair 
of the direct roads from Dublin ; we w’ill say to Bray ; for I do not think the house 
tax would afford a sufficient fund to keep that road in repair. 

942. What do you understand by post-roads, as distinguislied from leading lines 
of road ? — I should say, that I consider that the house tax would not afford a suffi- 
ciency to keep that road in repair ; and it is necessary to have application to another 
fund, which I should suppose must be the post-road tax. 

943. Then the house tax on the south side of Dublin is not sufficient in itself to 
keep the roads in repair? — Certainly not. 

944. But the turnpike toll on the north side of Dublin is quite sufficient, if pror 
perly managed ? — If properly managed. 

945- Do you conceive that there would be any objection made by the inhabitants 
of the souti) of Dublin if the same system as is adopted on the north side of Dublin 
were adopted ? — Certainly ; I know they are opposed to turnpikes. 

94C. Do you conceive that they are taxed lighter by the house tax and the post- 
road tax than they would be if there were turnpikes established on those lines of 
road ? — I should consider so, for the house tax itself w’as a voluntary tax, and is much 
lighter on the inhabitants. 

947- Is there an experienced engineer employed to superintend the repairs of the 
roads on the north side of Dublin ? — No. 

948* Is there such a person to superintend the repairs on the south side of 
Dublin . Yes, there is one, Mr. Dargin, who was employed on the Dunleer Road, 
but who threw it up nearly a twelvemonth ago. 

94y. Is there any account annually rendered in by the trustees of the, different 
li^s of road on the north side of Dublin, of their expenditure and receipts, to any 
officers that you are aware of? — 'There is an officer that the county pays for. recording 
the accounts, and for which he receives a sqlary of 30/. Irish annually. 

950. What ofKcer is that? — The clerk of the peace, 

951. Are you aware whether those Returns Have been made to the clerk of thb 

peace?— I am, certain they have not, 

952. Then in your capacity of grand juror, how, could you allow a sum to be 
preBented-ior tne clerjc ofdhe peace, knowing that it was given to him for.a duty 
which. be did^npt perform?-:-! certainly, was not aware that it was not performed ; 
but seeing it m the Scliedule, and knowing that the trustees were aware of such an 
office, ana iik^y to be called upon,, I supposed that they would not have neglected 
their duty. Certainly, as a grand juror, I was wrong in not investigating that 

before ; 
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before ; but when I investigated it, I found that the proper Returns had not been 
made to that office. 

953. Elave you ever heard it complained of, that in the recent Act of Parliament 
obtained by the trustees, they have inserted a clause exempting them from making 
the Returns required by the 19 & 20 Geo. HI. ? — I have ; very heavy complaints on 
that account. 

954. Was it on hearing those complaints tliat you were induced to investigate 
•whether the clerk of the peace received those Returns or not? — It was. 

955. Did that investigation on your part take place previously to last presenting 
term ? — Yes ; but since that period 1 have been high sheriff’, and could not be upon 
the grand jury. 

956. Are you aware whether the grand jury have any discretion to withhold pre* 
seating that sum to the clerk of the peace ? — I should suppose not, for he has an 
office ready to receive the Returns, provided they bring any ; but I do not consider 
that he is empowered to call upon them to do so. 

9,57. Are you not aware that the provisions of the 19 & 20 Geo. III. are still in 
force with respect to one or two of the Trusts round Dublin ? — I believe they are. 

958. Have you, as a rate-payer in the county of Dublin, taken any steps, under 
the 19 & 30 Geo. ill., to enforce the penalty against the treasurers for not making 
those Returns ?^ — ^No, I have not ; I have only just come into the county of Dublin^ 
so that I have not had time. 

959. Are you aware that there are many large sums levied by grand juries over 
which grand juries have no control whatever? — Certainly. 

960. Are they obliged to present sums of money by Act of Parliament, whether 
they believe those sums to be required or not ? — ^They are. 

961. Do you then believe that many of the complaints against the extravagance 

of grand juries are not well founded ? — Certainly they are not, for this reason, that 
I have lodged complaints before the Judge of sums of money which we were obliged 
to pay, and he said that even he himself had no control over them ; one particularly 
respecting county coroners, ^ 

962. Have you heard complaints in your county as to the expenditure of the 
house tax and post-road tax, on the roads south of Dublin ? — No complaints what- 
soever; they are perfectly satisfied with the house tax. 

963. Are they satisfied with the manner in which the money is expended? — 
I have never heard any complaints against it. 

964. Do you conceive that the roads at the south of Dublin are kept-in a better 
state of repair, with a smaller sum of money, than the roads to the north of Dublin? 
— I do not, for I think the road to Bray is very bad. 

965. Do you attribute the road to Bray being very bad to the insufficiency of tha 
sum expended on it?.-— I do. 

966. Is that in consequence of the house tax not being sufficiently high ?— Not 
being sufficiently high. 

967. Is it your opinion, that if turnpikes were established upon the road to Bray; 
that road would be kept in a better stale of repair? — If the trustees paid attention to 
it, I certainly think it would. 

968. Then you believe the system of turnpike, for the repair of road, to be pre- 
ferable to that of house tax ? — I certainly think that those who travel the road 
ought to pay for it, especially near large cities. 

969. You stated that you were trustee of another road ? — Yes, from Shankhill to 

Waterford. ^ . 

970. How many miles of road are comprised in that Trust ? — Nearly 30 miles. 

971. What is the amount of toll levied by that Trust?— Between seven and eight 
hundred pounds, to the best of my recollection. 

972. Do the Post-office contribute any thing to the expense of that road ? — 
I believe they do for the mail-coach, but only one runs on it. 

973. In what state of repair is that road? — In the best; so much so, that the 
coachman driving the mail considers that when he conws upon the Shankhill Trust 
his work is done ; the grand jury allow a small sum besides yearly. 

974. Is the Act of that Trust a recent Act?— No, it is very nearly expired; 
I believe ifhas only another twelvemonth to run. 

975. How many trustees manage that road ? — •! think there are about twelve or 

thirteen who attend;- there are a great many on it; the general attendance is from 
eightto ten, I should suppose. . ' 

076.- Are the repairs of that road done by contract? — Partly so; the turnpike 
645. M 4 
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gate keeper is a contractor, and some others ; and there is an inspector, who when 
we contract inspects the work and pays the men. 

977. Do you know what it costs per mile or perch to keep that road in repair?— 
I have not made any calculation, but it cannot cost much. 

978. Are the tolls low ? — The tolls I consider low, from Shankhill, as there are 
but seven or eight gates between Dublin and Waterford, a distance of 96 British 
miles. 

979. Are carts that are employed in drawing manure charged a lower rate of 
toll.? — No; to the best of my recollection from a penny to three half-pence per 
cart. 

980. Do you conceive that if that indulgence was extended to the Trust in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, it would be a great advantage to the agriculture of that 
district? — Very great, for there are very great complaints made respecting the toll 
or manure; one person told me it cost him more than 305. an acre turnpike for 
drawing manure to his farm. 

981. What do you suppose it would cost that person for the repair of the roads, 
if he lived to the south of Dublin ? — It would cost him the house tax, in addition to 
hia cess. 

982. Is he not obliged to pay a house tax and post-road tax ? — He is; but a very 
low rate ; the gentlemen’s houses are higher taxed than other people’s ; 50 1 . houses 
are taxed 5/. per year. 

■ 983. What do you suppose would be the difference in the expense of manuring 
an acre of land oh the south side of Dublin and on the north? — Supposing the 
price of manure to be the same on both sides, the diflerence will be the amount of 
the turnpike, say 30^. per acre. 

984. Would you not take into the account the amount paid for house tax and 
post-road tax? — Certainly, but the post-road tax is paid by botli sides equally. 

985. Is it your opinion that a person holding a farm on the north side of Dublin 
comes into the market with a disadvantage, compared to a fanner holding land on 
the south side ? — Yes, very great disadvantage. 

986. Is all your property upon the north side of Dublin ? — It is, but part of it 
adjoins the county of Meath. 

987. Do you possess any land in the county of Meath ? — I do. 

988. Are you aware that the grand jury of the county of Meath levied a sum 

of money off the landholders in that county for the purpose of obtaining the 
Ashbourne Act, th-e 7th & 8th of George IV., of which you so much complain? 
-—^My tenants have ahvays complained of the high rate of toll, but they have never 
complained of any thing else, and I never was called upon the grand jury of that 
county. * . 

989. As a grand juror, do you think it illegal to tax a county for the purpose of 
paying the expenses of a Tuimpike Act ? — Certainly. 

990. You are aware that that was done by the grand iurors of the county of 
Meath ?— So I hear. 

I 99 ** conceive that to be one of the greatest abuses of the grand jury 

system ? — Certainly such a practice must be so. 

• 992* Is the Act of the 7th & 8th of George IV., obtained by the grand jury of 
the county of Meath, the Act of which you so much complain ? — It is. 

993. Does that Act give a monopoly of the Ashbourne Road to Mr. Bourne ?- 

Yes. ' ' ■ ' , 



994. Do you conceive that Mr. Bourne realizes any profit, over and above his 
expenditure upon that road .? — I hear a very large sum indeed. 

/ 995 ’ state, as nearly as you can, what you believe to be the amount of his 

profit? — 1 am told that there are calculations made exceeding 1,000/. a year, clear 
of ail) expenses. 

996. Are you aware, of the amount of toll levied upon that road ? — No, I never 
miide a calculation. 

- ’997* Can you state, positively, that his profit amounts to more than i,ooo/. per. 
annum ? No ; it is only from w’hat gentlemen have told me ; but the Accounts now 
ordered by.Parliament should show, 

Dunleer Road at present ? —Extremely bad ; it is a 
mei e shell ;■ if heavy rain sets in, it \yashes all the surface off, which causes breaches 
m several places across the road, all in consequence of inattention and bad 
materials. 



.999. Have not considerable repairs been made upon that road since the appolnt- 

. mCnt 
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ment of this Coraraittee ? — They are hard at work upon it at present; but I must 
say injustice to the present contractor, Mr. Gossan, that he is trying to remedy every 
evil possible ; but he has only had the contract for about a month, I believe. 

1000. How was it repaired .previously to Mr. Gossan’s taking the contract? — 
By the trustees themselves, M'ho expended little or nothing upon the Dublin division 
of it. 

1001. Have you applied to the trustees of the Dunleer Road to make up the 
defects of that road ? — I have made two or three applications to them, but they never 
deigned to give me an answer. 

1002. Are the footpaths upon that road in a good state ? — 'In the most wretched ; 
the footpaths, if they can be called such, from my house into Dublin, one-half are 
covered with mud, and the remainder is formed of coarse unsifted gravel, much of it 
as large as paving stones, treading on which has more than once given me a fit of the 
gout. 

1003. You have applied, you say, to the trustees to repair those footpaths? — 
I did; and what I understand from them, by conversation, is, that they have no 
right to repair them ; that the Act says, they are to make them, but are not com- 
pelled to keep them in repair. 

1004. Is the Dunleer Trust repaired by contract ? — At present it is. 

1005. llow was it repaired within the last three years ? — The last year the con- 
tractor, Mr. Dargin, threw it up, and would liave nothing more to say to it. 

1006. Did he assign any reason for that? — No; I believe he considered that he 
was not sufficiently remunerated. 

1007. Are there any complaints made that the trustees do not employ labourers 
of the county of Dublin upon that part of the road within the county of Dublin? — 
There are ; I have been going on the road very often, and asked the persons who 
they were ; and I was told they belonged to the county of Louth. 

1008. Do all the trustees belong to tiie county of Louth? — All except two. 
I had a conversation with one of the trustees on that subject ; I complained to him, 
as I mentioned before, that Sir Compton Domvile and myself could not become 
trustees, and I wished to know the reason ; he answered, that the county of Louth 
gentlemen did not vvish to see any county of Dublin gentlemen in the Trust; and I 
believe the two gentlemen of the county of Dublin who are trustees had a lontf 
struggle before they could obtain admission. 

1009. Have you heard it complained of, that the proceeds of the Trust are all 
expended on the part of the road nearest to the residence of trustees? — Certainlv ; 
and there was also a complaint made to me, that the trustees allow themselves to 
pass toll-free, provided they go in their own carriage ; and tlie turnpike man com- 
plained to me, that they took care, on all occasions of passing, to avail themselves 
of that privilege. 

1010. Do you know whether the Act empowers the trustees to pass the turnpike 
without paying toll? — No, certainly. 

toil. Is there any other fact which you could communicate to the Committee 
relative to the roads in the neighbourhood of Dublin? — I consider the road from 
Summer Hill, in the county of Dublin, to Ballybongh Bridge to be a great injury 
both to the city and to the county. 

1012. Under what name is that Trust?— Under the Malahide and Howth Trust; 
it was formerly the direct road to llowth and Malahide; but upon Annesley Bridge 
and the causeway being built, they then erected a tollgate at the end of the bridge, 
and attached a sidogate to it, so that if you go from Summer Mill to Ballybough 
Bridge, there is still a toll there to pay before you can get on the presented road. 
That presented road leads again to the villas where the mercantile gentlemen resort; 
the tolls are most exorbitant and vexatious ; the persons who ought to pay are better 
off than the neople who ought not to pay, for this reason, a gentleman’s carriage pays 
a jaunting car pays 2kd., and a common car, -with a piece of timber only the 
length of twelve feet, pays 2 J. 8 kd. Irish. If a car goes laden with bricks, they pay 
8rf. a thousand; so that, in fact, it is a complete impediment to ail impi'ovcment 
of that suburb, in which all building has ceased. There is a great complaint of it 
from every body there ; many people would erect villas, and resort there as formerly, 
ifit were not for the numerous gates. There is a circumstance connected with the 
Dunleer Road which, I wisli to mention, respecting the rigid manner in which they 
exact the money from the unfortunate people who rent the tolls. It is a most cruel 
case. I believe they have a clause in the Act, that the trustees or directors can bid 
for the gates themselves, and they have always a man at the auction to bid till they 
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get up to what they think they ought to have ; those who come really to bid, they 
make show their security, but their own bidder they do not require it from; and 
alter they have raised it up to a certain sum, they ask their bidder for his security, 
and he not being able to give it, they tell the real bidder, “ My man, you shall have 
“ it j” and one unfortunate man who had it for three years got into a heavy debt 
and was much persecuted, as the letter I hold in my hand will show. After mort- 
gaging all the property he had, Mr. Williams, a person resident there, who knew 
the man, came forward and paid it. Upon this the man came to me. Here is the 
Memorial of the unfortunate man to me. [The Witness delivered in the same.'] I also 
present a Statement of Mr. Dignum, a most respectable man, who has a mill at 
Drumcondra. When they were repairing the road, the head overseer went to him 
and told him, that he might advance bread to the labourers working on that road. 
He did advance to the extent of 42/. 7s. 4^/. He believed that this inspector had 
full authority from the directors to give the labourers bread, and he did so. He sent 
his bill in for it, and he found that a stoppage to that amount had been made from 
the labourers, who had received the bread, at the period of settlement for their work. 
On his application then to be paid himself, they said, “ No ; our inspector is gone 
“ away ; you may go and search for him.” And notwithstanding many applications 
since, he has not been paid. 

1013. Are you not aware that the law affords him redress, if he chooses to seek 
it? — goes to law with great disadvantage, for this reason, that he is going to law 
with his own money, whilst they go with the money arising from the Turnpike Trust- 
and the hardship of the case is this, that a person going to law with them must put 
down three times the amount for security against the expenses. 

1014. Do you mean that they are obliged by the Act to give security for three 
times the amount that they are suing for ? — Yes. 

1015. Is that under the Dunleer Road Act? — Yes. 

1016. Do you conceive that that provision in the Act prevents any person seeking 
redress by law?--Certainly it does ; this man told me that he would go to law, if it 
was not for the disadvantage I describe. 

1017. You have delivered in a Memorial, signed by James Keith, a toll-collector 

on the road ; will you be kind enough to state to the Committee, as shortly as you 
can, the principal grievances which are contained in that Memorial? — It is a Ion® 
statement, but I will endeavour to present an abstract from it hereafter. ° 

1018. Have you any other circumstance to mention ?— Another very great diffi- 
culty in the county of Dublin is, that we can have no personal communication with 
me directors of the Dunleer Road, for the Board always hold their meetings at 
Drogheda, which is twenty-one miles from Dublin. 

loig. Have you ever applied to them to hold a meeting of trustees in Dublin’— 
1 have spoken to them about it, but I never made the demand. I spoke to them of 
the grievance, and one of them acknowledged that it was a very great grievance. 

1020. Do they refuse to redress it ? — It remains so. I asked the reason why it 
should remain there, and the answer was, that the gentlemen of the county of Louth 

did not choose to come to Dublin. 

1021. Has the property in the neighbourhood of Malahide greatly deteriorated of 

late years.— -Much. I should think that the bathing village of Malahide would be- 
come a very beautiful place, and be as pretty a sea-port town as any in Ireland, if it 
were not for the turnpikes. ^ r j . 

1022. Are you opposed to the system of turnpikes, if properly managed ?— Not 

at an ; but i am greatly opposed to the exorbitant scale of charge and mismanage- 
ment now existing. ° ® 

you meant to convey your feelings with respect 
T of the turnpike system, but not the turnpike system itself ?— No; as 

raS ^ ‘ travelling the road ought to pay for it in mode- 

loot mail-coach travel on the Dunleer Road ?— Not now. 

-T rftnnnf f taken off in consequence of the badness of the road ? 

Post Xe '•f for that reason or not, for the 

, nofi ti n mail-coach, 

anv Obiection hear from any of your tenants in the county of Meath that 

an landholders to the presentment for ob- 

Meath tenants foe the Ashbourne Road? — No; I seldom see my 

1027. Did you ever hear whether any objection was made on the part of the 

Judge 
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Judge to fiating that presentment? — Not being on the grand jury, I could not, for 
I never attended a County Assize there. 

] 028. Do you believe that any Judge would have fiated such a presentment if he 
considered it illegal ? — Some might have passed it over, in the hurry of passing pre- 
sentments. 

1029. Are you not aware that the manner in which Judges fiat presentments at 
the end of an Assize prevents them from investigating whether those presentments are 
legal or not? — It is possible. 

1030. Is it not always done in a very hurried manner? — Sometimes; it depends 
entirely upon the time they give themselves for each Assize town. 

1031. Have you ever seen the Clerk of the Crown go through the form of fiating 
the presentments when the Judge was out of Court ? — No. 

1032. Do you know how many miles of the road called the Ashbourne Road are 
in the county of Meath ? — About twenty-four. 

1033. Do you know whether that road was made by the direction of the Post- 
office as a mail-coach road? — No, but I know that when it was made, a correct 
statement was not given, because they wanted to make Drogheda appear two miles 
nearer by that road than it was by the Swords Road, whereas in fact the Swords 
Road is nine perches shorter than the new road to Ashbourne. 

1034. Although the pretence of making the Ashbourne Road was to shorten the 
distance, it is nine perches longer ? — Yes; and not only that, but they altered the 
mile-stones, and made Drogheda appear twenty-two miles. 

1035. Did you ever hear, that when that road was first surveyed, it was intended 
to be the road to Slane, and that the making it subsequently a line to Drogheda was 
an after thought ? — I dare say it was. 

1036. Did you ever hear what it cost to make that road ? — No, I did not. 

1037. Did you ever hear what it cost annually to the county to repair it? — No, 
I did not ; but I know that the first ten miles from Dublin is in a very bad state, so 
much so, that Mr. Purcell, the proprietor of the Drogheda coach, told me that it 
took him three horses more than on any other road to go the same distance. 

1038. Does your answer refer to the whole line, or solely to that which is called 
the Southern Division ? — To the Southern. 

1 039. Can you state to the Committee the reasons why the toll at Prospect Gate 
is so extravagantly high ? — I cannot tell. 

1040. Are you aware that Mr. Bourne was a lessee of an old road, called the 
Ratoath Road, and that he had an unexpired term of 21 or 22 years, when the 
7th 8 c 8th of George IV. was passed ? — So I have heard. 

1041. Are you aware that Mr. Bourne, being a lessee for a term of 21 or 22 
years, obtained a similar lease of the present road for the same term ?— I have 
heard so. 

1042. And in consideration of obtaining such a lease, was he induced to consent 
to establishing turnpikes on the Ashbourne Road? — I cannot say what his views 
might have been. 

1043. yoiJ believe, thatfor the remaining 21 years, that portion of the road 
called the Southern Division is the private property of Mr. Bourne ? — Certainly that 
it is his private property, in effect, if the mode of creating it can be considered legal, 
and which the public now dispute. 

1044. Are you aware what rate of toll Mr. Bourne was empowered to charge 
under the old Act, called the Ratoath Act, at the Finglass Gate? — No, I do not; 

I have not read the Act of Parliament. 

1045. At present can you state whether it is 4c/. upon every agricultural cart ? — 
Yes, from 4d. to 6d. 

1046. You are not aware what it was under the old Act? — No; but I believe 
it was three half-pence. 

1047. Have you ever heard that Mr. Bourne contributed to the expense of obtain- 
ing the 7th & 8th of George IV., on the condition of maintaining the monopoly ? — 
Yes ; but any such condition must be considered altogether illegal. 

1048. If Mr. Bourne had under the old Act a term of 21 years unexpired, do 
you suppose that he would have contributed to the expenses of another Act which 
he had before ? — Perhaps not, if he did not reap advantage from it. 

1049. ^0 ct)nceive that by getting the 7th & 8th of George IV. he 

obtained a decided advantage? — Most undoubtedly; it is the unreasonable extent of 
that advantage the public complain of. 

1050. Are you aware in how many Sessions of Parliament applications were 
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made to pass that Act? — No, I am not ; but I am told that it was passed in a very 
great hurry. 

1051. You state that the 7th and 8th of George IV. was passed in a very oreat 

30 March, hurry ? — So I understood. 

1832. 1052. Have you heard that the landholders, on hearing that such an Act was 

applied for, assembled to petition against the passing of that Act, and prepared 
a petition for that purpose? — J did. 

1053. Have you heard that that petition lay for signature at the Waterford coach- 
office? — It did. 

1054. Was that petition presented to Parliament against the Pill? —It was not- 
it was stolen ; and moreover I am told that 100/. was given for stealing it. ’ 

1055. Before another petition could be prepared against it, the Act had passed 
through the House ? — Yes, certainly. 

1056. Are you acquainted with the line of road from Dublin to Old Kilcullen ?— 
Yes, I constantly travel it by Naas. 

1057. Are you aware that by an Act passed in the Irish Parliament in the year 
1798, the road from Dublin to Old Kilcullen was vested in Messrs. Anderson & 
Taylor for a period of 50 years? — It was. 

1058. Being then understood by Act of Parliament as their private property? 

As their private property. 

1059. Do they receive the whole of the tolls tjpon that line of road ?- They do; 
and Mr. Purcell, a coach proprietor, pays them for his carriages to Kilcullen, only 
a distance of 21 miles, 800/. a year. The Government pay them 1,700/. a year. 
Then there are Mr. Bourne’s coaches ; and besides there are all the caravans and the 
public cars. 

1060. Is Mr. Bourne a shareholder with Mr. Taylor in this monopoly? That 

I cannot say. 

]o6i. Do you know whether Mr. Bourne pays any toll for his coaches upon that 
road? — Not from Naas to Limerick, he being the lessee or contractor on that 
road also. 

1062. Is that portion of the road from Naas to Kilcullen the great Southern and 
Western Road? — Yes. 

10C3. Is it the road on which there is the greatest traffic of all the roads round 
Dublin ? — An immense traffic. 

^1064. What was the state of repair of that road when you travelled it last ? 

Finding there was a county committee sitting in Dublin, they began to repair it; 
but till that period it was very bad, the stones not half broken, and not put on in 
the way they ought to be, for I have often slopped to complain to the people of the 
manner they repaired the road ; there is on this road a great want of footpaths. 

1065. Taking the road branching off at Kilcullen Green and ending at Carlow 

what IS the state of that road ?— When I passed it last, the road was in a very good 
state till I passed the Red Gap Gate. ^ ^ 

1066. What was the state of the road from Red Gap to Carlow? I have alwavs 

found it very heavy and soft. 

1067. Is that part of the road passing through Timolin in a very dangerous 

state? It was very bad at one time; nearly impassable, at the period when . they 
were cutting down the hill at Moone. When I came by it the other day, they had not 
nnished ; it was so dangerous that the passengers were obliged to set off the coach, 
and walk till they passed the slough. ° 

1068. Has it been in that state for years?— That half of the road has been 

latt repairing it when I came. through 

Tj Taking the line of road from Carlow to Kilkenny, in what state is that? 

^art ot It, till you come to Orchard’s Town Turnpike, was in a very fair state ; they 
have been repairing it, and there was nothing to complain of; but from the Royal Oak 
to Kilkenny has always been bad, and always will be bad, for a very good rea.son; 
they got an Act of Parliament for that road, and trustees were nominated, who could 
not meet, diey lived so far from one another. 

1070. Are you acquainted with any other turnpike roads in the countv of 
Ki kenny of the management of which you complain No, no others; there are 
Rented rond”° ’ Kilkenny to Waterford in that direction are all pre- 

butbyday^roaches"'"""''^ mails?-No. not by the mails, 

® 1072. Are 
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1072. Are the counties at the expense of keeping the road in a superior state of 
repair to that upon which public coaches travel r — Yes. 

1073. Without receiving any aid from the coach proprietors ? — Yes. 

1074. Do not you think that it would be a great advantage to the public, 
and a great saving to the counties, if turnpikes were placed upon those great leading 
lines of road under a good system? — I think it would. 

1075. Are you aware of the salary of the engineer whom you have mentioned on 
the south side of Dublin? — No, I do not know what he receives from the south side, 
but I understood he received 1,300/. a year for the repair of the road from Dunleer 
to Dublin; he was engineer and contractor. 

1076. With respect to the Judge hating presentments, do not you think that 
a matter of form? — I think the Judges are "very attentive to their duties, but parti- 
cularly so lately. They have always been, as far as I liave had an opportunity, as 
a grand iuror, of observing. As to the passing of presentments, I have seen them 
particularly attentive. 

1077. A number of presentments, which take the grand jury a week to consider; 
what time have you seen a Judge take to fiat all those presentments? — I have seen 
them take nearly half a day. 

1078. What is the duty of the Judge in this examination? — Where there is money 
depending upon it, the Judge always opens them, reads them and examines into them, 
and he is always ready to hear any body that has any complaint against them. 

1079. His duty is not merely confined to seeing whether a proper stamp is 
affixed? — He looks at that also; I have seen them very rigid about that; I have 
seen the Judge, in some cases, discover things which have escaped the notice of grand 
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jurors. 

1080. Do you confine your observations, as to the great attention of the Judge, to 
the presentments to the county of Dublin alone? — No; to the county of Kilkenny, 
wliere I am a grandjuror also. 

1081. How"many Trusts are there on the line of road from Dublin to Water- 
ford? — I do not know; but there are two Trusts in the county of Kilkenny. 

1082. Are those two Trusts under two separate Acts of Parliament? — They 
are. 

1083. Can you state when those Acts of Parliament will expire? — I cannot 
exactly ; but I believe the Shankhill and Waterford one is very nearly expired. 

1084. Do you consider the provisions of both those Acts to be equally objec- 
tionable? — I hear no conjplaiut whatever upon the Waterford line; but I hear 
heavy complaints from the trustees of the Kilkenny line not being able to procure 
the attendance of a Board. 



Patrick Urguhort, Esquire, called in; and further Examined. 

10S5. YOU stated in your Evidence on a former clay, that the line of road Patrick Urquhart,, 
travelled by the Wexford mail was worse than any other? — I found it generally in 
very bad order, and frequent delays in consequence occurred in the travelling of 
the mail. 

1086. Docs the Post-office contribute to the expenses of putting that line m 
repair? — The Post-office does not. 

1087. Arc you aware whether the Post-office contributes in any instance to the 
repair of those' lines of road on which mails travel, which are usually repaired by 
grand jury presentments? — The Post-office does not pay for the maintenance of 
any roads, except such as are turnpike lines. 

10S8. The rate of travelling upon the Wexford Road is only five miles and 
a quarter per hour ? — I think it is about five Irish miles and a half per hour. 

1089. Is it your opinion, that if turnpikes were established upon the Wexford 
line, under a good system, the road could he materially improved, and the rate of 
travelling accelerated ? — 1 am certain that if there were a road managed under an 
improved systecn, the mails might be very considerably accelerated. 

1090. But even with the defective system of Turnpike Trusts at present, have 
you not found that the roads on which turnpikes arc placed are in a much better 
state than roads on which there are no turnpikes ?— Generally speaking, I hold them 
to be so. 

1091. If the Wexford line of road was improved, is it your opinion that the 
contractors of the mail would consent to travel at the rate of nine English miles an 
hour for the same sum now paid by the Post-office for travelling five miles and 
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^ ..ail i.ai=u po. i.uui auiii pmu im lue vvexiorQ mail IS the highest m 

Ireland ; the road has never been considered a very lucrative one for passengers th 
intercourse not being great; but the contractors generally have stated that tl™ 
would quicken their pace if the roads were in better order, and the principal oh' ^ 
tion made by them has been the imperfect state of the road. 

1092. Will you take the Post-office Map in your hand, qnd trace the line of r a 
from Dublin to VYexford ; does it occur to you, that if that lino of road was alter a 
the intercourse upon it would be considerably increased.? — No, I do not think fl 

is any town of great commercial intercourse upon the line. 

1093. Have you found in your experience, that parts of roads on the same !inp 
belonging to different Trusts, were in better repair in some Trusts than in others? ’ 
1 have so seen them. 

1094. Do you think that any system, which would place entire lines of rnad 
under one management, would be a considerable improvement ?— Under an 7 
pericnced road-maker or engineer, and an uniform system adopted, I should savit 
of the mafls®'''^''' improvement, and afford much additional facility to the conveyance 

logp Do yon consider that any part of the Wexford line of road, which passe, 
through the whole of the county of Wicklow, is in bad order?— The part of it n™. 
Itutndrum and Arklow, when 1 was upon it, was in very bad order, 
in 1828 Glenarth Downs.?— Yes, but I speak of it 

1097. What was its state then?— In winter it was rather a deep road 

1098. In the Returns which have been made to thi.s Committee of the different 
lines of road, one is returned as from Dublin to Kilcullen, and thence to Limerick 
are yon acquainted with that line of road?-The Return probably may have gl™ 

Tn i o ‘ ‘ “P™ Dublin to Limeiick. The^first 

Trust Ih^ It enters upon is from Dublin to Kilcullen Green, travelling in it only 
so fai as Naas, which is 16 miles from Dublin, the whole length of the^Dublin to 
Kilcullen Trust being 2, miles. There is a separate Trust from Naas to Limerick 

!?nn wpf' " Naas to Limerick?-Seventy-eigI,t Irish miles, 

to T ■ ' a' pioceed to describe the present state of the road on from Naas 

DmS ’ Trusts ?_It is cue Trust from Na^ m 

M o 1 . Is that Trust held by Mr. Bourne ^ — It is 

hav” dm sole‘h,rest St.'" 

far'aslku'lw. ’'“'“i ?~And the sole management, so 

1104. Can you state what is the amount of toll paid by the Post-office for the 

“pm Zt Tru r and wJ “^7“ I mail-coach touches 

l"Zd by the pZi e ' “ “■'*'= for which 731 a year 

the Post-office for that line. ” constitute the whole amount paid by 

proprtoorZe mid he being also a coach 

be enjoyed by any bo^ e.triZui^“fi:k™^ bZlZSZl’"'’ 

Limerick bes.Z%ZB°ourLT'‘Tb‘^^ Naas to 

proai.V “TiY 'll" ? “ to op, 

Lil contract hl °^ o “ a competition in bidding for the 

the terms wZrthat^ "> *e mail on 

every c™e haruaW rbrP™'" i“pose?-The Post-office, in almost 

hands of the coLactnrV”°“‘^^ certainly when the tolls fall into the 

iiol “"'“ymg the mail, it gives him additional advantage. 

able to run a day 00™^ imnn I™' ® “och proprietor to be 

toll being exclusively in u 1 ^ ^ mail; in consequence of the 

coaches on that road with th ™ * Mt. Bourne, could any other proprietor run 
could not. advantage as Mr. Bourne .?-! should think he 

tiog. Have you ever heard that the company of Brotherton wished to establish 

coaches 
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coaches upon that road? — T did hear tiiat a tender was submitted by one of that Patrick Urquhart, 
firm ; not by the principal of the company, but by a member of it. 

11 10. Are you aware that his not carrying his intention into eftect was from his 

finding the tolls to be exclusively in the hands of Mr. Bourne, who was also a coach 
proprietor? — No, I do not think it was from bis finding the tolls to be in Mr. Bourne’s ^ 

hands, but I believe the Post-office, in consequence of Mr. Brotherton’s offer, ob- 
tained more favourable terras for the public from Mr. Bourne. 

1111. What is the state of repair of the Limerick Road ? — I have always consi- 
dered it, taken on the whole, as the best road in Ireland. 

1112. Taking that line up from Naas to Dublin, what is the state of that part of 
the I'oad ? — I think it is in very fair order from Naas to Dublin. 

1113. It has been stated by a Witness who has just been examined before the 
Committee, that parts of that road from Naas to Dublin are exceedingly bad, very 
seldom scraped, and the materials used in repairing it are not properly laid on; 
is that your opinion? — It is some time since I have seen the road, but we never had 
many complaints of that road being in bad order. I remember in one case the 
contractor of the Waterford mail stating that it was deep, and that it injured his 
horses to travel at the rate the Post-office required, and to which he was bound. 

An officer was sent to inspect the road, and he reported that part of it was deep, 
and had not been attended to as it ought to have been ; on which a representation 
was made to Captain Taylor, under whose management it is, and I believe an im- 
provement was made. 

11 14. Is that line also a monopoly ?— From Dublin to Kilcullen Green belongs 
to Captain Taylor and his family. 

1115. That road is the estate of Captain Taylor and his family ? — Certainly so. 

H16. Will you state to the Committee the amount of toll paid by the Post-office 

for the road from Dublin to Kilcullen, twenty-one miles of road? — One thousand 
three hundred and eighty-seven pounds a year for four mail-coaches daily. . 

1117. Has the contractor for the Waterford mail, Mr. Purcell, ever stated, within 
your knowledge, to the Post-office, that if that portion of the road was kept in a 
better state, he could run the mail faster? — I have heard him say, that his only ob- 
jection to acceleration, was the state of tlie road, generally, from Dublin to 
Waterford. 

1118. Can you state to the Committee, in consequence of what arrangement, or 
by virtue of what Act of Parliament, Mr. Bourne became possessed of the whole 
length of the Trust from Naas to Limerick? — I can state the Act of Parliament 
under which the Post-office pay him toll; but the circumstances connected with it 
I am ignorant of. 

1119. Do you believe the public sutTer any inconvenience from the management 
of Mr. Bourne on that line of road ? — I have never heard a complaint of the bad 
state of the road. 

1120. When does Mr. Bourne’s present contract for the mail-coaches expire? — 

In July 1837. 

1121. Take the line of road from Dublin to Sligo, on which the mails travel; 
what is the state of that road from Mullingar to Sligo? — The state of the road from 
Mullingar to Sligo is very inferior to that from Dublin to Mullingar. 

1122. Take the different towns, beginning at Mullingar and ending at Sligo, dis- 
tinguishing the state of the road between each of those towns, mentioning the counties 
through wliich it passes? — From Mullingar to Edgeworth’s Town. 

1 123. What is the state of that line of road? — For four miles I found it in bad 
order. 

1124. In what county are those four miles? — In the county of Longford, near 
Edgeworth’s Town. 

1125. Is there a turnpike gate upon the line of road from Mullingar to Edge- 
worth’s Town? — No, there is not a turnpike gate from Mullingar to Sligo. 

1126. Is the road from Mullingar to Edgeworth’s Town sufficiently wide? — In 
some parts I should say it was not. 

1127. Taking the road from Edgeworth’s Town to Longford, in what state did 
you find it?— -In a very bad state. 

1128. Proceeding on from Longford to Rusky, in what state is that road ?— - 
Rusky is in the county of Leitrim; part of the road was also very deep. 

1129. Is the road safe in that part? — I cannot say it is an unsafe road, but it is 
not well formed. 

645. N 4 1130. Is 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Patrick Uvquhart, 
Esq. 

30 March, 
1832. 



go MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

1130. Is it a road capable of considerable improvement'? — Certainly, I should 
say it is. 

1131. Do you consider that the expense of improvement on those parts which 
you describe as bad, -would be considerable? — I have not experience of the expense 
of repairing the road. 

1132. From Rusky to Boyle, in what state is the road? — In the part ofitthroutrh 
the county of Leitrim the surface is tolerably smooth and even, and more cam 
seems to have been bestowed upon it ; but there have been many interruptions in 
winter especially, by the overflowing of the Shannon, betwixt Garrick on Shannon 
and Boyle in the county of Roscommon. I have known the mail due at Dublin 
at six in the morning, detained six, seven and eight hours. 

1 1 33. Have you known of any accidents happening to the mails in consequence of 
the floods ? — Yes. 

1134. Attended with loss of life? — I cannot say that I have heard of loss of life 
but I have heard of cases of the most imminent danger. 

1135. Can you suggest any improvement in that part of the road which would 
avoid tlm danger of floods? — The road from being so low is subject to those floods 
from the overflowing of the Shannon, and I am not aware what improvement could 
be made, except there was an extemsivc embankment to protect the road from such 
interruptions as I have stated. It was suggested to place posts on the sides of the 
road to guide the coachrt}en when in was covered with the floods. 

1136. What length of road is flooded ? — I believe about three miles. 

1 137. To what depth ? — Frequently four and five feet. 

1138. It would be then more expeditious to convey the mail in boats ? — I should 
think it would on that part of the line, at such a time. 

1 J 39. From Boyle to Sligo, what is the state of the road ? — I found that also in 
bad order ; it passes over a very high mountain, called the Curlew mountain. 

1 140. Could that mountain be avoided? — I fear not; I am not aware how it could 
be avoided. 

1141. You state the road to be in that part in good repair ; in what county is it ? 
— From Boyle to Sligo, part of it is in the county of Roscommon, and part in the 
county of Sligo. I probably might say generally, that from the state of the road 
between Mullingar and Sligo, the Post-office have never been able to secure the 
punctual conveyance of the mail according to the contract during the winter 
months, until last winter, which was remarkably open and very favourable to coach 
travelling, 

1 142. Is it your opinion that if the whole of the road from Dublin to Sligo were 
placed under one management, it would materially tend to improve that road?— 
I think if there was an uniform mode of road-making, directed by one experienced 
person, it would be a great improvement to the conveyance of the mail. 

1 ^ 43 - ^Fhat is tlie wliole distance from Sligo to Dublin ? — One hundred and four 
Irish miles, 1 think. 

1144. What is the rate of travelling of the mail on that road? — It takes sixteen 
hours, equal to about eight and a half English miles an hour, including stoppages. 

1145. Can you state to the Committee how many mail-coaches travel tliat line of 
road out of Dublin ? — Fljere is only one mail-coach from Dublin to Sligo, but there 
are two the first thirty miles to Kiiinegad. 

1 146. Could not tlie mail-coach line from Sligo to Dublin be materially benefited 

by putting the Sligo mail upon another line from Mullingar to Dublin ? — In its present 
State, if the question refer to a road through Summerhill, the Post-office would ex- 
perience great difficulty indeed by removing it. The Postmaster-General, I under- 
stand, is anxious to place the mail-coach from Dublin to Sligo upon the Summerhill 
line. a f 

1147. Would not great public benefit accrue by opening a mail-coach communi- 
cation through a country now supplied by horse posts?— I think it would be of great 
advantage, and I can speak of that line as being the officer who travelled over it in 
the hist instance to see whether the mail could be conveyed at the stipulated rate ; 
and I conceive it wholly impracticable, either in point of safety or expedition. It 
has been subsequently examined minutely and recently; and from the report of the 
othcer who saw it, he was of opinion that the mail could not now travel at the rate 
requiied under the contract,- and that much inconvenience would arise from the 
change, and much delay in the arrival at Sligo ; but the Postmaster-General, seeing 
Uie ad vantages of opening a distinct line, bound the contractors to go by it whenever 
It shall be declared in a fit state for the coach to be placed upon it. 

1 148. Are 
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1 148. Are there any natural obstacles to the improvement of that line?— There is 
a bog through which the road runs. 

1149. Is not the road very good through that bog? — The surface is tolerably 
good, but it is extremely narrow, and has no protection. 

1 150. Supposing that line of road between Mullingar and Dublin to be improved, 
how nuicl] time could be saved? — The contractor is not bound to go faster than 
8| English miles an hour. 

1151. Would that road, if improved, be shorter than the present line through 
Kinnegad ? — I think it is about a mile and a half shorter. 

! 1.52. Are there any turnpikes at present on the line ? — There are no turnpikes 
between Clonee and Mullingar. 

1153 - R any part of that road which you describe as so bad as not to allow the 
mail to travel on it a turnpike road ?— No, no part. 

1154. We will take the Galway mail where it turns off from the Mullingar line 
at Kinnegad ; what is the state of the road from Kinnegad to Moate ? — The surface 
of the road is generally good, and in very fair order, but it is narrow in some parts. 

1155. Are there turnpikes upon the road from Kinnegad to Moate? — There are. 

1156. Do you know the name of the Trust? — It is called the Kinnegad to 
Athlone Trust ; it is a turnpike the whole way from Kinnegad to Athlone. ° 

1157. What is the state of the road from Moate to Athlone ? — I think it is in 
fair order also. 

1158. Safe for the travelling of a mail-coach ? — Yes ; I think so. 

1159. Have the mails found any inconvenience from the narrowness of the bridge 
at Athlone? — Frequently there have been complaints of it. 

1 ] bo. Is not the line wliich the mail takes through the town of Athlone extremely 
dangerous, and capable of improvement? — I think it is, especially near the bridoe. 
I found the road in extremely bad order. ° 

1 1 C 1 . That Trust ends at Athlone ? — It ends at Athlone. 

1162. Then taking the Road from Athlone to Ballinasloe, is that a turnpike road? 
— It is not. 

1163. In. what state is that road ? — From Athlone to Ballinasloe, with few excep- 
tions, I found to be in good order, although part of it is narrow. 

1 1C4. Is it repaired at the expense of the county of Roscommon? — I should think 
so ; it passes through the county of Roscommon, and is a presentment road. 

1165. Then taking the line from Ballinasloe to Loughrea, in what state is that? 

It is lather a narrow road, but imrd, and the surface smooth. 

1166. Is that a turnpike road? — It is not, nor any part of the road from Athlone 
to Galway. 

1167. Then from Loughrea to Galway, what is the state of the road ? — From 
Loughrea to Galway the road is in some parts deep in w-inter, especially about four 
miles from Galway, but there the mail travels during the day. 

1168. Is there any branch line from Ballinasloe, on which mails travel to a sea- 
port town ? — Yes, from Ballinasloe to Westport a mail-coach travels. 

ii6y. Is that a turnpike road? — No; there is not a turnpike on any part 
of it. 

117a. In what state is the road from Ballinasloe to .Westport ? — I think it is one 
of the best presentment roads in Ireland, so far as I am aware; it is in many parts 
narrow and hilly, but the surface i.s smooth. 

1171. Is it capable of improvement ? — Of considerable improvement, I should 
tliink, by reducing the hills. 

1172. Would you recommend the establishment of turnpikes upon those roads 
which you have stated in your examination not to have turnpikes at present? — 

I should certainly think that their being maintained in good order would be much 
more certain. 

1173. Has it not frequently happened that the Post-office has had reason to 
complain to grand juries of the state of roads on which mails t)-avel ? — Frequently. 

1 17.!^. And in consequence of ttie grand jury not meeting, perhaps, for several 
months after that complaint, they have not been able to redress it?— Yes, frequently ; 
much difficulty has been found from the defective stale of the roads. 

1 1 75. That would be a I'eason for taking those great lines of road out of the hands 
of grand juries, and placing them under a system of turnpikes ?— It would certainly 
be a reason for doing so. 

‘’■ 15 - o 1,76. We 
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■t, \ 1 76. We will now revert to that part of the Cork Road which branches off at 

Kilcullen, and proceeds to Cork through Athy and Stradbahy ; are you acquainted 
witij that line of road ? — 1 am. 

1 1 77. Is that line of road under a Turnpike Trust r — From Kilcullen to Cork 

part of it is, and part is not. ’ 

1178. Commencing at Kilcullen, will you distinguish the part which is not a 
turnpike road ? — From Kilcullen to Athy is not turnpike. 

1 179. In what state is that road ? — It is not in good order. 

1 1 80. Is not it a very straight line ? — It is a straight line. 

1181. Is it now travelled by the Cork day mail? — By the Cork day mail, which 
passes over it during the day. 

1182. Are you not aware that large sums have been expended by the county of 
Kildare within a few years, in lowering the hills upon that road ? — I have heard 
that there were large sums expended on it. 

1183. Is that road safe at present for the mail to travel upon it by day? — When 
1 saw it, it was in a very defective state. 

1184. Is it well fenced? — Not well fenced. 

1185. Taking the road from Athy to Stradbally, in what state is that? From 

Athy to Stradbally is a very good road. 

i 186. Taking up the road at Stradbally, and proceeding to Cork, will you state 
to the Committee the present state of the roads, distinguishing between each principal 
town ? — From Stradbally to Abhyleix is in good order. 

1187. Is that a turnpike road? — About a mile and a half, I think, is turnpike, 
being a part of the Naas to Limerick Trust. From Abhyleix to Durrow it is a bad 
and dangerous road, passing over a steep hill. 

1188. Is that a turnpike I'oad? — No, not to Durrow. 

1189. In what county is that part of the road which you represent as dangerous? 
— Queen’s County. 

1190. In what way is it dangerous? — There is a very steep hill, and insufficient 
protection. 

1191. Which retard the speed of the mail? — It frequently has done so, and the 
mail has been more than once upset upon it. 

1192. At what rate is the mail contracted to travel upon that line ? — The contract 

is 5 Irish miles an hour; but I think it has been accelerated to 7i Enwlish miles 
an hour. ® 

1 193* If that road were considerably improved, might it be accelerated to 9 miles 
English ? — It would require, in my judgment, much improvement for that accelera- 
tion. From Durrow to Johnstown is in tolerably good order, but not sufficiently 
fenced. 

1 194. Is that a turnpike road? — It is. 

1195. How much of it? — Eight miles, I think. 

1196. Under what Trust? — limohoe. Queen’s County, to the bounds of the. 
county of Kilkenny. From Johnstown to Cashel it is a turnpike road. 

1197. In what state is that road ? — In fair order, 1 should say, although imper- 
fectly fenced. j’ & r 

1198. What is the length of that Trust? — From the bounds of the county of 

Joins the pounty of Kilkenny, to the city of Cashel, 15 Irish 

1199. Is that part of it which passes through the city of Cashel in a safe state ?— 
bo far as I recollect, it is ; but from Cashel to the bounds of the county of Cork 

found the road not in good order ; the mail was frequently detained in consequence 
ot Its defective state. It is not turnpike; but from the bounds of the counties of 
library and Cork to the city of Cork is a turnpike road, and maintained in tole- 
rably good order. 

1200. Are there any lines of road on which mails travel, branching out from the 
line you have now described from Kilcullen to Cork?— No, not mail-coach lines; 
but them IS a mail-coach road from Waterford to Limerick, which crosses the Cashel 
line at Caher. 

1201. We will now take the line from Waterford to Limerick ; will you state, as 
you have stated ^ to other roads, the state of that road from Waterford to Limerick, 
commencing at Limerick and ending at Waterford ?— I believe it is almost the whole 
way from Limerick to Waterford in bad order; the greatest difficulty was found in 
making the coach keep its time upon it; and even now the contractor is not able to 
travel according to the speed stipulated in the contract. 

1202. Is 
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1202. Is it a turnpike road? — There is not any part of it turnpike, except a short Putnck Urqnkart, 

distance near Clonmel, where it touches upon the Dublin Road. lisq. 

1203. What counties does it pass through ?~Through the counties of Kilkenny, 

Tipperary and Limerick. 30 March, 

1204 > Is it a dangerous road ? — I cannot say that it is a dangerous road j but it *®32. 
is badly formed, the materials not well prepared, and extremely deep during 
winter. 



Sabbati, 31" die Martiiy 1832. 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Patrick U 7 'quhart, Esquire, called in ; and further Examined. 

1205. WILL you describe to the Committee, taking up the road to Cork at Potnek Urqnkart, 

Kilcullen Green, which passes through Kilkenny, the state of it between the different Esq. 

towns through which it passes?— From Kilcullen Green to Carlow I found it in fair 

order, and on to Kilkenny in the same state. 31 March, 

1206. Have you travelled that part of the road lately from Kilcullen Green to 
Carlow, passing through Timolin and Castledermot ? — Not lately. 

1207. When you travelled that road, was it kept in a good state of repair? — 

I cannot say that it was very good, but there were no great obstacles to expeditious 
travelling. 

1208. Proceed from Kilkenny ?— From Kilkenny leading to Clonmel the road 
is narrow and badly formed for sotne distance, and further on near Callan in indif- 
ferent order, and the road generally speaking deep to Clonmel from the Nine Mile 
House, and over some steep hills near that place. 

1209. Did you find that in a very bad state? — I did. 

1210. Do you think that the hills could be lowered or avoided without consider- 
able expense!— I should think it would require considerable expense to lower them. 

From Clonmel to Clogheen the road was deep, and the materials were not well 
prepared, in my judgment. 

1211. Is that a turnpike road ?— It is. 

1212. The whole way to Cork? — The whole way to Cork from Dublin by 
Clonmel. From Clogheen to Fermoy through Kilworth, the road passes over 
a high and long mountain, called Kilworth Mountain. 

1213. What is the state of the road over the Kilworth Mountain On the 
mountain the surface was smooth. 

1214. Was it well fenced ? — Not well fenced. 

1215. Do you consider that part of the road dangerous? — I do not; and from 
Fermoy to Cork, except within a few miles of Cork, I think the road was in fair 
order. 

1216. For how many years have you known that road about the Nine Mile 
House? — It may be about twelve years since I first saw it. 

1217. From your first recollection, has it not always been in the very worst order 
as a turnpike road? — I think it has always been in bad order; it has been difficult 
for the coach to keep time upon it. 

1218. What is the rate of travelling from Cork to Clonmel? — Seven and a half 
English miles per hour. 

1219. Are there any new roads about to be formed that will shorten the distance 
between Cork and Dublin ? I am aware that there is a new line from Dublin 
to Carlow by Blessington, but I believe it is not all finished between Bakinglass and 
Carlow. 

1220. Can you state that it will shorten the line, or merely improve it, by avoiding 
hills? — I think it would shorten the road from Dublin to Cork about two miles. 

1221. Taking up the difierent lines of road which issue from Cork southward, 
what is the state of the road from Cork to Tralee ? — I have never travelled the 
present mail-coach road between Cork and Tralee. 

1222. Do you know whether that is a turnpike road? — I know from Killarney 
to Tralee it is a turnpike road. 

645. 0 2 1223, Do 
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fairick Vrquhart, 3 223. Uo you know the State of the road from Killarney to Tralee ? — Only by 
Esq. report. 

■ 1224. Is that a report made to the Post-office? — I have heard it was a good 

■3» March, 

’ 1225. How does the mail-coach frona Cork to Tralee keep its time? — I under- 

stand very well. 

1226. Bias there not been a new road made there lately, vvhich shortens the 
distance considerably?— It shortens it, I think, three miles by the road passing by 
Glanflesh and Poolgurm Bridge, avoiding Mill-street. 

3227. What is the state of the road from Cork to Skibbereen?—! was never 
farther on that road than to Bandon. 

1228. Is that a turnpike road ? — It is all turnpike; but by a special clause in the 
Act the mail-coaches are exempted from paying tolls. 

1229. What is the state of that road ? — 1 understand it is in a fair order. 

1230. Do you know the state of the road from Cork to Kinsale ? — I do not. 

1231. From Bandon to Bantry ? — From Bandon to Bautry I understand the road 
is deep. 

1 232. What is the state of the road ffom Cork to Limerick ? — Take it as a whole, 
I think it is a very good road. 

1233. Is it a turnpike road the whole way? — Yes. 

3 234. What is the state of the road from Limerick to Ennis ? — An extremely bad 
road. 

1235. Is it a turnpike road ? — It is not, now the Act of Parliament has expired. 

1236. Has any application been made for the renewal of that Act?— -I am not 
aware that there has. 

1237. Is the road in a dangerous state at present from want of fencing? — That 
I cannot say; but it is impossible, I believe, for a mail-coach to travel at a quick 
rate upon it. 

1238. What is the rate at which the mail-coach contractors contract to travel 
upon that road? Six Irish miles per hour. 

1 239. Is the road from Ennis to Galway a mail-coach roa!d ? — It is not. 

1240. What is the state of the road from Cork to Waterford? — A good road, 
I may say, in fair order the whole way. 

1241 . Is that a turnpike road ? -That part of the road passing through the county 
of Waterford, 36{ miles, is turnpike. 

1242. Is tiiat part of the road in a good state ? — It is. 

1243. Is the part of it which is not a turnpike road equally good? — I think 
it is. 

1244. Taking up the road at Carlow, and proceeding from thence to Waterford, 
state to the Committee wimt is the state of that part of the road ?— From Carlow to 
the point near the Koyal Oak, at which the road diverges to Waterford, it was in fair 
order. 

1245. Is that a turnpike road ? — It is all turnpike from Dublin to Waterford ; 
and from the point turning from the Cork line to Gowran. part of the road is narrow 
and winding ; near Gowran there is rather a steep hill, and from Gowran to Thomas 
Town the road was deep ; but from Thomas Town to Waterford, I found it in fair 
order. 

1246. What is the state of the road from Dublin to Kingstown, the packet station? 

“I think it a good road from Dublin to Black Rock; from Black Rock to Temple 

Hill it is not so good, and there is a dangerous turn at Temple Hill ; the surface is 
extremely rough between Temple Hill and Monkstown Church. 

1247. Is that a turnpike road ? — No part of it. 

you heard of any serious accident happening at the turn at Temple 
Hill . Not to the mail-coach, but I have heard of a very serious accident happening 
to a stage-coach conveying passengers to the packets at the turn of Temple Hill, to 
which I have alluded. 

killed*^^" accident ? — I have heard that one passenger was 

Was that accident attributable to tlie dangerous state of the road ? — It was 
attributed, as far as I heard, to the narrow turn at Temple Hill. There is also a 
steep hill between Monkstown Church and Kingstown which is dancferous to travel 
quickly on. ° 

1251. In what state is the road from Monkstown Hill to Kingstown, and through 
the town, at present ? I thick it is a very bad road ; there are two ways of proceeding 

from 

«< 
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from Kingstown to the packet station, but by either of them there is a steep and 
rather dangerous hill. 

1252. What is the state of the road from Dublin to Drogheda? — I can speak of 
that road with tolerable accuracy, having travelled it within the last ten days ; it is 
now in fair order, 

1253. What is the state of the road from Drogheda to Dundalk? —That is also 
in fair order, but I do not think it is well formed in many parts, and the surface is 
rough. 

1 254. Is that a turnpike road ? — It is a turnpike road. 

1255. In what condition is the road from Dundalk to Newry ? — A very good 
road, considering the mountain between those towns. 

1256. Is that a turnpike road? — It is turnpike the whole way from Dublin to 
Belfast. 

1257. From Newry to Lisburn, in what state is the road ? — A very good road. 

1258. From Lisburn to Belfast? — That is a comparatively new road, and is in 
good order. 

1259. Do you know the state of the road from Belfast to Donaghadee ? — 1 was 
upon part of that line within the last ten days. 

1260. In what state is it? — In a very bad state. 

1261. Is that a turnpike road?~No, it is not. 

1262. Of what do you most complain upon that road? — Bad materials, and that 
it is not well drained ; nor do I think it is well formed. 

1263. Is it sufficiently wide ? — It is sufficiently wide and sufficiently fenced. 

1264. V/hat is the state of the road from Belfast to Antrim? — I believe it is good; 
it is a turnpike road, but the mail-coach is specially exempted from paying toll, 
under the Act of Parliament regulating the toll on the line. 

1265. What is the state of the road from Antrim to Ballmyenagh ? — I believe it 
is in indifferent order. 

12C6. Is that a turnpike road ? — No, it is not. 

1267. What is the state of the road from Ballymenagli to Ballymoney ? — I believe 
that is also an indifferent road. 

1268. Is it a turnpike road ? — No. 

1 269. From Ballymoney to Coleraine, what is the state of the road ? — I believe 
that to be in somewhat better order than the previous stage. 

1270. Is that a turnpike road ?— It is not. 

1271. What is the state of the road from Coleraine to Derry ?— Generally heavy 
and deep. 

1 272. Is that a turnpike road ? — It is not. 

1273. Is it a dangerous road ? — No, I cannot say that it is a dangerous road ; it 
passes over a high mountain between Newtown-Limavady and Derry, and during 
winter the mail-coach has frequently been interrupted by the state of the road in that 
division. 

1 274. Is it turnpike ? — There is not any part of the line turnpike between Antrim 
and Derry. 

1275. What is the state of the road from Derry to Strabane?— Very deep in 
winter. 

1276. Is that a turnpike road ? — It is not. 

1277. Is that sufficiently wide? — Yes, but not a well-formed road. 

1278. From Lifford to iDonegal, what is the state of the road ? — A great part of 
it very rough and badly made. 

1279. Is it a turnpike road? — No, there is not any part of it turnpike between 
Strabane and Sligo. 

1280. What is the state of the road from Donegal to Sligo? — As far as Bally- 
shannon it is a good road; but from Ballyshannon to Sligo it was in a very indifferent 
state of repair, and not well formed. 

1281. Is that part of the road sufficiently fenced and sufficiently wide? — It is 
sufficiently wide, generally speaking ; but it is a badly formed road, and badly 
made. 

1282. What is the state of the road from Sligo to Ballina? — Part of it is ex- 
tremely hilly, narrow and dangerous. 

1283. I3 that a turnpike road? — It is not. From Dromore West to Balliiia is 
a new road that is well formed ; but in winter it has been extremely deep. 

1284. What is the whole distance from Derry to Sligo? — I think 68 Irish 
miles. 

645. 03 > 1285. How 
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Patrick l/r^uJiart, 1 285. How many hoursare allowed to the mail travelling from Derry to Sligo?— 
It travels at the rate of 5 J miles an hour. ® 

— “ 1286. Does it travel by day or by night ?— It leaves each end of the road at five 

’ in the morning; it isa slow mail, necessarily, from the state of the road. 

1287. From Ballina to Castlebar, what is the state of the road? — That is also 
a new line; a part of it I conceive to be dangerous from the want of sufficient 
fences, and during winter it has been deep and difficult to travel ; the delays of the 
mail-coach have been constant. 

1288. Taking the Londonderry Road, and commencing at that part w hich branches 
off at Ashbourne, what is the state of it from Aslibourne to Slane ? — I understand it 
is a good road. 

1289. Is it a turnpike road ? — Yes. 

1290. What is the state of the road from Slane to Carrickmacross ? — That is also 
a good road. 

1291. Do you answer as to whether they are Turnpike Trusts from official Returns 
to which you refer ? — I do. 

1292. From Carrickmacross to Monaghan, passing through Castleblaney, what 

is the state of the road? — From Carrickmacross to Castleblaney, it is a good road but 
from Castleblaney to Monaghan I found it very heavy, and the road badly formed. 

1293. Is any part of that line turnpike road?— The mail-coach travels about 
half a mile) I believe, in the Trust leading from Castleblaney to Dundalk; but no other 
part of it is turnpike from Carrickmacross to Monaghan. 

1294. What is the state of the road from Monaghan to Aughnacloy ? It was in 

fair order. 

1 295. Is that a turnpike road ? — The mail-coach enters upon the Trust ending at 
Monaghan and commencing at Lisburn, and travels about half a mile on it. ^ 

1296. From Auglmacloy to Omagh what is the state of it? — It is a heavy and 
deep road during winter, passing through a bog for a considerable distance. 

1297. Is that a dangerous road ? — I cannot say that it isa dangerous road but 
it is a badly formed road, and, I believe, good materials not easily procured. 

1298. Is any part of the road between Aughnacloy and Slrabane turnpike road ? 

,. of Parliament passed for erecting turnpikes upon the 

line fron] Aughnacloy to Strabanefor that part passing through the county of Tyrone; 
but the Post-office hitherto has not paid for it as a turnpike road, and I rather think 
the gates are not yet erected. 

1 299. When you last saw that road, what was the state of it between Omagh and 
btrabane ?— From Omagh to Newtown Stewart was in fair order ; hut from Newtown 
btewart to Strabane was not so good, and badly formed. 

recently that the Londonderry mail has been put to run on that 
road ? — In November last it w'as placed on the Slane Road. 

1301. How much have those improvements shortened the road from Derry to 
Dublin r — Five Irish miles. 

1302. How much has tlie mail been accelerated by those improvements? — It was 

at once accelerated one hour each way, and the contractors are now bound to accele- 
rate It another hour ; which acceleration was to have commenced on the first of this 
month, but from part of the line being deep, I believe it has not yet commenced; 
but 1 presume it will immediately travel at the speed agreed upon when the change 
was made. r- a i & 



1303. How many Post-offices formerly supplied by horse posts have now the ad- 
vantage of a mail-coach by that line?— Slane only. 

Newry to Armagh, passing by Market 
’r ■ somewhat hilly ; but the materials of which it is made are good, and the 

surface smooth. ^ 

1305* Is that a turnpike road ? — It is not. 

orde^^^* Armagh to Dungannon ? — It is in fair 

of the road from Armagh to Coleraine a turnpike road? — No 
part of It is turnpike. ^ 

1308. What is tlie stnte of the road from Dungannon to Magherafelt, and on to 

nronlrlTf ~Ti Winter; considerable delays have 

occurred to the passing of the mail-coach in contequence. 

d,.rin^^* 5^” turnpike, and on which you state 

»i '»ail-coach has been delayed, have applications been made to grand 

juries of the different counties to repair them ?-I think there have been. 

.3 • ave you always found that those applications were immediately attended 

to 
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to by the grand juries of the different counties? — No, I have often found, after i^attkk T^rquiart, 
remonstrances were made, that the improvements did not follow. Esq. 

131 1. What is the state of the road from Dublin to Navan ? — From Dublin to 

Clonee, the first seven miles, I think is not a good road; the surface is rough, and 3 ^ March, 
not well formed. 

1312. That is a turnpike road, is it not? — It is. 

1313. Have applications been made by the Post-office to the trustees to improve 
that line ?— I recollect applications having been made to the treasurer of the turnpike 
road some years ago on the subject. 

1314. Was that attended with any result?— -The complaint still continued of its 
being in a bad state. 

1315. Do they continue up to this day? — I cannot say. 

1316. Is not a part of the road from Dublin to Clonee quite new, and another 
part extremely old, and running in a hollow? — Yes. 

1317. Would it not be a material advantage to remove the road from that low 
ground, and take it on a higher surface? — I think that would be a considerable 
improvement. 

1318. What is the state of the road from Clonee to Navan? — That was in better 
order. 

1319. What is the state of the road from Navan to Virginia? — From Navan to 
Virginia, the first two miles leading to Kells, it was a bad road, very rough, and 
badly formed. 

1320. Is that a turnpike road? — No, there is not any part of it turnpike from 
Kells to Enniskillen. From Kcils to Virginia is an extremely bad stage, the road is 
very badly formed, and the materials not good. 

13-21. Is it properly fenced? — I do not think it is. 

1322. Has not the Post-office ordered a new survey of the line of road from 
Kells to Virginia? — I cannot speak as to that. From Virginia to Cavan is also a 
heavy stage, but the road is wider than between Kells and Virginia ; it has been 
extremely deep during the winter months, and the mails have been frequently 
delayed in tliat stage in consequence of the depth of the road ; from Cavan to 
Enniskillen, upon the whole, is a good road. 

1323. At what rate does the Enniskillen mail contract to travel? — Six Irish miles 
per hour. 

1324. Have you found that it keeps its time well? — Generally it is a regular 
mail ; but delays have occasionally occurred from the deep state of the road. I think 
the mail might travel quicker even in the present state of the road, as it might also 
on most other lines. 

1325. What is your fastest mail in Ireland? — The fastest mail in Ireland is from 
Dublin to Howth. 

1326. Are there any lines of road which are not now turnpike, but which are 
shorter than the turnpike road on which mails travel, and which the mails are pre- 
vented from taking in consequence of the roads being in a bad state ? — There is 
a shorter line of mail-coach road, not a turnpike, from Dublin to Mullingar; and if 
it were not for its defective state, I believe the Postmaster-General would have 
placed a mail upon it. 

1327. Is there any other road you are aware of, similarly circumstanced ? — I do 
not recollect any other at this moment. 

1328. What is the state of the road from Dublin to Howth? — It is an excellent 
road. 

1 329. Is that, in your opinion, the best road in Ireland ? — I think it is, certainly, 
the best road in Ireland. 

1330. Supposing it were possible to improve other mail lines to the same extent 
that has been improved, do you think it would accelerate the rate of travelling by 
the mails in Ireland to the rate on the Howth Road? — It would greatly depend on 
the object to be attained ; in some cases it is important that there should be speed, 
and many of them might be much accelerated. Great public advantages would 
arise from the mail-coach roads being in the same state as from Dublin to Howth. 

1331. At what hour do the mails leave Dublin at present ? — Seven in the evening, 
and the second mail to Cork at twelve at noon. 

1332. If the roads were generally improved, so as to allow the mails to travel 
fester, do you not think the public might be accommodated by the mails departing 
from Dublin one hour later? — It is a question whether the advantage would not 
1x5 as great by continuing the present despatch at seven, and giving an earlier 
delivery in the country to such towns as Limerick, Sligo, Galway and other distant 
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PattkkDrquhart, towns of importaoce, which are now limited in point of time for answering Ftt 

__ the same day ; so much so, that the Postmaster-General has lately despatched tt* 

•n “"‘1 '‘O “S to teach Dublin at seven in the raorninir th! 

1832. ’ other mails coming m at six ; but where a town, such as Waterford, has 061111^^1 
time to answer from eiglit in the morning till five in the evening, it cannot be of’ 
much importance to gain it another hour, ^ 

1333- . The advantage you allude to might be attained, and the mails still arriv 

in Dublin at six instead of seven, if the roads were so improved as to en 11 ^ 
the mails to gain an hour in their travelling ?— Yes ; but no inconvenience to Duhli 
arises from a few mails coming in at seven in the morning ; hut the advantiiire would" 
I^thinlt, be great by the roads being all in such a state as that from Dublin to 

1334 - If the roads were kept in that good state of repair in which the Hmvih 

Road is kept, do yon not think the Post-office would save a considerable sum ' 
the contracts with mail-coach proprietors?—! think they would he hud at 
cheaper rate. ' u at a 

• 335 - Do you suppose that the difference in the rate of contracts would ainniv 
make up any increased sum which might be chargeil on the Post-office if all tl/ 
mail roads were made turnpike roads?— That is a question which I d’o not ieel 
myselt competent to answer; much most always depend on the intercourse of ilw 
line in obtaining favourable terms. 

1336. What is the sum paid by the Post-office for the contract to Howth com 
pared with the sums paid lor tlie contract on otlier lines ?— The mail to Howth is it 
present conveyed by a pair-horse coach ; the rate is so low as nd. liritisli the doiihl 
journey Irish mile ; but I should probably explain that a neiv contract has been entered 
into lor conveying the London mail from Howth with four horses, and the charee his 
been increased under a new contract, to coiiiinence on the 5th of April next 
' understand by the double Irish mile ?— Goinu and re'turniiw 

1338- That would Leaf r/. a mile each way ?— Yes. „ ana leturaillg. 

ipg. Do you attribute that low rate of contract to the excellence of the road ? 
JNot wholly ; it is a line supported not very steadily by passeiwers. 

'^VTi»r‘ed by passengers, of course the contract should be 
highei instead of lower r— \ es, and alter making great exertion to procure a contract 
at a low rate, one has been entered into with Mr. Purcell at a liigh^er rate 

1341- 1 he present rate is only for a two-horse coach ? Yes. 

—Somethin "mo?® T “ “usideration for the additional pair of horses ? 
Soniethin moie, I shonlil think, as more than two horses additional will be re- 

of ^ ““I’POiT of the additional iiumher 

contmcG’^nLiVi' T, ‘'o'’ i" 

^ 11 ® English miles an hour actual travelling, 

rate ?— i thffi k u “1 ‘''irvel at that ' 

ionid be mibnlT*' “'''“" 8 “ '“8 g-t-’ 

turiioilfe rl'r Im'e'if "‘f ^“‘-offioe of the state of the 

re irSenta “glected to attend .to the 

aHended u. d e.n Tl ^o not tliiok that they have in every instance 

remonstrance to complaints, as I mentioned previously, after the 

lemonstiance to the treasurers or contractors of the roads. ^ 

intoiforonersl'i® the power of stopping the tolls until the road is put 

hit I believe tl r P r ^ i"°‘ necessary, 

woild L?t“ie^p"o,,‘iiffio “ ''O'ect in any future Act of Parliament 

think i ®woukl h ° P°“er over the conduct of trustees ?— I should 

road was in an imm-m “f “^e tolls should be suspended if the 

Galwty' Willi lii Ho-^thP-The mail from Dublin to 

and Limerick nearly t«tf “tf '' “““ 

and^stiorten*^rtie di«tancp”r> *'°ad from Castlebar to Dublin be much preferable, 

present by Athl„i,e a“i Ti.CTihT^^^^ 

tbe'line considerably, certainly appeals to me that it would shorten 

1.350. Have you known that tu be under.theconsidera^ Post-office, or 

any 
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any applications made on the subject? — No, I never have heard of any direct 
application ; I have heard of some new line suggested between Castlebar and 
Dublin. 

1351. If the mail-coach line was sent through Mullingar, and extended to Castle- ' 
,bar, would it not go through quite a new tract of country, near which no mail at 
present runs, and be very beneficial in the communication from the east to the west 
coast of Ireland? — It' would pass through a country not now having the advantage 
of a mail-coach ; but it would be a question for mature consideration, whether the 
present line would not be more beneficial generally to the country; I am not pre- 
pared to state whether it would or would not, but the present line from Balinasloe 
to Westport through Castlebar, in my judgment, includes more important towns 
than the other would embrace, so far as I at present see from looking at the Map 
before me. 



ick Urquharl, 
Esq. 



i March, 
183a. 



Lunce, 2“ die Aprilis, 1832. 



R. MORE OTERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Mr. Arthur Jones O'Keeffe, called in ; and further Examined. 

1352. CAN you give the Committee any information on the Act of Parliament 
by which the Trust from Naas to Kilcullen is held bv Mr. Taylor?— Yes: that • ^Keeffe. 

Trust is held under the 38th of George the Third, chapter 83 ; the lease was 'given * 

by the Act for fitty years, so that there are now sixteen years to run. *1833.’ 

- U35.3- What were the terms on whicK that lease for fifty years was granted to 
Mr. Taylor ?— Ifwas granted to Anderson & Taylor on the terms, that they should 
pay off 4,500 1 (as there were then due, according to the trustees’ account, 14,500/., 
but which afterwards appeared 14,9,50/.); also pay the interest regularly, at 
5 per cent., of 9,000/., wbicli still remain as a lien upon the tolls, and make certain 
specified improvements ; but to assist them in making those improvements the lessees 
were allowed two additional pay-gates, until a sum of about 1,830/. more should be 
collected at those two additional gates. When collected, the gates were to be taken 
down ; and in order to know when this should take place, the lessees were to account 
regularly for their receipts in the Imprest Account Office, whence (if they have been 
ever returned) I suppose they can be procured. The receipts on this Trust, not 
taking into account those gate.s in the county of Kildare, are, as near as I can calcu- 
lale, 4,753/. a year; and, if allowed, 1 will now give the items of those receipts. 

I know that the gate of Black Church, which is on the verge of the countv of Dublin, 
set this year at 9 /. lo^. a week, but I have calculated it on an average of 8/. a 
week, which gives 416/. a year. The gate at Fox and Geese sets this year at 10/. 
aweek; I calcnlateit at 9/. a week ; that will give 468/. a year ; and as the gate, 
called Blue Bell, adjoining the city of Dublin, cannot by any possibility set for less 
than the other two, the revenue of the tollgates in the county of Dublin alone 
amounts to 1,768/. a year. 

1354. Do you know what the amount of the gate at Kill sets for? — No. 

^355- Is that gate also on the same Trust ? — Yes, there are other gates be.sides 
those I have mentioned on the Trust, but being named a member of the committee 
of the county of Dublin, I did not originally intend extending iny inquiries beyond 
that county. 

1356. Then you do not mean to state that the amount of 5,000/. a year is the 
whole amount of tolls from l^ublin to Kilcullen ? — No, the revenue of the-toIPfates 
in the county of Dublin amounts to about 1,768/. a year. T'he Post-office'pays 
*>377 i- a year, Mr. Purcell 808/. a year, and to this there cannot be less added 
than 800 /. a year I'or other coaches and caravans ; making, without counting the toll- 
gates in the county of Kildare, 4,753 /. per annum. The materials on this road are 
broken and laid clown ready to spread for Mr. Taylor, within five miles nearest Dublin, 
for 2.9. 2d. a ton; and allowing every perch to take two tons and a quarter, that would 
be 4s. loii/. a perch ; to which should be added 3c/. for sf)reading and scraping; 
altogether, 59. 1 a perch, or 82 /. an Irish mile, or 1,640/, for the whole^line 
(tw’cnty miles) of road, that is, 263 /. more than the mere Post-office toll ; and this 
calculation is supposing materials equally expensive, and the wear and tear equally 
great along the entire line as near Dublin. There is, however, to be added to the road 
expenses 450 /. a year, the interest of the 9,000 /. due, and we will say 60 /. a year 

045. P for 
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fcxT an overseer, which makes the annual expenditure 2,150/., and leaves the lessee 
Arthur J. Q'Ketfft. the Kildare gates, the sum of 2,603 1 . a year profit. ’ 

^ 1357- Do you know the number of gates in the county of Kildare ? — No. 

1832.* '3.58- Do you know under what Act the lease of the road from Naas to Limerick 

is held 1 — Under the 38th of George the Third, chapter 83, the same Act by which 
the road from Dublin to Kilcullen is held. 

1359. Was that the Act which transferred the road from the trustees to the pre- 
sent lessees?— No, the trustees had nothing whatever to do with the passing of that 



1360. How was that Act passed ? — I should mention that the original lease of the 
road from Naas to Limerick was given to Bourne & Anderson, by the 33d of George in., 
and that consequently at the time of passing the Act, in 1798, under which tljat 
road is at present held, five years of the original lease had expired, and that in 
179s the road being the sole property of the lessees, and when one of them was 
about procuring a lease of a road in the county Dublin, there was a clause slipped 
into the Dublin and Kilcullen Act, renewing the lease of the road from Naas to 
Limerick for 50 years from that period ; making altogether a lease of 55 years, 
instead, as I remarked before, of the original lease of 31 years. However, I think 
the Committee will learn the circumstances of this extraordinary case much better 
from a paper I hold in my liand, if admitted as evidence. It is entitled, “ Copy of 
“ a Memorial of the Commissioners of the First District of the Road from Naas 
“ to Limerick, passing through Kildare, Munster, Evan and Maryborough, to 
** Mtv QO)ulburn, and, his Answer thereto.” 



[The dd'mred. in the same, 'which xvas read, as folloxvs.l 

Copy PETITION of the Commissioners of the Maryborough Road to Mr. Gmlhiirn, 
and his Answer tliereto, dated 4,il» November 1822. 



THE, following Petition was unanimously agreed to at a Meeting of the Commis- 
sioners of the First Distvict of the Turnpike Road leading from Naasto Limerick, 
held, at Maryboro’, on Monday the 41I1 November 1822, pursuant to notice. The 
Count De Vesci in the Chair. It was unanimously Resolved, That a Depu- 
tation of the Commissioners do wait on the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary 
Goulburn with the ibllowing Memorial ; 



The Memokial of the Commissioners of the First District of the Maryborough 
Turnpike Road, &c. ° 

Sheweth, 

First. — That by Act of Parliament, passed in the 33d Geo. 3, c. 32, the care of the 
TJim.pilve Road from Naas to. Maryborough was vested in Messrs. John Anderson and 
WiUiam Bourne tor thirty years, they being allowed by said Act to erect certain gates and 
to levy certain tolls, on condition of their expending 27,000/. within fouryears in putting 
said Koad. in order, and also for keeping every part thereof in repair durintr the said thirty 
yeaijs : r o j 

Second. That by said Act, certain Commissioners were appointed to superintend said 
Koad, whose duty it was, in case said Road was not kept in proper order, to represent tli& 
same by Petition to the Chancellor, who, upon hearing the matter of said Petition, had the- 
power thereupon of sequestering the tolls and of appointing receivers until the said Road 
should be put in perfect repair : 

t> That in the year 1798, during the Rebellion, a clause was added to an Act of 

Kajhameot relating to another Road, by which clause the term for which the above-men- 
tioned Koad bad been granted to Messrs. Anderson & Bourne was prolonged for fifty 
years Irotn that time,, without any additional consideration whatever in the way of fine being 
gil^iv to the public by Messrs. Anderson 8t Bourne in return fur such grant : 

lhat since the passing of said Act, John Anderson or his assignees, he having become 
• I riWu k'® arising from the properly of tlie tolls oa said Road, to 

Rourne, who is now the sole proprietor of the same- 
l,ha4 It- appears to us that the First District of said Road has, for some years past, been 
^ ‘'cpaired; that abuses liave been practised thereon.: 
pat your Memorialists, being the Commissioners of the First District for carrying the 
nrovinoiis of said Act of 1793 into effect, some as named in said Act, and others having been 
yeece w len vacancies had required, have, more than once, applied to Mr. Bourne, 
«nd by letter, relative to the state of said Road; but our representations 
ha^.noo hitherto been properly attended to : 

fifive therefore deemed it expedient to meet in clue form, with 
flip noo-lprfpff atn? draw u,p a Peiitum to the Chancellor, complaining of 

Till? P Hoad, and qf the various abuses auiltorized or permitted thereon ; 

able ex'oense Vei'n " presented, and its allegations established,, wiiliout consider- 



That 
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That by the 46th Section of said Act, the overseers appointed by Mr. Bourne tire likewise Mi*, 

subject to certain fines if they neglect or delay to prosecute for offences coimnitced on said Atlhur J. O'Kcrffe, 
Road; but that the above-mentioned provisions are rendered nugatory, and the magistrates — 
discoura^ged from acting thereon, by the 52d Section of said Act, wliidi provides tliat all a April, 
fines levied thereunder shall be applied in such manner as to Messrs. Anderson & Bourne 1832. ’ 

sliall seem proper: 

That while the special provisions of said Act are thus rendered insufficient, yout Mefno- 
rialists and other magistrates are prevented from ciiecking such abuses under the provisions 
contained in the General Road passed subsequently thereto; it being expressly deolaretl, 
by the 56th Section of said Act of 1793, that this Road shall be within and subject to the 
powers of this Act, and of 'Gio other law whatsoever.” YourMemorialisls therefore liudibly 
request, that you will lay the above before Parliament, and endeavour to obtain from its 
wisdom and justice, either a repeal of the clause passed, as yolir Memorialists apprehend, 
without due notice or deliberation, in the year 1798, for granting fifty years’ additional term 
of the said Road to Messrs. Anderson & Bourne, without any consideration having been 
obtained in favour of the public, or if this should not be deemed expedient, that you will 
procure such amendment to be made in said Acts of 1793 and 1798 as will iiave the 
effect, — 

First, of establishing a control over the contractors and their deputies, without involving 
the Commissioners in the cost of a Chancery suit: 

Second, of destroying that monopoly which Mr. Bourne exercises of running public 
coaches on said Road by means of the prohibitory toils: 

Third, of enabling the magistrates of the several counties through which said Road 
passes to correct the abuses committed thereon, by u more equitable application of the fines 
which may be levied on account of abuses which are for the most part owing to the neglect 
of the contractors or of their agents. 

(signed) 

De Fesci, Chairman. Matthew Cassin. 

PoHarlington. Jolm Baggot. 

Thomas Cosl/iy. John Cassidiy. 

Richard Warhurlon. ■ Thomas French. 

Jonathan Cope Chetwood. 

Copy of Mr. Goulhurn's Answer to the above. 

.Sir, 

I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of the First District of 
the Maryborough Road, that after tiie best consideration of their Memorial, I am not 
aware of any remedy for their case but that of a Petition in Chancery, the expense of which, 

I understand, would not he great. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

John Cassidy, Esq. Your most obedient Servant, 

Munastereveu. (signed) Henr^ Gaulbum. 

1361. Mr. Goulbnrn states in his Answer, that the Commissioners may apply for 
their remedy by a Petition to the Court of Chancery? — Yes. 

1362. Do you know whether any application was made at the suggestion of 
Mr. Goulburn by Petition to the Court of Chancery? — I believe not; there was 
a case drawn out which was submitted to counsel, but I do not conceive that there 
was any application made to the Lord Chancellor, as the trustees should make it at 
their own expense. 

13(53. Did you ever see any Parliamentary Report, in which allusion is made to 
the high rate of toll in Ireland, and the injury to. the public arising therefrom?— 

Yes ; I happen to have a case drawn for counsel on the manner in which this fifty 
years lease was procured during the Rebellion. In this case there is quoted an 
Extract from the Report of a Committee of the House of Commons on the Holy- 
head and Irish Turnpike Roads in 1822, and the sentiments of which Committee 
were reiterated by another in 1827. If permitted, I will deliver in the Extract 

[The Witness delivej'ed in the same, and the following Extract "was read ther^rom.'] 

“ The attention of your Committee has been drawn to the additional tolls payable on 
stage-coaches upon the Kilcullen, Limerick, Mullingar and some other Roads; these lolls 
operate as a great hardship on coach companies, and obstruct the progress of improvement 
in stage-coaches upon the Kilcullen, Limerick, Mullingar and oilier roads, and the great 
public advantages which belong to it. It appears that these additional lolls, when first 
im])osed, amounted to 5s. a horse at every gate upon a coach carrying more than six inside 
and three outside passengers, and therefore that they were clearly of the nature of penaltietf 
for limiting the number of passengers to be carried by a coach. They are now reduced to 
an additional 4«i. a horse at every gate, and are payable on all public vehicles beyond what 
IS payable on other vehicles. Your Committee are of opinion, that this subject deserves 
to he more fully inquired into with a view of removing those tolls. Should the road 
companies or trustees be able, contrary to the e.xpeclations of your Committee, to establish 
* P 2 any 
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“ To Mesfsrs. ‘VVilliam Bourne and John Anderson, directors of the turnpike road from 
.Naas to Baliiroan and Limerick, from 2d August 1810, 2,000/.; 241I1 of September iSto 
4,198/.'; total, 6,198/.; interest and sinking fund on 2,000/. paid to 2d February 1812* 
ditto on 4,198/. to 24th of March 1812.” ’ 

Therefore there must have been on 30th October 1823, when this Report was 
made, a sum of about 4,708/. iiA'. due in interest alone, on the principal sum of 
6,012/. 1^. 2i</., which remained after deducting the two years’ sinking fund paid, 
making in all, interest and principal, upwards of 1 0,000/.; and this exclusive of 
between 3,000/. and 4,000/. which be owed at the same time on the Ashbourne, or 
as it is called in the Report Finglass, and Curraglia Road. 

1365. Have you searched tliose accounts to see whether there is any entry placed 
to the credit of Messrs. Bourne & Anderson? — There is not. Entries to the credit 
of the borrowers are placed in this Report generally at the foot of the original 
entry by which ir appears the money was borrowed; and I see there very plainly, 
tlie only credits given Messrs. Bourne & Anderson, the lessees of the road from 
Naas to Limerick, are the amount of two years’ sinking fund and interest on the 
money borrowed for the Naas Road. 

1366. Will you look at the bottom of that column, and state to the Committee 
the amount outstanding now of money borrowed from Government for the purposes 
of improving the roads in Ireland? — It is rather extraordinary that no calculation 
of the kind has been made in this Report, or if it have, that the sums due do not 
appear tangibly before the public. However, deducting the sums repaid in money 
(distinguished from Debentures) as they appear at foot of page 434, from the sum 
advanced as given on foot of page 432, there seems to have been due in 1823, under 
the head of ‘‘ Advances in Money,” 35 ) 84 ^^' '8^. 6^^/.; and under the head of 
“ Advances in Debentures, bearing interest at 5 per cent.,” I make the debts to 
Government in that year to he near (between principal and interest) 56,000/.; 
which, added to the balance due on the “ Money Account,” will make the roads, 
mentioned in this Report, in debt to Government, in the year 1823, upwards of 
puooo/., speaking in round numbers. 

1367. What was the gross amount borrowed from Government for the purposes 

of roads in Iieland? — Four hundred and forty-eight thousand four hundred and 
thirty-nine pounds thirteen shillings and a halfpenny in money, and 44,457/. 1 1 6^. 

in Debentures, making a total of 492,807/. 4s. 6 Jr/., according to tliis Report, 
but which I conceive is very inaccurate, for we find by tlie 59th Geo. III. c. 109, 
that the trustees of the road from Dublin to Navan had borrowed 6,000/. from 
Government, while in this Beturn there is not even an allusion made to that sum. 

Is the rate of interest which the borrowers contracted to pay stated there? 
—On the Debentures tlie rate of interest is stated to be five per cent. The title of 
the entries -runs thus : “ Advances in Debentures bearing interest at five per cent,” 
it IS by that I calculate the interest due. 

13 *^ 9 ' Will you state to the Committee the amount of the sums advanced by 
Government up to the year 1823 for turnpike roads, distinguished from the sums 
advanced tor other roads? — No; from the confused manner in which the amounts 
appear in tins Report, it is impossible, without much labour and calculation, to 
team any thing Jrom them beyond the fact, that a large sum was lent, and a far less 
sum repaid. 

T T> wiiich you have stated to the Committee, of the Naas and 

Limerick Itoad, the original Act which transferred the road from the trustees to the 
lessees r— No, the trustees knew no.hing whatever of the Act now in force. 

1371. Can 



any right to have them secured' on ihe failh of Parliament, then your Committee would 
tefe. recommend an advancement in the other tolls to be granted, to give them a fair remunera- 
tion for taking away the additional toll on stage coaches.” 

I think I ought to mention also, that on this Naas Road Mr. Bourne seems to have 
borrowed from Government 6,1 98/. in the year 1810, and that not a penny of either 
the sinking fund or interest was paid from 1812 to 1823, contrary to the provisions 
of the Act. Whether either has been paid since I cannot tell ; if not, there must be 
a large arrear indeed of principal and interest due. 

3364. What reason have you for saying that the sum which he borrowed was not 
paid up to I 823 ? — I take it from the Report of the Commissioners of Revenue 
Inquiry in Ireland ; and if the Committee allow me, I will read the exact entry from 
that Report : 

Appendix to 19/A Report of the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry in Ireland, 

P«ge 433 * 
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1371. Can you state to the Committee, from any knowledge you have, the circum- Air. 

stances under which that Act was obtained? — Certainly; but not vvithout some Arthur J.O'Keeffe. 

repetition, having already given some evidence on the subject. The road was origi- ^ 

nally leased under the 33d Geo. III. by the trustees to Messrs. Anderson & Bourne ^ 

for 30 or 31 years, on certain conditions ; among the rest, to pay off the other 
creditors; yet in no instance at a higher rate than 30/. for every 100^. that had 
been advanced on the Debentures; and the general average of payment was at from 
ten to fifteen pounds in the hundred. When in possession of tlie road under this Act 
for five years, Mr. Anderson and some of his partners were procuring a lease of the 
road from Dublin to Naas, and, without any consultation with the trustees of the 
road, from Naas to Limerick, without giving any remuneration for the additional 
toll which they were about to levy ; and in the very last clause of the county of 
Dublin and Kilcullen Act (the 38th of Geo. III.) they renewed their own lease of 
the road from Naas to Limerick for 50 years from that period. 

1372. Then the lease for 31 years was obtained from tlie trustees, and the lease 
for 50 years was obtained by a clause inserted in an Act of Parliament relating to 
another road ? — Yes, surreptitiously inserted. I might mention that nobody who 
reads the Acts relative to Messrs. Anderson & Bourne’s Roads, passing year after 
year up to the present day, can for a moment hesitate in coming to a correct con- 
clusion as to how and why this Act was procured. At that particular time 
Mr. Anderson was (w-ith Mr. Bourne and others) proprietor of all the mail-coaches 
running to the south, south-east, south-west and west of Ireland ; he was building, 
or rather rebuilding, the town of Fermoy, on one side of a circle in the county of 
Cork, and building the town of Buttevant on the other ; and by tliis 38th of Geo. Ul. 
he not only procured this 55 5'ears’ lease of the road from Naas to Limerick, but he 
actually got the tolls doubled on all coaches carrying passengers for hire from Kilworth 
through Fermoy to Cork, while he had also (by the 35th of Geo. III. c. 43) secured 
the road from Dublin to Galway and Mullingar by a 31 years’ lease, and simiiar 
toll of 5 a horse ; so that any man who carried more than the number of passengers 
which Messrs. Anderson, Bourne & Co. carried in the mails, should pay 55. a horse, 
in addition to i j. \d. a horse toll, at every pay-gate on the road from Dublin to 
Mullingar, Dublin to Naas, and from Naas to Limerick, and a double toll on the 
road from Fermoy to Cork, even though the vehicle carried but a single passenger; 
so that the road from Dublin to Mullingar being in possession of this Company, 
the monopoly was secure, not only to Mullingar, but to Galway and all the west of 
Ireland. The road Iroin Dublin to Naas and from Nans to Limerick being similarly 
situated, and the tolls doubled from Fermoy to Cork, the monopoly was secure, not 
only to Cork and Limerick, but to all the south-east, south and south-west of Ireland, 
from Waterford to Limerick, both inclusive. Messrs. Anderson, Bourne & Co. of 
course ran all the coaches from Dublin to Cork, Galway, Mullingar, Limerick, &c.&c. ; 
then coaches three davs in the week from Limerick to Cork through Fermoy, and 
tlirec days through Buttevant, Mallow, &c. &c. to Cork; and so complete was the 
monopoly over three-foiirtlis of all Ireland, that on all the roads I have mentioned, 
even until i8n, there was not (as may be seen by looking into any of the old 
almanacks of the day) a single coach travelling, e.Kcc[)t those in the possession of 
Messrs. Anderson, Bourne & Partners; and on all those roads at the present moment, 
with the exception, I believe, of the road from Kilworth to Cork, there is an addi- 
tional toll of dfd. a horse on stage-coaches, besides a toll double, per horse, what is 
paid for each horse drawing a private carriage. 

1373. In what year was the toil reduced from 5 j. a horse to 4^/. a horse additional 
toll? — It was finally reduced in »8ii ; but I should add, iliat in the early part of 
1810, by the 50th of Geo. ill., all extra tolls on stagc-coachcs were repealed 
throughout the three kingdoms; and yet it is not a little remarkable that in the very 
beginning of the next year, tlie additional toll of .5^. a horse was again re-enacted 
on all the roads in which Messrs. Anderson, Bourne & Co. had any property. 

1374. Cun you state the name of the Act by which it was first reduced, and the 
name of the Act by which it was again re-enacteci? — It was the 5(ith of Geo. III. c. 32, 
by which it was repealed ; the 51st of Geo. III. c. 36 or 40, by which it was re- 
enacted ; and again, by a third Act passed a couple of months after the last, it was 
reduced to its present rate of 4<f. u horse. 

' 375 - Can you state to the C'ommittee the expenses and debts on the different 
roads ending at Dublin? — Yes. 

1376. Deliver in to the Committee any document you have drawn up upon that 
subject? — I can dravv up a document if necessary ; but the Returns, which I under- 

* 45 - p 3 stand 
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Mr.^ Stand are ordered from the Trust themselves, must give that information much more 
Arlhnt J.O’Kefjfn. correct than I can of the purport required. 

1377. Can you state even within a few pounds what sum will be necessary for 
keejting all the leading roads in the county of Dublin in repair? — Of course knowi 
the number of miles ; but the exact number has escaped my recollection at 'present ^ 
J 37S. What do you understand by the term leading roads ? — I mean, in the fir 
place, all turnpike roads ; and in the next, all those on the south side of the city in 
which there are not turnpikes, but which arc great roads of traffic. ^ 

1379. What would be the amount which you would consider necessary ? q’l, 

amount would be about 11,500?. per year, at 92?. a mile, or calculalino the enlirp 
county, full 30/. a mile too much ; but that is wliat the Parliamentary CoSinissioners 
have for the Ilowth Road. If I reinemher rightly, there are 92 f Irish miles of 
turnpike roads in the county of Dublin, and I would say about 30 miles not turnnike 
roads, which would give i 22 i miles altogether ; but I will call them 1 25, and at the 
extravagant rate allowed, I think the expense will come to the sum I have stated 
but be yet scarce two-thirds of what is raised by turnpikes in the county Then 
were this 11,500/. to he ever levied equally by a house and land tax, there bein» 
1 14.657 parts or acres in the county, the land portion, 5.750/., would be somethinv 
near 12 td., I2r/. and a fraction per part or acre; and though in the greater part 
of the county subject to a house tax for repairing the roads, no house under 10/ 
a year in value can be taxed ; and tliougb, which is very unfair, in no part of the 
county can a house be taxed for a higher value than 50/. a year, yet the produce of 
the tax IS 3,839/. 15«- 2e/. per annum, leaving 1,910/. 45, lor/. "to be provided bv 
all the remaining houses in the county as the house portion of the 1 1,500/. ^ 

Sir Jasiah C. Coghilt, Baronet, called in ; and further Examined. 

othn?whp^/^ rfp either by public advertisement or 

None ’ that an Act of Parliament was applied for on tlie Dunleer Road?- 

T! the amount charged on timber passing through the gate at 

Ballybough Bridge ?— They charge 2s. 8 ft/. Irish for limber, provLd it is^ above 
1 2 feet in length, no matter what value, 

1382. Do you mean to say, that if a car was drawing a ladder through the gate 
without any other tiniber, or any other material on the car, that bei^g muie thS 
12 feet long. It would he charged 2j. 8 ft/. ?-It would ; I have known h done, and 
I have been told by a trustee that it has been done. 

I informed by one of the trustees that he had paid it?— Yes, 

chmictaf Sit 

13»,5. Wortli less than is, ?— If only worth 4t/. 

sum^rThS '‘“= *'■ Ihe sw™ 

sum r— i bey charge according not to number, but length. 

road^— To "■'u employed to repair the Dnnleer line of 

road lo me they seem to be all poor labourers ; no one livina near me is ever 
employed ; a complaint has been made to me respecting it. ^ 

roa’c Pis sSriS'i; wh ‘PS “f ‘8e county of Dublin, in which the 

1 Uo H m ^ “o’gl'l>ourhood, I know they are not. 

I089. How are the trustees elected on the Dunleer Road ?— They are self-elected • 

ottasSLTof r"'’ any raS; they efoc; 

Whth 'Skes v^hat M ““y '^""8 ■" *<=ir O'vn friends. 

that part of the P™P'=’'‘y ® been experienced on 

mSrfect sS^ “™moondr„, from the drains being in an 

mv sYSa u re Sy P “P. and given to me for 

was thauhe d aS w d"i 1 Y “igbbonrbood to sign. The complaint 

scrap na of tte Id! houses were filled with the 

chokPrand ffie fot’r Y f ‘’y means the drains were 

Isent this coSta mvSre S ™‘b water in wet weather, 

any body else. ^ Board, and never received an answer, nor did 

laeni^Obligin^ thtm^to kwp of Parlia- 

fa g 1 10 Keep open the drams opposite their houses?— No, I do not 

think 
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think there is a clause of that kind in the Act. There was a coiri|jlaint also, which Sit 

I forgot to mention, respecting the Circular Road, with regard to the toll upon 
manure that is drawn upon that road ; they have increased the turiiDike toll from 
4 (/. to l 5. for any car that draws manure ; and there are a great many market , .1 

gardeners, or persons who carry on that business, living' all round it. ' iSsaV 

1392. Explain that circumstance?— On the Circular Road, the gardeners arc 
obliged to pay is. a load toll for their manure, where they formerly paid 4d. 

1393* Is that increase authorized by any clause in the Act? — Yes; the trustees 
have a power to increase the toll. 1 spoke to a trustee on the subject, and asked him 
why they did so ; he said, they did so to prevent the manure being drawn on it. 

1394. What objection had they to the manure being drawn on that road? 

Because they thought it cut it up. There is also at Phibsborough a turnpike 
before you can reach the Ashbourne Trust, where passengers have to pay again ; 
thus, for 20 perches of the Circular Road the public are subjected to a double toll, or 
obliged to go round through Dorset-street. I know one stage-coach that pays 12/. 
a year for travelling over that 20 perches rather than go the round. 

^ 395 - Do you mean to state that a cart drawing manure would be charged 1 s., 

and that a cart drawing any otlier material would be charged only 4r/. ? /fn carts 

are charged 1 s., but manure was particularly mentioned to me. 

1396. Are the toll-boards kept constantly up? — Yes. 

J 397 - Do you know whether the toll-boai'ds are kept constantly up on the Ash^ 
bourne Road ? — I have seen them when I passed by. 

1398. Have you ever heard a complaint that the trustees were in the habit of 
taking down the toll-board for several days, and of again erecting it ?• — 1 have heard 
thaL 

1399* Do you know the object for which that was done?— I suppose it was to 
prevent passengers from knowing what they ought to pay. 

1400. Does not that give the toll-keeper an opportunity of extortion ? — Yes; of 
course. 

1401. Have you known any instance of extortion in consequence of the toll-, 
board not being up? — No, i have not; I do not travel that road much.. 

1402. Are you aware, of your own laiovvledge, that those boards have been taken, 
down ? — No. 

1403. You are only speaking from hearsay ?— Yes, from what people have told 
me of that road. 

1404. The, complaint of the turnpike system in your neighbourhood is, that 
strangers are employed on the road, and that the people of the country do not get 
the work? — Yes, it is one of them. 

1405. Do you conceive that that objection applies generally to roads repaired 

under the turnpike system ? — To this road, within my own knowledge, it does ; I do 
not know whether it applies generally. i 

1406. Are the labourers paid weekly, or are they paid in moneys or in truck? 

That I do not know ; they got bread, from tlie baker by order of the inspector of 
the turnpike, which baker has never been paid, although the labourei's have been, 
debited with it. 

1407. If trustees enter into a contract, do they oblige the contractor to pay the- 
mcn weekly in money?— I am not aware of any clause to that effect 

1408. In the case where a grand jury advance is given to trustees, is that money 
advanced by the trustees before it is issued by thegmnd jury?— That X cannot tell. 

1409. Upon the Kilkenny line of road, where you are a trustee, do the trustees, 

advance the money when it is presented by the grand jury? — We advance it, and 
are repaid by the grand jury. ’ 

i4to. In the county of Kilkenny, do the overseers who obtain presentments from 
the grand jury, advance the money outof their own pocket, wichout aiiy advantage to 
themselves? — Yes, I have been myself looi. in such advance. “ 

14 T- 1 - Are you ill tile habit, in the county of Kilkenny, of advancing monev from 
grand jury, presentments ill aid of the turnpike roads in the county ?— The grand jury 
advances aproportion, but the Turnpike Trust disburses the money, about 1 1 d oer 
perch. ^ 

.1412. Is that the case on the Dunleer Road as well as the Kilkenny? — I do not 
think it is ; in the county of Dublin the post-road cess exists. 

141 3 .- You complain of strangers bein^ employed upon the road ; do they work, 
cheaper than the people of the county ? — fdo not know, but I understand they get 
as much as 1 s, or 1 5. 44?. a day. 

p 4 ]4,4, From. 
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Sir 141 - 4 - From your knowledge of road-making in Ireland, and of the .system of 

JitiahC.Coghilit grand jury, and of turnpikes, would yon recommend the more general adoption of 
the system of turnpikes? — I would, if it were put into proper hands. 

1415 - Although you have made so many complaints of abuses under Acts of 
183a.’ Parliament of turnpikes? — Complaints are made against the abuses, not the 
system. 

1416. Do you mean to apply that generally to the Turnpike Acts ? — Yes, and 
particularly to the Dunleer Trust. 



j. fr. Stubbs, 
Esq. 



John ’William Stubbs, Esquire, called in ; and further Examined. 

1417. YOU stated in a former examination, that you were acquainted with the 
state of the Knocksedan and Ratoath Trusts, and that they were exceedingly well 
managed? — Very well managed. 

1418. Can you state to the Committee the mode of management on those roads? 

I can ; and for fear I should state any thing that was not altogether correct, I took an 
opportunity of writing to the managing trustees on each road, in order that I 
might be able to give the Committee a true account of the amount of the receipt 
and expenditure, and the mode of management on each Trust; and this is a letter 
which I received from Mr. Manders, who is the acting trustee on the Knocksedan 
Road, He states that the road under bis superintendence is five Irish miles or 
rather more, in length ; that the average receipt at the gale is 437/. a year, and the 
expenditure on the road, including 18/. 9^. 3«/., which he gives a supervisor, is 
189/. ys., or about 37/. 17s. 3^/. a mile. The rate of tolls is very low, and the 
slate of the road gives perfect satisfaction to the people of that neighbourhood and 
this arises, I am confident, from the management being in the hands of a trustee who 
lives near the road, and is interested in keeping it in repair. 

1 41 9. What was the difference in the rate of toll at the Glasnevin Gate, and the 
Prospect Ga.te ?— The toll on carts which Mr. Bourne charges ^d. for, and can 
charge 6 J., is only three-halfpence on the other road. 

1420. Is there much traffic upon the Knocksedan Road?— Very considerable 
traffic, as_ far as farming is concerned. It is not a leading road to any post town, 
therefore it is not a post road. 

1421. Is it a road upon which public carriages travel ? — No, the tolls are raised 
almost solely from farmers’ vehicles. 

1 422. What is the expense of labour, and the price of materials, upon the Knock- 
sed^an Trust ? From 1 s. 3 1 d. to i s'. 8d'. a load of 15 cwt., for stones broken and 
delivered on the road, according to the distance they are to be drawn. 

_ 1423. For how many miles of road ?— Between five and six miles; and this road 
IS in much better order than any road leading to Dublin, except perhaps the Rock 
Road. > r I 

J424. What is the state of the foot-ways ?~The foot-way as far as Glas- 
nevin, or a little farther, is very well ; but there is no genera! foot-wav on that line 
of road. 

1425- Is it a proper breadth ?— Yes, in some places it is needlessly wide. 

1426. Are you acquainted with the state of the Circular Road ?— Yes, with the 
north part of it particularly. 

inconvenience arising from the present state of the 
road, and the mode of managing the Trust? — Very great inconvenience : for instance,- 
travellers gmng out of Dublin from Sackville-street and that neighbourhood to the 
shbourne Road, should (if they wish to go by the direct road) pass through the 
Phibsborough turnpike gate, and pay toll on the Circular Road, by which they would 
make use of about 20 perches of that road ; they are stopped again by the Ash- 
bourne or Prospect Gate, and have another toll to pay ; so that they have two turn- 
pikes to pay for going a very short distance. 

1428. What distance ? — 1 should think about a quarter of a mile. In order to 
avoid that expense, they are obliged to go round by what is called the Bishop’s Road, 
T^ pfii'haps, more than halt a mile to their journey. Mr. Purcell sends the 
Urogheda coach round by the Bishop s Road, to avoid the turnpike ; and he has con- 
tracted with the toll-man at Phibsborough for some other coach, for which I hear he 
pays 12/. per annum. 

shop’s Road was made specially to avoid that 
open a communication between the Druin- 
antl also to avoid that turnpike. 

1430. ‘Why 



1429. Are you aware whether the Bh 
turupiko ; ^It M'as made specially to 
condru Road and the Ashbourne Road, 
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1430. Why is it called the Bishop’s Road ? — It was the Bishop of Kildare that 
first be>''an to form it ; he interested himself in it; it goes through a great part of 
his ground. 

1431. Was that road made at the expense of the county? — Yes. 

1432. Is it of great public convenience? — Very great; it is of great traffic at 
present, in consequence of the natural desire to avoid the second toll charged at the 
PhibshoroLigh Circular Road Gate, which intercepts the direct communication with 
the Ashbourne Road. 

1433* Have you made any calculations, since your former examination, as to the 
difference of expense of manuring an acre of ground on the north side of Dublin, as 
compared with the expense of manuring an acre on the south side of Dublin, where 
there are no turnpikes ? — 1 have. Supposing the lands to be seven or eight miles 
from Dublin, a farmer can draw one load, of a ton weight, of manure per day, 
with each horse and cart ; the lands there are let at something about 30 s. to 35 s. 
an acre, and some 40 i'. 

1434. Do you allude to both sides of Dublin? — I am speaking as to the north 
side particularly ; I will state an instance that 1 know iny.self. There is an extensive 
farmer in my 'neighbourhood that has a large tract of ground within seven miles of 
Dublin, which he holds under the Marquis of Lansdowno, at 30^., I think, an acre. 
In consequence of the expense of the turnpike, he has neglected manuring or 
improving this ground. I went into a calculation as to the expense of manuring an 
acre of it, and it appears the turnpike alone would amount to about 33 .s. 4,d. 
Suppose ICO tons of manure to go to the acre, at 4 d. per cart for turnpike, 
the toll on manure comes to 33 s-. 4^., or more than the rent charged for the 
ground; or Mr. Bourne can charge 6d., and that would make it 50 a‘. an acre; 
and if he chose to weigh, as he is empowered by the Act, it would arnoaot to 
considerably more. At the south side of Dublin they are not liable to this impost, 
and at the same distance from Dublin they are not liable to house tax ; so that they 
have no tax but tlie county rates. 

1435. Are farmers living on the north side of Dublin subject to the same amount 
of county rates, equally with those on the south side, where they pay no turnpikes? 

— Yes. . rT\ 

1436. Are you .aware of the difference of rents paid on the south side of Dublin, 
as compared with the north ?— I cannot say I am ; but from the situation altogether, 
I should think the lands set much higher on the south side than on the north ; i arn 
not acquainted with that particularly. 

1437. If you compare the increased price of the land on the south side ot 
Dublin with the price of the land on the north side of Dublin, and add to that the 
expense of manure, can you tell the Committee which acre would be most expensive 
to the farmer ?-— As I am not acquainted with the rents payable by farmers on the 
south side, I cannot make an exact calculation. However, if a farm is held at 30 j. 
an acre on the south side, and if you add 33 an acre for drawing manure, it would 
make 3/. 3^. per acre. 

1438. Are you aware that land 8 or 10 miles on the south side of Dublin lets 
very generally for 3 1. an acre? — I am not aware ; I can only say, that _1 should 
think, from the situation being near the county of Wicklow, and otherwise better 
suited for villas, that it may be more in request. On the north side, however, the 
quality of the land is better suited to agricultural purposes. 

] 439. So that, in point of fact, the south side of Dublin being free from turnpike 
abd (laying but a very moderate rate of house tax within seven miles, gives to the 
landlord on the south s'ide the direct advantage of an increase of rent over the land- 
lord on the north side?— A very decided advantage. 

1440. Are there not many circumstances which tend to enhance the price paid 
for lands within seven miles of Dublin, on the south side, above those in any other 
direction? — Of course nature has done a great deal for it, but many advantages 
have been created by the exclusion from turnpike. ■ 

1441. Is not the south side of Dublin much more improved than the north side? 
— Much more. 

1442. Are there not greater inducements for persons to reside upon_ the south 
than upon the north, leaving out of account the exemption from turnpike in the one 
case? — Yes, at present; but it seems not to have been the case previous to turn- 
pikes bcina erected on the north side. 

1443. Is, it your opinion, that if the north side of Dublin had been free from 
turnpikes, the improvements upon the north side would have been equal to the 

(3^^, (i improvements 
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improvements on the south side ? — As far as farming goes, it would ; and it appears 
that the north side was formerly much more frequented than the south side; for in- 
stance, the village of Einglass was a most extensive and splendid outlet formerly 
now it is a heap of ruins j Glasnevin was equally so, and that has very much fallen 
off. This I chiefly attribute to the turnpikes ; there may be other causes. 

1444. Is the land on the north side of Dublin of a very superior quality to the 
land on the south side of Dublin ? — I should think it is ; the natural quality of the 
ground near Dublin is much worse than it is at 10 or 20 miles distance from the 
city. 

1445. Previous to the establishment of turnpikes on the north side of Dublin 
was Clontarf a very prosperous village? — Yes. 

1446. And several of the towns which you have described were prosperous?-- 
Very much so. 

1447. But in consequence of the turnpikes being placed upon that road, they 
have many of them gradually fallen off, and are now in a state of decay? — Yes. 

1448. Will you mention the names of any villages that were formerly prosperous 
and are now decayed ? — Einglass and Glasnevin, one on the Ashbourne Road and 
the other on the Knocksedan Road. 

1449. Can you state any others that have fallen off which were formerly pros- 
perous ? — Palmerstown, I should think, has fallen off very much. 

1450. Are there extensive manufactories at Palmerstown ? — Very extensive; the 
facility of erecting manufactories there is very great in consequence of the river 
running through it. 

1451. Are there not also manufactories upon the south side of Dublin ? Yes. 

1452. So that a manufacturer residing upon the south side of Dublin, if he pays 
5 1 . a year house tax at the utmost, has a direct advantage over the manufacturer at 
Palmerstown, who is obliged to pay a toll upon every article that passes through 
bis manufactory, amounting to a larger sum than 5/. per year. ^ — A very great ad- 
vantage indeed. 

1453* In point of fact, the manufacturer upon the south side of Dublin, compared 
with the manufacturer on the north side of Dublin, has the same advantage that 
the farmer on the south side of Dublin has over the farmer upon the north side of 
Dublin? — Yes, precisely. 

1454. How is the Ratoath Trust managed? — By resident trustees. 

1455 - Is that road well managed? — Very well managed; so far as the funds 
admit. 

1456. Will you state to the Committee from what cause the management of the 
Ratoath Trust is superior to that of the Ashbourne Trust, or of the other Trusts of 
which you complain?— 1 attribute it entirely to the circumstance of the trustees 
being persons interested in the road, and looking after the affairs of it. I received 
a letter, which I hold in my hand, from Mr. Ratbborne, one of the trustees, who 
is the principal manager on that road, and from this letter it appears that the tolls 
aie very low • the breadth of the road is only an average of 20 feet; in conse- 
quence of the road being so narrow, the wheels of the carts are all obliged to go 
in the same track, and it is more expensive to keep a narrow road in repair than 
a wide road ; the tolls on an average produce 250/. British a year. 

^ 457 * For how many miles? — For between six and seven miles. There is no 
salary paid to any person ; he acts as treasurer and secretary, and the annual expen- 
diture on the road is something less than 40 /. a mile. 

1458. Is not the Ratoath R.oad nearly abandoned by travellers? — No. 

M 59 * Is it. not a very crooked and a very circuitous road ? — It is both crooked 
and circuitous ; but in consequence of the hills being taken down about three years 
back, a great number of cars and carts go that road. 

1400. Does any public coach go that road ? — No; the funds are almost entirely 
derived from the tolls on farmers’ vehicles. 

1461. Do not almost all the travellers going to the north-west of Dublin now 
ti avel by the Ashbourne Road in preference to the Ratoath, though the toll upon 
fi ^ A heavier ?■— I should think those living below Ratoath principally go by 

le shbourne Road, in consequence of the road, after seven miles, beintf so very 
circuitous, crooked and bad. > n j 

I unctfrstand'^* several applications been made to improve that road ?— So 

1463- Have they been always resisted by the grand jury of the county of Dublin? 

— I cannot state that of nny own knowledge. ^ 

1464. Are 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) 109 

1464. Are you acquainted with the Northern Division of the Ashbourne Road ? 
— I am. 

1465. Is the Northern Division of the Ashbourne Road as much complained of 
as the Southern Division ? — Certainly, as far as the management goes, they com- 
plain very much of it. 

1466. How is the Northern Division managed? — By trustees. 

1467. Do you know how many trustees there are ?— There are a great number; 
I do not know the exact number. 

1468. Are they generally resident in the county? — -A great number are resident. 

1469. Do they attend the meetings of the Board ?— I cannot say whether they 
attend regularly or not ; but I understand that it is sometimes a difficult matter to 
get a Board to meet. 

1470. Can you state to the Committee the amount of salaries paid upon the 
Northern Division of that road ? — I can tolerably well, I think. The officers’ salaries 
are as follow: there are five tollgate keepers, at the yearly salary of 52 each, 
amounting to 260/.; there is a sidegate at Drogheda, salary not stated ; supervisor 
to the Board for nineteen miles of road, 50/. per annum ; secretary to the Board, for 
a few days’ attendance on the trustees each year, 70 /. ; treasurer to the Board, 40 1 ; 
making in all 420/,, besides the sidegate at Drogheda, or something more than 22 /. 
a mile for officers’ salaries. I am also informed that the present secretary has been 
a defaulter to the amount of 200/., notwithstanding there being a treasurer to the 
Trust, who receives 40/. per annum. 

I47t. Are any two of the offices which you have mentioned united in the- same 
person? — I should think not. 

1472. Is the information which you have given to the Committee relative to the 
salaries from your own knowledge, or from a communication which you have received 
from a trustee of the road? — From a communication which I have received from a 
trustee of the road. 

1473. How are the trustees on that road elected ? —The Board elect trustees. 

1474* Have you ever heard, or do you know, of your own knowledge, that the 

toll-boards on any part of that road are sometimes taken down for days together, so 
that a person passing through the tollgate has no opportunity of knowing whether 
the toll charged him is legal or illegal? — I have heard that such is the case, but 
I cannot state it of my own knowledge. 

1475. Is there any other information which you wish to give to the Committee 
relative to the Northern Division of the Ashbourne Trust ? — When there 1ms not 
been a sufficient number of trustees to form a Board, that number has elected a 
trustee in order to legalize their acts ; I have heard that complained of. 

1476. Is there any qualification in property necessary in order to become a 
trustee?— The usual qualification of i,ooo/., or 100/. per year. 

1 477. Can you state how many trustees it requires to form a Board ? — Five. 

1478. Have you ever heard of an instance of the business being stopped in con- 
sequence of five trustees not being present ? — I have heard that there were only four 
at a Board at one time, and that that number elected a fifth in order to proceed to 
business. 

1479. ^ vacancy in the Board at that period ? — I cannot say. 

1480. Do you know the amount of the income on the Nortliern Division? — If 
I am informed rightly, it is about 1,500 k a year. 

1481. Can you state whether the tolls are let? — They are not let. 

1482. Do you know the number of miles in that Trust? — I always thought there 
were 20 miles, but I am told there are only 19. 

1483. Have you received information of the annual expenditure of the Trust, 
exclusive of the salaries ? — My information states the amount of the expenditure at 
something about 300 /. a year for repairs and materials, exclusive of salaries to the 
officers, or, at least, that the repairs could be executed for that sum. 

1484. Do you mean that the Committee should understand that 300 k a year 
would repair nineteen Irish miles of road upon which mail-coaches and otlier public 
coaches run ? — I think it would be a low average to take. 

1485. Do you know the rate of wages upon that road ?— -Yes, lork a day from 
Slane to Primutestown, and also from Drogheda to Primatestown ; but from Pri- 
inatestown lo Aslibourne, 1 s. a day. 

1486. Are you aware that 1 6 k a mile, or 1 a perch, is the general cost of mail 
roads which are repaired under the grand jury presentment system ? — I believe it is 
something about that. 

645* Q 2 1487. You 
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.7. rr. s/Ms, 1487. You have stated the amount of the salaries paid to the different officers- 
do you consider that tlie sum of 70/. for a secretary is a very extravagant sum?— 

^ — ■ I really think it is, considering the duties which he has to perform. 

1 488- Has it been represented to you that a great portion of that salary is given 
^ in lieu of what are termed travelling expenses? — No ; my informant states, in the 

document which I have here, that his salary was for a very few clays’ attendance in 
the course of the year. 

1489. Can you state to the Committee how many meetings of directors were held 
in the course of the year? — I did understand that meetings were held every month 
but from this document it would ap[)ear that they were not held so often. 

1490. With regard to the treasurer, do you conceive that the salary of 40^. a year 
is too high, considering that he must be a man of respectability and of solvency?— 
1 think that the Trusts adjoining Dublin might do without a paid treasurer, beint 
so convenient to the Bank of Ireland, where all monies belonging to the Trust ough't 
to be lodged, particularly when a secretary, who receives 70/. per annum for doing 
little or nothing, and is, we must suppose, a trustworthy and respectable person 
could see that the money was lodged. 

1491. If under the presentment system 16/. a mile or i a perch is the average 
sum charged for the repair of those roads, do not you think that the charge of22/. 

a mile for all the officers must be a most extravagant sum on tlie turnpike road? 

Most extravagant indeed, and that is what the people complain of principally. 

1492. So that, in point of fact, the officers’ salaries on this turnpike road exceed 
the expenses of the repair of a road under the presentment system by 61 . a mile?— 
Yes, if we calculate the presented road at t a perch. 

1493. Do you consider that 1 1 . a week is too high a salary for the turnpike-gate 
keepers who are obliged to be up both day and night, and therefore to have a deputy? 
— Applications have been made by the farmers in the neighbourhood, who are inte- 
rested in that road, to the trustees to get the salaries reduced, and the trustees refuse 
to do it. The farmers made offers to procure competent persons to act as toll- 
collectors, and to become securities themselves for them, if the salary was reduced 
one-half. 

1494. Can you state whether any rents are paid by the directors ?— I cannot state 
that ; but it appears to me, from a document which I have, that the lands were 
chiefly purchased ; I cannot state it myself of rny own knowledge. 

* 495 - You stated in a former part of your Evidence that the grand jury of the 
county of Meath had made a presentment to the amount of 300/. to obtain the Act 
of Parliament known by the name of the Ashbourne Trust?— I did. 

1496. Do you know whether any of those gentlemen who interested themselves 
in procuring that presentment to be made, are allowed to pass through Mr. Bourne’s 
gates free of toll ? — They are free. 

1497. Was Mr. Bourne very much interested in passing that Act ? — Very much. 

1498. In consequence ot the services rendered to him by particular individuals 
in procuring him that money to pass the Act, has Mr. Bourne allowed them to pass 
free of toll? — Yes; but I suppose they claim that freedom, being trustees of the 
road. 

3499. Do you mean individuals or the whole of the trustees? — Individuals. 

1500. Are you aware that the trustees on the Northern Division of the Trust pass 
t!)einselves free of toll ? — So I understand. 

1501. Do you know that of your own knowledge? — I heard a trustee of the 
Northern Road say tiiat he was free' of toll on the Southern Division. 

1502. Is the Southern Division Mr. Bourne’s Division ? — Yes. 

1503. Are both Divisions included in the same Act? — They are. 

^504. Both Northern and Southern? — Yes; but the trustees are not the same; 
Mr. Bourne has his own immediate friends in the Southern Division, and it is the 
gentlemen of the counties of Meath and Louth that are trustees on the Northern 
Division ; but there are also some other trustees who have no connexion with those 
counties. 

1505. Do you know what is the amount of profit which Mr. Bourne realizes by 
the monopoly of the Ashbourne Trust? — As nearly as I can make a calculation, 

. something about 1,1 po/. a year; that is, allowing Mr. Bourne to expend as much 
money upon the road as would keep it in very excellent order. 

J1500. Do you mean to say that all the grand jury who agreed to pass that illegal 
presentment ot 300/., which the Judge more illegally fiateci, are allowed to pass 
tree through Mr, Bournes gate?— I do not mean to say that they do; but I say that 

the 
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U:e trustees named in the Act arc privileged to pass free; there is not a more j.w. Stubbs 
honourable or independent grand jury in Ireland than the grand jury of Meath ; there- Esq. 

fore the paltry privilege of passing the road free of toll could not have the least 

weight with tiicm in passing the presentment. 2 April, 

1507. Did not you say, that certain gentlemen got this presentment passed in 
order to favour Mr. Bourne’s views, and that they were permitted to pa.ss through 
his gate toll-free? — I do not conceive that the members of the grand jury are all 
free of toll ; only that portion wlio appear as trustees of the road ; and they pass 
free, not in the capacity of jurors, but as trustees. 

1508. Those whom he supposed had served his objects on the grand jury? — 

That is the natural conclusion. 

1509. Do you mean to convey to the Committee that all the trustees on both 
the Divisions pass free through Mr. Bourne’s gate ? — I cannot say ; I know that there 
are many of the trustees who pass free, and that they are free by Mr. Bourne’s per- 
mission. I know that there are some of them free, and I heard that they were all 
free, but I cannot say that of my own knowledge. 

1510. Do you know whether Mr. Bourne at any time opposed that Act, or whe- 
ther he was latterly anxious that it should pass? — He was latterly very anxious 
for its passing. 

1511. Are you aware that the presentment before alluded to was made in the year 
1^24, and that the Act of Parliament was not obtained till 1827; and that the 
payment of that presentment was not made till the end of the year 1 827 ? — I under- 
stand that was the case. 

1512. Are you aware that in the years 1825 and 182G, applications for the 
Ashbourne Turnpike Act were made and rejected in the House of Commons by the 
opposition of Mr. Bourne? — I heard that it was the case, and I also know why he 
objected to it : the county of Meath grand jury said to Mr. Bourne, “ We will place 
“ a turnpike on tlje bounds of our county which is about seven miles or seven 
miles and a half from Dublin, for the Southern Division of tbe Ashbourne Trust 
did not extend further than the bounds of the county of Meath. Mr. Bourne said, 

“ If you do, it will injure iny property at Ashbourne; but if you will assist me to 
“ get another Act, enabling me to raise the tolls from what they are at present, I 
“ will keep the road in repair from the bounds of the county of Meath to Ash- 
“ bourne,” a distance of about two and a half miles. 

1513. So that, if Mr. Bourne opposed the Act at first, as a former question 
would imply, his reason was, because tlie terms of that Act were not sufficiently 
advantageous to himself? — Yes. 

1514. But when the terms were made sufficiently advantageous, so as to give 
him this monopoly, he took an active share in getting it passed?- — A very active 
share indeed. 

1515. Can you state whether he paid any part of the expenses incurred in 
obtaining the Act? — I cannot say; but I understand there was a sum of 300/. 
levied off the county of Meath, and I do not know whether it cost more than 300^. 
or not. 

1516. it was stated in evidence by a former Witness, than when that Act was 
about to be passed, tbe Chairman of the Committee of the House of Lords pointed 
out to the individual who had the cliarge of that Act, that there were no exemptions 
in this Ashbourne Act of agricultural produce, and directed him to insert certain 
clauses, exempting agricultural produce? — Sol understand. 

1517. Do you know whether the person so employed did insert those exemptions 
by the direction of the Chairman of tlie House of Lords ? — There are no such 
exemptions in the Act. 

1518. Are you aware w'bether he inserted them as desired, and whether they 
were afterwards struck out? — I saw a copy of the Bill handed by the Chairman to 
tlic individual alluded to, and tliose exemptions were all in the draft that 1 saw, 
and when it appeared afterwards, there were no exemptions at all in it. 

1519. Have you ever heard by whom the exemptions were afterwards struck 
out? — I have. 

1520. By whom ? — 1 heard that they were struck out by Mr. Bourne. 

1521. Have you any particular reason to believe that those exemptions were 
struck out by Mr. Bourne, further tluin liearsay ? — Only hearsay. 

1522. 'What reason was a.ssigned for raising the toll? — The reason assigned for 
Mr. Bourne getting an increased loll under the Act, was for the purpose of raising 

G45. 03 a sufficient 
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J. a sufficient sum to keep the road in repair from the bounds of the county of Meath 

to his own town, which is about two miles and a half. 

” 7 TTii 1523* Is Mr. Bourne the proprietor of the town of Ashbourne? — Yes. 

1*832.’ >524- Has he expended considerable sums of money in that town? — Yes, and 

was very anxious (as he stated) to prevent a turnpike being erected between Ash- 
bourne and Dublin; it appears that he has changed his mind since, for he has 
placed a turnpike at both ends of the town, so that the people of Aslibourne cannot 
send their cattle to water, they cannot send their farming implements to their fields 
without paying toll. 

1 52.<). At the period that he got this monopoly by agreeing to repair two miles of 
road, had the property in the town of Ashbourne been set? — The town was not so 
extensive as it is at present, nor do I think that the houses were all set. 

1526. Do you mean to say that after all the houses were set in the town of 
Ashbourne, he put this charge of toll upon his tenants? — Yes. 

1527. Prior to the obtaining the Ashbourne Act, was not Mr. Bourne a lessee of 
the Ratoath Trust? — He was ; of the Ratoatb and Curragha Trust. Perhaps it may 
be necessary to observe, that although that is called the Ratoath Trust, it ought to 
be called the Curragha Trust. 

1 528. In virtue of that lease, had not Mr. Bourne a vested interest in the gate at 
Prospect? — Most assuredly. 

1529. Was it not in consequence of Mr. Bourne having that vested interest for 
a residue of 21 years, that he obtained for the same term of years a lease of the 
Ashbourne Trust? — I cannot .say that it was ; of course it was necessary to give 
him the same term, but then he was enabled, by the new Act, to raise the tolls to 
the most enormous rate ; a rate not at all necessary for keeping the two and a half 
additional miles in repair. 

1530. What is the amount of toll on the Northern Division, as compared with 
the Southern ? — ■ 

1531. Are the rates of tolls on the Southern Division the rates reserved in the 
Act, or the rates actually charged by the trustees? — The Act empowers them to 
charge more than they charge; for instance, Mr. Bourne can charge 6 d. for a cart, 
where he only at present charges 4<f. 

1532. Are you aware that the trustees of the Northern Division have materially 
lowered the rate of toll from the Schedule in the Act? — I understand they have 
lowered it, and that it is their intention to lower it still more. 

^ 533 - Do you think it Mould be of material benefit to the public, and to Glas- 
nevin, if the turnpike was removed so far as to allow the citizens to have access to 
the Botanical Garden ? — Of course it would be a great benefit to the people in that 
neighbourhood, and the public at large. 

1534. Is that a public institution ? — Yes. 



Martis, 22“ die Maii, 1832 . 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Peter Purcell, 
Esq. 



22 May, 
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Peter Purcell, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

T 535 * WHERE do you reside ? — At Halverstown, in the county of Kildare. 
^ 53 y* You are a coach proprietor? — I am. 

1.537* Rather an extensive one? — Yes. 

1538. Have you any establishment upon the road leading from Dublin to Carlow, 
and passing through the town of Bie.ssington ? — I have. 

1539 - I he Act by which the tolls are levied upon that road was passed in the 
year 1829; it is the 4th George the 4th, is it not ? — Yes, I believe it is. 

1540. Are you trustee on that road ?— I am. 

1541. In what state of repair is that road at present ? — It is uniformly in a very 
neglected and bad state of repair. 

1542. Is the Trust in debt? — Itis. 

, ^PPoars that it has not been more than six years in existence ; is the 

debt considerable ?^The debt is now about 3,000 /. 

1544. How is that debt incurred ?-^By the Trust borrowing money for the 

expenditure of the road, 0 J 

1545. Do 
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1545. Do you conceive, from your knowledge of the road, that the Public 
have received value for the sum of njoney that has been borrowed? — I do not. 

1546. Can you state to tlie Committee any details that would induce them to 
think so?— As a trustee, about two years ago, I attended the Board, when I under- 
stood there was to be an attempt made to borrow money ; but that did not take 
place at the time. 

1547. Was there any proposal made at that Board to borrow money? — Last 
November there was a meeting of the Board in Baltinglass, where there was 
a proposition made to borrow 2,500 1 ; I think that was the sum, or very near it ; 
that proposal was withdrawn, on the opposition that was given to it by the majority 
of the trustees present, among whom was Mr. Howard, the Member ; Mr. Chaloner, 
who is agent to Lord Fitzwilliam, Colonel Bruen, Mr. Newtons, and Mr. Duckett, 
of the county of Carlow, were the principal people who opposed the borrowing of the 
money. 

1548. On what grounds did they oppose the borrowing of the money? — It 
was opposed on my suggestion, which was, that the funds of the road had pro- 
duced nearly 2,000/. a year for less than forty English miles, which left this Trust 
about 50/. a mile for repairs. I conceived that that sum was quite ample, 
knowing the facility of getting good materials along the whole line ; and as I had 
known from experience, being engaged on other Trusts as trustee myself, that where 
they got in debt, the interest, as well as the large salaries that were paid to officers, 
left little or nothing in the end for the support of the road. 

1549 - What were the purposes for which they stated they wislied to borrow this 
money ? — They wished to borrow it for the improvement of six or seven miles of 
road nearest Dublin, in the county of Dublin. 

1550. Are not you aware, that in that part of the road nearest to Dublin, there 
is a considerable fund for repairing it, raised by house-tax as well as by a turnpike- 
tax ? — I believe there is. 

1551. And was it on the fact of your knowing of that fund that you opposed this 

borrowing ?— No ; it was on the principle of the impolicy of such an act that 
I objected to it, as an infant establishment attaching a greater debt to it than the 
amount of which had accrued under the management of the present trustees, 

in the course of two years. 

1552- What rate of interest was it proposed to pay for this 2,500/. if it had been 
borrowed ? — The idea was, to borrow it from the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Dublin, who had the disposal of public money to a great amount; and the 
moment that w'as made known to our Board, they proposed to take advantage 
of it. 

1553. Have you ever known an instance, in that Board, of the trustees borrowing 
of one of their own trustees at six per cent., when on the security of the road i't 
might have been obtained for less?— On that very day, the very first thing that was 
presented tome at that Board were five very handsome debentures for 100/. each, 
which was for a loan of 500/. at six per cent, from one of the trustees then 
present. 

1554. Do you conceive the security of the road to have been sufficient, that if 
that liiicl been placed in the market, it could have been made for a less interest than 
six per cent, r — I have not the least doubt of it, because there was no security better 
than that Trust, receiving 2,000 /. a year. 

t 555 - Was that L borrowed r — It was borrowed, and the debentures were 
handed to me to sign before the business of the Board commenced, and I was the 
only person present that declined to sign those debentures ; and it will appear that 
I did not sign them, and I stated my reasons why I did not sign them. 

1556. Will you state to the Committee how that debt was incurred ; was it solely 
on the road?— It was solely on the road, I believe. I have not attended the Trust, 
particularly, until lately, until I heard of their getting into debt ; and as 1 was so 
interested in having a good road there, I thought it my duty to go. 

1 . 557 * Was there not an Act of Parliament obtained? — There was. 

1558. Was that part of the expenditure?— That was part of the expenditure, of 
course. 

1559 - Do you know what that Act of Parliament cost ? — It cost between eleven 
and twelve hundred pounds. 

1560. Have you ever seen, as a trustee of that Board, the details of that account? 
— I have. 

^ 45 * <} 4 1561. Can 
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Peter Pnrcell, 1561. Can yoa give the Committee any idea of them? — 1 really cannot from 
Esq- recollection; I thought that the account would have been here, or I would have 
r made a point of bringing it. 

!22 May, 1562. It appears to be a very large sum to be expended for obtaining an Act of 
’ Parliament? — I am quite positive that that is the expenditure. 

1563. After an expenditure of 2,000 L, allowing 1,000 1 . for the Act of Parlia- 
ment, do you conceive that the road is at present in a good state of repair ? — I do 
not think that there is one mile of it in a good state of repair; there is some of it 
so bad that the horse contractors own that it is as much as they can do to keep on 
their work sometimes. 

1564. Do you think if 50 1 . a mile were expended annually upon that road, that 
it could be kept in a good state of repair? — I am quite sure 40 1 . could do it. 

1565. Then you attribute the bad state of the road to the imperfect repair which 
it receives 1 — Yes, I do ; I think that 40 /. a mile upon a contract for a term of years, 
say three years, would be sufficient to put it in repair, and keep it in repair. 

1 566. How was the work on that road done, was it by contract ? — It is done by 
contract, by the delivery of broken stones and gravel at so much per ton. 

1 567. Is that paid in money ?— It is not paid in money. 

1568. Ilow is it paid? — The funds are uniformly, meeting after meeting, so mucli 
in debt, say to the amount of 500 L or 600 1. ; and at the last meeting we had, in 
the beginning of March, I think the ti’easui er stated that there were demands on him 
to the amount of 700 /. for materials and labour, and that he had not one shillino to 
pay it. 

1569. Did the parties to whom that money was owing apply to the Board for 
payment? — Several of them. 

1570- What did you do? — The majority of the gentlemen present voted certain 
sums of money to be paid partially to the people. Perliaps to a man to whom 50 L was 
due, they gave an order on the treasurer, to be paid in May, or some future period, 
part of his demand, say 25 1 . out of 50 /. ; and when I asked for an explanation of 
what advantage that was to the people, they said it was a very considerable one, 
because the people passed those notes or orders on the treasurer through the 
country to the people with whom they had dealings. 

1571- Have you ever known an instance of those poor persons, who do this 
work, being obliged to pay that money at a discount? — Not personally; I do not 
know it, but there can be very little doubt of it. 

J572- Have you ever heard of such a circumstance occurring? — I have often 
heard of it under grand jury assessments ; but this is an objection to this Turnpike 
Trust, that it has crept on this Board also. 

^573* Do not those persons recjufre a higher payment in consequence ? — They do; 
they cheat you in the delivery of the article; they must make it up in one way or 
other; no honest man can perform the vs'ork under those circumstances. 

^574- And the road is in consequence imperfectly repaired ? — It is. 

1575- You stated in a former answer, tb-atit had been proposed to borrow 2,000 1 . 
at one of the Trusts which you attended ; do you know whether at any future 
Board of Trustees at which you were present they agreed to borrow that money ? — 
On the occasion I alluded to, the motion to borrow that money w'as withdrawn, 
from the feeling expressed by the majority of the trustees present; it was not put 
to the vote ; that was in November ; that meeting was held in Baltinglass, which is 
at the extreme end of the Trust. In March a meeting was held in Blessington, which 
is near the Dublin end of the Trust; at this meeting there were fifteen ti'ustees 
present; they were not the same persons who were present on the occasion of this 
. proposal being brought forward at Baltinglass. 

1576. Were any of them the same? — Yes, some of them were, but the majority 
01 them were not ; it was then brought forward again, with this difference, that a 
sum, either 3,000 L or 2, 800 /., was the sum proposed to be borrowed on this occa- 
f opposed it on the same principles I had done before in Baltinglass; I 
divided the trustees upon the question, and they out-voted me, ten to five. 

1577' ^ou mentioned at the first meeting you attended, the names of the persons 
who attended that Board, among whom were some of the most respectable gentle- 
men in the county of Wicklow and Carlow ; was the last meeting composed of 
persons who hud the same interest in the road ? — I think they had the same; they 
live m the neighbourhood of Blessington most of them. 

1578. Have you known instances in Turnpike Trusts in which persons living 
a ong the load have considerable interest in getting money spent on that road, for 
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the purpose of employing their tenants ? — I cannot say that personally I know chat 
to be so with any person. 

1579. the management of turnpike roads, have you not known a preference 
given to tenants and labourers of trustees rather than to other labourers in the 
country ? — I cannot say I have. 

j58o. Is there an engineer employed to oversee the works on the Blessington 
Road ? — There has been a surveyor, a Mr. Dargan. 

1581. From the commencement of the Trust.^ — From the commencement of the 
Trust. 

1582. At what salary is Mr. Dargan employed? — About too/, a year. 

1583. Is he still in the employment of the Trust? — He is nominally so. 

1584. Does he receive a salary at present? — He does not. 

1585. But he is still in the employment of the Trust? — He is. 

1586. Wljat was the reason, if the Trust continue to employ him, that they 
should take away his salary? — At that meeting in Baltinglass, in November, there 
were very general complaints as to the quality of materials then lying on the road, 
and also of the quality of materials that had been expended on the road during the 
year; this induced me to ask the question, whether the surveyor, to whom we paid 
so high a salary, had attended; and upon further inquiry, I could not ascertain that 
he had clone any duty, or taken any active part whatever in the management of the 
road, for the twelve months previous; upon which I entered on the books of 
the Trust a notice, that at the ensuing meeting I would move for the dismissal of 
Mr. Dargan from that situation altogether. At the subsequent meeting I brought 
forward this motion, when there was a proposal sent in from Mr. Dargan, in which 
he offered to do the duty for 50/. a year. Upon further pressing the matter, his 
friends at the Board staled that he would withdraw all claim whatever for salary, 
would not ask what he might do for the last half year, and that he would be obliged 
to us if we would allow him to remain nominally as our surveyor, and pay him as 
we would any other surveyor when we had occasion to employ one. This was a 
proposition that I thought only reasonable, and I consented to it, and it was so 
entered upon the books, and I did not further interfere or press the proposition that 
I had originally brought forward. 

1587. In any future accounts that were laid before the Board, did any charge 
appear on the part of the treasurer for a sum of 50/. to be paid to Mr. Dargan 
after he had refused to receive any salary? — There was; the very first item in the 
treasurer’s accounts was a claim for a credit of 50/. for salary to Mr. Dargan, which 
he himself had conscientiously refused to take; so that we were, in fact, putting 
50/. into Mr. Dargan’s pocket, whether he would take it himself or not. 

1588. What was the proceeding of the Board upon that item appearing on the 
accounts of the treasurer? — It was, I presume, a mistake. 

1589. Was it actually paid? — I never heard ; but the moment I heard that it 
was a mistake, not to go to the credit of the treasurer, I said no more about it. It 
is not the loss of 50/. to the funds. I only mention it to show the willingness to 
dispose of the money of that Trust. 

1590. Are the accounts published? — They have been printed. 

1591. There is a clause in the Act which requires them to be printed and pub- 
lished every year; and in the Evidence given by a Witness when the Committee last 
sat, it appears that be never had seen any copy of the accounts except one, which 
he has furnished to the Committee? — I have seen the accounts, and they have been 
furnished to me as a trustee, but they were very imperfect, and not satisfactory. 

1592. They were not satisfactory to you as a trustee? — I never saw an account 
furnished, showing that the Trust was in debt 500/. or 600/. or 700/., which 
I found was uniformly the case when I attended the Board and examined their 
accounts. 

1593. Whose duty is it to publish those accounts? — The treasurer on that 
road. We have had three officers; we had a secretary, a treasurer, and a 
surveyor. 

1594. In the Evidence of Robert Smith, Esq., page 61, he furnishes an account, 
the only printed account of that road which he had ever seen. He is asked the ques- 
tion, “Have you, or any of the inhabitants of that county, cause to complain that 
“ the accounts have not been fairly laid before tliem, or before the public, of the 
“ receipts and expenditure?” and his answer to that is, “ That is one, of the com- 
“ plaints made.” He is then asked, “Are the trustees directed by Act of Par- 
“ liament to publish their accounts annually?” — “ I believe they are.” — “ And that 
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“ has not been done?” — “ Not to my knowledge ; I heard that there was a book 
“ published, stating their expenses, but I could not get it. I sent a person to 
“ Carlow to get it, and he said 1 could not get it, because they had been bought up. 
“ The Memorandum I now hand to the Committee is the only account I could get." 
Will you look at that Memorandum, and state whether it is one which has passed 
the Board of Trustees? — [The Memorandum was handed to the IVitness, who in- 
spected it.] I should think it is. The account stated here by Act of Parliament 
is 1,046/. 4^. and 83/. 175-. (id., which is, I believe, something about what 
I stated. 

1595. It is stated here, that officers’ salaries amounted to 243/. i8^. \di\ can 
you give the Committee the detail of those salaries? — This account is so imperfect 
as presented here, from want of date, that you can make nothing of it ; you can- 
not tell for what period those officers’ salaries are charged ; but I can speak from 
recollection, that the officers’ salaries on that road, by calculation made the last 
Board day, had amounted, previous to the dismissal of Mr. Dargan, to about 
400/. a year. The reason that I recollect it well is, that by a comparison of 
that line in the way of expenditure with the road from Carlow to Kilcullen, 
I ascertained that there was as much annually paid for salaries to officers on the 
Blessington and Baltinglass Trust as we had for the repairs annually per mile on 
the Kilcullen and Carlow Trust, and that has amounted to full 10/. per mile. 

1596. What duties did those officers perform for that amount of salary? — One 
of them was a treasurer ; he had about 100/. a year, which was- a very needless 
payment, for it appeared by the accounts that he never had any money in his hands ; 
he w'as a most useless officer to that Trust. 

1597. What was the duty of the secretary? — -The secretary kept the accounts, 
and checked the delivery of stones, and measured and weighed in the absence of 
that surveyor to whom we paid another 100/. a year. He was bred to military 
life ; I believe he was a half-pay officer, a gentleman, and he knew nothing what- 
ever about those affairs previous to his appointment to this Trust. But however 
he, in the absence of the surveyor, did his duty, I believe, gratuitously ; and it was 
he that measured the loads of stones, and reported upon their delivery ; and it was 
upon his certificate, and not upon Mr. Dargan’s, that the stones were paid for. 

3598. What should you think the duty of a secretary of a Turnpike Trust to 
be? — Very trifling; to attend the meetings and keep the public books; but where 
there was a surveyor, I do not think that the secretary should have had anything at 
all to do with the expenditurd of the money. 

1599. Although the treasurer had no money actually in bis hands to keep, must 
be not have been put to considerable trouble in passing the notes to which you have 
referred, and in keeping the accounts? — I have not a doubt of it. 

i6'oo. So far the treasurer earned his money, did he not? — He did some duty, 
no doubt. 

1601. Did not this Blessington Act apply to a new line of road ? — Yes, it did. 

1602. Do you conceive this line of road to be the best line of road that could 
have been devised ? — In some parts I really believe it is, in other parts it is very 
imperfect. 

1603. The question alludes to the part at Tallaght Hill ?— Tallaght Hill is a very 
high hill ujDon the old road, nearly insurmountable; but by the arrangements of the 
new line, they have contrived to run up the hill on the opposite side of the glen, 
and brought the new road to a considerably greater elevation than the old road on 
tlie opposite side, and you positively now, from the new and improved line, look 
dawn on the top of the hill of the old road. 

1604. Though it may be as high, in fact, as the old road when you arrive at the 
summit, is not the ascent spread out over greater space ?~-It is. 

1605. In so much it is better on the old line? — I do not think it is; it is easier 
done, but it is an extended hill both up and down on both sides. 

1606. Could the valley have been taken better? — I think there might have been 
an intermediate line, but I am not competent to give an opinion upon it, except that 
we now get to a higher degree by far than we did upon the old road. 

1 607. Do you, as trustee of the Blessington Road, charge a toll upon manure ? — 
i cannot say; this Act of Parliament, which cost us 1,000/. and upwards, is so 
imperlect, that we are at present in a state of litigation with the different farmers 
upon the load ; we are now going to try an action whether potatoes and corn, and 
so forth, are free of toll or otherwise; and this Act is also so imperfect, that it is 
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quite doubtful, particularly with the trustees, whether we have liberty to go. in and 
dig gravel and stones, and so forth, for the support of the road. 

1608. It is stated by a Witness, Mr. Robert Smith, who was examined on 
this Act of Parliament, that in a provision in the Act, by substituting the word and 
for the word or, there is a double house-tax levied^ and also a turnpike toll established 
upon that road, so that the farmers on the end of the road nearest to Dublin 
pay a house-tax by the former Act, and they pay a turnpike tax by the present 
Act ; is that the case ? — I have not heard the objection made at any Board that 
I have attended. 

1609. Did the trustees of the Blessington Road at any time establish a gate 
within the liberties of Dublin, which they afterwards removed? — They did. 

1610. For what reasons did they remove that gate? — They have put one in a 
more advantageous situation ; it was objected to. 

161.1. Do you conceive that you have a power under your Act Lo place gates in 
any part of your road that you please? — Yes. 

1612. Even in the liberties of Dublin? — I believe we have, except within certain 
bounds. 

1613. You mentioned that the Board wished to borrow a sum of 2,000/. ; w'as 
that sum so wished to be borrowed to be expended in altering the line of road, in 
making a new line, cutting down hills and filling up hollow's; or was it merely for 
the purpose of the common darning repairs upon the line? — Tlie idea was to 
expend 400/. a mile, which amounted to 2,800/., on the seven miles of road next to 
Dublin ; the object of which was to widen, I fancy, that road. 

1614. Was not the object of borrowing that sum of money to lay out on that 
number of miles principally to make passable, and to put in a state of repair, that 
part of the road, the county of Dublin not contributing to the repair of the road as 
the county of Wicklow did ? — It was not so stated, but I dare say it was the 
intention. 

1615. In point of fact, was not that portion of the road in a much worse state 
than the other? — I think it was as to breadth. 

1616. Was it not as to surface ? — The surface of that part of the road was rather 
better than in any part of it. 

1617. Therefore that expenditure of money could only have been in your view 
to widen and improve the road in various other w'ays? — Certainly. 

1618. But not to improve the surface ? — Not to improve the surface. 

1619. Was it on that principle that you objected to the borrowing of the money ? 
— My object in opposing the borrowing of the money by the Trust was tliis, that 
I think where there are .50/. a mile of public money, which is more than is absolutely 
necessary for the repairs of the road, if there was due attention paid to the 
economical use of that revenue, there would very soon a fund accumulate, which 
would by degrees make all the necessary improvements to make that a good, 
sufficient and secure road, without borrowing money at interest, and involving us in 
an expenditure that I do not think was immediately necessary. 

1 620. W as not this the case of a new road which was to be put in a certain state 
of repair, the expense of repairing which would have been subsequently nmcli less 
than tlie original expense, mei'ely that of keeping it in that fit and proper condition 
for a coach to travel upon? — I think that the funds of the road would have put it 
into- that repair, if there was an economical use of them ; the very circumstance of 
400/. a year being paid in salaries, for instance; and I do maintain, that the whole 
of those duties would iiave been better performed by a capable person for 100/. 
a year ; then the very 300/. a year that would be saved on that item of salaries 
alone would have made the necessary repairs. 

1621. In point of fact, is not the road now in a far better state of repair than it 
was previous to the outlay of this money, and the appointment of those officers? — - 
Infinitely better; but the outlay upon that road has been nearly 40,000/. 

1622. What is the distance? — I suppose about forty British miles. 

1623. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee the length of time 
during which you suppose that sum to have been in the course of expenditure ? — 

I suppose about ten or twelve years. 

1 624. How long has it been a turnpike road ? — The gates have been on the road 
between two and three years. 

1625. So that the great expense of the road has been on the grand jury 
system? — Yes. I think I heard stated, that the county of Wicklow had given 
S!x or seven and twenty thousand pounds towards it. 
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Peter Ptiyccll, 1626. Youv first complaint is of the Act of Parliament, is it not? — I only make 
Esq. the same complaint that 1 have heard made to the trustees at the Board, that it is 
’ imperfect. 

13 May, 1627. Are you aware who drew out the Act? — I believe the Act was obtained 

^ ' here through some London solicitor ; I fancy the same people who obtained the Acts 
of Parliament for Lord Downshire in the North of Ireland, and that it is nearly a 
transcript of those Acts, merely changing the names. 

1628. As a trustee, did you not conceive it right to inquire not only into the 
clauses of the Act, but into the money expended on getting that Act? — I never 
attended the Boards to look into those things until last November, when I heard of 
the abuses that were existing, except on the day 1 was sworn in as a trustee, 
and that the road was, like most other turnpike roads in Ireland, although in its 
infancy, growing into an overwhelming state of debt, that induced me to attend; 
for I paid tolls on that road of between three and four hundred pounds a year, and 
I thought, under those circumstances, I was well entitled to look into the affairs, 
particularly when the coach proprietors on the road stated to me, that tliey could 
not go on, from the imperfect state it Was in. 

1629. Do not the trustees annually meet, and have the accounts submitted to 
them ? — They meet three or four times a year. 

1630. Are not the accounts annually submitted to them? — They are. 

1631. Have you seen those accounts? — I have seen those accounts. 

1632. Have you brought them with you? — No, I have not. 

1633. Your complaint of this Trust is, that they propose to borrow money? — 
Yes, and I think the money is badly spent in every way; that the materials are 
badly selected and badly broken ; that there is far too high a price paid for them on 
every occasion ; and that I do not think there is sufficient care and scrutiny used by 
the officers whom we have paid, in seeing those materials delivered and expended on 
the road. 

1634. You have stated three classes of officers, the secretary, the treasurer and 
the surveyor employed on the Blessington Road, and you have alluded to another 
road, the Kilcullen, of which you say you are a trustee; have you upon that road 
the same number of officers, and the same description of officers as upon the 
other? — We have two only upon the Kilcullen Road; about sixty or seventy pounds 
are paid to officers there. 

1635. What are the names of those officers? — One is secretary or clerk, and the 
other is treasurer. 

1636. Will you state the amount of salaries paid on that road? — I think it is 
70/. a year; 60/. a year to one, and 10/. a year to the other. 

1637. On the Blessington Road how much do you state to be the sum expended 
on salaries? — On the Blessington Road the salaries amounted to nearly 400/.; the 
three officers got nearly 300/., and there were some supervisors and surveyors who 
got something, of which 1 do not recollect the amount. 

1638. You are stating general complaints of the road? — Yes. 

1639. you conceive those complaints to be very general, and to be felt by 
the people all along the Road? — I do; and those complaints I do conceive are well 
founded. 

1640. You are a trustee on the Kilcullen Road? — I am. 

In point of fact, you have carriages on the Kilcullen Road? — I have. 

1642. Have you a greater interest on the one road than on the other? — I have 
more coaches on the Kilcullen Road than on the Blessington. 

1643. Ihen your interest would be to favour the Kilcullen Road more than the 
Blessington? — Not in the least; I am well aware of the feeling of several of the 
Board upon that subject, for they have expressed themselves so to me at the Board, 
and they did suppose so. The fact is exactly the contrary; my feeling is most par- 
ticularly to establish the Baltinglass and Blessington Road, as far as I possibly 
could. So long ago as twenty years I contracted with the then Postmaster General 
to run a mail on that road the very moment it was put in a sufficient state of 
repair. 

1^44. Then the sooner that road is put in a sufficient state of repair the sooner 
will you be enabled to run a mail upon it with advantage to yourself? — Most 
unquestionably; I am anxious to do it, because it is a road on which there is no 
n^lit coach whatever. On the Kilcullen Road I have two night coaches, the 
Waterford mail and the Cork mail, which are in fact running against each other. 
Inis makes me anxious to have a new line opened for the operations by night 
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upon that road, which I dare say would make a dilFcrence to me personally of a great JPrter Purcell, 
many hundreds a year. 

1645. Have you an establishment of coaches on both roads? — Yes. 

164b. It would be no sort of inconvenience to you to transfer your coaches from 
one road to another, would it? — Quite the contrary. 

1647. What is the amount of toll that you pay to the Plessington Trust a year ? 

— Three hundred and fifty pounds a year. 

1648. Would it not be a great object to the Blessington Trust to get the tolls of 
the mail-coach? — It would. 

1649. Were not proposals made for keeping this Blessington Road in repair? — 

There were ; those proposals were put in generally by the people who have been, 
and now are, in the habit of delivering broken stones by contract ; and they put in 
such enormous demands that they could not be entertained. 

1650. Do you recollect what the demands were ?*— Some of them 60 and 70 
a mile. 

1651. It was not their object that you should repair the road by contract, was 
it? — Not at all ; they like the way we repair it now ; every man upon the road likes 
it considerably. 

1652. Were there any so low as 35/. ? — Some were ; some of the proposals were 
very low indeed. I was most anxious that it should be done by contract in that 
way, by the mile ; and I am certain that the only way to do it, is to divide it among 
the farmers, giving them one mile or two miles, according to the gravel pits ; and 
they can do it better, and with more economy, than other people ; and you have 
the security in your own hands, of not paying them their contract price unless a 
certain proportion of the trustees, two or three, certify that the road is in good 
order. That is the best security you can have. 

1653. Do you know that part of the road which is near Poolapuca? — I do. 

ifi54. Do you conceive that the original gravelling of that road was so badly 

done, as to entail a constant source of expense ? — I certainly think it was ; but I do 
not think that there was a mile of that road properly made. 

1655. Was it not covered by soft sand ? — Generally the repairs were carried on 
by the employment of bad materials, and not a sufficient quantity used. 

1656. Can good materials be obtained? — As good as possible; there are as good 
materials on that road as on any in Ireland. 

1657. Then you conceive that the putting on of bad materials was the cause of 
the bad state of the road ever since? — I do; repairs are eternally going on; it is 
not permanent. They do not screen it properly, so that it is literally drawing on 
mud and drawing oft' mud; for this gravel is not properly screened ; the consequence 
is, that what they draw on to-day they draw off to-morrow. 

1658. Do they ever employ an engineer? — Mr. Dargan is professedly an 
engineer. 

1659. Did not that engineer give directions as to the materials to be employed ? — 

He may have done ; but bis directions were not attended to, if he gave them. 

i6bo. Still he received bis salary? — Still he received his salary. 

1 661 . Can you state upon what articles toll is charged ? — Upon every thing. The 
Schedule of the Act will immediately show what those articles are. 

1662. Hay and potatoes? — That is disputed, 

1O63, Do they levy a toll upon those? — On the Dublin end of the road 1 fancy 
they have given it up. 

1664. Was there not considerable expense, on setting out at first, in building toll- 
houses and various other necessary expenses Considerable. 

1665. Which will account for a considerable portion of the debt? — Yes; I dare 
say the accounts will show that. 

1666. Then the principal complaint against the trustees, is the not having the 
accounts properly detailed, and the expense at which the road is repaired ? — Exactly, 
and the state in which the road is. 

1667. But you do not find fault with them as regards the debt which has been 
incurred ; you do not attribute it to the neglect or fault of the trustees ? — I attribute 
it to the mismanagement of the trustees, because, if the road was in a good and suf- 
ficient state of repair, perhaps the expenditure would not appear to me to be so 
great ; but when I consider the state the road is in, tliere must have been gross 
mismanagement to have expended the large sum of money which has been charged, 
and to have it in the state that it now is in. 
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1668. Has theexpenditure been about 50/. a mile ? — The receipts are about that* 
besides, when I speak of 50I. a mile, I speak of that produced by the annual current 
income; I do not allude to their debt of 3,000/. which has accrued since the period 
that the toll-gates were established. 

1 669. How much a mile is expended on the Kilcullen line ? — Not 1 1 /. a mile for 
repairs. 

1 670. So that while 1 1 /. a mile is expended on one line, 50/. a mile is expended 
on tlie otlier, according to the account.s'i' — Yes. 

1671. Do you recollect how wide the road is, in the part where they propose to 
extend the breadth of it ? — I dare say 25 feet ; it is a very narrow road. I have no 
doubt that considerable improvement might be made upon that road ; but what 
I object to is, the borrowing of money at interest, and putting it into the hands of the 
same people for expenditure. 

1672. Do you conceive that it would be necessary to make that part of the road 
much wider than the other part of it ? — No ; but I think it should be as wide as the 
rest of the road, and I think it would be of great public advantage to widen it, and 
a necessary improvement. 

1673. Do you mean that that part of the road is not so wide as the other part of 
it Yes. 

1674. How wide is the other part of the road? — I should suppose all about 
forty feet ; the new road. 

1675. Should you propose that this Act should be amended? — That was what 
I proposed at the Board, but they preferred going to law and trying an action. 

1676. Why did the trustees borrow money at six per cent., when you told them 
that tliey could borrow at less interest? — I was immediately' answered in this way, 
that the resolution had been agreed to at the former Board, that the debentures had 
been drawn out, and that it was too late then to alter it. I had not been at the 
previous Board, where the money w'as agreed to be borrowed ; the only information 
I had upon the subject was the laying down of the debentures. 

1 677. Do you feel quite convinced that the money might have been borrowed at 
smaller interest? — Yes; 1 would myself have been very glad to lend them the 
money at four per cent, and I was sorry afterwards that I had not proposed to do it 
at that rate. 

1 678. Do you know from whom it was borrowed ? — From General Saunders, one 
of the trustees. 

1679* You have said that 11/. a mile was about the rate of expenditure for 
repairing the Kilcullen Road ; and upon this Road, the Blessington Road, 400/. 
was expended on salaries ; that would be nearly 10/. a mile on the whole road, 
would it not?- — Yes, about that; I stated at the Blessington meeting, that we 
were paying as much for salaries as the Kilcullen trustees were paying for repairs. 

1680. Is this road in such a state that you could run a mail-coach upon it, 
according to your contract? — It is not. 

1681. With the expenditure of the 2,000 /. upon it, how soon do you suppose that 
it could be placed in such a state as to allow you to run a coach upon it, with the 
pi'oper expenditure of that money? — 1 should think in the course of one vear. 
I think the expenditure of 300/. or 400/., well applied, between the town of 
Fallaght and Dublin, would put that road in a secure situation enough for a night 
coach to go on it. 

16S3. Do you think that the present receipt of the tolls, if properly expended, 
Within one year, would put the road into sufficient repair, without the borrowing of 
any money to add to it ? — I am quite certain of it. 

16B3. Have you any coaches on the road from Dublin to Kilcullen Green? — 
I have. 

'' — ^ **^^‘*^ coaches. 

1085. How many years have you been engaged on that line ? — About twenty-tvvo. 

1686. What has been the state of repair of that road during that period ?— 

ITom Kilcullen to Dublin it has invariably been in a most neglected state, and the 
cause ot great complaint by myself and most people who travelled on it during the 
whole of that period. - r i t. 

1687. What were the principal subjects of complaint of the road? — Badly 
lormcd, not in any part of it drained, or any attempt to drain it, the materials 
badly applied ; very few parts of it have ever been properly formed ; and the quan- 
1 y or wet and mud that has been allowed to lie upon it made the wear and tear 

both 
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both of horses, carriages and harness a great deal more than they reasonably should Peter- Purctll, 
have been upon any tolerable road. Esq. 

1688. Do you know the Act of Parliament under which that road is managed ?— 

I do. May, 

1689. Is that the 33d of George III. r — It is. 

1690. Is the road managed by trustees? — It is not. 

1691. How is it managed? — 'It is managed by an individual, Captain George 
Taylor. 

1 692. In referring to the Act, it appears that the tolls are vested in Captain Taylor 
and his brother for fifty years, subject to the conditions thereinafter mentioned ; and 
amongst those conditions, he was to pay off a very considerable debt, he was to put 
the road in a good state of repair, to lower hills, to drain it and improve it, under a 
penalty of 20,000 if those conditions were not complied with; and for the first 
five years after the passing of that Act, it gave him, in consideration of the large 
outlay that it was supposed he would make, an addition of ^d. a horse drawing 
public conveyances; do you pay that4i/. a horse? — He has the power of charging 
this penal sum, but whether it is now paid or not I do not recollect. 

1693. Do you conceive, looking at tlie terms of the Act under which he got the 
monopoly of this road, that he has complied with those terms? — I do not. 

1694. You have known the road about 22 years; have you known any large out- 
lay of money by Mr. Taylor in the improvement of that road ? — There has not been 
any such thing done in any one case. 

1695. Within the 22 years that you have known that road, has Mr. Taylor 
lowered any hill? — During the whole of that period, as far as my recollection serves 
me, he cut down two hills ; one of them was at a place called Silliot Hill, about 
the )gth mile-stone; he took advantage of the building of the barrack at New 
Bridge, and as this hill was composed of good quarry stone, he sold the stone to 
the contractor ; and I suppose, for the period of three years, he continued by degrees 
taking away this hill as the stones were required for rebuilding elsewhere. 

1696. Did that endanger the safety of traveller's during that period ? — Most 
exceedingly. 

1697. Have you known any other hill which Mr. Taylor has lowered ? — He cut 
away, within these few years (four or five years,) a hill near the town of Rathcoole, it 
may be perhaps 600 or 700 yards ; and I am quite satisfied, from my recollection, 
that from the time he commenced it to the present day, (and it is now quite un- 
finished,) eight or ten years have elapsed. 

1698. What might be, in your opinion, the expense that ought to be incurred 
upon such an improvement?' — Between 200/, and 300/. 

1699. In what time do you think it might have been accomplished ? — I suppose 
there, with the difficulties of bad horses and bad carts that are applied for those 
purposes, in perhaps about two months. 

1700. What is the breadth of the road in that part where the hill is now lower- 
ing? — About 20 feet for carriages now to pass, he has left perhaps 20 feet more of 
the old road in existence. 

1701. When the whole work is completed, what will the breadth of the road be? 

' — I suppose 40 feet; but I believe he will never do it; he has no intention of 
doing it. 

1 702. Do you know of any other hill that has been lowered ? — He has cut away 
a considerable quantity off the top of Kilcullen Hill, as you go down to the town; 
he has lowered that part where the turnpike is ; this hill having been composed of 
limestone gravel. 

1703. Did he not lower the road at Corkagh Wall? — He took it away because it 
was limestone along the wall. 

1704. Is that part of the road properly fenced at Mr. Findley’s? — No; there is 
a great deal of the road that is not fenced at all, or that is very improperly fenced ; 
he has built a little mud wall, perhaps two feet high, or three feet high, in places 
where there are precipices of 20 feet deep ; that is the protection that he has given 
to travellers. 

1705. Is the road scraped in winter time? — It is occasionally, perhaps once or 
twice in the year ; and when he does scrape it, he is generally in the habit of scrap- 
ing the mud to the sides, about 10 or 12 feet wide, which leaves a sort of drain 
that fills up with water, which you have to drive through; and then when a frost 
comes, you have an embankment on each side for the horses to roll over with the 
coaches. I have been in the habit of writing to Taylor once or twice a yeai^ 

® 45 * II 4 when 
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when it got extremely bad, when it came to be five or six inches deep in mud, and 
requesting him to give the road one of his scrapings, which I thought I was 
entitled to do, paying him 843/. 5 9 </. annually for tolls; and on one of them 

he sent me back this answer : I wrote to him to say, that I had every inclination not 
to give him any unnecessary trouble, but that I requested he would at that period 
give the Kilcullcn Road one of his annual scrapings ; and his answer to me was in 
these words : this is his Letter : “ Dublin, Cth November 1 830. — Dear Sir, You can 
“ serve me much, being assured of your kind disposition, by preventing the rain 
“ falling on the road. Yours truly, George Taylor." I had nothing but an intention 
to serve him, and not to give him unnecessary trouble. 

1 706. Are there plenty of materials to be got along the road ? — Plenty of 
materials. 

1707. It is stated in the Returns, that the materials are at an average distance of 
two miles; do you think that to be correct ?— One I should think to be about the 
proportion, taking the measurement from the pits to the place where he would deliver 
them. 

1708. Do not the materials wear out much more in consequence of the method 
in which they are put upon the road? — I was quite of that opinion ; so much so 
that not having had much intercourse with Taylor himself, I applied to his son, who 
is an officer in the Paving Board of the city of Dublin, and who is from his situation 
very conversant with the management of roads, from the Macadamizing of cities, to 
request that he would interfere about the road for his father’s sake, and have it 
scraped, and have it properly attended to. His answer to me was, that his father 
was convinced, and of a determined opinion, that the road was greatly saved in wear 
and tear by permitting the mud to lie on it, and for that reason he could not prevail 
upon him to scrape it. 

1709. From your experience of roads, are you of opinion, that if that road was 
managed in the improved manner in which roads are now managed, the expense 
would be less ? — A great deal less. 

1710. What is the length of the road from Dublin to Kilcullen Green ? — It is 
21 Irish miles. 

1711. It appears by tbe Returns furnished by Mr. Taylor, that the expense 

amounted to 2,452/, 15 6-|d. ; it also appears in the same Return, that the 

gross receipts on that road during the year 1831 amounted to 5,006 /. 8^. 6 J.; can 
you tell the Committee what became of the balance between the 2,000 /. and the 
5,000/.? — That is what I conceive to be the profit in his pocket, that legitimately 
should be expended on the road, if necessary, which is not; and even the sum de» 
tailed to the Committee there as expended, (which perhaps it may be ; I do not know 
to the contrary) is so badly expended that the public are very ill treated in that case. 
To show the Committee even the cflfect of some people making themselves active 
about it since this Committee has been sitting, it can be proved by every roan that 
travels the road, that there has been more repair of the road, and more expended 
on it, than for three years back ; they have been scraping, not only the mud off 
it, but the dust. 

1 71 2. In answer to one of the queries sent by this Committee to Mr. Taylor, it is 
stated, “ that 9,000 L, late currency, is secured by a perpetual lien on the tolls, w'ith 
“ interest at five per cent, per annum, which has been regularly paid. There is also 

a sum of 10,000 /. that may be considered as a debt on the road, being so much 

money advanced by the contractors, and expended by them in cutting down bills 

and filling up hollows, improvements not obligatory on them, but of considerable 

benefit to the public, and which if not done by an advance of money on the part 
*' contractors, could be effected only by a further mortgage of the tolls.” From 

whal you have .staled, it would appear that no such sum as 1 0,000 /. could have 
been expended on cutting down hills and so forth?— Most undoubtedly not. 

1713. Are you of opinion, on the whole, from the manner in which this road has 
been managed, and from the present stale of it, that there are sufficient grounds for 
petitioning the Chancellor to carry into effect the remedy the law provides for mis- 
nianagementr I am so certain of it, that I would have undertaken it myself, as an 
individual much interested in the thing, long since; but I am deterred by the diffi- 
cu ties of encountering a suit in the Court of Chancery, and the treble costs that 
aie by th^ Act entailed upon a plaintiff if he fails in making out his case, 

17*4* Do you think it probable that any individual will ever have recourse, on 
his own responsibility, to that remedy?— Never ; there is no individual interested in 
the way that I am, 

1715. Then 
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1715. Then the only remedy can be, by the Government, on the part of the public, Peter Purcell, 
proceedm" in the Court of Chancery by petition against Mr. Taylor? — I am quite 
sure of it. I applied to the Duke of Richmond within this year, through the Post- 
office of Dublin, to undertake the prosecution that is now mentioned ; and the reply 
given to me was, that it was a case that must rest with the individual, that the law 
was open to me if I felt injured, and that I should undertake it myself. 

i7t6. Suppose the Post-office interfered and effected a complete reformation, 
would not the contractors of mail-coaches be placed in a situation to do the public 
duty at a less expense? — I do not think that we should be able to do it at a much 
less expense ; I do not want to exonerate myself, because I am concerned in mails, 
but I think we should be able, with greater profit to ourselves, to accelerate the 
mails to the same pace they are now in England, if you give us equal roads; but 
1 think, with the want of that steady commercial intercourse in Ireland which is 
attached to the mail-coaciies in England, we cannot expect for a great many years 
to compete with England ; and therefore I do not think that we could run the mail- 
coaches at the same contract prices as they do in England from that cause. 

1717. But your profits are of course equal to your expenses ?—If we had good 
roads, I think intercourse would be increased by the facility we would give to com- 
munication by faster and better travelling, and increase our profits. 

1718. From the knowledge you have of the funds of Turnpike Trusts, do you 
think them sufficient, under proper management, to bring the roads to a proper 
state? — Every 'i'lust that I ever had any knowledge of, would quite warrant me in 
coming to that opinion, that their means are ample. 

1719. But their mismanagement exceedingly great? — Yes. 

1720. Do you know the sums paid by Mr. Taylor, in contracts, for the repairs 
of this road.'' — I do not know', except of one contract that lie had two or three 
years ago ; whether that contract is in existence now or not, T cannot say. It was 
with a man of the name of Ennis ; it was for the l epairs of the road from Kil- 
cullen Bridge to Kilcullen Green, which might be in distance about a mile and 
a half or a mile and three quarters; and for that distance Ennis told me that 
Captain Taylor paid him 13/. a year, that he considered that too high, and that he 
had taken the contract fi'om him, or was about to do so. 

1721. How many horses have you engaged at w’ork upon this road ? — Between 
two and three hundred. 

1722. Do you find the wear and tear of harness on this road to be greater than 
on other roads ; on the Northern Road, for instance ? — Ido, much greater. 

1723. Suppose that the roads in Ireland were assimilated to the road from Dublin 
to Howth, wdiat diflerence do you think it would make in the wear and tear of 
horses and harness and carriages? — I think six horses would do as mud) work with 
greater facility, at the increased rate of travelling on the Howth Road, and last 
longer than eight do at present. 

1724. Is the sum paid to the Commissioners on the Ilowib Road 100/. per mile? 

— I believe it is. 

1725. Do you know whether the Howth Commissioners spend tlie 100/. per 
mile upon liiat road ? — I do not know the circumstances at all. 

1726. Are you aware wliether the sum of 100/. a mile is expended on other roads 
in Ireland, of the state of which you complain? — I perceive by this account of 
Taylor’s that he charges at the rate of 1 00 /. a mile for this very imperfect road that 
I complain of; he state.s 2,450/. to be the expenditure on 21 miles. 

1727. Have you any coaches on the Limerick line of road? — I have not. 

1728. Do you know whether the Limerick line of road is subject to the same 
monopoly which you describe the Kilcullen line of road to be ? — 1 believe the tolls 
would be much greater than even on the Kilcullen line; the penal toll upon horses 
drawing carriages carrying for hire from Naas to Limerick, I believe, is higher than 
Irom Kilcullen to Dublin, as charged by Taylor. 

1 729. Is that in the management of an individual ? — It is. 

1730. And similarly circumstanced with regard to the clauses in the Act as the 
Kilcullen Road ? — It is. 

1731- Do you know whether on this Kilcullen lino of road horses going to the 
forge, or corn, or straw, or manure, or implements of hushandrv are charged? — 

I do not. 

1732. Have you been enabled to consider what the respective merits and de- 
merits are of the different systems of repairing the roaris in Ireland, that which is 
done under the system of presentment by grand jury, and that done under the 

^ 45 - s turnpike^ 
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turnpike system? — I think that they are both, as now executed, most objectionable- 
it would be very difficult to say which was the most objectionable. ’ 

1733. You consider them both very objectionable ? — Very objectionable. 

1734. Which do you consider most extravagant? — I think the presentments are 
more to be complained of than even the turnpikes. 

1735. Have you considered of any plan, by means of a Board of Commissioners 
or otherwise, that could obviate the objections which you have to both those systems? 
— That is the remedy that I should propose, that there should be a Board of Com- 
missioners living in Dublin, composed of engineers and people of capacity in that 
way, practical people. 

1736. And that you conceive would give better roads, and on a much cheaper 
principle? — I am quite satisfied, that if all the Trusts in Ireland payino the sums 
they now do, were consolidated and made into a general fund for the support of the 
main lines throughout Ireland, there would be an ample provision to give you <^ood 
and sufficient roads ; facility for getting materials on every road in Ireland is such 
that it can be done at so much less cost comparatively than any road in England. * 

1 737. From what you have seen of the defective state of the management of 
Turnpike Trusts, do you conceive that the public roads managed by grand juries 
are better than the roads managed by Turnpike Trusts?— I do not think that 
they are. 

1738. As a coach proprietor paying so much toll, do you conceive that your in- 
terest would be benefited if you paid a less toll, and a certain rate were taken out of 
the county presentments ; do you conceive that by the management of the county 
presentments you would be injured in the keeping of the road ? — I should prefer 
paying as much toll as I am now paying, and a great increase of toll, if I could 
in any way secure to myself a good road. 

1739. What sum do you annually pay in toll.?— I pay about 2,800/. a year. 

1740. Do you know the Trust from Tbomas-town to Shankbill ? — I do. 

1741. Are you a trustee of that road? — I am. 

1742. Have you coaches on it? — I have. 

1743- what state of repair is that road at present? — Very imperfect. 

1 744. Have the trustees made any improvements on that road within this some 
time past?— During the whole period of the Act of Parliament, which I under- 
stand is expired and has been renewed this Session, the improvements have been 
very few ; I do not think that 1,000/. has been expended in the way of improve- 
ments during the whole of the period, which I believe was 21 years. 

^ 745* What was the amount of toll levied on that road ? — Something about 700/. 
a year for the last five years. ° 

1746. For how many miles ? — Thirty. 

1747. Do you conceive that 100/. a year, properly expended, ought to keep that 
road in good repair ? — I do. 

1748. Have you attended any of the meetings of the trustees ?~Not for several 
years. 



; as me 



1749- know whether the new Act contains the same provisions 

old Act did ? — I dare say it does. 

1750. Do you attribute the mismanagement of the road to the clauses of that 
Act, or to the conduct of the trustees? — I think there is an inertness on the part of 
the trustees; they want capable people to manage it for them. 

175'- Is Samuel Duke the only public person among them? — He is: he is an 
apothecary in Thomas Town. 

1752. One of the queries here is, of the number of trustees attending the Board 
of frustees; the answer is, “ Michael Willard, of the Corporation of Waterford;” 
IS he a contractor? — I should think he is a contractor, from that answer. 

• ’ .1 of materials used on that road, it 

IS stated, Ihe best materials that could be procured;” do you conceive tliey are 
the best materia s that could be procured?— I really do not think on that Trust that 
y cou nd bad materials ; the finest hard limestone quarry is on that road. 



y - — ,jlj uiut luau. 

'Z54' .Are there any facts that you wish to state to the Committee with regard to 
..■—I have only to say, that it is an objectionable thing to renew 

of this . U..4. U : j rr-i ® 



the ShankhiU Trust . „„„ ,„at it is an ol 

the Act in the face of this Committee ; but it is renewed. There was a 'great deal 
havbiir'^that^W.^t Kilkenny, who is greatly interested in 

it hut Tiff'll'^ S°°‘* fepaiF, and he petitioned in some way against 

tt , hut how It all fell to the ground I am not aware, or how the Bill passed. 
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R. MORE OTERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Peter Purcell, Esq. called in j and further Examined. 

1755. IN your Examination of yesterday, you stated the Blessington Road to Peter Purcell 
be in a bad state of repair at present, and that it had been so as long' as you have Eso. ' 
known the road ? — I did. . 

] 756. When the Blessington Road was first designed, at whose expense was the *3 
work executed ?— At the expense of the grand jury of the county of Wicklow. . 

1757. Was there any resolution of the grand jury, you are aware of, for not 

paying the sums of money that were to be levied for that road, until they received 
a certificate from the trustees of the road, that the contractor was ready to give it 
up in a perfect state and leave it in perfect order ? — During one year after the road 
was completed, Mr. Dargan obtained a contract to keep it in thorough repair for 
a certain period, I believe one year ; there was a large sum of money voted for this 
purpose, it being a new road ; and at the end of that period the trustees took it 
into their own hands, so that I should pi'esume it was in perfect order when he gave 
up the care of it. ° 

1758. Was that since the period he gave up the care of it that the debt has 
amounted to the present sum ? — Entirely. 

1759. Do you conceive the cause of the heavy debt to be in consequence of the 
road being a new road, and requiring a larger sum to keep it up than if it had been 
a road formed for some years? — Yes, I think it would require a larger sum. 

1760. Is that the way you account for the debt being on it? — No; the way 
I account for its debt and its present situation of bad repair is, that I think contracts 
originally executed were done very badly. 

1761. Did you object, as one of the trustees, to certify to the grand jury, that 
the contract had been well performed? — I did not attend the Board at that period. 

1762. In point of fact, did the trustees certify to the grand jury, that the con- 
tractors had performed their duty, and had got the road up into a good state ?— 

I believe they did. 

1763. Can you state the year in which you believe the road to have been com- 
pleted ? — No, I cannot. 

1764. Was it fifteen years ago? — No, I should think about three or four years 
ago, when tliey gave it up. 

1765. The Turnpike Act was got three years ago ? — It was not put in force till 
some time afterwards. 

1766. How long has that line of road been in existence ? — The tolls have only 
been collected on it within two years. 

17C7. Was not there a line of road maintained by grand jury presentment for 
some years? — Yes, for many, many years. 

1768. It is not a new road, but an old road repaired under the new system? 

Yes, and some new lines formed through it. 

1 769. When you say, a road made by the grand jury, you mean by grand jury 
presentments ? — Yes, I do. 

1770. Have you got an establishment on the road from Dublin to Ashbourne ? 

I have. 

1771. How many coaches have you upon that line of road? — Five or six 
coaches. 

1772. How long have they been running upon that road? — I do not recollect 
how many years exactly. 

1773. It is the new line of road? — Yes. 

1774. On what line did they travel previous to being placed on that line ? On 

the line under the Dunleer Trust. 

1775- What induced you to change the coaches from the old road to the new 
line ? — The new line was more level, and held out the inducement of oavin^ 
less toll. “ 

1776. Were there turnpikes on the road when you first established your coaches 
upon it ? — One. 

^45- s 2 1777. Have 
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1777. Have turiij5ifces been since placed on that road? — Yes, one more. 

1778. Will you state under what circumstances a second turnpike was placed on 
that road?— There was a new Act obtained at the instance of the county of Meath 
grand jury, which was to extend from the seventh mile-stone near Dublin to the 
town of Drogheda. 

1779. Do you allude to the 7th & 8th of George the Fourth? — I do. 

1 780. Do you conceive that Act to be a useful Act ? — I do. 

1781. Do you conceive its provisions useful to the public r — Ido. 

17S2. Does that Act give a monopoly of any part of that toad to Mr. Bourne?— 
It gives him a more extended monopoly than he enjoyed at first under the original 
Act of the Southern Division of the Ashbourne Road. “ 

1783. If it gives him a more extended monopoly, you cannot approve of the 

provisions of the Act ?— I do not, so far as that goes ; but as to the general pro- 
vision of turnpikes, I feel otherwise. ^ 

1784. On the Southern Division of the Ashbourne Road, it appears by the 

Returns to the House of Commons, that the salaries amount to 407 ?, i8j., at the 
rate of 2oI. a mile ; do you conceive that the public receive value from those public 
officers for the amount of salary received? — Yes; on referring to the account 
furnished by the Ashbourne and Drogbeda Trust, it appears that there is a charge 
for salaries to the different officers of about 20 /. a mile. ^ 

1785. Do you conceive that the public receive value for that sum ?— They cer- 
tainly do not; for a great proportion of the tolls, nearly amounting to one-half, or 
fully one-half, is expended in salaries and incidental expenses ; so that, out of 
13,000?. not above one-half is expended in the repair of the road. 

1786. In what state of repair is that part of the road ? — In a very bad state 
of repair; and nothing doing in the way of lowering the hills, or permanent im- 
provements. 

1 787. The Southern Division of the road, by the 7th & 8th of George the Fourth 

IS situated difl'erently from the Northern Division ? — It is. ’ 

17S8. The Northern Division of that road is managed by trustees ? It is. 

1789. How is the Soutiiern Division managed? — By Mr. Bourne himself. 

1790. Do you know the circumstances under which Mr. Bourne is tire sole 
manager or monopolist of that division of the' road ?— By the Act of Parliament, 

any consideration for obtaining a monopoly of that 
i-oad f— He agreed to expend a certain sum of money in making the road himself. 

1792. Was that sum, in your opinion, sufficient to make the road a good road.? 

— 1 should think it was. ° 

1793. Is the road a good road? — It is not. 

,1 794. 'What do you principally complain of in that part of the road managed hv 
Mr. Bourne ?-I think it has the lault of all the roads in Ireland, that it is too flat ; 
the repair '* ’ ^ sufficient body of good materials applied in 

A "'“S gi'cn to Mr. Bourne by the 

Actot 1 arliament ; was there any opposition, on the part of the public, to that Act 
ot f arliament . —1 here was a petition, very numerously signed, and left in my office, 
111 Sackville-street, to be forwarded to the House of Cmimons, as the means of 
opposing the obtaining that Act ; but just previous to the very last period that was 

forT' 7 I r ™ “V office, and there- 

fore, I believe, the Bill passed without any opposition whatever.' 

179b Do you couceive that Mr. Bourne derives a greater profit, under the 
monopoly of this Division of the road, than is sufficient to compensate him for the 
money he advanced for the makmg of the road ?-I should suppose it is a very 
lucrative investment of money. 

exceedingly injurious to the public .?-Exceedingly injurious to the 
public, as any of these monopolies must be. » J 

I thfolfiVP? 5 '““ Mr. Bourne on the road?- 

i think It ts IS. each coach. 

naiyn4.’en*^l' SIX coaches.' Yes; I now pay more than double the tolls I originally 
' 1 Son Wh “'I ">y I’^ve doubled, 

should have tn'n^'^'ik' “cy reason to suppose you 
W “>"* ^-Exactly the contrarv. 

would not y<?h that would leid you to suppose you 

read ^Tharwa, P“‘ y™"- establishment on that 

read .-Ihat was the statement made to me; I sliould have but one loll. 

® 1802. Wlia 
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1802. Who made that statement? — Mr. Bourne himself. 

1803. Did you remonstrate with Mr. Bourne when he proposed to obtain an Act 
;to. double the loll? — I gave every encouragement I could to the petition to be pre- 
sented to defeat the Bill. 

1804. Is this monopoly on the Ashbourne Road similar to that which Mr. Bourne 
enjoys on the Limerick Road? — Precisely. 

1805. Can you inform the Comnjittee under what authority Mr. Bourne has the 
monopoly on the Limerick Road — ^I think I can : I beg leave to refer the Com- 
mittee to the 38th George III.; it is called “The Dublin and Kilcuilen Act; ’’this 
Act gives Mr. Taylor a monopoly of that road ; and by the 75th Section of that 
•Act, a toll was enacted on a road in the county of Cork ; and by the 76th Section 
•of that Act, the road from Naas to Limerick was given to Mr. Anderson for 
50 years ; it is now in possession of Mr. Bourne, I believe by purchase. Witli the 
leave of this Committee, I will read the Sections; I think they will completely 
establish the iniquitous legislation, as regarded the turnpike roads in Ireland, at that 
•period. The 7,5th Section is, “ Whereas by an Act of Parliament passed during 
“ the present Session of Parliament, intituled, ‘ An Act for improving and repairing 
“ ‘ the Turnpike Road leading from the City of Cork to the Brook which bounds 
“ ‘ the Counties of Cork and Tipperary, near the foot of Kilworth Mountain, and 
“ ‘ for repealing the several Laws heretofore made relating to the said Road,’ certain 
“ tolls are thereby made payable ; and whereas from the great expense of repair- 
“ ing the said road, and the heavy interest payable on debts due on account of 
“ the said road, the present tolls are found insufficient to answer the purpose 
“ thereby intended; Be it Enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That the Com- 
“ missioners appointed by the said recited Act shall have power to demand and 

take in each Division of the said road, by such person or persons as any three 
“ or more of said Commissioners shall authorize thereto, the following tolls at 

every pay-gate on said road ; that is to say, for every stage coach, stage landau, 
“ stage chariot or chaise employed in cariying passengers, paying for their passage 

respectively double the toll that any coaches, landaus, chariots or chaises are 

now respectively subject to by said recited Act; the same to be received, paid, 
“ taken and recovered, to all intents and purposes, in like manner as the toils 
“ payable by the said recited Act are to be received, paid, taken and recovered, 
“ and to be paid and applied to the same uses as the said original tolls are 

“ directed to be paid and applied.” The 76th Section is, “ And be it fur- 

“ ther Enacted, That the duration of an Act of Parliament passed in the 

“ thirty-third year of His present Majesty, intituled, ‘ An Act to explain and 

■“ ‘ reduce into one Act the several Laws for making, repairing or amending the 
“ ‘ Turnpike Roads leading from the Town of Naas to the Towns of Maryborough 
“ ‘ and Ballyroan, from the said Town of Maryborough to the City of Limerick, 
“ ‘ and from the Town of Nenagh to O’Brien’s Bridge,’ which Act was to continue 
“ for thirty years from the passing thereof, shall extend and be continued, with all 
“ its clauses and regulations, for the term of fifty years from the passing of this 
“ Act, and no longer.” 

1806. In point of fact, an Act of Parliament passed for the Kilcuilen Road, by a 
-clause at the end of it, gave a power to Mr. Anderson at that period to levy a double 
toll on a road in the county of Cork; and by another clause in the same Act it 
gave Mr. Anderson the monopoly of the road from Naas to Limerick? — It not 
-only did so, but it does not appear by those additions to the Act, giving this 
power, that he gave any return whatever in the shape of road improvement, or 
otherwise, for this great interest in the road. 

1807. It would appear by the 53d Geo. III. that Mr. Anderson had the monopoly 
of the road from Naas to Limerick for 30 years? — He had. 

1808. And by a clause in that Act he gets an extension to 50 years for that road, 
though he does not appear to give any value for that extension? — None whatever; 
•nor is there any reason given why it is done. 

i8og. Do you conceive, under those circmiistances, that Mr. Bourne has any 
claim upon the subject for a continuance of that monopoly? — I should think not. 

1810. Do you know if by the 7th & 8th Geo. IV., relating to the Ashbourne 
•Road, a toll was levied upon manure? — I have heard a complaint of it. 

1811. By persons possessed of property on the northern side of Dublin?' — 
Yes. 

1812. Is there any toll levied on the southern side of Dublin? — Yes. 

1813. With the exception of the Batlington Road?— Yes, there is. 

645- S3 1814. Is 
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1814. Is there any toll levied on the road from Dublin to Erav ?— The,-, 

no turnpikes on that road. ^ 

1815. The fanners living on that side have a decided advantage in the DnbV 

market over the farmers residing on the Ashbourne side i Yes. 

1816. Is that a complaint you have heard made against the inequalitv of tl, 

turnpike system ? — No doubt. * j i me 

1817. Would you recommend the establishment of a turnpike on theBravRosht 

—It would be my view that a toll should be established on that road - I itf li 
the objection is not to the toll, but to the misapplication of the fund nroHo^a 
from Jt. ^ 

1 81 8. But if the landholders on that line of road are benefited, as you have alreadv 
stated, by the absence of a turnpike, on what ground is it yon would recomniS 
the estabhshinent of a turnpike ?-I think there is an inequality in the payment of 
this fund ; I think they ought to be all upon the same fair footing. I do not know 
why a Bray man should have an advantage over the Ashbourne farmer 

1819. It IS only to establish an equality of things you would recommend a turn- 

pike there?— Yes; and that I strongly feel that a turnpike toll is the fairest tax that 
can be levied upon any man. ■ 

1820. It has been stated by a former Witness, relative to the Ashbourne Road if 

was exceedingly ill-drained, and that in the winter a portion of the road was covered 
with water; have you found that to be the casei-I am quite sure it would be he 
greatest possible advantage to Mr. Bourne if he was to drain the road ; enioying the 
lease he does, it would be the greatest economy. J J 

1821. One of the conditions on which he got this very advantageous lease was 

that he was to put this road into a perfect state of repair?— It was ’ 

so ““I’*''"* conditions ?— He has not, 

sidllbi profit. *at road?- A very con- 

No'^I tav^ noV°“ “ establishment on the road from Carlow to Kilkenny ?- 

1825. Are you trustee of that road ?— No, I am not. 

1 826, Are you acquainted with the state of it.?— I am. 
pikl ™ds'In ““™'>'‘?-E«“‘iingly bad; one of the worst turn- 

1 82S. Do you know under what Act it is at present held ?— I do not 

second Act' 4^' r eo nr ‘'’"1 45 th Geo. In., and the 

^cond Act 52d Geo. III.; by the first Act there were a number of trustees, but 

fronrthrsnia'^II^ r “''f inconvenience 
mad tLT o" "f ™ ‘he very bad state of the 

road, I have ve y often requested a meeting should be collected of the trustees to 
examine into the state of the funds and die situation of the road but an? of 

of\rusteK' ™ ‘“''d ‘a small ninnber 

collect so rnaT nearly impracticable to 

1820 The ran to pnrfn™ any part of their duties. 

It is!^ ™ to “to I^nturn to be 702/. per annum ?- 

“P™“‘to'-c on the road, with the interest of the debt, amounts to 
fiid icMwZ h oonceive that the diflerence remaining after the salaries 

managed ?-l l'“t '’‘ ''“P ““ road in a good state o? repair if properly 

the'fifnds die ““'■'‘'“to “to bad state of the road to the want of funds ?— I think 

of intae t hTt 1 T' “tore is so much taken up in the payment 

support of thfroad.^^ ® inadequate afterwards to the improvement and 

70? “i*" to 164^- a year, and the treasurer’s salary 

not suffilnt ‘“tok when thlise deductions are made there is 

TK^nv il f^.'ih'’''" “to road?-I do nc; the road from the Royal Oak 
ditches liavl never dangerous situation; the 

feet of road for tb« “'’“5 '“ere is not above 12. or 14 

night, if yon meet witKy\S.icTe''on°tli roS'*''" 

islt AVI,ta[ral‘dr‘'.®n =•' light ? -Yes, by the Cork mail. 

s the mail go in the night ? — Six Irish miles an hour, 

1836. If 
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1836. If the road was put in a Letter state, could you run the mail at a faster Peter Purcell, 

j-ate? — I am sure the mail might be run at the rate of ten Eogiish miles an hour Esq. 

upon that road, with the materials that road affords, if put into a proper state 

of repair, which might be done at a small expense; it is the finest material in the 23 May, 
world. _ * 

1837. By whom is the road principally managed in the absence of the trustees? — 

By Mr. Andrew Johnson. 

1 838. Is he an engineer? — He is not. 

1 839. Is he a person competent to the management of a turnpike road ? — I should 
think not, from the state the road is now in. 

1 840. The amount paid there to the treasurer is 70 1 . — Me is the treasurer, and 
the same man fills all the situations, as appears by this Return ; on this Board he 
is every thing. 

1841. Is he secretary, treasurer and overseer? — Yes, he is. 

1842. Will you state from the Return the average number of meetings of the 
Board of Trustees within the period expressed ? — I do not think it mentions it ; I do 
not think the Board meets above once a year, and then they get the number with 
great difficulty. 

1843. It is stated hero that the average rate by contract per perch is 1 5. <\\d. 
for the repair; do you not conceive that where the materials are excellent and suffi- 
cient, 15 . 4 1 d. would be sufficient to keep the road in repair ? — Yes, I think it is 
sufficient; considering the state of repair it is in, it is more than sufficient. 

1 844. Do you consider 1 5. 4 1 r/. a perch would be sufficient to keep it in repair ? 

—I do not think less than is. would. 

1845. there any other matter you would wish to mention to the Committee 
relative to that road? — No, except that the Act, I believe, is very nearly now 
expiring ; it would be necessary to see whether you would renew it. 

1846. Do you know the road from Kilcullen to Carlow? — I do. 

1847. Are you trustee of that road ? — I am. 

1848. In what state are the funds? — I wish to be particular in explanation re- 
garding this Trust, being personally acquainted with the appropriation of the funds of 
it. When I became first interested in the management of it as a trustee, the debts 
amounted to near 6,000/., and the receipts of the whole road appear to average, for 
the last five years, between 600/. and 700/. a year. 

1849. For how many miles? — Twenty-one miles and a half; out of that we 
annually pay between 300/. and 400/. for interest j the expenditure to our public 
officers amounts to only 61 1 75. 8</. annually ; the balance therefore remaining for 
the repair of this road is not more than between lo/. and 1 1 /. a mile ; this road is 
in very tolerable order, and several improvements have taken place on it within a 
very few years ; a great arrear of interest has been paid, and the debts have not 
in any way increased. 

1850. Is that road managed by a numerous body of trustees? — Thirty-six. 

1 851 . How many usually attend the Board ? — I should think from eight to ten. 

1852. Are the materials on that road of a better quality than on the other road, 
where the expenditure appears to be 50/. or 60/. a mile? — They arc not. 

1853. Are they more easily procured? — No. 

1 8.54. You stated you conceived 1 5. 4 i/. a perch to be insufficient to keep another 
road in repair; it does not appear there is much more than that sum upon this 
road 1 — There is not so much, but I think it is quite insufficient. I do not think this 
road altogether in a better state of repair than many, many others. I do not think 
it in a state of repair that a turnpike road ought to be ; but that is owing to the 
insufficiency of the funds. 

1855. Will you state to the Committee any plan that you may have thought of 
which would tend to produce better management of the leading roads of Ireland I — 

I should suggest that there should be Commissioners appointed to hold their Board 
in Dublin on the same principle as the roads are managed in Scotland. 

1856. You mean the Highland roads ? — Yes; that one of those Commissioners 
should be always employed on an actual survey; that one of them should be a re- 
gularly educated engineer ; that a large sum could be saved by a consolidation of 
the turnpikes in dispensing with the salaries now paid to numerous surveyors, secre- 
taries and collectors, and by this arrangement there would be no local prejudice in 
favour of tenants, or friends’ tenants, to be employed as contractors, and that pro- 
bably more efficient people would be employed in every department ; that a very low 
rate of toll should be charged for all agricultural produce, and if the tolls were not 

645. s 4 sufficient, 
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sufficient, and did not amount to a certain sum per mile, it might be considered 
necessary for the support of all those Trusts, that then the balance should be levied- 
by a small county cess at the sessions or assizes. 

1 S57. Would you propose that all the leading roads of Ireland that are not now 
turnpike should be made turnpike by a general Act, and placed under the- 
management of this Board? — Most certainly ; and the reason I M’ould give for so 
doing is this, that where I now pay toll, and heavy toll, I have no one to appeal to; 
if there was a settled and formed Board, I should conceive that they would be 
answerable to me and to the public for the due performance of their duties, or that 
they would not be allowed to hold the situations, upon a fair representation from 
me or any other person who paid a large sum of money for tolls ; for I have stated 
to the Committee before, I pay each year 2,885/. for tolls, and I have a right to- 
expect a good road in return ; whereas I can safely say I have not a mile of good 
road, except the road from Dundalk to Belfast. I think they are the only fairly 
managed Trusts I have had to do vvith in Ireland. 

1858. Is there not great expense attending the establishments for the collection 
of tolls on the turnpike roads ? — As at present arranged I think there is, and a most 
unnecessary one. 

1859. Must not there be, under the system you propose, an establishment of 
gates, gate-keepers, and treasurers and clerks, and is not that an expense which 
must be paid by the individual who travels on the road, and an expense which- 
might be saved by a genej’al assessment upon the land, paid into the hands of this- 
Board of Commissioners, and distributed by them according to their owm judgment, 
they being accountable to the public for the distribution of their money ?— I think 
that the objection would be fairly met, upon a comparison, easily made, of the 
number of people now employed in the various Trusts, and in the various capacities- 
attached to each individual ; and that by a consolidation of the Trusts, there would- 
not be a necessity of one-tenth of the treasurers and secreteiries or the surveyors 
that are now employed ; and that a great proportion of the collectors, which is a 
great expense, would be also of necessity done away with altogether, because you 
must now of necessity have new toll-takers or receivers upon your going into every 
new Trust; that would not be the Case on the consolidation of Trusts. 

1 860. The Committee would state the case of the road from Dublin to Wicklow,, 
15 Irish miles of road, free at present from turnpike; would you propose that turn- 
pikes should be established on that road, previously to the introduction of the 
general system which you now set forth? — I would not, because I think the objec- 
tions existing as to the present system of mismanagement are so great, that I would- 
not introduce, or I would not renew, one of the present Acts that are near expiration, 
my objection to the existing law is so great. 

1861. M^ould you approve of repealing all the present turnpike Acts, and sub- 
stituting one general Act for the whole country? — Yes, one general Act for the- 
whole country. 

1862. The mails travel on several lines of road on which there are no turnpikes ? 
— Yes, they do. 

1 803. In the event of all the roads of Ireland being made turnpike, and the mail- 
being obliged to pay toll on these roads, that would be a considerable addition to 
the expense of the Post-office? — It would- 

^ 864. Do you conceive if that sum was paid by the Post-office, that it would be- 
sufficient, with the tolls received, to keep the roads in order, and that the Post-office- 
would receive an ample return for that expenditure?— I do. 

1865. Do you think it possible for the Post-office to accelerate the rate of 
tiavelling in Ireland, unless the management of the roads is greatly improved? — I do- 
not think that any exertions that the Post-office may make use of, or any increased 
mileage they may give to the contractors, will be of any avail in Ireland, or end im 
any permanent advantage, unless the roads are first repaired, and put under some 
esmblisnment that will give the contractors security for having them in good and' 
sufficient order to work upon. 

1 866. It appears from your Evidence on one of the Trusts, that the funds of the 
Irust, at present, are not sufficient to put the road into repair?— They are not, owing, 
to the interest paid upon the debt. 

i86y. Do you not think, if the whole roads were made turnpike, that the sum 
pai 3 ^ Post-office on a road not now turnpike would enable the Board to put 
ttie roads in a good state of repair, and continue it, and reduce the debt? — 
A do. 

1868. Po 
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1868. Do you conceive there are any means of finding funds to meet the Peter Punell, 
increased expenditure on that road, without raising the toll to an exorbitant r ate Ksq. 

unless the Post-office consent to pay toll, and have all the roads made turnpike? — 

I answered that before, by stating, that I thought that you should then look in some May, 

cases to a small county cess. ^ 

i86g. Would not the Post-office paying toll obviate the necessity of a smajl 
county cess ? — They pay toll at present. 

1870. Not on some roads at present? — Veryfew. 

1871. If you look at the Return, you will find there are about 51 5 miles which the 
mails travel on which they pay no toll, and about 833 miles on which toll is paid ? — 

I see it is so. 

1872. The system of repairing roads throughout Ireland generally, both under 
the county presentments and the Turnpike Trust, is equally bad ? — I really 
think so. 

1873. Do you think it possible that the grand jury system can be improved in 
Ireland, unless a new system of road-making is introduced by scientific persons ? — 

I should certainly say, I think they could not. 

1874. Are you not of opinion, if a Board such as you have described were formed 
under the direction of scientific engineers on the leading roads, that it would be an 
excellent system of introducing a good system of road-making into the subordinate 
roads, by transferring the engineers trained on them into the other lines ? — I think 
an excellent system. 

1875. Are you not aware there exists a Board of Public Works in Dublin?— 

I am. 

1876. Do younotconceive thatthat Board, with extended powers, would be able 
to fulfil that duty ? — I do ; so much so am I of that opinion, that I would respect- 
fully propose to this Committee (whether they have powers to accomplish it I do 
not know) to take up any one given Trust out of Dublin ; the one I should propose 
to them would be the Dublin, Baltinglass and Blessington Trust, that I have so 
much complained of; it is now in its infancy, and not now much in debt; it is 
ascertained they have a positive good and sufficient revenue for the support of it, 

I may say an ample one; in my opinion, if that Trust was immediately handed 
over to that very Board that has been mentioned, I have no doubt that you. 
would see the whole of the road thoroughly repaired and put into good condition, 
and that there would be a sinking fund in the course of two or three years 
established to pay off the debt that has already accrued, as 1 have stated betore, in 
my opinion from mismanagement. 

1877. - Why do you think it would be good to make the roads that are not turn- 
pikes now, turnpikes ? — My opinion only goes as far as regards the mail-coach line, 
in M hicii I am interested, to all the great commercial towns. My reason for wishing 
those roads on the mail-coach line that are now presentment roads to be made toll 
roads is, that even under the system of mismanagement which I state those Trusts 
are conducted, they are now preferable, bad as they are, to the mail-coach lines 
which are managed by presentment. 

1878. Are you acquainted with the line from Kilcullen to Athy ? — I am. 

1879. Have you an establishment on that road? — Yes, the Cashel mail to 
Cork. 

1880. Is that a turnpike road ? — Not, it is not. 

1881. How is that road repaired ?^ — ’By presentment. 

1882. Have you found any inconvenience to the travelling of your coach on that 
road from its present state ?• — I venture to say that Ireland, or England, or Wales, 
does not present such a dangerous and disgraceful piece of road as the mail-coach 
travels over there. 

1883. You reside in the county of Kildare ? — Yes, very near that piece of road. 

1884. You are aware that the county has been very heavily taxed for the im- 
provement of the mail-coach road near Athy — Yes; and the part near Athy has 
been much improved for five or six miles ; but the six miles where it adjoins the 
Kilcullen Trust is the part I complain of. 

1885. There is considerable traffic on that road by persons not resident in the 
county of Kildare ? — Y es. 

1886. Do you not think it very unjust that the county of Kildare should be 
taxed to a large amount to make that a good road for persons who pay no part of 
the expense ? — Yes, I do, on the principle that no tax is so equitable as a turnpike 
toll 

645. T 1887. It 
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Teter PurceK, 1 887. It would require a large sum to make that road a proper mail-coach road ? 

Esfj. — Yes, it would. 

1888. Is that the best line that could be taken from Dublin to Cork? — I am not 

*3 prepared to say ; I believe it is. 

’ ^ ■ 1 889. Are you aware of a survey made by Mr. Larkin, of a line of road crossinw 

the Curragh of Kildare, passing through the village of Vickerstown to Abbeleix?-! 
I am not aware of it. 

1 S90. How far does your establishment extend beyond the limits of the county of 
Kildare on the road from Dublin to Cashel ? — The coaches run to Cork. 

1891. You know the continuation of that road from Athy ? — I do. 

1 892. In v\hat state is that road from Athy onward? — Very bad. 

1893. Is that turnpike?— It is not. 

1 894. No part of it ? — No, not until you get into the county of Kilkenny. 

1895. How is that part of the road from Athy to the county of Kilkenny 
repaired ? — By presentment. 

1896. Is that in a good state at present? — Very bad and very dangerous. 

1897. Would you propose, in your plan of a general Board, that the accounts 
should be annually published and furnished to Parliament? — Yes; every possible 
check you could give, would be the best security to the public. 

1898. Are you acquainted with the road from Dundalk to Belfast ? — I am. 

1899. In what state of repair is it? — Very good. 

1900. Isitmanaged by trustees ? — Yes. 

igoi. Is there anything different in the terms of that Act of Parliament from 
the other you have referred to? — I believe not; it is principally owing to the 
exertions of the trustees themselves. 

1902. Do you know anything of the state of the funds? — No, I do not; but 
I believe they are very prosperous. 

1903. Are the materials more easily procured upon that road than the other roads 
you have spoken of? — -Indeed they are not; but very difficult. 

1904. Are you acquainted with the road from Dublin to Wexford ? — I am. 

1905. In what state is it? — I think it is the worst road in Ireland. 

1906. Is it managed by presentment? — Yes, it is. 

1907. Are you aware of how much is the presentment? — I am not. 

1908. Are you aware of the difficulty of obtaining good materials alonw the 

line? — No, I am not; but I know it is a very bad line. ° 

1909. Do you know what the road from Dublin to Wexford originally cost?—, 
No, 1 do not; but I know it cost a very large sum. 

1910. Do you know in what way the road from Dundalk to Belfast was repaired, 
whether by contract or not ? — I do not know ; it is very well done. 



Jovis, die Mail, 1832 . 

R. MORE O’FEKRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chaik. 



Mr. Charles £i{inconif called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. _ * 9 ^ 1 * WHAT is your profession? — I am proprietor of the Royal Mail and 
Cfiaries Bianeoni. btage Car Establishment, principally in the South of Ireland, and travelling consi- 

derably through the provinces of Leinster, much of Munster, and part of 

.11 May, Lonnaught. 

1833. 1912. You are, I believe, anitalian? — lam. 

How many years have you carried on this establishment in Ireland?— 
bince 1815. 

1914. H^ow many cars have you in the establishment? — Twenty-nine ; I do not 
now whether I should say 29 or 58 : for instance, the car that leaves Clonmel in 

the morning and goes to Cork that evening, and the car that leaves Cork in the 
morning and comes to Clonmel in the evening, I call one car, though in reality there 
are two. ° » e> . j 

1915. What number of miles do your cars trayel in the day? — Something about 

1,800 English miles, or a little over it. 

1916. What 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) 133 



igi6. What is the general rate of travelling of your cars ? — From six to nine 
English miles per hour. 

igi”. In the cases where you run them only six English miles per hour, is that 
in consequence of the bad state of the roads on those lines ? — Generally speaking, 
as well as a want of intercourse ; the cars that travel from eight to nine miles 
an hour are well appointed, and are two-horse cars. On the high road between 
Clonmel and Waterford, where there is a great intercourse, we there go nine miles 
an hour, and sometimes more. On those roads where we go only six miles an hour, 
they are all single-horse cars, which are established where we have no good roads, 
or where we have no regular intercourse. 

1 91 8. If you had good roads you would travel at increased rates, and would of 
course have an increase in the number of passengers? — If we had good roads, 

I have no doubt hut we should. 

igig. Are you acquainted with tlie state oT the Turnpike Trusts on which your 
cars travel in the South of Ireland? — I am with the state of a good man}'. 

1920. What can you state as to those roads? — I am very well acquainted with 
the Trust tliat runs between the county of Kilkenny and Cork through Tipperary. 

1921. What is the name of that Trust ? — It is called the Road from the Bounds 
of the County of Kilkenny, Tipperary and Cork. 

1922. Will you state to the Committee what you know of thatTrust? — It is at 
present in very good order ; it is, generally speaking, a well-managed Trust, with 
the exception that there is a very great hill at Knocklofty, and which, in ray mind, 
is a great obstacle in the way of His Majesty’s mail travelling, and which could be 
very easily run round at either side. 

1923. Is the whole of that road in a good state of repair ? — I think at present it is. 

1924. You have no complaint to make of it ? — With this exception, that 1 think 
it is managed very expensively, inasmuch as for the last three years the average 
expense of the repair of that road has been from 1,000/. to 1,100/. a year; whereas 
a contract could be had at the rate of about 1 s. per perch by a respectable engineer 
and contractor, who would give full and ample security for the performance of his 
contract. 

1925. Do you know of any application made by a person of that description to the 
trustees, by which the saving you have just alluded to could have been made ? — 
lam not aware of that ; the saving to which I alluded would be about 500/, a year 
to the credit of the Trust. 

1926. Were you the person who offered ? — No, I never offered ; I know that 
such a thing could have been had. 

1927. What reason have you to know that such a contract could have been pro- 
cured ? — I had a conversation with the engineer, who has at present the charge of 
that part of the road between the city of Waterford and the bounds of the county 
of Cork. 

1928. Did he state to you that a saving of 500 /. a year could be made? — No ; 
he told me he would undertake to repair the road for i^. j)er perch. I am not sure 
whether it was the Irish or English perch he meant; however, as the Returns of 
turnpikes are generally made in the Irish measurement, I suppose it was the Irish 
porch he meant ; and I will in any future observations as to the estimate of repairs 
of roads, speak of them as if they were according to the Irish measurement ; that 
measurement being only known in our county presentment books. 

1929. Do you reckon, in the expenditure on this Trust, the salaries which are 
paid to the officers ? — I do not reckon the salary that is paid to the secretary, who 
has, I believe, So/, late Irish currency a year, and who has all the trouble of the 
present arrangement ; but in the event of there being a contract, I think his salary 
might be reduced to the standard that is genei-ally paid in those cases, from 30/. to 
50/., and he would have much less trouble than he has at present. 

1930. Does he unite the offices of secretary and overseer? — No; I think there 
is a man to whom they pay a sum annually, whom they call a supervisor. 

1931. Does the grand jury contribute aiiv thing to the repairs of this Trust? — 
Not to ray knowledge; I rather think not. 

1932. What is the name of the secretary? — Mr. Grubb. 

1933. Is the road repaired by contract'/ — 1 rather think not, for if it were, the 
saving I allude to would have been made. 

1934. Do you know how it is repaired? — I believe generally by employing men 
at so much a clay. 

1935. Do you know what it costs a mile? — No ; inasmuch as the trustees never 
publish their accounts. 
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1936. Is it generally complained of by the public, that the trustees of the road& 

keep the whole management of it to themselves, and publish no accounts? In that 

part of the country the people are so little used to have any knowledge of public 
matters, generally speaking, that I believe they do not mind complaining ; but thev 
expect that these things would be made public. It would be a satisfaction to them 
to know how the public money is spent. 

1937. What rate of toll do you pay on that road? — I pass four cars over 

that road ,* one car 1 2 miles, and the other three cars 3 miles of that Trust • 
and I pay 20 a year for each by contract with the trustees, which I ffenerallv 
pay in advance ; and they allow me the additional privilege of sending any extra 
cars I have on the line, as well as a car to Clogher, toll-free, by which car 
I have a considerable loss annually ; and to induce me to continue it, they let me 
pass toll-free. If I were to pay fQr extra cars, the charges would come to 4.I 
or 5 /. per annum. ’ 

1938. Through how many turnpike gates do you pass? — Only throu<rh one 

payable. ° 

1939. Are you charged a higher toll for running a public car than you would be 
charged if you were travelling in a private vehicle ? — No ; but they charge me as 
much. This 20 1 . a year is paid by contract. They do not charge me my toll the 
same as if I only w'ent through once, but they charge me so much a year. If we 
went to the trouble of changing cars, I think we could reduce the toll considerably • 
but under the present arrangement of not changing the cars, they could charge me 
something over the amount I pay them. We made the contract to save trouWc on 
both sides. There is another car running on the same road, for which the trea- 
surer complained to me that he could get no tolls, at the same time that he always 
took care to send for mine in advance, or as th6y came due. The tolls of this car 
have since been made over to the toll-collector, who lets him pass for 12/. per 
annum, although at the same time I was paying 20 1 . 

1940. Is that car running in opposition to you?— It runs the same hours with 

us ; but I cannot call it opposition, for it has not given any greater advantages to 
the public, either in price or comfort, than we do. ° 

1 941 . It runs at the same rate of fare ?— At the same rate of fare, and the same 
hours. 

1 942. What you have stated to the Committee, you have stated from your own 
knowledge as a positive fact ?— As having the information from the secretary or 
treasurer, and from the toll-collector, both, I believe, very good authority. 

1943. What is the name of the toll-collector ? — I do not know it. 

1944. Do you know whether the proprietor of the car has any connexion with 
any of the directors of that Trust?— I believe not any. 

1945- How miiny trustees are there on that road ?— I cannot immediately say, as 
I never attended, but I believe a great many. 

1946. Is there any other fact relating to that Trust which you wish to state to 
the Committee ? — I believe not. 

1947- Is there any other road, the state of which you are personally acquainted 
with?— I am intimately acquainted with the Trust between the city of Kilkenny and 
washed for of Tipperary, and a worse managed road is hardly to be 

194s. Do you speak as to the repair of the road ?— I speak as to the state of the 
road generally. 

1949. Do you know how this road is repaired ; is it by contract ?— I believe it is 
by ooMract ; but I do not think the contractors do their duty, inasmuch as the road 
tom Callan to Nine-Mile House is almost impassable in winter, and in many places 
many inches under its natural or proper level. ' 

1950. Do you know what the contractors get per mile ?— I do not of my own 

have no way of ascertaining these things. I complained of the 
state of the road to the Post-ofhee, who have told me they had no redress to give; 
ml on one occasion I made it my business to meet the Post-office surveyor, whom 
and T ?™i ‘ “'Sht witness it. I met him at Kilkenny, 

that lino ® business (for he is a contractorfor the mail-coach on 

saf thoMf?V^„™a-S^ Mr. Johnson, to 

I mtrpBted tbJ p ““Depair the road, and make it passable, we would complain, 
for hovinff th Surveyor to do all he could to make some arrangement 

and ™ ° “>> *0 road between Kdkenny 

for some time '' ^ improved, and is now much better than I recollect it 

1951. Do 
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1951. Do you know who is the contractor on the road between Callan and Nine- Mr. 

Mile House?— I understand he is a Mr. Pringle, who was an under agent of Lord Bimconi. 

Ormonde’s. At Callan there is a very frightful turn, and I am surprised more 

accidents do not happen to the mail-coach than have occurred there. It would be 

Very easy to run a straight line from the bridge, by taking down a few cabins, and 
cut oiF these two or three very dangerous and narrow angles ; but they have never 
paid any attention to it, and it is now in a most frightful state. 

1952. What is the amount of toll you pay on that road ? — I formerly used to 
contract with the turnpike-gate keepers for from 10^. to 12/. a year, ns I used 
frequently to run only a single-horse car ; but about two years ago I discovered that 
I had paid tolls in my wrong for above nine years ; for it appears that the same car 
leaving Kilkenny in the morning, and going back in the evening, is subject only to one 
toll for that Trust ; nevertheless I had paid for above nine years a double toll. Finding 
this, I ascertained when the turnpike trustees were to meet, and I went to Kilkenny 
to remonstrate with them on the injustice of my being compelled to pay toll at two 

f ates. I found that seven out of the twelve were to be the quorum of the Board of 
rustees, many of whom are absentees out of the country. That number did not 
attend, and therefore I had no redress. They adjourned to a future period, when 
I met'wrth the same fate I had before experienced. Some time after they called a 
meeting of the Board in the county of Carlow ; I went there, though my complaint 
was in Kilkenny, and there I met with the same fate that I did iu the first 
instance. 

1953. You complain that the number of trustees is only twelve; and some of them 
being absentees, you could not procure a sufficient number to attend a Board to 
receive your complaint?— I could not do my business, for they did not attend; 

I complain that these trustees are not men of business, or are careless about the 
Trusts. I wrote them a letter, complaining of the grievances I laboured under, to 
which I received no answer, with this exception; the turnpike keeper, who for- 
merly contracted with me for 12/. a year, insisted on getting is. 6 d. for my 
jaunting car with two wheels and two horses, weighing about 6 ewt, while he let the 
day coach, carrying six inside and ten or twelve outside passengers, with four horses, 
and weighing from one to two ton empty, pass for 2 s.; that is the only redress 
I got for nine years’ overcharge of toll. 

1954. Did you make any claim on the trustees to be refunded the sum of money 
which you had paid during nine years in your own wrong ? — I did, to refund 
me the sum paid, or otherwise to allow me to contract for the tolls at a certain 
sum for that car, or as many more as I might run annually; by which means, 
if they had not the power, which their treasurer told me they had not, of 
repaying money, they might allow it to me in tolls, which they had, under the Act, 
the power of doing. 

’ 955 - What answer did you receive? — No answer, only that the tolls that I had 
contracted for for 1 2 1 . are now raised to over 20/. ; that is all the redress I got 
for the overcharge made me. 

1956. Instead of paying 12^. a year, as you paid before, you are now, by 
complaining, obliged to pay 20/. a year? — It is over 20I. a year, as I now generally 
run a two-horse car. 

1957. Can you assign any reason why the trustees should charge you 1 s. Gd. for 
your car, and charge the coach with four horses only fir/, additional? — I cannot 
tell you the particular reason; but in the year 1812, there was an Act of 
Parliament passed, which made all two-horse vehicles chargeable 1 C d. for going 
through these gates, whereas they allowed four-horse vehicles to pass for 2s. 

1958. Do you know the name of that Act? — The 52c! Geo. III. I remember 
heaving it spoken of, and I have reason to believe that the passing of this Act gave 
very great umbrage generally, inasmuch as a great many of the country gentlemen in 
and about Kilkenny, and on that line of road, who were greatly interested in the 
preservation of the roads, and were originally trustees, by this Act were altogether 
excluded; and the reason, I suppose, the toll was raised from 15. to 1 s. 6 d., was 
to protect the interest of the coach proprietor. 

1 959. Do you know if that Act was opposed by the gentlemen who were originally 
trustees ? — I know nothing about that ; it was before my time. 

1 960. Who has been the manager of the Trust from the date of the Act of 1812 
up to the present time ? — The present manager is a Mr. Johnson ; I knew no other 
but the turnpike-man previously. 
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1961. When you first knew the road, who was the ostensible person for the ma- 
nagement of the repairs of it?— Of my own knowledge I could not tell you. 

1962. If you had a complaint to make of the road, what person would you 
apply to on the Trust ? — I would address a letter to the Chairman of the Board. 

1963. Who w’as the person that paid the money and made the contracts when 
you first knew the road ? — I never knew any person unless Mr. Johnson, and that only 
lately, when I had to make complaint; I found he was the secretary or manager. 

1964. "Who was the person in charge of the road before Mr. Johnson got it?— 
I understand it was a Mr. Ruth. 

1965. At what period did Mr. Ruth give up the management of the road?— 
I cannot tell that. 

1 966. The Return sent to this Committee from that Trust states, that in the year 
1824, Mr. Andrew Johnson was appointed treasurer, his predecessor being then 
a defaulter to the extent of 25/. on this Trust; was the predecessor of Mr. Andrew 
Johnson the Mr. Ruth you mention? — I suppose it was, not from my oM'n know- 
ledge, but only from what I understand. 

1967. At the period that you first knew the Trust, was Mr. Ruth the manager of 
that Trust? — I cannot say from my own knowledge, for I have had no connexion 
olficially ndth the parties. 

1968. Was he reputed to be the secretary of the Trust at that time ?-— I have 
already stated, that not having had any thing to do with him, I do not know of my 
own knowledge; I had no business with him, but I believe that Mr. Ruth was the 
predecessor of Mr. Andrew Johnson. 

1969. It is stated in this Return, that the average sum paid by the perch of 
Irish measure for the repair of that road, was i^. 4\d. by contract; do you 
conceive the public receive value to that amount on that road ? — From the state of 
the road at present between Callan and Kilkenny being pretty fair since last winter, 
I could not immediately say that they do not receive some share of the benefit ; but 
as to the road from Callan to Nine-Mile House, I do not think they receive any 
thing like that value. 

1970. Do you think a better road might be made for the same sum of money, if 
it was honestly expended ? — I think, if the road was once properly repaired or 
restored, the contractor I alluded to would gladly take i a perch ; I do not think 
any thing like 1 s. a perch has been ever laid out on that road from Kilkenny, 
throughout the whole of the Trust, of veal, value to the public. 

1971. Have you ever had a survey made of that road, to ascertain at what sum 
a better road could be made than you have at present ? — No. 

1972. The Return made to the Committee from this road states, that the average 
number of trustees attending the Board is eight? — I can contradict that from my 
own experience ; for it was of the greatest inconvenience to me to go from Clonmel 
to Kilkenny in the first instance, and in afterwards going to the county of Carlow, 
to get redress of the grievances I laboured under. 

^ 973 * Have you ever known or heard of a single Board being held, at which eight 
out of twelve trustees were present? — I got so tired, and found it so inconvenient, 
that I gave up all hopes of there ever being a meeting of the Board, and therefore 
I wrote the letter I alluded to; and probably the reason I did not receive any 
answer was, that perhaps there never was a Board since. 

* 974 > At what rate do your cars travel on that road? — On that road it travels 
full nine English miles an hour. 

^ 975 * I he road cannot be so very bad, if you can run a car at the rate of nine 
miles an hour during the whole of the year? — I am obliged to have an additional 
number of horses, and to submit to a very serious and considerable additional wear 
and tear, to enable me to keep time ; for I have learnt by experience, that unless 
I do business in a proper independent way, and give the public value for their money, 
I cannot expect to have their supj)ort ; therefore, I was obliged to have an additional 
number of horses to enable me to keep time, which, if the road was better, I need 
not have; that is from Kilkenny to Nine-Mile House. 

1976. At what rate do you charge the passenger for travelling from Kilkenny to 
Clonmel? — There I am obliged to charge at the rate of 2d, per mile, in conse- 
quence of the high tolls and state of the road. 

1 977 - In the event of the road being so improved as to enable you to reduce, the 
number of your horses on that line, to what extent would you be able to reduce the 
amount of the fares ? — Perhaps from 1 0 to 1 5 per cent. 

1978. Have 
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1978. Have you any means of judging of the amount of the annual income of Mr. 

the Trust?— None whatever, as I believe their accounts are not published. Charles Bianconi. 

1979. It is stated in this Return, that the annual income is 350^. 45. ; do you ' 

conceive, from the intercourse on that road, that this is a correct Return? — I can 31 May, 
give you no information at all on that subject. ^ 

1980. Are there any other public conveyances besides the mail-coaches and 
a stage-coach on that road, except your car? — No. I am very anxious to put an 
additional car on, but the expense of the tolls and bad state of the road pre- 
vents me. 

1981. It is stated in this Return, that the sums paid by the other public convey- 
ances, except the mail-coaches, amount to 31/. 4*'. per annum? — The 31/. 4*-. 
must be for the day coach, as it is the only one on that line of road. 

1982. How much do you pay? — I pay the toll-collector; my tolls are let with 
the gates. 

1983. It is stated in this Return, that there is 180/. late Irish currency claimed 
for an arrear of interest on these funds, in consequence of not having a sufficiency 
of money to defray it; do you know whether if a better economy was used in 
repairing of the road, such a saving could be made as to pay up the interest as it 
becomes due? — I think I have stated before, that if the road was once properly put 
in order, that a contract could be had on that road, as well as on the previous Trust 
connected with it, for 1 s. a perch. 

1984. The contract is now 1 4 1 if. 5 do you believe that that is owing to 

jobbing? — 1 believe that there is as perfect ajob on that road as can possibly be 
found. It is impossible that it can be otherwise when the road is in such a bad 
state, and costs so much. It must be either jobbing, or a want of knowledge on 
the part of tlie people who have the management of it. 

1985. Is there any other road on which you have cars, which you have reason to 
complain of? — I run a car between Kilkenny and Waterford, about 13 or 14 miles 
of which is in the care of the trustees of the Shankhill and Waterford Trust. 

1986. What is the state of that road? — ^Two or three years ago I found it so 
difficult to work the car on that line of road, particularly from Knocktopher to 
Waterford, that I sent a surveyor, at my own expense, to view the whole of the 
Shankhill Trust, and his report to me will best explain the then state of the road ; 
the part of which report that relates to this is fully stated in page 55 of this draft. 

On looking over the Act of Parliament (which 1 found extremely difficult to procure, 
there being only two or three copies known in the country) to see what course 
I should best adopt, I found I was paying more tolls than I thought I had a right 
to do. I made it my business to attend the next Turnpike Board, which was held at 
Thomastown, for the purpose of remonstrating with them, both on the overcharge 
for tolls, and on the state of the road. All the trustees I spoke to on the subject, 
both individually and after the chair was taken, thought that my claim for a com- 
mutation for tolls was but reasonable, and I left them with an understanding that 
I should soon hear from them on the subject; however, I could not help remarking, 
while at the meeting, that a Mr. Duke, whom I understood to be the village apothe- 
cary, and acted as secretary, treasurer, road overseer and road maker, and in fact 
who seemed to be every thing to that Trust, was not pleased with my proposition ; 
and not having received an answer agreeable to promise, I desired the driver to 
refuse paying any tolls at the turnpike in question, that I might thereby raise a point 
for the purpose of trying the legality of the imposition. 

1987. What followed ?— The matter was brought to trial at the petty sessions, 
but the magistrates were not unanimous in their decision, there being two for and 
one against the legality of demanding the tolls. Thereupon we, by mutual consent, 
left the matter to the decision of the barrister at quarter sessions. During the 
interim between the holding of the petty sessions and quarter sessions, 1 took 
the opinions of two of the most eminent lawyers at the Irish Bar, under whose 
advice I afterwards acted. 

1988. What was the -decision of the barrister? — The consequence was, that 
I have not since paid toll at the gate in question. 

1989. Did you remonstrate with the trustees on the very bad state of the road 
at that meeting, or ever afterwards? — I did not. 

1990. Why so? — Because I conceived that it would be of no use to make 
a complaint to a number of gentlemen vvho were evidently much influenced by 
Mr. Duke, who was an interested person, inasmuch as he was, as 1 have stated 
before, secretar}', treasurer, road overseer and road contractor to that Trust, the 

645. T 4 Board 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



13S 

Mr. Board of which was formed by those gentlemen, and who put me to so much 

Charles Bimcani. trouble and expense, as I conceived, unnecessarily. 

” 199^- Have you any reason to suppose, from any difference you ever had with 

3 * ]\Ir. Duke, that he would resist or use his influence against the demand made by 

‘ ' you?— I never had any difference with Mr. Duke one way or other, to the best of 
my recollection; I never saw him before the day which I have just been speaking 
of; I only speak of him in his public capacity. 

1993. Do you know whether the grand jury contributes anything towards the 
repairs of this road ?— 1 find by the county grand jury presentments, that 120/, 
a year is granted to Mr. Duke for the repair of 2,620 perches of that Trust; inde- 
pendent of which he receives for gates over 600/., and for a mail-coach 146^. 

1993. On how many miles of road ? — The distance from Shankhill to Waterford 
on this Trust, I find from the Post-office Returns, is about 26 miles ; and from the 
state of that road I do not think that the county receive the value of 300/. a year 
from it. 

1994. How is the presentment entered in the county books ; is it a presentment 
made to Mr. Duke by name, or a presentment made to the trustees of the Shankhill 
and Waterford Roads? — I believe to Mr. Duke by name, as well as I recollect. 

1995. Do you know if Mr. Duke accounts at sessions for the expenditure of that 
money? — I do not know anything about that. 

1996. Have you ever examined the county books to see if Mr. Duke accounted 

at sessions for the expenditure of that money? — I only saw the item of 120/. 8f/. 

for repairing 2,620 perches of that Trust, which is about nr/, per perch. 

1 997. Do you conceive that that sum Is sufficient for that number of perches?— 
I think so; but I am of opinion that no presentment was wanting at all. The 
surveyor whom I sent to view this Trust, as I have stated, in his report to me speaks 
thus : “ From the cross roads at Miss Hobb’s house, near Waterford, to the turn- 
“ pike at Kilmacow, (about 3 5 Irish miles,) the road was in rougli and bad 
“ order, being repaired with very imperfectly broken field stones, where an excel- 
“ lent limestone might be used with little additional cost. From Kilmacow turn- 
“ pike to Luke’s Hill (about 4 Irish miles) the road has a hard but rough surface; 
*' and that part of it under the hills was badly shaped, having several abrupt ups 
“ and downs in its longitudinal section, and in many places a considerable incli- 
“ nation from one side to the other ; the side channels or water tables were generally 
“ filled w'ith nuisances. From Luke’s Hill to Ballyhall (about 4 Irish miles) the 

road was nearly worn out in the centre, and required to have a thorough covering 
“ of broken stones, and the side channels or water tables sunk and cleared of 
nuisance. Fi-om Ballyhall to Thomastown the surface of the road was in tolerable 
order; but some widening and hill-cutting was much wanting between Jerpoint, 
“ Abbey and Thomastown, together with some improvement in the water tables, &c. 
“ From Thomastown to Ballinakill, through Gouran, (near 11 Irish miles,) the 
“• road was generally narrow, its surface in tolerable order ; but some widening, 
“ some hill-cutting, and the improvement of some short turns was necessary. I 
then offered, or told you, I would put the whole road in good order by remedying 
“ the imperfections pointed out, and keep it in that state for seven years, at the 
“ rate of 600/. per year, and give ample security for the performance of such 
offer. 

iggS. What is the gross amount of the income of that Trust, according to your 
statement? — About 900/. 

1999. Is there any other matter connected with the management of that Trust 
■which you wish to state to the Committee? — The respectable farmers on the line 
■would undertake, and give security for the fulfilment of their undertaking, to repair 
the roads for about 300/. a year. 

2000. Your engineer states that it would require 600/.? — That is to make the 
alterations he has explained : he says it would require a large outlay, in the first 
instance, to set the road properly to rights, which I suppose the farmers do not under- 
stand, but who calculate on going on in the old way. 

2001. The farmers would keep the road in repair for about 300/. a year, pro- 
vided they were not required to make the improvements that you have alluded to?— 
Exactly, and give ample security for the perforrjiance thereof. 

2002. Do you know if the Act has expired? — It was on the eve of expiring, 
and a report was in circulation that they were looking for a new one ; but not 
generally believed ; the thing is so monstrous a job that every one laughed at the 
idea of their looking for a renewal of the Act. 

2003. D 
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2003. Is there anything else that you wish to state connected with this Trust? — Charlef^Bianconi 

A part of the road is now in such a state that I am obliged to have an additional __ 

set of horses to work that car. 31 May 

2004. What is the amount of charge you make on that line per mile per pas- 183a. 
senger ? — A penny halfpenny only ; though the road is bad, the tolls are light ; we 

only now pay 1 a day for the morning car. 

2005. Would you reduce your rate of prices if the road was improved, so as to 
enable you to diminish the number of horses? — I could not do it, for I am now 
a considerable loser on the present fares ; and to keep up the intercourse we are 
sometimes obliged to make great sacrifices. 

2006. Are you acquainted with the road between Fermoy and Cork ? — I am. 

2007. Is that a turnpike road ? — It is. 

2008. What is the state of that road ? — It is generally heavy in winter. 

20og. What is the rate of toll that you pay on that road? — Forty-five pounds 
one shilling and four-pence per annum for 1 8 to 20 miles. 

2010. For how many cars ? — For one ; but sometimes they allow me to run an 
extra car by matter of courtesy, and for which I give a free seat in return to the 
road contractor. 

2011. Is that road repaired by contract? — It is under the care of Mr. Briscoe, 
of Fermoy. 

■ 2012. Is the road, under the management of Mr. Briscoe, araonopoly? — I believe 
he has the exclusive management of it. 

2013. Have you ever complained to Mr. Briscoe of the bad state of the road ? — 

I cannot say that I have, as Mr. Shaw, the mail-coach proprietor and contractor on 
that road, lives in the same town, and I thought if there were any real cause for com- 
plaint that he would remonstrate. 

' 2014. Is the road regularly scraped, and the mud taken off it? — That is the 
principal fault we find with it ; the road is heavy in winter, and it has not been 
generally repaired with limestone, which is the cause of its heaviness. 

2015. What is it repaired with? — Generally, I believe, with a kind of mountain- 
stone, there being no limestone on the line of road between Fermoy and Cork. 

2016. Is the mountain-stone less liable to wear than limestone ? — I believe one 
load of limestone is worth more than two of mountain-stone generally. 

201 7. Do you know the road between Dungarvan and Waterford ? — I do. 

2018. How many cars do you run on that road? — One. 

2019. What is the state of that road ? — The state of that road is very excellent; 
it is under the management of a contractor, I believe, for less than 1 s. a perch. 

2020. Is that a good road? — Most excellent. 

2021. Is the intercourse on that road as great as on the other roads of which 
there is no complaint, and on which the contract is given at the same rate ? — It is 
not ; much of this is a new line of road, and requires more care and has a greater 
scarcity of limestone. 

2022. And yet by proper management it is kept in an excellent state of repair at 
ij. a perch? — Yes. 

■ 2023. How many trustees are there on that road ? — A great many. 

2024. Do they attend the Boards? — Very fairly ; I generally sec a good attend- 
ance. When a late Act of Parliament was passed for that road, Lord Shaftesbury 
insisted upon having a clause introduced into it which made public conveyances pay 
every time they went through the gate, by which means I became liable to be charged 
62 1. 8i'. per annum ; and 1 did pay it for a part of the year. 

2025. Do you mean to say, that your return cars paid the same on returning as 
they paid on going? — By that clause every time a public conveyance goes through 
the gate it must pay. The consequence of this was, that I found I must either give 
up the car altogether, or get a reduction; and I therefore represented to the trustees 
the situation in which I was placed, and they reduced the tolls to 20/. for that car, 
and 5/. for another car on the Clonmel line, which goes over two miles of the same 
Trust, and for which I was subject to pay 12/. a year to the toll-collector. In 
consequence of this I was enabled to continue the Clonmel and Dungarvan car for 
the winter season, though I was often for many days without a single entry in the 
way-bill. 

2026. Was there any other public conveyance on that road? — Yes, the mail- 
coach- In the first contract with the mail-coach on that line of road, for the whole 
period, the trustees made a compliment of the tolls they received from the Post- 
office to the then contractor. 

645. u 2027. In 
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2027. In addition to his contract? — ^Yes, which was something over 200/. ayear- 

however, when there was a new contractor, they discovered that they had not the 
power of giving the money, and therefore they desisted from doing so, althoui>h 
the same Act of Parliament was in force at both periods. ® 

2028. Have you anything else to state of that Trust? — The line of road between 
Clonmel and Dungarvan, wdrich was made by the contractor under this Trust 
through a mountainous district, is Kept in repair by him for only -jd. a perch, and it 
is one of the best kept roads we travel. 

2029. Have you cars upon roads which are not turnpike roads ? — Yes. 

2030. You have cars from Wexford to Ballynasloe ? — I have, and I carry the 
mail the whole of the way, with the exception of the 24 miles between Waterford 
and Clonmel, and there it is done by a mail-coach. 

2031. Are all of the roads on that line repaired by county presentments? Th 

are, with the exception of three miles in the neighbourhood of Clonmel. ^ 

2032. Comparing the state of the roads repaired by county presentments with 

the roads repaired under Turnpike Trusts, which do you conceive to be in the best 
state of repair, which takes the greatest number of horses for your establishme 
to work ? — I have some presentment roads that I can work as well, if not bette” 
than the generality of turnpike roads, such as from within two miles'of Dunvarva'^’ 
to Clonmel, and from Thurles to Koscrea, where we go from 9 to lo'^'mile° 
an hour. ^ ® 

2033. Taking the aggregate, and comparing one with the other, which on the 
whole, do you find it easiest to work ?— The turnpike roads, because when ’the pre- 
sentment roads are bad they are next to impassable. 

2034. Knowing the state of the different roads, turnpike and presentment you 
conceive that the turnpike roads are, on the whole, even with the mismanagement 
you have described, better for the public than the presentment roads ?— No I do 
not; for I conceive that a well-regulated presentment road would be much more 
advantageous to the public, and might be done much more economically. 

2035. Do you conceive that it would be for the advantage of the public if the 
leading lines of roads in Ireland, on which there is considerable intercourse were 
made turnpike?— I would not make anyroad turnpike, unless where the ’public 
conveyances would at least pay half the expense of keeping up the roads clear of 
the expense of collection ; and for this reason ; with regard to turnpikes "’»ene'rallv 
speaking as they are at present managed in Ireland, great prejudice exists on the 
part of the country with respect to them; they imagine, that beinv purely an agri 
cultural country, there is no advantage to the Turnpike Trusts arisinn from the 
public conveyances, which are very limited, and not as in Eimland, which is a ma 
nufacturmg and commercial country ; and that therefore the agricultural interest 
bears the entire expense of the turnpike roads. The country only receives 8i in the 
pound for every pound they pay for bringing tlieir produce to market, under the 
presetit system of tolls. With respect to the first Trust on which I was examined, 
there is abou. .180/, paid for repairing the roads, taking the average of the last 
hree years. There are seven turnpike houses, which, if you take into account 
the budding, the wear and tear, the interest of the money for building them, or the 
rent, you cannot charge it less than 10 A for each toll-house, that is -of There 
are seven collector^ at los perweek, that being the sum allowed collectors generally, 
as appears in the Return before you, say 26A per annum, which would be 182A; 
that IS 1 .430 f at a rough calculation ; so that if the road was under a General Board 
of Supcrmtencleuce respectable contractors could be had to repair it for from 

W -bole calculation. 

The “ r calculation ?— 

“ UirroUt’ of of the County of Kilkenny to the Bounds of 

I knL lipporary and Cork,” and one of the best-intentioiied Trusts 

lines^nf would be lor the public advantage, that the leading 

i do hllil ““< 1 “ the control of a public Board ?- 

turnnikp^svstem ^ -Itc-tly explained the disadvantages of the present 
me r will no ’ many instances which have presented themselves to 

nre’,en,renK -buses of the present system of grand jury 

of makiiw some m'f ett® of money was granted for the purpose 

Ikh a In , m, f “ “u Tb-tl-s -d Nenagh ; since 
which large sums of money have been granted for the repairs of it; still w-e ate 

obliged 
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obliged every winter to desert it, from our inability to pass it; the rate-payers . 
havin'^ no control over those levying the assessment, nor remedy against those C Aarfeg lanco nt. 
receiving it. 3, May, 

2038. If you were to do away with turnpikes, how would yon raise a fund to be 1832. 

expended by the Board which you allude to ? — By a county presentment. My own 
opinion is, that the turnpike toll in the South of Ireland is filmost exclusively paid 
by agricultural produce, with very few exceptions. The management of the trustees 
in salaries, if they were even to have a contract, swallow up, on an average, full as 
much as the public establishments, including the mail-coaches, pay to them. The 
Trust which stands No. rj in the Return, expends more in the management of 
officers and the charges of the toll-collectors, by nearly 100 1. a year, than it gets 
for all public conveyances put together ; therefore that loo/. a year is paid prin- 
cipally by the agricultural produce, for since the establishment of steam-boats 
between Cork and Dublin the traffic by land-carriage has been very limited ; very 
little has been received from carriers ; consequently all the charges must come on 
the agricultural produce ; for instance, in the Trust Kilkenny and the bounds of 
the countyTipperary, the expenditure of management exceeds what is received from 
public conveyances by 74/. in a distance of 1 2 miles; and on the Dungarvan Trust, 

Waterford and county of Cork, the expenditure is 150/. over and above what they 
receive from the public conveyances. These calculations allow the collectors only 
lOJ. per week, which is, in many cases, much less than what the collectors draw 
from the country. 

2039. Your establishment extends from the South to the West of Ireland, and 
unites a great portion of Leinster?— It goes daily, and to some of the towns two 
or three times a day ; from Waterford to Wexford ; from Waterford to Enniscorthy ; 
from Waterford to Cork; from Waterford to Roscrea; from Waterford to Limerick; 
from Waterford to Dungarvan; from Waterford to Mallow; from Waterford to 
Kilkenny ; from Waterford to Thurles ; from Kilkenny to Cork ; from Kilkenny 
to Limerick; from Kilkenny to Thurles, Roscrea and Nenagh ; from Kilkenny to 
Waterford; from Kilkenny to Carrick-on-Suir ; from Ross to Thomastown ; from 
Clonmel to Dungarvan; from Roscrea to Ballinasloe ; from Roscrea to Borris-o- 
kane ; and from Cork to Limerick, by Fermoy. 

2040. Will you state the lines on which you carry the mail ? — From Waterford 
to Wexford once a day ; from Ross to Thomastown ; from Clonmel to Roscrea, by 
Fethard; from Roscrea to Borris-o-kane, by Cloughjordan ; from Kilkenny to 
Thurles ; and from Roscrea to Parsonstown, and from that to Ballinasloe. 

2041. At what rate of travelling do you convey these mails per hour? — We vary 
from from six to nine miles per hour; but my contract is at the rate of six to 
seven miles. 

2042. At what rate are you paid per mile for carrying the mail on the cross 
lines? — From 2(1. to -^d.y not under 2(1. nor exceeding 3i/. for the double mile. 

2043. Are any of the cross lines on which you convey the mail, turnpike roads ? 

— Yes; there is between Kilkenny and Thurles. 

2044. Does the Post-office pay the toll of your car on that line? — On the first 
establishment of mail-coaches in Ireland, the coach proprietors then being prin- 
cipally the contractors for or proprietors of the roads, under a monopoly of the 
Act of 33d Geo. III., made all four-wheeled vehicles carrying mails liable to tolls 
on turnpike roads; consequently the mail-coaches were subject to tolls. Having not 
mentioned two-wheeled vehicles, we take the advantage of the law, and pay no 
tolls at all for two-wheeled vehicles carrying the mails. 

2045. Would you contract to carry the mails upon all the turnpike lines on 
which you have cars at the same rate that you convey them on the lines winch 
are not turnpike? — No, I could not do it at the same rate of travelling and at that 
price. 



« 45 . 
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2046. YOU Stated in your Evidence yesterday, that in the South of Ireland 

turnpike toll was levied principally on agricultural produce ; that by the system of 
management under Turnpike Trusts a large portion of the sum levied was consumed 
in salaries, which would be saved if the leading roads were placed under a Gener 1 
Board, and the amount necessary for repairs and improvement levied by an equal 
assessment on land, as at present levied under grand juries; on examining tli 
Returns presented from the different Trusts, are you still of the same opinion ■?-! 
I am. ^ 

2047. Is there a toll charged on the road between the bounds of Kilkenny to the 

bounds of the county of Cork for manure or limestone for the purpose of improvincr 
land ? — I cannot tell of my own knowledge. ° 

2048. What are the tolls principally levied from on that road ? — Princioallv nn 

agricultural produce. F j n 

2049. Is it produce going to market, or going fi-om farm to farm ?— Goino m 

market principally. ° ^ 

2050. Is there any toll charged on that road for horses going to be shod 

So?™* cannot answer that question to my own 

2051. Can you answer it from your belief? — No. 

2052. Have you ever seen any of the books of that Trust Never 

2053. It is stated in the Return by the Shankhill Trust, of which you complained 

yesterday, that no toll was paid by any other public conveyance except the mail- 
coa^ches ; is *ere on that road any other public conveyance but the rn^ail-coaches 
aud youi car . -There are two day cars belonging to me ; the one plies daily to and 
from , there IS another plies three days a week up and three days down, which makes 
the same toll ; there is another car belonging to another person, and a day coach 
besides, plying three days a week up and three days down. ^ 

2054. Does that day coach pay toilful should rather think it did, though 

I cannot say precisely ; but I suppose it must, as 1 pay. ° 

“ The questions in these Returns are, “ The amount paid by the Post-office 

^ for mail-coaches? that is stated by the Return to be included in the annual 
income; the next queshon is, “ What sums arc paid by other public conveyances?” 
ho“' ‘ “ * ^“^ " ‘™-l‘0-4nd 6 d. for a single- 

r/-/* is stated in the Return that the rent of 'the gates was UQl in 1820 

?s to iwh\n,! Si'T s‘“ge-coaches and othe; 

I hLe r™? ? p 4’ . f” i“ *e general income of the Trust ?- 

* Tl if is to the toll-coliector that I pay it. 

Ido not. toll-collectors the coach proprietors pay ?- 

of there' I^ilkenny to the fact 

luTin Ze I would hope" that was" the reason, 

redress. Shankhill Trust there are a great many trustees, and still I got no 

mile??-IHstw?“ Shankhill to Waterford is stated here as thirty-five 
give the Post office muh ? “re Post-office ; I can only 

L have f Z “ S°od as any other that the Committee 

Trust, and for which they pa^toR I"''*' “i'os, being under the 

roa?™ ffinfraZ“ren'“‘ ’'l®'?S'ish measure ?-About thirty-three. All these 
to that select are"iu S meLu"™”nr”™‘’ 

made in Enghsh^meLmement^lZs "" English measurement .?— Even if it is 
20b2. Tne total mcome of the Trust is 833/. 6s. gd., the.whole of which.iqay be 

expended 
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expended on the road, as the Return states there is no debt; do^'ou conceive that 
sum of money is sufficient to give you a better road than you have at present ? — By 
reference to the surveyor’s report, I find that for 600 1. a year, a great many improve- 
ments would be made, and the road kept in perfect repair for seven years by him ; 
but I have reason to know that if the road was once restored to a proper state of 
repair, that respectable contractors, with ample security, would begot to keep it in 
repair for about 300 1. a year, as at least half of the Trust has little or no thorough- 
fare. In proof of which, the four turnpikes which are between Luke’s Well and 
Shankhill, a distance of about 17 Irish miles, ]my a little more than too/, a year ; 
whereas the other two turnpikes, namely, between Luke’s Well and Waterford, a 
distance of only nine miles, pay about 500Z. a year, which sum is principally levied 
on cars widi the produce of the country from Kilkenny to Waterford, the most 
convenient sea-port town. 

2063. In the proposal of Mr. Kearney to repair the road for 600/. a year, do you 
imagine he took into account the amount of capital he •would be obliged to lay 
out ?n the first instance to put it into a good state of repair? — Not that only, but 
also for the many alterations the road requires for carrying the necessary improve- 
ments into effect, as stated by him. 

2064. Did Mr. Kearney state to you, that for 600/. a year he would make the 
improvements which the road would require? — He did, with the exception of one 
near the city of Waterford, which would require an alteration of the line of road 
altogether. 

2065. It is staled in the account of annual expenditure for the last three years, 
that there was the sum of 17/. 4^. for surveying the line of road, and erecting 
milestones ; are milestones placed on that road, showing it to be the length which 
is stated in the Return? — I cannot say anything about it. 

2066. Have you seen any milestones on that road ? — I have ; but I have not 
been on the whole line since they were erected. Supposing the road was even re- 
paired at IS. a perch, and that they were obliged to pay that, which I know would 
be the outside (for the rest of the road to Kilkenny, which is almost as great 
a thoroughfare as that, is at present repaired for from 9 to lie?, per perch), and 
1 can work that stage with a set of horses less than I can a stage to Waterford, 
which is under this Trust, although only about two miles longer ; therefore if 1 

a perch was even necessary to keep it in repair, it would come only to 39 ^^* 
cording to the Post-office Return ; adding to the income of this Trust the expense 
of the collection of the tolls, including the rent of the six gates and the pay of the 

six collectors, it would leave a balance against the public of “O'^L 6s. gd. 

2067. It is stated in this Return, that there was a sum of 37 L 6 s. 6 d. expended 
on the new line at Jerpoint; was that new line at Jerpoint an improvement r 

I am not acquainted with the place. 

2068. Was there any new line made on any part of that road ? — My knowledge 
of the road is only from Ballyhale to Waterford. 

2069. Of what description are the materials used for repairing this road ? — They 
are principally field stones, although limestone quarries are alongside the road in 

many places. . , r 1 1 

2070. The Return states, that “ the average distance of materials from the road 
“ varies from near to two miles, and in many places very difficult to be got is that 
correct ? — My opinion is, that if there was a very great scarcity of materials, those 
people who are very anxious to undertake the contracts from 6d. to \ s. per Irish 
perch, and for which they would give ample security, would not be so desirous. 

2071. You stated in a former part of your Evidence, that there was no manure 
or limestone carried on that road, and yet the Return states, that “ the Board of 
“ Trustees had taken off the tolls on cars carrying lime for agricuUura! purposes, 
“ which has greatly depreciated the funds, and caused great additional expense 
“ in the repairs r” — I am not aware of having answered such a question. I ap- 
plied the answer to the Trust which is between Kilkenny and Cork ; and I also 
meant, that very little lime was brought through the gates. There is o. great 
quantity of limestone in the country, and there is very little necessity for biinging it 
through the gates. 

2072. Is there much traffic on the roads in the South of Ireland, of carriers con- 
veying goods from one town to the other ?— Not much ; particularly since the steamers 
were established between Cork and Dublin. 

2073. Do you conceive that the persons who now contribute to the tolls on the 

roads would prefer being taxetl by a county rale for keeping up these roads to 
•'.•645';:^ u 3 
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Mr. paying turnpike toll ?— I am quite satisfied tlmt they would much ratherpay a some 
CharUs Bianconi. thing additional to their taxes, and have no turnpikes in bringing their produc 

market. ° ® 

'183“.’ Can you suggest any improvement in the line of the road from Kilkennv to 

Waterford ? — There is a very great steep in the immediate neighbourhood of Wate 
ford, together with a most dangerous turn ; and I think it the worst spot between 
Dublin and Waterford, which can be very easily avoided by running a road under it 
and by which the distance would be considerably shortened, and at the same tim’ 
a perfect level obtained. The remainder of the road is now very hilly and narrow' 
and by the suggested alterations these inconveniences would be entirely obviated ■ 
and I am of opinion that if there was no Trust on that road, that that improvement 
would have been made long since by the county at large, inasmuch as they have con 
siderably improved the line of the road between Raliyhale and Kilkenny, and cut 
away several hills that were more difficult of accomplishment and less ciaiMeroua 
than that ; and if we were to draw inferences, I am of opinion that this very 
dangerous point to a mail-coach line of road would not be left so long unremedled. ^ 
2075. Do you know whether any representation was ever made to the trustees of 
the necessity of this improvement? — Mr. Purcell (who is the mail-coach contractor 
on the line) and I talked over the matter, but we conceived it would be of no use in 
inaking representations to a Trust who neglected minor points sb much as they had 
done with such ample means. 

207(). Is there any other evidence you wish to give relating to turnpike roads 5— 
There is a Turnpike Trust between the city of Kilkenny and the bounds of the 
county of Tipperary; the present expenses are 355/. 6j. yd.; there are three 
turnpikes ; consequently if 30 1 . is put down for rent, 78 I. for tllree collectors at 
to j. a week, it would make a charge to the county of 463 L 6 s. 5 d. ; and if the 
road was once put in proper repair, I have reason to believe that a contract would 
be easily got to keep it in repair afterwards for 1 r. per percb, and which would make 
a saving to the county of 255 I, tiv, yr/. in the short distance of between 1 2 and 12 
miles. ^ 



2077. Are the gates let to auction, or are they held by the keepers and servants 
ot the trustees ? — I believe that generally they are let by auction. 

2078. How do you make out to, r. a week for men keeping the gates ?—Ilecause 
no man taking the gates would like to work at less than 1 o a week ; I put it down 
as the average of what is generally paid, but I am quite confident that there arc 
many instances in which the collectors receive much more than that. 

21179. That is not an actual payment of 10 i. a week ?--No ; in many cases, as 
X have just said, a turnpike-keeper makes large sums of money, which of course 
goes against the credit of the county. 

20S0. Have you any further information to give with respect to abuses on any 
° n j ^ by *e geotlemen of the county of Cork 

and Waterford, as well as many gentlemen of the county of Limerick, to run a car 
between Cork and Limerick on the I'ermoy line of the road, which would afford 
great facility of intercourse between the county of Waterford and the city of 
1 royious to my starting it, I made arrangements with the toll-collectors 
or the tolls of the car ; at the end of the year the tolls were re-let, reserving the tolls 
of my car in the hands of the trustees ; and I have reason to think that this was 
done by the influence of interested persons, as the secretary of the trustees is also 
interested in the monopoly of the coaches (I judge it was so as well from that 
as the subsequent conduct of the trustees on the occasion) ; and without giving me 
S'v°^“^'r*'i?’™?‘^“®'‘’“‘“^''’Sayingtheyhad settled I should paysof. ayear 
or 1 mi es of the road that I was to travel with that car ; for I must premise 
to you, that the Act of Parliament which governs this Trust also contains what we 
vron t “n Shaftesbury’s Clause, and which, if persevered in, would put a 

I 1 public conveyances, particularly in the South of Ireland, and which sum 
^ obliged t,o pay. On representing the matter to the trustees in the 
tioK unreasonableness of the charge, and they reduced it to 

halt the sum for the present year. ^ 

orro?.!!o amount of toll on i6 miles the year before you made your 

uearMorbleThaU^wtrfitfl^^^^^ but I should suppose that the 50/. wa, 

S'? “"bnue to run that car?— I do. 

2083. What sum do you pay ?— I am to pay for this year 25 1 . 

* 2084. Do 
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20S4. Do you pay 25/. to the trustees, or to the lessees of the Trust? — To Wr. 

the trustees ; and it is very singular, that though there are many cars running on Biancom , 

that road and between these turnpikes, I was the only person as to whom the ^ 
exception was made; theother cars were allowed to pass for 4</. and dd.js. day 1832.’ 

through the different turnpikes, by the toll-collectors, while I was charged at between 
3j. and 4J. 

2085. Can you state the name of the Trust on which this occurred? — It is 
between Limerick and Charleville. I was also present at a meeting of trustees for 
letting the tolls between Limerick and Tralee, one part of that Trust ; and a propo- 
sition was made to reserve in the hands of the trustees the tolls of any coaches that 
might run on that line of the road. However, the trustees saw into the matter, that it 
was a kind of monopoly against free competition ; they would not allow it, and 
they waived the idea. 

2086. Is it not a common practice of trustees of roads to reserve in their own 
hands the toll of public conveyances on the letting of the gates ? — Yes, when those 
public conveyances are established for any time they generally do that ; but it is not 
done for the purpose of causing prohibitory tolls. 

2087. Do you consider, in the reservation made in the case alluded to by you, 
when you paid the toll of 50 that they did so to prevent your making easier terms 
with the lessee of the Trust ? — I exonerate the trustees from any such intention ; as 
their conduct subsequently showed, it was effected by other means. This district is 
purely agricultural, and you can scarcely go anywhere without paying a turnpike in 
bringing the produce to market. At Limerick, the roads that are not under Trust 
are shamefully let go to destruction, and I cannot understand that. 

2088. Do you mean to say that the trustees of the roads, who are also grand 
jurors, prevent the grand jury roads from being repaired, in order to increase the 
traffic on the turnpike-roads of which they are trustees? — I cannot give an answer 
to that, because it is quite a problem to me. I have not been able to divine how it is 
that the public roads not under Trust are allowed to go to destruction ; such as the 
mail-coach road between Waterford and Limerick, particularly in the neighbour- 
hood of the city of Limerick. 

2089. Do you believe that the trustees, acting also as grand jurors, use their 
influence as grand jurors to prevent those roads being repaired for the purpose of 
increasing the profit on the turnpike roads ?^ — I cannot answer that question. 

2090. What is your belief? — I am so puzzled about the business, that I was 
never able to form any belief at all upon it. 

2091 . Is it a fact, that in the county of which you speak, the turnpike roads are in a 
better order than the roads repaired by the grand jury presentments? — ’In this case it is 
the fact ; but I cannot speak generally as to that. I speak principally as to the mail- 
coach road between Limerick and Waterford, and particularly in the vicinity of Lime- 
rick ; it is in a most dreadful state. I wish to impress on the Committee, that in my 
speaking so severely of Turnpike Trusts, that I have been obliged to do so ; and in so 
doing it is not studying my own interest ; because, if I preferred myoum interest exclu- 
sively, I would rather have a moderate turnpike on the leading roads to no turnpike 
at all. I speak for the general good of the country, as people see clearly that they 
do not get anything like value for the money they pay. Besides the turnpikes are 
a source of great discontent generally, continual vexation to the people; and there- 
fore if such Boards as I alluded to yesterday were formed (local ones in the county, 
composed of the rate-payers without salary, and one in Dublin, appointed and paid 
by Government, who should have the power of advancing all sums necessary to 
make important alterations in old roads, or erect new ones,) it would give to Ireland 
essential advantages in this respect, which she does not now possess ; and in proof 
of what I say, I shall adduce one example : I, at present, run three different cars 
daily between Cashel and Clonmel, by three different roads, none of which, in my 
opinion, are eligible for a mail-coach, though a fine line of country lies between 
these two towns, that would admit of an excellent level, and make the road shorter 
by some miles between Clonmel and Cashel and the interior generally, and would 
enable the farmers of one of the greatest agricultural districts in the South of Ireland 
to bring their produce at a considerable saving of time and e.xpense to Clonmel, 
one of, if not the most important inland towns in Ireland. 
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Richard Griffith, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

2092. Y OU are a civil engineer, in the employment of Government ? — I am. 

2093. In what works are you employed at present under Government? At 

present I am not conducting any works; I have been employed as engineer of 
public works in the province of Munster, in Ireland, and during the last nine years 
have executed 235 miles of new road, 170 miles of which were made at the ex* 
pense of the Government, and 55 miles at the joint expense of the Government 
and the counties in which they are situated. I am at present employed in con- 
ducting the Boundary department of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, and also as 
General Commissioner of Valuations for Ireland, under the General Valuation Act. 

2094. Is your time fully occupied with your present duties? — It is. 

2095. So as to prevent your devoting any portion of your time to any additional 
public duty ? — At present I could not undertake the direction of any additional public 
department, but I might give assistance by way of opinion, as I am frequently in 
the habit of doing, in several departments connected with Government. 

Q096. Are you acquainted with the leading roads in Ireland ? — lam very generally 
acquainted with roads in Ireland. 

2097. In all parts of it ? — Yes, in all parts. 

2098. In what state are they at present? — As might be expected, there is great 
variety in the state of the public roads in Ireland ; at present some are in very 
fair travelling order, and some in bad repair ; but, generally speaking, the leading 
public roads in Ireland are not in the same state of perfect repair, in respect to 
drainage, form or smoothness, as some of the leading roads in England are at this 
time. 

2099. To what do you attribute the comparatively bad state of the roads in Ire- 
land ? — To want of system, and frequently to want of knowledge in the condii^ors. 

2100. Will you state to the Committee the difference in the mode of repairing 
the roads under Turnpike Trusts, and the system you adopt, both as to price and 
quality of materials ?— I cannot say that I am intimately acquainted with the 
general system on which Turnpike Trusts conduct their works ; generally speaking, 
they let them by contract, but in some cases day labourers are employed. 

2101. Are you at all aware of the price paid for labour and for broken stones 
under Turnpike Trusts? — I have no accurate knowledge respecting the expenditure 
on turnpike roads, excepting that derived from some Returns that have been laid 
before this Committee. 

2102. Is the quality of materials you have seen used on the turnpike roads such 
as you would recommend? — Generally speaking, they are not; in many cases un- 
screened gravel is used, and,' excepting on the principal lines of mail-coach road, 
broken stone has been rarely made use of, excepting where no gravel could be pro- 
cured ; but I must say, that within the last few years the use of broken stones as 
a material for the repair of roads has much increased. 

2103. Are the stones in general properly broken? — Frequently they are not; 
but much improvement has also been effected within the last few years in that 
particular. 

2104. Are the roads in general properly fenced and drained? — They are very 
rarely either well fenced or drained ; want of sufficient drainage is the great imper- 
fection of the roads of Ireland; generally speaking, drainage is not sufficiently 

original construction of the roads ; and those who have the charge 
of the repairs are usually very careless in respect to the rapid discharge of v'ater 
from the surface of the road ; consequently in wet seasons a much greater quantity 
or metalling is required to keep up the road, than would have been necessary had 
the drainage been attended to ; and at the same time the traveller suffers the incon- 
venience of anew broken stone road. 

. 2 1 05. Is it your opinion that the period 0^ the year at which roads are generally 

repaired 
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repaired in Ireland, is not the best that might be chosen ? — I am not aware that Richard Griffith, 
turnpike roads are repaired at any particular season of the year. iisq- 

2 1 06. Is it not usual to repair the turnpike roads during the winter months, when ~ 

labour can be had at a lower rate, and when the road is in an unfit state to receive "^1834!’ 
repairs ? — I cannot say that I can specify any particular road where such is the 

case ; I am aware the contractors usually employ the people when they can get 
them cheapest; but the great fault in repairing the roads is, that they are not 
scraped before the new material is put on. 

2107. That is, they put fresh materials on mud?— In many cases they do. 

2108. Do you describe the shape of the roads as being bad? — Yes. 

2iog. What is the present shape? — They are a great deal too round, that is, 
the roads are too much elevated in the centre, the object of which is to let the water 
fall off, and thus avoid the trouble of keeping the water-tables and side drains open ; 
whenever a road is out of repair, it is usual to heap materials in the centre, and by 
that means the form becomes gradually worse and worse. 

2H0. Does it not often happen on some of the roads, that the mud is scraped 
to the sides, and by not being removed in proper time, it forms banks, and makes 
the centre of the road hollow instead of high? — In some of the great turnpike 
roads of Ireland, which are from 50 to do feet in width, and where some attention 
is paid to scraping, that circumstance does occasionally take place ; and I have 
known instances where drains have been cut through these side ridges of mud from 
the centre of the road to the water-tables, so as to effect a partial drainage. 

2111. What system did you adopt on those roads which you kept in repair after 
making them, and previous to your delivering them up to the Government Board? 

— The system I adopted was to appoint one person to superintend the road to a 
certain extent, say for a length of' about 40 miles ; this person was paid at the 
rate of 1 5 s. per week ; under him a certain number of day-labourers were employed 
to keep the road in repair. Their duty consisted in keeping open the drains, 
scraping the mud off the roads, and supplying materials when required ; the 
materials for metalling were delivered at certain positions on the road, by contract, 
at so much per cubic yard, and the cost per cubic yard of the materials varied from 
1 s. ^d. to 1 s. lor/,, the stones being all broken, so that the largest would pass 
through a ring two inches in diameter. The last roads with the repairs of which 
I have had anj' interference, were those made by me in the county of Tipperary; 
their length is 41 miles, and the persons appointed by me were continued by the 
Board of Public Works, who adopted the system which I have just described. 

These roads cost for repairing about 8 1 . per mile per annum, and they are in very 
good order. 

2112. Is the traffic on those roads considerable ? — Not very considerable at pre- 
sent; but the species of traffic to which they are exposed, is more injurious to the 
road than one that might be more considerable; it frequently happens that from 
60 to 100 cars, with narrow wheels, two feet six inches in diameter, all heavily 
loaded with limestone for manure, or turf, pass in a string, following one track. 

The habit of the country is, for all the farmers to collect together, to draw lime or 
turf for one man on one day, and for another man on another day ; the consequence 
is, that if there be the least imperfection in the road, it is certain to receive injury in 
that place. 

2113. Have you observed a great difference between your system of management 
and that under Turnpike Trusts, in the repair of roads?- — Very great; the difference 
consists in the accurate attentiou that is paid to the drainage, to the form of the road, 
and to its general smoothness and cleanliness. My object was, to make the people 
attend to the road, so as to give it the appearance of a gravel vvalk, and in fact to 
resemble the Holyhead Road. This minute attention to detail, although apparently 
unnecessary, is of the greatest advantage, ineismucli as no water is ever suffered to 
lie on the road for one moment, and as soon as the rain is over, the road is compara- 
tively dry. 

2114. Have you a certain number of men, under your system, allotted to each 
mile of road? — Four men, with occasional assistance, were found sufficient to keep 
ten miles in repair. 

2115. Have you prepared any scale for the expense of repairing of roads, appor- 
tioning the different prices to the different sizes and comparative intercourse on the 
roads? — I have. 

645. X 2116. Have 
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2116. Have the goodness to read it to the Committee? — The Table which 
I have prepared for the Committee is calculated on the supposition, that stones for 
breaking are quarried, on an average, at the rate of $d. per cubic yard, broken at the 
rate of per cubic yard, and drawn to the depository on the road for 6d. per 
cubic yard; altogether i 5. per cubic yard. 



1 

n 


<5 


Cost of Bepairs per 
Perch Statute. 


Cost of Repairs per 
Mile Statute. 


Number of Cubic 
Feet per Perch. 


Cost per Cubic Foot. 


Cost per Perch for 
broken Slone. 


Cost per Perch for 
spreading Stones and 
Drainage, &c. 


Overplus to cover 
Overseers’ Wages 
and Incidents. 
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Great traffic. 



The first column in this table refers to a road 21 feet in breadth; there is no 
turnpike road in Ireland so narrow as 21 feet, and consequently perhaps that road 
does not immediately come within the province of this Committee; at the same 
time, as I have prepared the table, it is as well that I should communicate the in- 
formation. A road 21 feet in breadth between the fences, 14 feet breadth of 
metalling, may be kept in repair at the rate of 4^. per statute or English perch; 
provided screened gravel be used, the cost, at 4 d per perch, 135/. 1 u. per mile; 
the quantity ot material which can be laid on the road for that price is three cubic 
feet of screened gravel, cost id.-, cost per perch for the labourers attending the 
drainage of the road and keeping it in repair, 2d.; and \d. is left to cover the 
expense of the overseer’s wages and incidents, making altogether The next road 
I shall mention is also 21 feet in width, and 14 feet breadth of metalling; cost per 
perch 6 d., per mile 8/. ; number of cubic feet of broken stone per perch, four; 
cost per cubic foot, I that is at the rate which I specified at the head of the table, 
namely, \ s.Zd. per cubic yard ; cost per perch for broken stone, 3 d , ; cost per perch 
for spreading the stones and drainage, 2d.; the overplus to cover overseer’s wages 
and incidents, 1 d. The next road I shall mention is 32 feet in breadth ; this road 
does come within the meaning of the Turnpike Trusts, and many turnpike roads in 
Ireland do not exceed that breadth; and I am of opinion that 32 feet between'the 
fences is a sufficient breadth for any road except those in the immediate vicinity of 
large towns. A road 32 feet in breadth, 21 feet of metalling, would cost, per perch, 
for repairs, i ; cost per mile, if)/.; number of cubic feet of broken stone, per 
perch 8 1. price Id. per cubic foot; cost per perch of broken stone, 6 d. ; cost per 
perch for spreading the stones and draining, 4\d.; overplus to cover overseer’s 
wages and incidents, _ 1 ^d. Those calculations are made for a road on which there 
is but moderate traffic. I shall now state a calculation for the repairs of a road 32 
feet in breadth, on which there is considerable traffic. Breadth of metalling as before, 
21 feet ; cost of repairs per statute perch, i 6 d. ; cost per mile, 24 /. ; number of 
cubic feet, per perch, of broken stone, 12; cost per foot, ^d.; cost, per perch, of 
broken stone, ^d..; cost, per perch, for spreading stones and drainage, jd.; overplus 
to cover overseer’s wages and incidents, 2d. 1 think I may say the average of the 

turnpike roads of Ireland might be kept in repair at that rate, namely for 24/. per 
mile. 1 mean in good repair, the drainage being so perfect that no water should lie 
on any part of the road. According to an Act of the Irish Parliament, (I do not 
exactly remember the number,) mail-coach roads direct from Dublin were not allowed 

to • 
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to be of less width than 50 feet, vvliich breadth, as I have already mentioned, appears Richard Grifitk, 
to me to be quite unnecessary. In consequence of that breadth a greater expense is 
incurred in beeping the road in repair, particularly in scraping and in draining. 

I shall now state the cost at which a road 50 feet in breadth, and on which there is ^1832!’ 
moderate trafiic, may be kept in repair. The breadth of metalling of this road should 
be 30 feet, cost of repair per statute perch, 1 C>d. In fact, the cost of a road 50 
feet in breadth, of moderate traffic, is about the same as a road 32 feet in breadth of 
considerable traffic, owing to the difference in the expense of drainage and in scrap- 
ing. I shall next read the calculation of the expense of keeping a road in repair of 50 
feet in breadth, on which there is considerable traffic. The breadth of metalling, 30 
feet; cost per statute perch, for repairs, 2s.; cost per mile, 32^. Number of cubic 
feet of broken stones, per perch, 16; price per cubic foot, id.; cost, per perch, for 
broken stones, 1 s, ; cost, per perch, for spreading, scraping and draining, 9 d. ; over- 
plus to cover overseer's wages and incidents, $d. The last calculation in the table 
is for a road also of 50 feet in breadth, but on which there is great traffic, and which 
•may be supposed to be a road in the neighbourhood of Dublin, or of Cork, or Belfast. 

On such a road the breadth of metalling should be 32 feet; cost of repair per statute 
perch, 2S. 6 d.’f cost of repair per statute mile, 40/. Number of cubic feet of brokeu 
stone, per perch, 22; cost per cubic foot, id.; cost per perch, for broken stone, 

IS. cost per perch for spreading stones, scraping and draining, lor/,; over- 

plus to cover overseer’s wages and incidents, 3lrf. I conceive there are very few 
roads indeed, in Ireland, that require so large an expenditure as 40/. per mile. 

I think most of the great roads may be repaired for 32/. including every expense, 

.and the ordinary roads of considerable traffic from 16/. to 24/. per mile. 

2117. In describing the statute perch and the statute mile, you of course mean 
the English mile? — I do. 

2118. And the English perch of five yards and a half? — Certainly. 

21 19. You mentioned it to be 1 s. Sd. the cubic yard ; do you suppose, on the 
greater part of the turnpike roads in Ireland, with which you are acquainted, that 
•that smn would be sufficient? — I think it would on an average; in some places 
Broken stones may be procured and delivered on the road, parlicularly in the lime- 
stone country, at i 3 d. per cubic yard ; in other places it will cost 1 s. 6 d., and in 
the most expensive, not more than 2s., and I think the average may be about 
1^, Zd. per cubic yard, when broken and delivered on the road. 

2120. You described, in a former part of your evidence, the state of the roads 
in Ireland at present to be bad, in consequence of the bad shape which was given to 
them; how much would you add to the sum of 24/. a mile, of 32/. and of 40/. 
a mile, on the three classes of roads which you have described, to put them into 
•a good shape, and afterwards to keep them in repair? — The cost of bringing a road 
into a proper form will of course vary very materially, and in all cases such alterations 
should be made by degrees. I should think, on an average, the cost of re-forming 
a 32 foot road,'w'ould vary from 2S. to 45. per perch, and for a 50 foot road, 

•probably from 35. to 6 j. per perch. 

2121. Is that in addition to the sums which you have stated as sufficient to 
keep them in repair? — That expense is exclusive of the repairs. 

2122. Mr. Macadam has stated in his Evidence, that by adopting the improved 
■system of road-making, that the road could be placed in a superior state of shape 
to what it was before, at the same cost which it formerly took to keep it in repair 
under the old system; is that your opinion? — That will be determined by the 
-quantity of materials that are on the road at the time; if a road happens to have 
had a great quantity of materials heaped in the centre, which is not an unusual 
occurrence, the metalling may be removed, the road formed to a proper shape, and 
the metalling replaced again, without exceeding the usual cost of repairs ; but if 
there was not pi-eviously a sufficient quantity' of materials on the road, it could not 
be re-formed and kept in repair widiout increasing the expense for that year. 

2123. Mr. Macadam also states, the improved system of road-making gives 
.increased employment to the poor over the system formerly adopted ; do you agree 
in that? — I do agree in that statement; I will give a reason for it ; in the system of 
•contract, a contractor, who is generally a fanner, will employ his own horses and 
his own labourers at the time that there is a slack in his agricultural works, and he 
will not employ any of the paujoers or the labourers of the country who require 
.employment. The same observation, I must say, applies to the presentments under 
the grand jury system. 

645. X 2 2124. Would 
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2124. Would your proposed system obviate that difficulty? — It would in a great 

measure. I propose that the road should be kept drained, and the materials spread 
by people employed by the day ; but I think it requisite that the roads should be 
supplied with broken stones by contract, inasmuch as it would be more expensive 
for the overseers of the road to keep horses for the purpose of drawing the stones 
than if that department at least was done by contract. I have myself, in some 
instances, found it advantageous to quarry stones at so much per cubic yard by one 
set of men, to break them by a second, and draw them by a third, and all by con- 
tract; and when that can be done, the poorest class of labourers can be employed 
to do the whole work, except the drawing alone. ^ 

2125. Would you approve of employing the labourers of the country, not accus- 

tomed to road-making, to lay on these materials ? — The persons whom I would 
employ as labourers on the road should be constantly the same ; but there is no 
necessity to employ strangers, as any handy labourer would soon learn his duty 
under the direction of the overseer. ^ 

2126. You mean that they should be persons trained to that kind of work?— 
Yes, but the mere labourers should be people residing in the neighbourhood of the 
road ; I would never seek them from a distance. 

2127. What do you suppose to be the expense of salaries and wages per mile 
under the present system of repairing roads under Turnpike Trusts in Ireland?-^ 
The only data I possess on that subject are taken from the Returns which have been 
made to this Committee, and I liave only seen a few of them ; but, generally speakf 
ing, it must be evident that Turnpike Trusts, which are sometimes ten and rarely 
exceed thirty miles in length, must work disadvantageously. Establishments must 
be formed for each Trust, and the expense of each will frequently be considerable 
in proportion to the length of the road, and much greater than would be necessary 
were the roads kept in repair under one general system. I did extract from some 
of the Returns laid before this Committee the amount of the salaries at present paid. 
In the Returns the miles are generally given in Irish measure ; I have converted them 
into British. The expense for salaries on the road from Dunleer to Dundalk, the 
length of which is 1 3 miles, 1 furlong 32 perches statute measure, was 36/. i8^. '6d 
On the Trust from Dundalk to Newry, which is 12 miles, 5 furlongs and 9 perches, 
80/. 7^. t^d. is the amount paid for salaries. From Banbridge to Belfast, the length 
is 12 miles, 2 furlongs and 2 perches; the amount of salaries per annum 30/. 
These three form so much of the road from Dublin to Belfast. I mention them 
first, as the road from Dundalk to Belfast is by much the best road in Ireland ; that 
IS, it IS kept in the most perfect state of repair ; and in fact I may say it is almost 
the only road in Ireland that is kept in repair according to a regular system; that 
is, the drainage is attended to, and the general form of the road preserved. The 
materials are placed in repositories at the side of the road, and altogether it assumes 
the aspect of system and regularity. 

2128. Do those subdivisions form one Trust, or are they three separate Trusts? 

separate Trusts; the next road I will take is from Dublin 
length is 26 miles 6 furlongs; the amount of salaries is 

388/. 135. 4r/. 

2129 From whence do you derive that information ?— From the Returns laid 
before this Committee by Mr. George Taylor, the manager of the road ; it is given 
under the head of “ Management,” which I conceive to be similar to the salary of 
officers. From the city of Kilkenny to the bounds of the county of Tipperary, the 
Jenglh of the road is 16 miles, 3 furlongs and 13 perches; the amount of salary 
IS 09/. 185. 3 if. From Dublin to Mullingar, the length of the road is 48 miles, 
2 lurlongs and 36 perches ; the amount of salaries 200/. 75. pr/. 

2130. It has been stated in evidence by a former Witness, that on the Southern 
^ivision of the Ashbourne Road, it appears by the Returns to the House of 
L-ornmone, that the salaries amount to 407/. i8a, or at the rate of 2ol. a mile; 
w a would be the expense of management under your system? — The expense of 
management under my system would be about 2 105. a mile, which includes the 

sa anes aru travelling expenses of the engineer, the paymasters and the overseers. 
under^32 f^^t roads ? — Taking the average of the roads, no road being 



21 32. Faking the instance of the Ashbourne Road, what would be the expense of 
the management under your system for a road similar to the Ashbourne Road ?— 
Iwo pounds ten shillings per mile. 
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First. That there should be a Central Board of Management, to be fixed in Dublin, 

Second. The Board to have the power to appoint and dismiss all their officersand labourers; 
to enter into contracts for materials for the repair of roads; to pay salaries and amount due 
on contracts; to let tolls, and to make annual reports to Parliament, setting forth the 
income derived from tolls from the several roads under their charge; the state of these 
roads; the systeirt adopted in keeping them in repair, and the expenditure per mile; the 
cost of materials being kept separate from the expenditure or labour. 

Third. The Board to appoint one general Superintendent of Roads, who shall be a civil 
engineer. 

Fourth. The duty of this officer shall be to visit and examine into the state of each road 
under the charge of the Board at least twice in every year; to give instructions to the 
local overseers, and to prepare plans, specifications and estimates for all unusual repairs or 
new work which may be required • and to report in detail to the Board. 

Fifth. The Board to appoint a requisite number of paymasters, who shall pay once in 
every month on each road. 

Sixth. The Board to appoint a number of local overseers, each of whom is to liave the 
charge of a certain number of miles of road ; the length being regulated by peculiar cir- 
cumstances, but in some measure by the expenditure necessarily incurred per mile to keep 
the road in repair. When two lines of road under the direction of the Board cross each 
other, the local overseer might have the charge of about forty miles of road ; that is, ten 
miles in each direction from the crossing. This overseer should live at the intersection of 
his roads, and should visit every part of each of them once in every week; he need not 
keep a horse where the road consists of one continuous line. If forty miles be given in 
charge to one local overseer, he should live in the centre of his district ; but an allowance 
must be made to him for inn e.\penses, as to enable him to visit the whole of his road 
once in every week, he will be obliged to sleep from home two nights in each week, 
one night at each of the extremities of his district. 

Seventh. The duty of the local overseer will be to direct the labourers employed to keep the 
road in order, and to see that the contractors for the metalliug deliver the specified quantity 
of material, broken to proper size, at each depository on the road ; also, to keep an account 
of the sum due for labour or materials, and to certify the same to the paymaster. The 
overseer should be experienced in road-maldng, and should undersiaud surveying, levelling 
and the measurement of solids. 

Eighth. The labourers should be divided into two classes, to be called “ The Ganger and 
his Assistants the ganger or head-workman to have the direction of his assistants, whose 
number shall be regulated by the local overseer, and be proportioned to the work to be 
performed. 

Ninth. The duty of the labourers shall be to keep all the drains and water tables in 
perfect order, so as to allow of a free passage for the water ; to scrape the road, so that it 
shall be free from mud ; and to supply fresh broken stones wlieii required. 

Tenth. The gangs should usually consist of three or four persons, and the length of 
toad to be assigned to them should be regulated by the trafiic, and will vary from four to 

645. X 3 eight 



2133. Have you prepared any scale from which you could give any accurate 
information to the Committee in regard to the expense of management ? — I have 
prepared a Table or a Statement, which, as far as the data will allow me, shows the 
length of the Turnpike Trusts in Ireland. The statement is divided into two classes ; 
first, the turnpike or mail-coach roads running directly from Dublin ; and next, the 
cross-roads on which mail-coaches travel, and which arc also turnpike roads; the 
first, or those direct from Dublin, amount in length to 1,153 statute miles, and the 
cross turnpike roads, on which mail-coaches travel, to 314 miles. From an estimate 
which I have made, I believe about 500 miles of road, which have been made 
chiefly at the expense of the Government, are now kept in repair by the Board of 
Public Works in Dublin ; and if to the former these be added, we shall have a total 
of length of road of 1,967 statute miles. If we suppose that the whole of these roads 
were placed under the management of a single Board, I think the expense of the 
overseeing them, or the salaries, would be as follows : One general overseer, in- 
cluding Ills expenses, 1,000?. per annum; four paymasters, including travelling 
expenses, each 250/. per annum; fifty road overseers at 60?. per annum each, 
including expenses, 3,000/.; making a total of 5,000/. If the number of miles I 
have mentioned, viz. 1,967, had been 2,000, the result would exactly make 2 /. 105 . 
a mile. In the commencement of my examination, I described the system which 
I adopted in keeping the roads in repair, which were made by me previously to 
their being handed over to the Board of Public Works. I have prepared a State- 
ment in which a system of management for roads, founded upon my own experience, 
is laid down, and which I propose for adoption ; it is as follows : — 
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Richard Grimk ten miles, in proportion to the duty to he performed. The broken stone or screened 

j. _ ' gravel to he used for metalling the road should be contracted for; the contractor being 

‘ bound to deliver a certain number of cubic yards of broken stones (the largest of whicS 

A June shall pass through a ring two inches in diameter) at any given number of depositories on 

18^2.’ the road, say from eight to twelve in each mile. The dimensions of these depositories will 

be regulated by the trafFic on the road. 

The system I have described, as already mentioned, is similar to that which 
I adopted myself, and which is now in operation, under the Board of Public 
Works, on the roads made by me through the mountains of the county of 
Tipperary. I shall now read to the Committee a Report which I made to the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Dublin, setting forth this system ; — 



Gentlemen, Dublin, December 241I1, 1831. 

I HAvii the honour to inform you, that I have visited and carefully examined the 
new road through the Keeper Mountains, beini^ one of tliose called An^esey’s Roads, 
which extends from Neiiagh towards the town oflipperary, in the county of Tipperary ; and 
I have the pleasure to slate, that i found it to be completely finished in every part, and 
in excellent travelling order. The new road is divided into two separate parts, by a portion 
of the new loacl from Newport to Thurles, finished last year, nearly two miles in length of 
which is common to both roads. 



The length of the Northern, or Nenagh, Branch of the Road, now 


M. 


F. 


p. 


finished, is ----------- 


8 


3 


21 


The length of the Southern, or Tipperary, Branch, is - 


8 


7 


19 


Making a Total of new Road of - - - - 

This length, when added to that from Newport to Thurles, finished 


17 


3 


- 


last year - -- -- -- -- -- 


23 


6 


22 


Makes a general Total length of new Road of - 


41 


1 


22 



The Nenagb and Tipperary Road is similar in dimensions and construction to that from 
Newport to Thurles ; its breadth, excepting in a few places, where tliere was heavy side 
cutting, is 24 feet between the fences, and the breadth of the metalling is 16 feet. 
The metalling is composed eitlier of broken stone or of clean screened river gravel, 
all the large stones of whicli have been carefully broken, so that none remained which would 
not pass through a ring of two inches in diameter. The metalling is eight inches in thick- 
ness upon an average of the cross section ; but in wet springing places, a layer of stones 
four inches in thickness, in the form of a rough pavement, has been laid beneath the 
metalling, connected with which are French sewers to take off the water. For the 
purpose of keeping this road In repair, together with that from Newport to Thurles, 
already in the hands -of the Board, I should recommend that Mr. James Moore one of 
my most experienced and confidential overseers, be employed at a salary of 15s. per 
week to take charge of the road, and that he be permitted to*^employ three gangs of men, 
each headed by a working ganger, to be paid in a similar manner, and according to 
the same arrangements as those employed by Mr. Boyan on the Newport and Tliurles 
Road.* 

These three gangers ami their gangs are to be distributed; one to keep in repair the road 
from Newport to the junction with the Nenagh and Tipperary line, and the others to keep 
in repair the two branches of the Nenagh and Tipperary Road. It has been found by ex- 
perience that the cost per mile required to keep in repair the eastern end or branch of the 
Newport and Thurles Road, now in the hands of the Board, is much greater than that of 
any other portion of tliis road. The difference arises partly from tliere beino- mucli more 
traffic on this end of the road than any other, owing to the great draught ofliniestone from 
the neighbouring quarries, and partly from the distance wliich it is necessary to draw the 
broken stones for its repair, there being no suitable materials in the vicinity of the road. 
Owing to this circumstance, it will be advisable to employ an overseer for that portion of 
the road of a superior class to the working gangers recommended for the other divisions; 
one who undersuuuls quarrying and measuring broken stones, 8cc. Scc.&c. I should therefore 
recommend tliat Mr. Thomas Fitzgerald be employed to act under Mr. Moore as repairing 
overseer on the eastern end of the Thurles Road, at a salary of 10s. per week. I also recom- 
mend Mr. Thomas M'Grath, postmaster and distributor of stamps, resident at Newport, to 
be paymaster of both roads, at a salary of 12/. per- year, on his finding security to the 
amount ot 8o^. In respect to the probable cost of keeping the Nenagh and Tipperary 
Road in repair, I am of opinion that, incliidingall expenses, it should not exceed, durino- the 
lirst year, more than 6 d. per running percli, and subsequently not more than ^d. per 

running 



»““‘»"»llyfo"rorsix. The stones for metalllnl 
lh= eas 0^0,01 ,ft’ . -n" T'* o™ a“ d. per cnbio yard ; but . 

cuL ‘ ^ ‘ ™ nn .average I 1 0 </. pe: 
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Tunning perch per annum. On examining into the expenditure, during the last year, of Richard Griffith, 
the Newport and Thurles Road, I find that it cost 8 per running perch, the expenditure 

being 260/. and the length of the new road nearly 24 miles ; but it is to be observed, that 

there are at present materials prepared for the repair of this road equal in value to at least 4 June, 
50/., and that ilie eastern end of this road, for the reasons above alluded to, has and will 1832. 

always cost more than any other portion of it. But notwithstanding these circumstances, 
if we deduct 50/., the value of the materials which have been prepared, from the entire 
expenditure, we shall find that the cost per perch for the repair of the road during the 
yeur 1831 is under -j d. per running perch ; and I .am of opinion that in future it will not 
exceed 6 d. per running perch. The Newport and Thurles lload, though completed but one 
year, has already produced a considerable improvement in the country. Formerly there 
was no road passable for wheel carriages into the mountains, or even for horses in winter; 
consequently there was no industry in the country, which, when 1 commenced the works in 
the spring of the year 1828, was the den for Kerby and other notorious outlaws and mur- 
derers, who lived in these mountains in defiance of the laws. But during the last year, 

1 have the pleasure to state, from accurate information, that from the limestone quarries of 
Ballycahill alone, which are situate at the eastern or Thurles end of the road, upwards of 
9,000 horse-load of lime have been drawn into the mountains and used for manure. Lime 
was also introduced into the mountains in large quantities from the quarries situate near 
Newport, at the western extremity of the road ; and, on the whole, 1 can venture to state, 
that more than ten limes the quantity of land has been manured with lime in the interior of 
the mountains during the last than any previous year. As might be expected, new build- 
ings and inclosures have kept pace with the indraft of lime ; and I have no doubt that the 
wiiole face of the mountain country will be improved in a very few years, and that peaceful 
agricultural industry will supplant that system of lawless outrage which has hitherto been 
the disgraceful cliaiacteristic of the population of the Keeper Mountains. I have the honour 
to be. Gentlemen, your most obedient humble Servant, 

(signed) Richard Griffith. 

To the Commissioners of Public Works, 

&c. &c. Stc. 

2134. Do you conceive lhat all persons who are overseers of a road should 
understand levelling and, measuring of solids? — All the overseers that have the direc- 
tion of other people should understand the levelling and measuring of solids. 

2135-6. Would you propose the repealing of the present Turnpike Acts, and 
doing away with the Trusts? — I would. 

2137. Have you seen an Act of Parliament, at present before the House, for 
consolidating highways in England? — I have. 

2138. Do you think the general provisions of that Act would be applicable to 
the leading roads in Ireland? — The general principles of the Bill, I think, would be 
applicable. 

2139. Do you think the turnpikes should be placed on all the leading mail roads ? 

— I do. 

2 140. Do you think the Board of Works in Dublin could undertake the super- 
intendence of the leading roads of Ireland on the plan you have proposed ? — I do. 

2141. Could the engineer, appointed under that Board, add to his present 
employment the superintendence of the turnpike roads ? — I think he could. 

2142. Without, therefore, incuiTing the expense which you have named, of 1,000/. 
a year salary to an engineer ? — I think so ; there are other duties belonging to the 
engineer of the Board at present, which might perhaps occupy some portion of his 
time, and therefore I would w'ish to answer that question cautiously ; but E think 
one person would be sufficient to do the whole of the roads, and if there was not 
any extraordinary work to be performed, I think he might probably do the whole 
of the duties required by the Board in Dublin. 

2143-4. What are the duties of the engineer attached to the Board of Works in 
Dublin ? — To inspect and report on the state of the roads made at the expense of 
the Government, and also on the .state of, the fishery piers, and to examine and 
report on the propriety of advancing money on loan for useful works made by 
individuals. I am not quite certain that these are the whole of the duties of the 
engineer to the Board, but I believe they are. 

2145. It has been proposed by persons who have given suggestions for the im- 
provement of the grand jury laws, that an engineer should be appointed to each 
county in Ireland for the superintendence of the roads ; do not you suppose that if 
the leading roads of Ireland were put under a good system, and proper persons 
trained on tho.se roads, that they could be afterwards employed in the different 

645. X 4 counties, 
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Richard Griffith, counties, so as to get rid of the expense and necessity of having for each county 
a local engineer? — To a certain degree that arrangement might be adopted ; but at 

the same time, the number of roads in a county are so great, that I do not think the 

duties of an engineer, and several assistant overseers, could be dispensed with j 
^ perhaps a person of inferior qualification would be sufficient when the great roads 

were placed under a Central Board. 

' 2146. Provided that he could obtain on the leading roads trained men to work 
under him on the county roads, do you mean ? — The training on the turnpike roads 
will be mere labourers’ work ; the overseers will be the only persons that understand 
joad-raaking, and the workmen will be merely the machine to keep the roads in 
repair ; they may become handy, but that is all that can be expected from them. 

2147. Have you not observed the general fault in the repairing of county roads 
was the improper application of the materials ? — ^That is one of the faults, but not 
the only one ; the quality of the materials used for metalling is rarely good, and 
these materials are frequently laid on a dirty road ; the drainage is not attended to, 
and the road is suffered to get very much out of order before any repairs are 
commenced. 

2148. Would not an overseer such as you have described, trained for some years 
on a leading road, be a person perfectly competent to act on county roads, in the 
capacity you have mentioned ? — I think not, not from his want of knowledge of the 
business, but the want of rank and respectability sufficient to enable him, with 
success, to oppose the opinions and wishes of interested and influential persons. 

2149. Then you attribute a great deal of mismanagement of the county roads in 
Ireland to the disposition on the part of the gentry to mismanage them? — Not 
exactly so ; but that more attention is usually paid to the roads in their own neigh- 
bourhood than those more distant, which perhaps they rarely see ; and an engineer 
of the county, having the charge of the whole of the roads, might find it his duty 
to say, that a road, which a gentleman does not know, or about which he is not 
anxious, is of more importance, and should be attended to in preference to that 
recommended by a gentleman. In such cases the engineer would probably have to 
oppose an influential person on the grand jury or on the Road Committees. An 
overseer of an inferior class would rarely venture to do so, and if he did, he would 
pi’obably be unable to effect his object, though 1 have no doubt that in such cases the 
overseer would be supported by some of the higher class of the gentry. 

2150. Is it not natural to suppose, that the appointment of the county engineer 
would be derived from the grand jury, and, therefore, would not the persons 
appointed under that body be more or less subject to influence from the individuals 
to whom he owed his appointment ? — I think the person to be appointed as 
engineer to a county should not be appointed by the grand jury, but by the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

2151. Do you not conceive, as well from the unskilfulness of the overseers 
as from the want of implements, wheelbarrows and other kinds of tools for carrying 
on the work, that a greater expense is incurred in executing new works than if 
they were skilfully and properly executed by scientific persons I — I am quite, certain 
of it. 

2152. Do you know whether there is a great want of wheelbarrows and other 
implements among those persons employed as overseers in grand jury roads? — 
Such persons are rarely supplied with wheelbarrows or suitable tools. 

2153* V hat class of persons are generally employed in the repairs of the county 
roads ? — Farmers. 

2154. Are they persons competent, in your opinion, to discharge the duty? — 
Quite incompetent. 

2155. Does that observation apply equally to turnpike roads ? — Not so much as 
to the others. In some instances there is a general contractor on the turnpike roads, 
and he makes it his profession. 

2156. Is the present rate of toll taken at turnpikes, on agricultural produce, gene- 
rally complained of? — I have heard several complain of being charged toll for lime 
ana other manure, but in many roads no such charge is made. 

2157. Are you aware an Act passed, the 7th & 8th of George the Fourth, where 
there was no exemption made in favour of agricultural produce, of cattle going to 
market, horses being shod, &c. particularly on the Ashbourne Road?— I was not 
aware of it. 

2158. Would 
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215S. Would you recommend any alterations in the taking of toll; taking it by 
the weiaht instead of by the horse ? — I would not recommend taking it by weight ; 
by taking it by the horse, I think the public, in Ireland, have derived great benefit. 
It has been the means of introducing into Ireland perhaps the best system of inland 
carriage in the empire ; the usual carriage used on the turnpike roads of Ireland is 
what is called the Leith dray; and a moderate-sized horse, tolerably well fed, will 
draw on most of our turnpike roads from 20 to 24 cwt. with that carriage. In some 
cases, I have known coals drawn at so low a rate as $d. per ton per mile, the carrier 
paying the turnpikes. In those parts of Ireland where there are no turnpikes 
similar improvements have not taken place, at least not to the same extent ; conse- 
quently I attribute to the turnpikes the forcing the people to adopt a better kind of 
carriage, and to keep a superior class of horses, by which means both the carriers 
and the public have been mutually benefited. 

2159. Have you found the shape of the wheel used in Ireland more injurious 
to the roads than the wheels used in England? — The .small narrow wheel of the 
low-backcd car, the old car of Ireland, is injurious to roads ; the diameter of 
the wheel is rarely more than two feet six inches ; but the drays and Scottish 
carts, in my opinion, are not so injurious to roads as the heavy carriages used in 
England. 

2160. Is there not a difference made in the toll in favour of the Scottish wheels 
over the common wheels formerly used in the country? — There is in some roads. 

2161. Have you found that has induced the adoption of a better description of 
wheel than was formerly used ? — That, together with the general effect of the turn- 
pikes, may have had the effect of introducing the improved carnage I have 
described. 

2162. Then you conceive the establishment of the turnpikes in Ireland to have 
been beneficial rather than injurious ? — Certainly beneficial. 

2163. Have you compared the exemptions in the English Acts with those given 
in the Irish Act ? — I have not. 

21G4. Several Witnesses have complained of the unequal operation of the turn- 
pikes on the north compared with the south side of Dublin ; are you aware that it 
has caused injury to property on the north side of Dublin? — I think it has caused 
considerable injury; owing to the turnpikes, many persons object to taking villas 
on the north side of Dublin ; they object to it, not only on account of the expense, 
but on account of the annoyance of stopping to pay the turnpike. 

2165. Do they ever contract by the year for passing through the tolls?-— 
Some do. 

2166. Are there not other reasons that induce the people to prefer the south to 
the north ? — There may ; many consider the country to be more agreeable and more 

healthful. • -j r-n ii- ■ 

2167. Do you attribute the improvement in villas on the south side of Dublin, la 
preference of the north, to there being no turnpike on the south ? — Not altogether ; 
but I conceive that it has a considerable effect. At present the south side is more 
fashionable than the north, but there was a time when the north side was the 



fashion. 

2168. Are you aware there is aheavy toll taken at the turnpike gates on the north 
side of Dublin on building materials, and no toll whatever is charged on any thing 
on the south side ^ — I am aware of that fact. 

2169. Would you not attribute to the toll on materials the decay of the north 
side of Dublin compared to the south ? — It probably has had that effect to a certain 

2170. Were there no tolls on the north when it was fashionable to build villas 

there? — I believe not. ui* 

2171. Do you know by what means money is raised on the south side ot Uublm 
for the repairs of the roads ? — By a tax on houses. 

2172. Is that tax levied on a valuation ? — It is. _ 

2173. Are you aware when that valuation took place? — I am not aware ot the 

date of the Act of Parliament. i • j 

2174. Would you recommend, in order to put persons living on the 

of Dublin and on the south side on an equality, that a certain distance round Dublin 
should be free of turnpike gates, and that the roads should be repaired by the house- 
tax ?~I think it would be very advisable to have no turnpikes within five miles of 
Dublin in any direction, and that the roads should be kept in repair by the 
house-tax. 

645. Y => 75 - Do 
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Hichard Grim 2175. Do you apprehend that there would be any difficulty in levying a tax on 
Esq. ■ ’ the valuation of houses in the vicinity of Dublin? — I think not; there is no diffi- 

■ culty on the south side at present. 

4 June, 2176. You stated you are employed in the general valuation of Ireland ? — I did. 

*832- 2177. Do you take into your valuation houses as well as land ? — Yes, all houses 

are valued, except public buildings, whose annual value exceeds the sum of 3/. 

2178. Would you recommend the same exemption from turnpikes in the vicinity 
of other large towns as well as Dublin?— I think it would be advisable to extend 
lliesame regulation to all large towns, but not without their application only, and 
upon their agreeing to keep the roads in repair by means of a tax upon houses. 

2 1 79. At what period will the valuation of houses, which you are now employed 
in, be finished, so as to enable a house-tax to be applied to this purpose? — That 
depends entirely on the rapidity of the completion of the Ordnance Survey of Ire- 
land. I should suppose it would take at least eight years before the valuation of 
the whole of Ireland is completed. 

2180. Would there be any inconvenience in your taking the valuation of houses 
within five miles of the large towns previous to your finishing the remainder of the 
country ? — The valuation of the land and houses is always taken together, and we 
cannot value without the map of the place under consideration. It could, be done 
immediately if the maps were ready, but not without them, because every house to 
be valued is laid down on the map. 

2181. Is not the house taken independent of the value of the land ? — It is ; but 
the value of the land is added to it afterwards. 

■ '21 82. Then the delay which you have described as likely to take place prior to 
the completing this valuation will tend to impede improvement, will it not, if the 
fact be, that any man who builds a house pending this valuation will be subject to 
its operation ; whereas if he builds the house after the valuation is complete, he will 
be free for the following ten years at least? — Except for local purposes, such as 
have been mentioned, for keeping roads in repair and the like, the amount of tax- 
ation on the value of a house is very trifling; it will not exceed one shilling in the 
pound, and, according to the Act, one-third is to be deducted from the valuation, 
so that a house in the country which would be valued at 30/. would only be put 
down at 20/., the tax upon which would only amount to 205. a year ; a sum which 
w'ould not deter any one from building a house of the value of 30Z. a year, 

2x83. Would you suggest a different system of management for roads in the 
vicinity of Dublin and large towns from that which would be applicable to the 
remaining part of the roads leading from them? — No, I think one general system 
might be adopted for all. 

2184. Are you aware that the roads in the vicinity of London have been conso- 
lidated into one Trust, and are now much improved in their management? — I am 
aware of their having been so consolidated. 

2185. Would you recommend a similar consolidation for the roads in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dublin and Cork? — I think all the turnpike roads in Ireland might 
be conducted under the one general Act, without the necessity of making separate 
ones; otherwise additional establishments would be required, and the expense 
increased in proportion. 

2186. Have you known any instances of the improvement of the road having 
diminished the toll while it increased the traffic ? — I have. 

2187. Will you state any such ? — On the old road from Mallow to Cork the 
traffic was very considerable ; the road was hilly and in bad order ; in consequence 
an ordinary country horse could not draw more than 8 cwt. on the low-backed car 
then in use. On the completion of the new road, it was found that a horse could 
draw with ease from 15 cwt. to 24 cwt., and consequently the amount of traffic' 
being nearly the same on the new as on the old road, the tolls were diminished, the 
same work being performed by less than one-half the number of horses formerly 
employed. 

2188. Then, underthose circumstances, the public would still derive an advantage 
it the tolls were increased ? — Certainly ; and under such circumstances I think the 
toll ought to be increased. 

2189. Do you mean that it should be increased by so much as to bring the 
amount of the revenue equal to the repair of the road? — Certainly. 

2190. Obj^tions have been made by Witnesses examined before this Committee 
to the turnpike system, ia consequence of the expense of collection ; can you 
recommend any plan by which that expense may be diminished ? — By extending'the 

• ' ■ distances 
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distances between the gates, say to 10 miles. Owing to the shortness of many of 
the present Trusts, the number of gates are considerably increased. 

2191. You have suggested that in the neighbourhood of large towns, particularly 
Dublin, that turnpikes should be removed to a distance of five miles; would you 
recommend a similar indulgence to smaller towns ? — I think when smaller towns 
are situated on a great road, leading from Dublin, for instance, to any large town, 
that a similar arrangement might be made by placing the gates at the boundaries of 
the parish on either side of the town ; but in such case the parishioner should con- 
sent to pay a house-tax equal to half the amount of the expense of keeping the 
road in repair ; the other half being supposed to be kept up by the general traffic 
of the road leading from the one great town to the other. 

2192. Supposing the boundary of the parish to be taken as the limit, might not 
that on one side of the town be five miles, and on the other perhaps not two ? — It 
might, but still it is necessary to take the parish boundary, as the valuation will be 
made by parishes, and it would be difficult to form another arrangement. 

2193. Supposing five miles taken as the limit, and no turnpike-gate placed nearer 
than five miles, say from Dublin, would not those persons immediately outside of 
the five miles suffer a fresh grievance, and would not the land within the limit of 
the five miles be very much increased in valuer — Qf course, at the junction that 
might be the case ; but it is to be observed, that the land outside the five miles 
would not be liable to the house-tax to be paid by the land within. 

2194. Do you believe an. arrangement of that sort would be generally satisfac- 
tory? — I think it would be generally 'a satisfactory arrangement, although some 
persons at the boundary might feel the inconvenience; but the same would be the 
case if the distance were to or 20 miles. 

2195. Would you givea power to the General Board of Works, which you have 
recommended as fit for this duty, to fix th(? rate of toll at each gate in different 
counties on long lines of the road, and would you approve of any deficit there may 
be in the produce of the gates in remote counties, being insufficient to the repair of 
the roads, should bo levied on such counties by compulsory presentment, or what 
would you suggest in answer to this question ? — I think that the Board of Public 
Works should have the power of levying the tolls to a certain limit, but not to 
exceed that limit, which should be specified, and that if that limit was not sufficient 
to keep the road in repair, that it should be compulsory on the county to present 
for the remainder. This system has been acted on in several counties already; for 
example, in the county of Waterford, the mail-coach road from Waterford, lead- 
ing to Cork, is partly kept in repair by the county and partly by tolls ; that is to 
say, the county make up the difference when the tolls are insufficient to keep tlie 
foad in repair. 

2196. How would you, incase the General Board were appointed, recommend 
the funds for new lines of road, cutting down hills, building bridges, and the like, 
should be supplied ? — It should be by an applicationiof the Board to the grand jury, 

but the grand jury should have the discretion of refu.sing. 

2197. Are you aware that one of the principal causes of debts on the Turnpike 
Trusts in Ireland has been the expense of Acts of Parliament? — I am. 

2198. Would you propose, in the geireral remedy for the complaint made before 
this Committee, that the Act should give a power to make roads turnpike with the 
consent of grand juries, without appealing to the Legislature for an Act of Parlia- 
ment? — I think it would be very advantageous to give the power of putting gates 
upon a road to the grand jury, and that the repairs of the road, as well as the col- 
lection of the tolls, should be placed under the management of the Board. 

2199. Do you mean under provisions in a general Act to be passed ? — Certainly. 

2200. Do you think any considerable improvements, incurring a large expensc,_ 

are required in the direction of the leading roads ? — I think there are very few of 
the leading roads that are not old ones partly repaired, the original obstacles having 
been to a certain degree mitigated. The line of the road from Dublin to Cork 
by Kilkenny and Clonmel is bad for its enlire length; the same may be said of the 
road from Dublin to Limerick ; but still these roads, particularly that to Limerick, 
are for the most part in fair travelling order. I would not suggest, at the present 
moment, the necessity of making entire new lines. There is one portion, however, 
of the road from Dublin to Cork which I think requires particular attention ; it is 
that from the city of Kilkenny to Clonmel. At present the road goes out of its 
direction, passing along the side ot the mountain Slievenamen, when a short and 
level line might be made by the town of Felhard. ■ 
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2201. How long is it since that road was made over Slievenamen ? — About 25 
years, I believe. 

2202. Is it out of the direct line ? — It is ; but in making the new road, a portion 
of the old road was adopted, and this was probably the excuse made for continuing 
in the wrong direction. 

2203. This was done, although there was a shorter line in the valley? — Yes, 
certainly. 

2204. Do you conceive that that was a job ? — It looks very like it. 

2205. Is the line of road to Cork by Athy a good one? — It is a more level line 
than the other, but the road is not a good one. 

2206. Would it take a considerable sum of money to make the line by Athy 
a good one? — It would take a considerable sum of money, but less than the Kil- 
kenny Road, inasmuch as a great portion of the present road might be adopted, 
which would rarely be the case with the other. 

2207. Would the improvement which you think might be made shorten the dis- 
tance considerably r — Not much to Cork, but a shorter line might be made to 
Limerick ; I should think the road might be shortened by about nine miles. 

2208. Are you acquainted with that part of the Cork Road from Callan, in the 
county of Kilkenny, to the bounds of Tipperary? — I am. 

2209. Is that part of the road exceedingly bad ? — It is in very bad order indeed, 
much worse than any other part of the road. 

2210. Are the provisions of the General Road Act, the 36th George III., sufficient 
to protect roads from injury and nuisances ? — I think they are. 

2211. Are they enforced generally by the magistracy? — They are not. 

2212. Would you recommend giving the working overseers of roads under the 
proposed plan the power of constables to enforce the provision of the Road Act? — 
I think it would be very desirable ; and I am of opinion that the police should be 
directed and obliged to give their assistance towards the abatement of nuisances on 
the roads ; it is a portion of their duty at present, though not much attended to. 

2213. Have you had reason to complain that the police have been neglectful in 
their duty in not keeping nuisances from the roads ? — I have found great difficulty 
in prevailing on the police to keep nuisances off the new roads made by me in the 
counties of Cork, Limerick and Kerry. 

2214. Have you not found it equally hard to induce the magistrates to convict 
when cases were brought before them of road nuisanses ? — In many cases the 
magistrates wished to be more lenient than I thought advisable. 

2215. Do you not think the reason the magistrates are unwilling to convict is, 
that the penalties by the Road Act are much too high, and out of proportion with 
the circumstances of the poor? — In many cases that may have operated, but in 
others the magistrates might have mitigated the penalty. 

2216. What were the nuisances of which you have had reason to complain ? — 
I'eecling cows on the road, patting on manure heaps, stacking turf, and heaping 
limestone on the road, and also having pigs unrung on the road-side. 

2217. Have you drawn up any rules for the direction of your labourers employed 
on the roads? — I have. 

22 1 8. Can you deliver them in ? — They are these : 



DUTY of the Labourers or Roadmen appointed to keep the Roads in repair, made 
under the direction of Richard Griffith, Esq., Government Engineer. 

Each labourer or roadman is to keep the portion of the road allotted to him in perfect 
form and repair, and to supply gravel or broken stone when necessarv- No stone larger 
liian two inches in its greatest dimensions to be stiffered to remain on 'the surface ; when 
such appear, they must be picked up, and the hole immediately filled with small broken 
stone. 



The side drains or water tables of the road to be kept open, and free from any dirt, or 
interruption to the passage of the water. The outer drains or grips of the fences, and all 
guard or catch-water drains, and additional drains through bogs or mountain, to be kept 
dear and of their full dimensions. The fence? to be kept in perfect form and repair, and 
where turze or other hedges are planted, they are to be clipped once a year. 

Uie watercourses near the mouth and throiigli all gullets to be kept open and free from 
any deposit ot gravel, or other matter ; and it is the particular duty of the roadman, during 
the time of heavy rams, to examine the opes of all gullets, and to see that no large sod 
or other obstruction has been carried down by the floods and lodged before them. 

All obstructions to the free passage of the water under the bridges to be removed; the 
water-way to be kept smooth and m repair ; the ground in front of the retaining walls near 
ail budges is to be kept clean and free from any accumulation of stones or dirt. 



Any 
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Any person wishing lo make a passage across the road fence should give notice thereof 
to the overseer, who is to fix on the place where sucli passage is to be made ; the person 
reqnii'ing the passage to make it at his own expense, with sufficient gullets for the passage 
of the water under it, where it crosses the water table of the road and grip of the fence. 

36 Geo. III. c. 55, s. 65. — “ It is also the duty of the roadman to summon before the 
ntanistrates at petty sessions any person who shall scour, deepen, widen, or fill up any 
ditch or drain on tlie side of the road, without the consent or direction of the overseer 
thereof, or any owner or occupier who shall omit to scour any ditch or drain leading 
from the public road, within ten days after notice shad be given to him or her so to do, 
or shall permit the free passage of the water to be obstructed by making or having any 
way or passage from the road into the lands adjoining, or to his or lier house, without 
a sufficient pipe, sewer or gullet underiieaili it; or shall steep or dry flax, or burn bricks, 
lime or weeds within too feet of the centre of tlie road; or shall cut turf or make a turf 
stack whliin 40 feet of the centre of the road; or shall build any wall, or make any ditch, 
or dig any pit, within 30 feet of the centre of the road ; or shall lay any dirt, dung, turf, 
straw, rubbish or scouring ofanyditches or drains, or any stones, bricks, limber, sand, clay or 
lime within 30 feet of the centre of the road, or before any house within 20 yards of the centre 
of the road ; or shall leave or permit to be left on the road any plough, harrow, cart or car- 
riage without the horses, or shall beat any flax, or winnow any corn, or shall spread any 
linen, blanket or cloth for winnowing corn within 100 feet of the centre of the road ; or shall 
leave any dead beast on the road, or skin or permit to be skinned the carcass of any beast, 
within 100 feet of the centre of the road, unless in a house or yard enclosed witli walls; or 
who shall (without the consent of the overseer) scrape the road, or cut any sods or turf on 
the side of the road, or take away any earth, clay, stones or gravel therefrom ; or who shall 
lead or drive any car or carriage with timber, boards or iron laid across so as that either 
end shall project beyond the wheels and sides of the carriage ; or shall draw any limber or 
millstone along the road, without being supported by wheels from touching it. 

“ In case of neglect of the notice given, it is the duty of the roadman to remove any 
way or passage from the road which may obstruct the watercourses, and to re-make the 
same by building a gullet therein, and lo levy the expense of so doing by an order of the 
inagistnue.” 

Sect. 66. — “ All dirt, dung, turf, straw, rubbish or scouring, and all clay, stones, bricks, 
sand or lime which shall be laid on the road, witliout the direction of the overseer, 
shall be forfeited, and either used in repairing the road, or sold, and the money applied in 
doing so.” 

Sect. 6 q.— “ It is the duty of the roadman to impound all pigs or beasts found wiiiidermg 
upon the road, and to levy a fine for each so found of 1 s., and the expense of impounding 
and detaining the same.” 

Sect. 70 . — “ It is further the duty of the roadman to summon before the magistrates any 
person who shall begin to build, or proceed in building, any part of a bouse williin 30 feet 
of the centre of the road ; or any ” 

Sect. 71. — “ Limekiln within 100 feet.” 

Sect. 73. — “ Or any person who shall injure any millstone, bridge, wall, railing, mound 
or fence.” , , . . . 

Sect. 93.— “ Or any person who shall resist or oppose any person employed m repairing 
the road.” 



Richard Griffith, 
Esq. 



4 June, 
1832. 



2219. You are aware that many of the Turnpike Trusts in Ireland are in debt.^ 

My only knowledge is derived from the Returns laid before this Committee, and 
according to them I find that in many cases the Turnpike Trusts are in debt. 

2220. If the roads were placed under the management of a Government Board, 

and reduction of expenditure ensued from better management, do you suppose the 
security would be sufficiently good to induce a company, as in the case of the London 
Trust, to advance a sufficient sum to pay off the debts, to be repaid by an annual 
sinking fund?— I think that may possibly be the case; but my information at pre- 
sent would not enable me to give a satisfactory answer. 1. , u 

2221. You are aware that no new arrangement can take place, unless the deben- 
ture holders have security that their money will be paid ?— I think, m many cases, 
the seerfrity of the debenture holders is so very bad that they would be willing to 
compound. 

2222. What is the general security ? — Only the tolls of the road. 

2223. When turnpike roads are in debt, is not the Government, generally speak- 
ing, the creditor? — In some cases they are, but I believe not generally. 

2224. Has not the Consolidated Fund, in many instances, advanced money to 
turnpike roads? — Certainly, in several instances. 

2225. And upon what security? — Upon the security of the tolls. 

2226. Tlien the Government have the option of coming down upon that security 
and taking the tolls if it chooses?- Of course they have, where the tolls have been 
mortgaged as security for the money advanced. 
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w Gnm 2227. Are you aware whether the Government has done so ?— 1 believe never. 

^ ‘ Es<i. ' ’ 2228 Can you state for what reason they have abstained?— I cannot; hitherto 

' the Government could not conduct them ; they have no machinery for the purpose. 

2220. It appears, by the Return of the Commissioners of the Revenue Inquiry, 

’ that the sum advanced out of the Consolidated Fund for roads in Ireland amounted 

to about 400,000/. when that account was delivered in ; are not you aware, thaf 
by far the larger portion of that sum was advanced to counties which was after- 
wards repaid by grand jury presentments by instalments? — I believe by much the 
larcer portion of it was so advanced and repaid. 

2230. Is it not usual, that in the case of a change of line of turnpike road, that 
although there may be turnpike on that road, that the grand jury pay for the pur- 
chase of the land ? — It is usual, I believe. 

2231. Then the sums advanced by Government were merely as an advance to buy 
land, which was afterwards repaid by the grand jury presentment?— Not merely 
for purchasing the land, but for making the road also. 

2232. Are not the roads generally made out of the funds of the Trust? — 

I apprehend that the greater portion of the money advanced by Government to 
counties for making roads was under the Post Road Act, and not for turnpike roads, 
and that the sums so advanced were repaid to the Government by instalments by 
grand jury presentments. 

2233. When the direction of a road is changed, do not the Government advance 
the money, which is afterwards repaid by the county, independent of the funds 
of the Trust? — Frequent advances have been made by Government to turnpike 
trustees, the tolls being mortgaged for the re-payment; these advances were made 
either for the purpose of forming new roads, or improving the old ones. 

2234. Considering the great variation of the expense for salaries, management 
and repairs of the different Trusts you have alluded to, what saving per cent, do you 
conceive would accrue to the public if those turnpikes were put under the General 
Board you have recommended ?— I should think at least 25 per cent. 

2235. What is the weight of three cubic feet of screened gravel ? — It would be 
about 3 cwt., or rather less perhaps. 

2236. Have not complaints against Turnpike Trusts increased very much of late? 
— I think they have. 

2237. Do you attribute this circumstance to an increase of abuse on the part of 
the Trusts, or to an increase of intelligence aiid vigilance on the part of those who 
complain? — To an increase of vigilance on the part of the public. 

2238. Then, in point of fact, you would not give the Committee to understand 
that abuses have increased so materially within the last few years? — I think the 
abuses have lessened. I am of opinion that the turnpike roa'ds are now in much 
better repair than formerly. 

2239. In the plans, estimates and sections you have seen laid before grand juries 
for new works, but which have not been prepared by a civil engineer, have you 
found the calculations to be made in general incorrect? — I am sorry to say that in 
many cases they are fraudulent ; that is, a greater number of perches or cubic yards’ 
of stuff, if of earth-work, or a greater number of perches, if of masonry, are put 
down in the estimate than is contained in the work ; the whole at a low price. By 
this means, the grand jury are deceived, and while they think they are economical, 
on account of the low price, they really pay double the value of the work. 

2240. Do you not find constantly that the plans and estimates and specifications 
are made wrong through ignorance? — They are frequently incorrect through 
ignorance. 

2241-2. Do you not think it would be extremely beneficial if the repairs of the 
roads were carried on, as they are in England, by having men every day in the year 
on the road repairing, or what is called darning the road, instead of employing 
a vast proportion of persons at one period of the year? — The plan laid down by 
rne is founded ori that principle. The most economical system is that the road- 
should always be in repair, and this can only be effected by the constant employ- 
ment of labourers on the road. 

2243. At present, are you of opinion there is no system in the repairs of roads 
in iicland . There is no satisfactory system as to any road I am aware of,- 

except 
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except that from Dundalk to Belfast. Some of the other roads are kept in Michard Griffith, 

tolerable repair, but not with the neatness or attention to draining which is 

necessary. 

2244. It has been stated in evidence to this Committee, the best road in 4 June, 
Ireland was the road from Dublin to Limerick ; is it your opinion that that road ^ 
can be called a 30 feet or 20 feet road ? — That road is an old county road ; in 

many parts of it, it is very crooked and in a very bad line ; some parts of it 
are so narrow that I do not think there is 20 feet between the fences. The 
central part of the road is kept in very good travelling repair, but little atten- 
tion is paid to the drainage. 

2245. What breadth of road is generally kept in repair by turnpike trustees 
and oil which stones arc placed ? — They vary ; but I should say, on an average, 
from 16 to 20 feet. 

2246. What is the rate of labour in the mountainous districts, and the rate 
of labour in the neighbourhood of large towns, that you pay to your gangers 
and different classes of workmen ? — I never made any roads in the neighbour- 
hood of large towns ; I believe there is very little variation in the price of 
labour in Ireland. In the neighbourhood of large towns it is about 1 s. per day, 
and in the country from 8 d. to 10 d. 

2247. What is the price in the remote parts of Ireland per day ; is it not as 
low as G d. ? — I never knew the price so low myself. 

2248. Did you ever give under ? — Never, 

2249. Can you state whether public bodies in Ireland pay higher rates of 
labour than is usual with private persons ? — I do not think they do. 

2250. Have you known any instance in the case of Turnpike Trusts where 
the labourers are paid in truck? — I have heard of it, but cannot assert the fact 
of my own knowledge. 



Sabhaii, 9 " die Junii, 1832 . 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Fredcrich Bourne, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

2251. WHERE do you reside? — AtTerrenne, in the county of Dublin. Frederick Bourne, 

2252. Are you a proprietor of stage and mail coaches.? — I am. 

2253. Have you the management of any turnpike roads? — Yes, the Southern - 

Division of the Ashbourne Road. ^1832^ 

2254. Are you lessee of the Ashbourne Road? — Yea, I am. 

2255. Will you state to the Committee the circumstances under which you 
became the lessee of the Ashbourne Road? — My brother Richard and I being 
extensively engaged in mail and stage coaches on the Limerick, Galway, Sligo 
and other Roads, had established a coach to Monaghan, and conceiving that 
a large unoccupied district in that direction presented a wide range for coach 
speculation, we prepared a coach for Armagh, and contemplated other esta- 
blishments. We had travelled the circuitous route by Balbriggen and Drog- 
heda. In the year 1808 , about seven miles of new mail-coach road were laid 
out, under the provisions of the Post Road Act, between Dublin and Slane, 
pommencing at the village of Finglass; the grand juries of the comity of 
Meath made the part of the road within their county. The trustees of the 
Finglass Road obtained about 1,000/. from the grand jury of the county of 
Dublin, and they borrowed from Government a further sum of 2,000/., and 
incurred rents for ground to be occupied by the road to the amount of 100 1. 
per annum. The money thus procured, however, was expended in the purchase 
of some premises, the building some bridges, and in partly forming and fencing 
the new road, which remained wholly impassable for several years, the trustees 
not having any funds whatever to complete it. Under these circumstances, 

Mr. Gorges, of Kilbrae, in the county of Meath, who was somewhat interested 
in the progress of the work, and who had been most instrumental in its promo- 
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Frederick Dovrne, tion, applied to my brother and me for assistance for the completion of the 
road; and as it promised great facilities to our coach establishment, we were 

induced to concur in the advance of the requisite funds, on being secured in 

9 June, repayment of the principal and interest in three years. The trustees of the 

Curragha Hoad not being competent in their collective capacity to give such 
security, it was ultimately agreed by my brother and me to advance 5,000 if. for 
the completion of the road, in consideration of a second pay-gate being esta- 
blished upon it, and the tolls being assigned to us for 31 years ; we paying 
the expenses of the Act requisite to legalize this engagement. It being then 
too late in the Session to introduce the measure into Parliament consistently 
with the Standing Orders of the House, this arrangement was submitted to 
Sir Robert Peel, then Secretary for Ireland, with an intimation that if he 
approved of it, and would afford his patronage to it, iny brother and I would 
immediately commence the work. Being satisfied on these points, we under- 
took the work, and before the close of the year we laid out nearly 3,000/., 
and ill less than a year completed the work, at an expenditure of 5,372 1. odd. 

225G. What arc the Committee to understand by completing the work ? 

I have got the certificate from the trustees of the road, saying, they had seve- 
rally inspected the road, and that it was complete in every respect ; and that 
we had laid out the sum of 6,140 /. 5s. 

2257. Were any of the trustees of the Curragha Road at that time connected 
with the county of Dublin bj' property ? — Mr. Jlayly had some property, as bad 
Mr. Paul Savage ; and Mr. Charles Milley Doyle was clergyman of Kilsal- 
laghan ; and Sir Robert Langrishe and several of the trustees possessed pro- 
perty in the neighbourhood, and Mr. Hans Hamilton also. 

2258. What is the date of that certificate? — On the 1st of February 1816. 

2259. Will you now proceed to state how the road afterwards came into your 
hands, by the 7th & 8th Geo. IV., taking the road up from the year I8I6 ? — It 
was assigned to me by the Act of the 56th Geo. III., and continued in me ; there 
was no new assignment, there was no fresh interest created ; it merely altered 
the term under which I had before held it, with some alteration in the condi- 
tions. The grand jury of the county of Meath, by subsequent presentments, 
expended nearly 20,000/. in making new roads in continuation of this road, 
and improving the old road connected with it ; but finding that the expense of 
keeping those roads in repair was burdensome to the county, in 1824- they ap- 
pointed a committee, consisting of Lord Killeen, Sir Marcus Somerville, Gus- 
tavus Lambert, Francis Singleton, and Anthony Bracton, esquires, to apply 
to Parliament for an Act to authorize the establishment of turnpikes on the 
roads between the bounds of the county of Dublin, and Slane and Drogheda. 
I had for a considerable time endeavoured to prevent the adoption of this reso- 
lution, having understood it was the intention of the committee to establish two 
pay-gates on those roads, one of which was to be situated near the Nine Mile- 
stone, thus making tliree payments within that distance. Such an establish- 
tnent could not fail to be prejudicial to the tolls on the southern end of the road, 
by the interruption it must occasion to the intercourse ; and still more so to 
my town of Ashbourne, These considerations forced me into an agreement 
With the committee, by which the two payments on the Dublin division of the 
road weie to be consolidated, and an addition of nearly four English miles made 
chargeable on its funds, and one pay-gate only was to be placed on the rest of 
the roads to Drogheda and to Slane. I had offered, during the negociation 
that was pending between the grand jury and me, to relinquish the second toll 
tor ever, provided the grand jury would undertake to repair the road as here- 
tofore between the bounds of the county of Meath, and Slane and Drogheda, 
it was proposed by the committee to vest both divisions in me, and I believe 
It was so expressed in the Bill as presented to Parliament in 1826 : but I de- 
clined the trust. The Bill in 1826 was not prosecuted to the second reading, 
in consequence of Lord Shaftesbury opposing its continuance beyond twenty- 

^ would not consent to less than thirty-one. The grand jury 
ot the county of Meath having, however, at the summer assizes of I82(i, 
ac ( e me to their committee for conducting the renewed application to Par- 
liament, and thereby created a new duty and a new interest, to which, in 1827, 
Session*^^^"^^*^ point which had been fatal to the Bill in the preceding 

2260. Have 
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2260. Have you any coaches on the Ashboimie Road ?— I had, but the illness 
of my brother Richard compelled me to relinquish all our interest in the conch 
establishment upon the Galway and Sligo Road, and the horses were sold. 

226]. Were those coaches given up previously to your getting the lease, 
under the Act of the 7th & 8th Geo. iv. ?— I believe they were ; I have not the 
precise period. 

2262. What object had you in becoming the trustee and lessee of this road 
after you had ceased to have an interest in the road by your coaches ? — It was 
no renewed inducement ; I had it at that time for twenty-three years j the 
lease I originally had, had twenty-two or twenty -three years, to run at the time 
that the Act of the 7th & 8tli Geo. IV. was passed, by which they took away 
a year from me. 

2263. Your brother has been the lessee of the Limerick line of road for many 
years ? — Yes. 

2264. And there was a considerable profit upon it? — Less than the amount 
of receipts would justify. 

2265. Then, independent of any public consideration, were not you induced 
•to become the lessee of the Ashbourne Road, conceiving it an advantageous 
investment for money ? — I have stated that my object in seeking the connexion 
with the road, under the 7th & Sth Geo. IV., was to secure the interest I had 
derived by tlie Act of the 50th Geo. ill., at which time I was a coach pro- 
prietor, and had it in contemplation to extend it. 

2 266. What consideration did you give the Public for the Act of the 7th & 
Sth of Geo. III. ? — I have already mentioned that the sum expended was 5,372/. 

2267. Did not the tolls wliich were secured to you in consequence of making 
that advance, give you a very advantageous interest for your money, more than 
you could have got by any other investment ? — Certainly not ; the amount of 
the tolls beyond the expenses was not beyond the interest, putting my own 
services out of the question. 

2268. What is the amount of tolls received for the Southern Division of 
the Ashbourne Road? — They were let a month ago for 1,300 /., independent 
of the tolls arising from mail and stage coaches, amounting to 4-10/. 

2269. The gross amount of the tolls upon that 10 miles of road is 1,700/. 
a year ? — Yes. 

2270. What is the amount you annually expend on that road in labour? — The 
expenditure in 1831 was 75?/. 10 5. 6^i/. 

2271. What is the annual amount you pay as interest on debt, and the rent 
of the road? — Two hundred and fifty-four pounds interest; 12/. also interest, 
and about 40/. rents, which are declining ; leaving to me a clear balance of 637/. 

2272. Then by the terms of the Act you conceive that 637/. to be your 
individual property ? — I do. 

2273. Do you conceive you have a right to appropriate that to your private 
use as long as the road is in an imperfect state of repair ? — No, certainly not. 

2274. It has been given in evidence by several Witnesses before this Com- 
mittee, that the Ashbourne Road is not, and never has been, in that perfect 
state of repair which would justify you in appropriating that sum to your own 
use ? — I have a variety of reports of the smveyor and inspectors of the road 
upon this subject. Mr. Armstrong, some short time ago, published a letter in- 
the newspaper, stating that the road was out of repair. Tliis was met by an affi- 
davit of Mr. Burns, the engineer, who stated that it was in very good repair, 
except a few perches, and that a few cart-loads would pul it in a perfect order. 

2275. What do you understand by a road being in a perfect state of repair; 
do you mean it is in a perfect state of repair when there aie no large ruts, or do 
you mean that a road is in a perfect state of repair, and a good road, when it is 
properly shaped, properly cleaned, and properly drained ?~Properly drained 
und properly cleaned, and without ruts. 

2276. What breadth do you conceive that a road ought to be with such an 
income ? — The whole of the road is 40 feet wide. 

2277. Is there 40 feet of metalling? — Yes, from the water fence to the table, 
it is all metalled. 

2278. It has been given in evidence before tlie Committee, that when the' 
road is scraped, mud is left upon the sides, impeding the water from flowing oif, 
and endangering travellers on the road? — I think they are in error upon that 
subject ; I have a statement upon that subject. There is agreat deal of difficulty 
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in the removing the stuff when scraped, there not being any place to deposit 
it and the farmers not knowing the value of it. One of the gentlemen who 
complained of the road being encumbered with the dirt had undertaken to 
remove it, and it had been given to him, but he allowed it to remain for several 
months, saying it was not his convenience to remove it. 

2279. Do you not conceive, as lessee of the road, and deriving so ample an 
income from the road, it would be your duty to remove anything of that kind 
upon the request of any rate-payer? — Yes, certainly; but I never bad any 
request from any rate-payer. 

2280. It has been given in evidence by the person then inspector of mail- 
coaches, that complaints having been made to the Post-office of that road, in 
accounting for the delay of the mails, that an application had been made to you, 
and you had promised an amendment of the road; that would go to establish 
that the road was not in the state you have described? — I deny it in the most 
unqualified terms ; I never knew of the mail-coach being delayed ; I never 
received any complaint of the kind, consequently I never made any promise to 
that effect ; I would have done it without making any promise. That gentle- 
man, when he did go down, saw this very seldom ; he went generally by night ; 
and he observes at the time, that he did not go to inspect the road. 

2281. Are you in the habit of inspecting the Ashbourne Hoad yourself? — 
No, I am not so often there as, perhaps, I should be ; my son goes every week, 
and his reports are favourable ; and the pay-clerk I send down to pay the men 
reports his observations upon the subject ; he goes every week also. 

2282. Does your son go upon the road for the purpose of inspecting it 
and making you a report? — He does. 

2283. Do you conceive that that road is as well formed and as well kept as 
the roads on which you have travelled between this and Liverpool ? — No, there 
are no such roads in the world. 

2284. Do you mean, that the materials in England are of a better description 
than they are in Ireland ? — I certainly do not ; I think that in Ireland the mate- 
rials are of a better description, but the men will not adopt the system ; they 
erroneously tliink if the stones are broken sufficiently small, they will not wear 
so long as if they are left larger. 

2285. According to your statement, should you think yourself justified in 
applying the 6OO/. to your own use till the road was in a state of perfect repair ? 
— I cannot do it better ; there is no limit to the expenditm*e. I do not know 
the amount to be paid ; I only know what has been paid when I see the 
disbursements. 



2286. Is there anything in the circumstances ofireland, or the materials used, 
to prevent as good a road being made there as in England ? — It is within a very 
recent period the roads in England have arrived at their present state of per- 
fection ; and I think the roads in Ireland are in progress to the same state. 

2287. The Ashbourne Road being a new road, and you being the person who 
■formed it, do you not think you could have made it as good a road as any in 
England ? — The road was not formed by me ; it was badly formed, but it is 
re-forming since. It was stated in evidence there was not sufficient fall for the 
water; I was down there last week and took the overseer with me, and I found 
fault that the road was too much sloped from the centre, and reproved him for 
having done so in two instances. 

2288. Do you employ an engineer or competent person to direct your 
labourers in the improvement of that road ?— I did for 10 or 12 years, till he got 
a contract for a road in Kerry, which he is now executing. 

2289. At present you have not any such person ? — No ; I have a person who 

has been constantly employed, and is capable of taking levels ; he was employed 
on the Howth Road. & > 1 ^ 

2290. You are not professionally acquainted with the system of road-making? 

No; 1 know what a road should be, though I should make a bad hand at 

taking Its elevation. - 



2291, Do you think it unreasonable in the public to expect that that road 

snouia be made as good as a road can be made previously to your appro- 
priating any profits to yourself? — I think they are entitled to as good a road as 
can be made for money. ® 

2292, Do you think that road as good a road as can be made for money ?— It 
certainly is not equal to the Holyhead Road. 



2293. Or 
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2293. Or tlie Liverpool Road ?— No ; but it is a great deal better than many Iredench Boume 
Toads I travel in England ; it 13 in my opinion a good, firm, well-formed road. Esq. ' 

2294- How many coaches are there on that road? — I do not exactly know ' 

the number. 9 June, 

2295. What rate do they travel ?— Faster, I believe, than on anyroad in 
Ireland I know of, except the Limerick, on winch the coach travels 9 A English 
miles an hour. 

2296. You statedyour name was added to the committee of the Meath grand 
jury, to obtain the Act termed tlie 7th & 8th of George IV. r— Yes, it was. 

2297. Were you the person who had that Act drawn up ? — It was drawn up 
by Mr. Singleton, or under Mr. Singleton’s direction, who was one of the com- 
mittee ; corrected by Mr. Bayly and the solicitor of thegrand jury, Mr. Johnson j 
and was by the latter submitted to Mr. Martley the barrister. 

2298. Did any of the persons named on that committee come over to London 
for the purpose of passing that Act ?— I was the only person of the committee 
who came on the occasion. 

2299. Was there any other person of your family in London at that time ? — 

Yes, my brother William. 

2300. It has been stated in evidence, that certain exemptions which were 
usual in some Irish Acts of Parliament, and generally in all the English Acts, 
were proposed to be inserted in that Act j that they were so inserted in the 
draft ; and that those exemptions were struck out by Mr. Bourne j can you 
give the Committee any information upon that subject? — I do not believe 'that 
any such clause was inserted in the draft of the &11, because I cannot think 
that the person alluded to, Mr. Bayly, who was acting as my agent on that 
occasion, and charged with the protection of my interests, would have conr 
sented to a clause that would be greatly injurious to them, without my privity or 
consent ; and I do not believe that Mr. William Bourne erased them, first, because 
I more than doubt their having been inserted ; and, secondly, because it must be 
known such erasure would have been unavailing, as had Lord Shaftesbury 
required the introduction of the clause, he would not have allowed the Bill to 
pass without it. If the Evidence given on this head refers to the Act of the 
7th & 8th George IV., I can say with decision that no such clause was sug- 
gested to Lord Shaftesbury ; my brotlier and 1 having been the only persons 
who had communication with his Lordship upon the subject of the various 
alterations and additions he was pleased to make in the several provisions of the 
Bill. I can further say, which I do most explicitly, that I never read or heard 
of the clause quoted by Mr. Bayly from the Charleville Road Act, until the 
6th of the present month, when 1 read it in Mr, Bayly’s Evidence before this 
Committee. 

2301. The Evidence states, that Lord Shaftesbury directed that the exemp- 
tions in the Charleville Act should be inserted in the Act of 7th & 8th of 
George iv., that the draft was so prepared and added to the Act, which exemp- 
tions were struck out by a Mr. Bourne ?— I have answered the question already, 
and Mr. Bayly, who is mentioned as the person who inserted the clause, was not 
here during the progress of the Act of the 7th & 8th of George IV. 

2302. Do you not conceive it but just to the agricultural interests on the 
north of Dublin that the exemptions mentioned in the Charleville Act should 
have been inserted in the Ashbourne Act ? — Certainly not at my expense; 

I never took the road subject to any such clause, and the introduction of such 
clauses as would have deprived me of half the revenue of the road, and would 
have been nothing short of a robbery. 

2303. It appears you have a profit of 6OO/. a year; do you not think that the 
Public have a right to expect they should have the advantage of that profit in 
lowering the toll upon agricultural produce?— I do not, because, when the Act 
was applied for, two years’ accounts were kept of the different articles that 
passed through the gate, and the money received on account of them ; and it 
is this ; it appeared, by a Return for one year, ended the 19th of March 1826, 
it amounted to 1,171?. 65. Id., of which sum 748?. Os. “Jcl was paid by cars 
pd carts ; and the exemptions on agricultural produce, to the extent proposed 
in the Charleville Act, would probably have reduced the year’s revenue one- 
half, which would be more than ray apparent profits. 

2304. Do you not think it likely to cause great discontent to the farmers on 
the line of the Ashbourne Road, while you derive a profit of 600?. a year, they 
are obliged to pay for their cows going to pasture, and their horses going to the 

645. z 2 forge, 
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forge, and their agricultural produce coming from their farms ? — I doubt it very 
much, notwithstanding what Mr. Bayly stated, that he had a ticket in his 
pocket. A gate was put up in the village of Tolkca, on the cross road leading- 
to Glasnevin, in consequence of a quarry having been extensively worked on 
the road lor supplying stones for the new burial-ground at Prospect House • 
and during the winter following, the carts were employed almost daily in draw! 
ing the stones without paying any toll; the man was applied to, to contribute 
something to repair the damage he occasioned, and he refused it. Tiie road 
leadingfrom Tolkea to Glasnevin had been repaired with a view tliat the toll at 
Prospect House might be evaded by means of a short circuit on the Knocksedan 
Road (or the Glasnevin Road), on which the tolls were considerably less ■ 
and to prevent persons travelling a considerable distance from Ratoath for 
instance, six or seven miles on the road, and then turning off to evade the 
Ashbourne toll; the gate in question was erected. I doubt any collection 
having been made at it, as the collection would be resisted; no schedule of 
tolls or collector’s name being exhibited, as the law requires. At all events 
it was to no advantage of mine, as the gate had been let. ’ 

2305. Mr. Bayly produced to the Committee a ticket for his cows going to 
pasture, and he also complained that his carts and ploughs, going to work on 
his farm, though they used the road for only the distance of 200 yards, were 
always charged toll ? — I was not aware of it, nor would I liave allowed it; but 
if the bar was put up, it must have been a very short time, not a week. * 

2306. Do you conceive that to have been an imposition ? — No ; it is a hard- 
ship, but not an imposition ; the law warranted it, and what is legal cannot be 
called an imposition ; it is a hardship, which I would have remedied had I been 
apprised of it. 



2307. Do you conceive it to be for the advantage of the public in Ireland 
that an individual should be armed with the power of establishing ^ates upon 
a road, when he is the person to derive the profit?— I have no such^ower; it 
IS a power invested m the trustees of the road ; and there must be a strong 
case made out to induce them, to establish a gate. “ 

Do you not conceive you act perfectly independent of the trustees of 
that Division of the Road ?— Certainly not; I could not put up a gate without 
tnetr consent. 10 



2309. How many meetings of the trustees of the Southern Division have taken 
pJace since the passing of the measure of the 7th & 8th George ly ’—The Act 
Kr'lw ;T"p ‘ ; tliere have been very few besides those ;’there is one, 

and T k^nm if February, andanotller the 22d of February; 

and 1 know there is an adjournment to early in July 

tbe^'yih meetings of the trustees taken place since the passing of 

Sance th »;• 'tOu the day appointed by the Act I fas not in 

f attended, and consequently there 

was no Roaid, five trustees being necessary to constitute a Board. ^ 

is nriJirioAl'fc ■" evidence, that the Board of Trustees of the road 

hufine? iw with you by relationship or in 
agreatniiml.Pi nf eoinposed of 58 persons, coinVising 

Lcted iririhp ° '■“Peetahility residing oil the road, and cou- 

ofMng^ tl>e constant practice 

perfom \Ji'o\r,lf mentioned as trustees in tliis Act, 
been in t t ■ n ‘he Act, and have not 

Lord Shaftesbm'-v ^ probable ; and when the Bill was submitted to 

them there were som noblemen marked as trustees; he erased 

MembenfoTuie ^ of Parliament to allow the 

admitting the trustees of a road ; but there was a clause 

tlemen the Marmii=: ^ F^r other members, with a view to allow those gen- 
the SromsffZdW Lord Oriel, Marquis of Downsliire, and 

proper. ’ * osiding on the road, to become I rustecs if they thought 

iiames^of1i”Sfrof Southern Division of that Road, I find the 

the county or the connected with either 

particularly on the NorthLn trustees were for the greater part, 

2314. We are LeaHnf of f Someiville. 

^ Southern now ? — The names were given by 

® that 
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that gentleman and Mr. Bayly, and some of the other directors of the road ; Frederick Bourne, 

I had a long list furnished to me of the names, in which I certainly made some 

alteration ; I left out two persons of tlie name of Shew. 

2315. The Committee wish to have the names of the acting trustees, not 

the nominal trustees? — Mr. William Lnnell Guinness, the Ex-sherifF Mallett, ^ 

Mr. Simon Boilleau, Mr. Croker, and others, whose names do not at this instant 
present themselves to ine. 

23 1 6. How many generally attend the meeting ? — I think about eleven ; I am 
not in the remembrance of the others. 

2317. Are those persons you have mentioned connected by property with the 
Ashbourne Road? — Several of them are. 

2318. Several have no connexion with it? — I believe so. Mr. Guinness, 

I believe, has not. 

2319. What do you conceive to be the duty of the trustees of the Southern 
Division of the road? — To hear any report that is made, either by persons 
hostile to the road, or the servants of it, as to its state. 

2320. The servants of the road are your servants, and not the servants of the 
trustees ? — Certainly, I am amenable to the trustees. 

2321. Do you conceive you are bound to act as the trustees direct ? — If the 
road is out of repair, I am certainly bound to attend to their suggestions for its 
amendment. 

2322. If the trustees directed you to lay out the 6OO/. a year you now appro- 
priate to yourself, sliould you conceive yourself to be bound by that direction? 

— If they gave sufficient reasons for it I should. 

2323. Then you consider yourself the only competent judge of the sufficiency 
of their reasons ? — Indeed I should think so ; and if many of the gentlemen 
who have appeared before you were trustees, there would be an end to any 
profit, from hostile feeling to me. 

2324. What entitles you to receive any profit? — The expenditure; 5 , 000 /. 
upon the road, and a considerably greater sum in the village of Ashbourne, 
which became necessary in consequence of there not being a house of enter- 
tainment ; for several miles of road there was not a place to bait your horse at, 
or get any refreshment. I began by building an inn; then a second; and 
a third has been added, but this expenditure I never would have incurred but 
from the obligation that my interest in the road imposed upon me. I conceive 
that my expenditure on the road has not been confined to the mere loads of 
stone put on it, hut that it iiicludes the expenditure at Ashbourne ; it does not 
remunerate in itself the money I have laid out. 

2325. You conceive that the public are bound to pay you tliat high rate of 
toll because you entered upon the speculation of building a town to accommo- 
date them with public-houses? — No; lam speaking of that as an incidental 
expense, that justifies me in the claim to the right 1 have, under the Act, to 
whatever can be fairly derived from the I'oad. 

2326. Supposing an account .was now taken of the amount received b;y you 
since the passing of the 7 th & 8th of George the Fourth, how much of that 
5 , 000 /. would remain unpaid?— A very considerable portion ; if you allow me 
anything for my capital, or tlie interest upon my capital ; and for some years 
I am quite satisfied I did not get anything at all in the way of interest or profit. 

2327. Have you accounted to any public officer for the expenditure of that 
5 , 000 /.? — No, except to the House of Lords ; on that renewed Act I have an 
affidavit of the amount of the expenditure. 

2328. It is not stated in the Act you expended 5 , 000 /., but a large sum of 
money? — In the draft of the Act the sum of l<,d-88/. was inserted, but that did 
not cover the whole disbursement at the time, and the agent for the Act sug- 
gested, as it was unnecessary to be precise as to the sum, it would occasion 
trouble and delay to prove the [allegation, and the words “large sum” were 
substituted for the sum of 4 , 488 ^ ; but here is an affidavit as to the sum. 

2329. Do you conceive that the trustees of the Northern Division of the 
Ashbourne Road have greater power by this Act than the trustees of the 
Southern Division ?— No, I do not, because the Act refers generally to both. 

2330. The trustees of the Northern Division can increase their expenditure 
or diminish the amount of tolls? — So can I. 

2331. Can the trustees of the Southern Division, where you are the lessee, 

645. z 3 oblige 
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Frederick Bourne, oblige yoii to decrease the tolls or increase the expenditure ?— They can increase 
Esq. ’ the expenditure by a representation that the road wants repair. 

2332. And to reduce the tolls? — No, they cannot 5 the clause guards against 

9 June, that. 

2333. So that the trustees are merely nominally trustees, you being the sole 
acting trustee, and in fact they have no power? — Upon the point last referred 
to, certainly not 5 they cannot do it without the concurrence of Frederick and 
Richard Bourne. 

2334. Then the clauses of the Act apply differently to the trustees of the 
Northern and Southern Divisions of the road? — Yes, if you consider me in the 
light of a trustee. 

2335. You arc in the light of a lessee ? — In the Southern Division it is vested 
in the trustees generally j in the Northern Division they can lower the rate of 
charge, so can I j I cannot advance it, neither can they. 

2336. Then it comes to this, that the trustees on the Southern Division have 
no power whatever except of representing to you the state of the road? — Or to 
the Chancellor; if they make a representation to the Chancellor that the road 
is not in repair, the tolls are sequestered, and they would be held for the person 
to whom they may belong till the road is put into repair, when, and when only, 
it is restored to him. 

2337. At whose instance would it be, and who is to defray the expense of 
that application to the Chancellor? — I believe that is defined also by the Act. 

2338. Have the goodness to point out the clause?— [27<:e Act was handed to 
the Witness.l — It is the 86th. 

2339. You stated, in a former part of your Evidence, you came to London 

for the purpose of passing the 7th & 8th of Geo. IV.; can you state to the 
Committee who defrayed the expense of that Act? — The grand iury of the 
county of Meath. ^ J d 

2340. Under what Act of Parliament was the presentment made ? — The pre- 
sentment having been made, the payment was ordered under the authority of 
the 7th & 8th of Geo. iv. 

2341. Do you mean to say that the grand jury was authorized to advance 
300 1. by a section of an Act that had not passed ? — The payment was authorized 
by the Act ; the presentment was made in contemplation of the Act being 
passed, warranting them in doing so. 

2342. Then the presentment was made in the first instance without any Act 
to authorize it, and upon the passing of the 7th & 8th of Geo. iv., a clause was 
inserted 111 it, that the treasurer should be authorized to pay the money to you? 
—-By a clause in the Act, the treasurer was authorized to pay the money; by 
what authority they passed the presentment, I do not know. 

2343. Can you state at what period the presentment was made ? — In the year 
182'i', the summer assizes, I believe. 

2344. Can you state whether, at the period of the appointment of that Com- 
mittee, any sum of money was presented and raised off the county of Meath for 
mat purpose, or whether the Committee was solely appointed with a view to 
devise the best means of obtaining the Act?— The object of appointing the 

ommittee was to devise the best means of obtaining it; I am not aware of the 
sum presented ; I only know I was repaid the sum I paid to Mr. Gunnell, the 
lailiamentary agent here, which was about 400?. 

2345. Who paid the additional 100/.?-The grand jury of the county of 



grand jury paid something more than the 400?.?— Yes. 
noneil’ *1 coutiibute anything? — Nothing beyond my own personal ex- 

Srnrln/f- objected to hat the presentment until he was satisfied by the 

^ o 1 « of Goo. IV. sect. 45. 

ool; the Judge presiding upon that occasion?— I do not know. 

itYinrn£^r« stated, that in 1816 it was desirable to make considerable 

Difblin ?— Yes^^ of the country beyond the boundary of the county of 

qiiiu’pv*? ^ knowledge, that the Post-office ordered any. 

A ’ ^ Ashbourne to Elmsgrove, near Slane. 

Stand jury of the county of Meath, taking 

wishes of ‘tliePoTt-cffice^-l am qffite sure 'off';^ 

3352. tlan 
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2352- Can you state how many times the grand jury of the county of Meath Frederick Bourne, 
refused to pass that presentment ?—! know I had several years’ attendance to 

get it passed ; and on the occasion when it was passed a representation was ' 
made to the Judge, and when it was reconsidered in the grand jury room, there 
were not a sufficient number of members present, and the Judge refused to 
fiat it. 

2353- Was the presentment for making the road ever traversed ? — Only for 
damages. 

2354. Can you state to the Committee what the cost of making that line of 
road was? — I think it was something near 6,000/. for making the road, besides 
the purchase of the land. 

2355* Subsequently to the formation of that new road, was there not an off 
branch made to Drogheda? — Yes, there was. 

2356. Can you state to the Committee what the alterations of that road cost? 

— I cannot j it was considerable ; there was a line of considerable extent to avoid 
Hawkins Town Hill ; there was another that required a new bridge over the 
Nanny Water at Duleek, and there was a third at Flatten, where I became 
responsible for a heavy rent, in order to get permission to go through a domain, 
and had to build a wall to the domain that cost me 300/. or 4<00/. 

2357. Can you state what was the annual sum expended in repairing that 
road from I8I7 to the period of obtaining the Act of the 7th & Sth Geo. iv. ? 

— No, I cannot; but I was in the habit, as supervisor of part of it, of receiving 
very large sums; I have received 1,000/. and more, at one assizes, for the 
repair of that road, from the grand jury of Meath. 

2358. Have you heard there were very great complaints on the part of the 
land-owners on that road, in consequence of the great expense that was in- 
curred? — Yes, I have; and I think their complaints quite reasonable; I was 
allowed for part of that road 4-j. a perch. 

2359. Are you aware that the charge of repairing the mail-coach road is 
thrown on the county at large through which it passes ? — I am ; and I further 
know, that this line of road was on the skirts of the county, and it was a great 
accommodation to the county of Louth and other northern counties. 

2360. Are you aware that a previous affidavit, on a stamp, is necessary to 
authorize the grand jury to make a presentment? — It is, I believe. 

2361. Do you know who made the previous affidavit on which the present- 
ment of 300/. was granted by the Meath grand jury, at the summer assizes of 
1824, for the expenses of obtaining the Act of Pax-liament ? — There was no such 
presentment, to my recollection. 

2362. Will you read the 45tli section of the Act of 7th & Sth Geo. IV. ? — 

“ Whereas the grand jury of the said county of Meath, at the summer assizes 
“ of 1824, presented the sum of 300/. to be raised off the county at large, to 
“ be employed to defray the expenses of obtaining an Act to authorize the 
“ establishment of Turnpike Tolls on the road from Dublin to Drogheda, 

“ between the boundary of the county of Dublin, near the seventh milestone, 

and the county of the town of Drogheda, and from Dublin to Slane by 
“ Ashbourne.” 

2363. Do you persist, after reading that, in saying you know of no such 
presentment being made? — No, I do not; but I am aware a resolution was 
passed appointing particular persons to be a committee to seek for the Act, but 
I did not know when tlie presentment for the raising of the money was made. 

2364. Then, in point of fact, you did not demand this money, or make any 
affidavit or representation to the grand jury to authorize passing the present- 
ment previous to the summer assizes of 1824? — Not until after the passing of 
the Act, when I made application for the money. 

2365. Can you inform the Committee who drew up that Act? — There were 
a great number of hands concei-ned in it. 

2366. Does it appear to you, on referring to the Act, that there is a circum- 
stance recited in the Act as true that you believe not to have been the fact ? — 

I am not enough informed on the subject to form an opinion upon it ; I know 
I did not do it. 

2367. When the committee was appointed to devise the best means of esta- 
blishing turnpikes upon that road, were not you the lessee of what is called th6 
Curragha Trust?— I was. 

645- z 4 2368. How 
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2368. How many years had you unexpired of that lease ?— I ‘think twenty, 
two, or more. 

2369. You having an iinexpircd lease of twenty-two or twenty-three years of 
the Curragha Trust, did you consider you had a vested interest in that portion 
of the road that lies in the county of Dublin ? — I had. 

2370. Are we to understand that the gate, called Prospect Gate, was as well 
upon the Curragha Road as it is now on the Ashbourne Road ? — Yes. 

2371. Will you explain to the Committee what the particular grievance is of 
which the public complain now with respect to Prospect Gate ? — The grievance 
they complain of is, that at Prospect House the amount of the two payments 
authorized by the Act of the 56th Geo. III. are collected; that the distant 
traveller there has a considerable abatement of toll, as, for instance, a post- 
chaise going from Dublin to Ashbourne, under the Act of the 56th Geo. III. 
was liable to toll amounting to 2 5., and he can now travel the same distance 
for 1 s. 

2372. Under the 56th of George iii., commonly called the Curragha Act, 

had you the power of having two pay-gates ? — Yes. ’ 

2373. Did you not prefer, for the advantage of a new road as it was, to. 

abandon the second pay-gate, and to raise the toll at the Prospect Gate ? I did 

not abandon it. There was a partial increase at the Prospect Gate. 

2374. You did not, in point of fact, establish a second pay-gate ? — I did not. 

2375. When, in the year 1827, the Act of the 7th & 8th of George IV. was 
applied for, you, having a vested right, were not friendly to the new Act of 
Parliament ? — I was not. 

2376. Under the new .Actof Parliament of the 7th & 8th of George IV., three 
additional Irish miles are thrown upon you ; was it not agreed that you were 
to receive as long a lease of the new Ashbourne Road as you originally had 
of the old Curragha Road? — Yes, 31 years. 

2377. Was not it on those conditions you consented to abandon your opposi- 
tion to the grand j ury of the county of Meath ?— Yes, I would have entered a 
traverse against the presentment, and opposed it by every possible means ; still, 
haying only a small toll at the Prospect House, if the grand jury had consented 
to keep the road in repair from the bounds of the county, I would never have 
established a second pay-gate. 

400/., you say, was granted by the grand jury of the county of 
Meath to obtain tlie 7th & 8th of George IV., but by the Act of the 7th & 8th 
ot George IV. the Northern Division of that Trust is placed under the control 
ot trustees, who are all persons resident in the county of Meath; but the 
Southern Division of that Trust in the county of Dublin is placed solely in 
your hands as lessee, and the rate-payers and trustees of the county of Dublin 
control whatever over that portion of the road ; is that the case or not ? 

With tile exception 1 before mentioned, if the road was not in repair, they 
could force me to make it so. i > j 

2379. Can you state why the grand jury of the county of Meath did not give 
you the same advantages on the Northern Division of that road that you enjoy 
V 4./^ . Southern Division ; what claim have you for more monopoly 

ot the tolls on the Southern Division than the Northern Division 1 — I had a 
monopoly before, and having that, constituted my right to demand it from them. 

upon another road? — No, upon the same road ; there is no 
1 eience between the situation in which I stand now and previously ; only 
English miles to keep in repair from which I was previously 

monopoly greatly increased in value by the extension of 
the line to Drogheda ? — It is no further increased in that Act than before; in 
tne one case it was kept up by presentment, and in the other by turnpike toll ; 

conceive the establishment of the turnpike toll to be greatly ininrious to 
me, inasmuch as it kept a certain portion of the intercourse off the road. The 
. degree abandoned, and the road to Ash- 

tnll ; tlicre would be no traffic at all upon it if there was any 

ioT " Division of the road, which I wanted to prevent, 

frnm 1 that accrued to you for your own private 

i!!!f Curragha Road, before the passing of the 7th & 8th George IV. ? 
^Hy documents to enable me to answer this question with precision. 

I . so seeping four miles of new road in repair were very considerable; 
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in one year, I believe, the difference between the receipts and disbursements 
did not exceed 184 ./. in my favour. 

2383. Are your profits under this monopoly greater than under the former ? — 
Yes, I think they are, arising from the greater intercourse; but I think they 
would have been greater still if that Act had not passed; I think the greater 
intercourse would have given me more. 

2384. And yet you were favourable to the passing of the 7 th & 8th of 
George IV. ? — Yes, wlien I could not help it ; when the county of Meath were 
going to establish a toll at the ninth milestone, at the turn to llatoath, tlm three 
payments to Ashbourne would have destroyed the town, which was more an 
object to me than the tolls. 

2385. Did you ever seek any control over the Northern Division ? — I did not, 
but declined it. 

2386. Should you have got any control over the Southern Division if you had 
not been a lessee of the Curragha Trust ? — No, I would not ; the Curragha 
and Ashbourne Trust are the same, except that the Curragha Trust extends a 
shorter distance than the Ashbourne line. 

2387. In consequence of the four additional miles that were handed over to 
you, did you put on any additional tolls ? — There was no additional toll for tliat; 
it was part of the arrangement. 

2388. In your opinion, is landed ])roperty on the north side of Dublin injured 
by the establishment of turnpikes, and the rate of toll charged on manure, com- 
pared with landed property on the southern side ? — I am of opinion that it is ; 
I think that the land would bear a higher price than it does if there were not 
turnpikes. 

2389. You are aware that tlie exemptions you opposed being inserted in the 
7 th & 8th of George IV. tended to improve all the landed property along the 
line of the road? — I certainly do ; I think that the exemption from toll would 
be beneficial to the agriculturist, but destructive to the road. 

2390. In fact, the dOO/. a year you now receive is taken out of the pockets 
of the agriculturists on the norlli of Dublin, to their great injury ? — 1 deny 
that I receive altogether 6OO/. a year, because although there is a difference to 
that amount, there is no allowance made to me for ray capital, nor for the time 
I have devoted to the business. 

2391. When you first turned your attention to the northern district of Dublin 
you were a coach proprietor? — I was. 

2392. Were not the communications through that part of the country exces- 
sively difficult and bad at that time r — They were ; when I first went down the 
road there was not a hovel for several miles of it, nor an inhabitant, and in 
Ashbourne, where there are now several hundred inhabitants, there was only 
a miserable hut, in which a herd lived. 

2393. Do you consider that all the money paid for tolls on agricultural 
produce comes out of the pockets of the land-owners in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Dublin?— No, certainly not. It is in evidence, and the .Journals 
of the Proceedings of the Commissioners of Curragha Trust will prove, that at 
no period, up to the assignment to me, have the tolls derivable from tlie local 
interests of the county of Dublin been competent to repair the road ; the tolls 
have twice been sequestered to the Knocksedan trustees, for the repayment of 
the Finglass proportion of the expenses for repairing 81 perches of the road 
common to the two Trusts. At the Board of the Finglass trustees on the 28 th 
of June 1799, after detailing the necessity of immediate repairs on the road, 
and the incompetence of the toll to afford the means thereof, it was resolved 
to appoint a committee of five to solicit subscriptions for the purpose ; and at 
a subsequent meeting, after declaring there was a total destitution of means, 
they agreed to repair the road at their individual expense, and to request the 
gentlemen of the neighbourhood to co-operate, It must be obvious, therefore, 
that the tolls, thus demonstrated to be insufficient for the ordinary repair of the 
road, must have been rendered totally inadequate thereto when subsequently 
charged with 250 /. per annum interest of money borrowed by the trustees, and 
the rent of ground taken by them for the use of the road. 

2394. You stated in your Evidence, that you believed the turnpike system 
on the northern side of Dublin was extremely injurious to the landed interest 
on that side of Dublin ; have you, in your experience of the countjy, known 
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Irederick Bourne, that the establishment of turnpikes has prevented the investment of capital in 
building in that quarter? — I do not know that j I am not a resident on the 
northern side, but I think the difference between the northern and the southern 
side is injurious to the northern ; and although the means for collecting the 
' ■ fund for repairing the road on the southern may be objectionable, I tliink it is 
less injurious to the public. I think it is injurious in this respect : if a citizen 
is disposed to take a drive about the country, he will not knock his head against 
a turnpike gate, but extend his drive where there is no such impediment* if 
be travels to the southern, he may see a cottage that is eligible, or tbo site of 
a house for erecting one ; and that is a circumstance much in favour of the 
southern part of the country; I think the house-tax would not operate upon 
a small farmer. ^ 

2395. You reside on the southern side of Dublin ? — Yes. 

2396. State to the Committee out of what fund the roads are repaired on the 
southern side of Dublin, and what is their general state of repair? — So far as 
I am competent to speak, they are repaired by the grand jury presentments, 
and by a house-tax upon houses of a certain value. As to the state of the road* 
it is generally defective from the inadequacy of the fund applicable to its 
repair. 

2397. What is the amount per perch ?— Upon certain leading roads Q,s. a perch 
are allowed per annum, but upon the road from Koundtown, leading along to 
lallagh, the sum of 6 d. or 6^ o', or Qd. Irish was the amount for an Irish perch. 

2398. Comparing the state of the roads on the southern side of Dublin with 

the state of the roads on the northern side of Dublin, wliich do you think are 
the best ? I think the northern roads are by much the best ; I know my own, 
Rod R \ the other day, was incalculably better, not excepting the 



2399. Do you conceive that the public on the northern side of Dublin receive 

v.ilue in the improved state of the road for the tax they pay on that road ^ 

X do not know the amount that they pay. 

2400. What is the value you put'upon your house?— The house is valued at 
au/., aucl -1 pay 50s. I do not recollect the amount of the assessment for the 
Toau ; f think I should pay more for turnpike than I do at present : I may pay 
at present something under 20f, including county rate. 

2401. It has been stated in evidence, that the distance between Dublin and 
JJ.ogheda. by the Ashbourne Road, is as great as it formerly was by the otlier 

‘ p lestones upon that road have been put up, not to mark 

mti w®. bear out the statement originally made, that that 

is the f Committee whether tliat 

Drmrlmf ^ost-office, Dublin, to the Bridge of 

l)m?P r measured by Robert Bourne, surveyor, and 

miles 9 f 1 ’ and in.spector, and they found the distance to be 22 

Mr Tilrn “‘I to this admeasurement 

Doubl Imweve 1 ■■ ™ 17th of November 1S17. 

nersons ’wZtr I expressed as to the accuracy of this survey, by 

road bv Bsliir' money from Government for shortening the 

Tre L rite Galvin, John Lee, and J. Higgins 

norted the dist ° July 18-1, employed tomeasuretheroad,when theyre- 
to be 22 m es Dublin to the Bridge at Drogheda 

a half Dcrches hot Irish; tlie difference of four and 

pvovements at fT ''o' 1"'° “^|'''e“®“>'einenls having arisen from some im- 

Duleek and ti,o ^'ti ’ ^”‘1 by two pieces of new road, one at 

2 furlonus 91 1 Flatten. The above distance was further reduced 

Dublin ^via A hi 1*’® actual distance from the Post-office at 

longs OTd ksttchrT’ ■ ° o’" Drogheda, is only 21 miles, 7 fur- 

road between rim 1^’ 2 miles, 1 furlong and i.5 perches shorter than the 

as stated on the mil of Balbiiggen, taking such road to be. 

The Board for the “fou®’ *o- a«d general acceptation, at 24 miles 1 furlong, 
made CshSeffiL^Th" application had been 

peer, to examine fh?^ by Swords sent the late Mr. Nimmo, the engi- 
bourne, and on that & “I also the then existing road by Ash- 

having declared that the the Board declined the advance; Mr. Nimmo 
Swords either so shnri improvement would not make the road by 

r so level as the road by Ashbourne. Then, with regard 

to 
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to the milestones, I say they were not put up with any view of giving any iin- Frederick Bourtu, 
proper distances ; but there is an error in almost every instance, and the only Esq* 

one critically correct is the 22 d milestone, in Cook-street, Drogheda, agreeable 

to the Survey in 1821 . There is not a 22d milestone on the road now. 3 Jinie, 

2402. Have you got coaches running upon any line of road, at present, in 
Ireland? — To Limerick only. 

2403. Does your coach travel on a Trust called the Trust from Naas to 
Kilcullen Green ? — It travels part of it, as far as Naas. 

2404- Did you at any time take your coaches off that line of road and go 
round by Celbriclge ? — I did. 

2405. What reason had you for taking that round? — In consequence of the 
lessees of the Kilcullen Road having exacted double tolls, to which they were 
by law entitled. 

240G. Will you state the circumstances under which they are entitled by-law 
to exact double tolls? — It is the 33 d of George the Third. I believe it is the 
Kilcullen Road Act. 

2407. Was the double toll charged to you for running a public coach more 
than if you ran your private carriage with four horses ? — Yes. 

2408. Then the Act gives the power of charging a higher toll for coaches 
used as public conveyances than for private carriages ? — Yes, at that time it 
did ; it has been since abandoned. I do not pay it now. 

2400. Was that exemption given to you in consequence of your having taken 
your coaches off the road ? — I cannot say what the motive might have been, but 
such was the consequence. 

2410. When the toll was lowered did you replace your coaches upon the 
road? — Yes, I did. 

2411. Is it a good road ? — Occasionally it is not. 

2412. Is that road invariably scraped as you think it ought to be? — I have 
not travelled the road more than two or three times in the last ten years, and 
I am not com])etent from my observation to speak to it. 

2413. Do you not receive reports from your own agents? — ^Yes; it is from 
the agents I have heard it. 

2414. By general report, is that road attended to as you conceive a road 
ought to be attended to on which 5 , 000 1 . a year is levied for tolls for 21 miles ? 

— Having seen it but twice in many years, I can give nothing from my own 
observation. 

2415. When you saw it, what was the state of the road? — There was a great 
quantity of materials, but the road was rough about llathcoole. 

2416. Have you not a great interest in the goodness of that road? — Yes. 

2417. Was it not your intei’est to inquire into it? — Yes, and the x'eports that 
have reached me say it is not good. Mr. Purcell was exerting himself, who is 
also deeply interested in the question ; he took more part in the representations 
than I have done ; I calculated upon deriving benefit from his acts. 

2418. What were the particular reports you heard from your agents? — 'That 
it was sometimes out of repair. 

2419. Have you found the wear and tear of harness upon that road greater 
than on any other line ? — I know that Mr. Purcell has made reports to that 
effect j but I have not observed it ; I know it must be so if the road is bad. 

2420. Do you not expect your coachmen to go a certain distance in a certain 
ti,ine? — Yes, they are bound to do it. 

2421. Do the coachmen go the distance without distressing the liorses? — 

I cannot speak to distressing the horses ; I know he keeps his time ; they are 
not generally five minutes after their time in a month. 

2422. Can you state, from your experience, in endeavouring to improve the 
roads on different lines, that you have experienced any great difficulty in getting 
those improvements carried into effect? — I am quite sure there is considerable 
difficulty in effecting general improvements, from being opposed by local in- 
terests ; I know several new lines of road which might be effected, but they 
would approach too near gentlemen’s domains, 

2423. Can you give the Committee any instance in point on any line of road 
that would shorten the distance to the public, but which is resisted by local 
interests Yes, I can; the proposed road to Tullamore would shorten the 
distance between Tullamore and Dublin near eight miles ; a considerable por- 
tion of the road through the county of Kildare has been made, another part 

645. AA2 through 
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TrcderickBtiume, through the King’s County has been laid out; and I sought for a presentment 
Esq. to connect the near part of the road called Moss’s Road with the city of Dublin • 

and I got some presentments for making the road as far ns the Fox and Geese* 
A Bill was about to be brought into Parliament to establish turnpikes upon the 
road as soon as it was made, with a view, on the faith of those tolls, to wet the 
funds for making the road, and it was opposed by persons residing at Cetbridge 
and other places; I need not mention them; they opposed it, and defeated 
the business entirely, after a considerable expenditure to the county of Dublin 
and to me also. 

2424. Would you recommend that the system of road management should be 
placed under a general Board in Dublin, and that the Turnpike Trusts should 
be consolidated? — Interested as I am in the continuance of the Ashbourne 
Road, I should think the Committee could hardly expect an opinion from me 
242,5. Always taking into the account a just remuneration to those who can 
establish that they have given value to the public for the leases they now enjoy? 
— I cannot have any hesitation in saying my opinion is, that it would conduce 
materially to the public interests if there was one general fund and one weneral 
Trust for the management of all the roads, and putting the roads upon the 
north and south of Dublin upon an equality. 

2426. Should you recommend, in any alteration to be made, that the district 
round Dublin, say four miles, should be exempt from turnpikes, and repaired by 
a tax on houses? — That in some instances, as with respect to the Ratoatli Road 
and the Knocksedan Road, would be a virtual abolition of those Trusts* 
the whole revenue of them arises from the intercourse within the distance 
spoken of. 

2427. Do you conceive that the inhabitants, within the distance of four miles, 
would be benefited in a greater degree by having the roads repaired by a house- 
tax than by a turnpike? — They would be benefited by any system which would 
tend to put them on an equality, but I doubt whether it would be materially to 
their advantage to liave a house-tax. I know that Mr. Shew, a very extensive 
Imidholder in the neighbourhood of Finglass, was very anxious for the abolition 
of toll so far; but when he understood that it was to be levied off his land 
I understand he is ju.st as much opposed to that as he was to the turnpike tolls! 

242b. Do you think that a house-tax, extending four miles round Dublin, 
would be sufiicient, unless it was at a very high rate, to keep the roads in good 
order r — Certainly not. 

2429 Are you aware of any other system which, on the whole, you think 

would be more serviceable to the public for the repair of the roads than a toll 
fairly levied ?— I think a toll the most equitable mode for collecting a fund to 
repair a road. ° 

2430 Are you acquainted with a trust called the Circular Hoad Trust F- 
iNo, only from knowing that the tolls are very high. 

243 1 . Do you know that the road is in a good state of repair ?— Certainly not, 

It IS very bad ; partially in some places it is totally abandoned. 

Mudm^aTF— I°do'™°'' anything of the state of the road between Dublin and 

g™arally?— I saw it twice during the 
SSnl Older a'«l I understand it is now in 

Mnmnta?” it?~Oniy to 

mvllt road to be in excellent rep.iir ?— Yes, according to 

my observation, and I saw it twice in the winter. 



believe the road betweep Dublin and Chapelizod to be i 

fenciM , te vrJ "“f <>"^1 feelt with the su.Vace of it, but 

lencmg is very bad, and it is low. 

dangi^?iVe"fl‘thinksl of passengers are in 

is f "““I Dublin to Chapelizod 

house- but^ iirTl” ^ ‘be water lying near the dog- 

UtLl’there ‘“i '“P™ro“ents that have been long contem- 

widenino- thV alterations intended by the Government about 

widening the load and throwing down the park wall in places, and a new 



entrance to be made there^ 



2439 * 
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2439. Do you know the state of the road between Ba^iandrimbv and Clonard ? Frederick liomne^ 
— Yes. 

2440. Do you describe that also as in an excellent state? — I do, because the "Tjune 

greater part of it is through a gravel hill, and by picking it up it would be kept 1832.’ 
in repair. 

2441 . Is that road safe to travel, even by day, in the present state of its 
fences? — I confined tny observations to the surface of the road. 

2442. When you described the road as excellent, did you not include the 
fencing ? — No. 

2443. You would describe a road as good, although a man was in danger of 
losing his life from the want of proper fences?— I was alluding merely to the 
surface. 

2444. It has been stated in evidence, by the inspector of mail-coaches, that 
mail-coaches have been upset between Dublin and Mullingar in consequence of 
the deficiency of the fences ? — I am not aware of that ; many fences have been 
made of late years, but the impression is general, that the Turnpike Trusts are 
not bound to make fences or footpatlis. 

2445. Do you conceive, on the Ashbourne Road, you arc bound as lessee to 
keep the footpaths in repair? — No; Mr. Bayly has repeatedly undertaken to 
obtain a presentment for repairing the footpaths. 



LuncB, die J^miiy 1832 . 

R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Frederick Bourne, Esq. called in ; and further Examined. 

2446. HAVE you borrowed any money from Government for the repair of 
the Ashbourne Road? — No. 

2447. The Act authorizes and requires repositories on the road to be provided 
for placing broken stone; have you done so? — No, I have not; the Act au- 
thorizes the doing it, but it does not require it. Stones are broken in the 
different quarries, and laid there until they are wanted, and carried to the spots 
where they are wanted. 

2448. Are they placed on the side of the road so as to form heaps ? — They 
are in some instances placed on the side of the road and broken there ; but in 
other cases they are carried out of the quarry and broken. 

2449. you not conceive that the object of the Act is, that you, as lessee of 
the road, should provide such places for stones, in order to prevent the nuisance 
of heaps of stones lying on the road?— It authorizes the getting them ; but I did 
not understand it as compulsory ; and I have observed in Wales and other parts, 
where those repositories are placed, that they are adapted for any other purpose 
but the reception of stones. I have seen heaps of stones upon the Holyhead 
Road, lying intermediately between those places that were designed for their 
reception. 

24,50. Did yon account at sessions for the expenditure of the sum of 400 /., 
granted by the Meath grand jury to defray the expense of the 7 th & 8th 
George IV., as directed by the Act ? — I have not tlie slightest remembrance on 
the subject. 

2451 . Did you put in any account of receipt and expenditure, tliat you re- 
collect? — I really cannot answer; I suppose I must. 

24,52. By the J 5 th Section of this Act, it appears that the trustees of the 
Southern Division were proiiibited from prosecuting or defending any suit or 
action for any matter relating to the said Division of the said road, or doing 
any matter or thing affecting the rights and interests by this Act vested in the 
said Frederick and Richard Bourne, without the consent of llie said lYederick 
or Richard Bourne, their executors, administrators or assigns ; will you state 
to the Committee of wliat possible use those trustees can be if you can control 
them, and whether you submitted the draft of this Act to the trustees, or to 
the grand jury of the county of Meath, previous to its being made a law? — 

have already stated, that the draft of the Act was prepared by one, of the 
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FreJericfc Bourne, gentlemen of the county of Meath, Mr. Singleton ; and was submitted by him, 
at the desire of the grand jury, to Mr. Johnson of llutland-square, who I un! 
derstood was the law agent. I presume that the clause must have been 
intended to prevent my being involved in eternal litigation and law expenses 
by any whim of any member of the Trust. 

2453. aware that at the time that you were in London getting this 
Act passed, a committee of persons interested in the road were sitting in Dublin 
to inquire into the Act, and to prepare a petition against it ?^ — 1 am not. Pre- 
vious to my going to London, a meeting was called to assemble at the Waterford 
Hotel, to consider the proposed Bill, and I attended there to atford any 
information or explanation on the subject; but the intended meeting did not 
take place. 

2454. It has been stated by some Witnesses examined here, that that Act was 
passed in such a hurried manner through the House of Lords, tliat it went 
tiirough all its stages in three successive days, and that the Act passed before 
there was time for the petitioners to present a petition against it? — I am 
informed that it is stated that a petition had been prepared against the passing 
of the Bill in 1826, and lay at the Waterford Hotel for signatures, but that it 
was stolen from thence immediately previous to the time appointed for sending 
it off, and when it was too late to prepare another petition ; and Sir J. C. Coghill, 
I am informed j adds, that he was told 100/. had been paid for stealing it. It is 
obvious, from, all the Evidence given to the Committee on the subject of this 
Act, that the grand jury of the county of Meath and myself were the only 
parties interested in the success of the measure, and consequently, that the 
imputation of theft, or the subornation of it, especiallv when so large a sum 
as 100/. is stated to have been given for the robbery, was intended to attach 
to one or other of the parties I have mentioned. For myself, I declare I never 
heard of the petition in question, nor had any knowledge of, or participation in, its 
suppression or abstraction ; and if the charge is intended to apply to me, (and 
the evanescent character of the grand jury will probably prevent it attaching 
to them,) I trust I sliall not be considered as being in any degree wanting in 
respect to this Committee if I complain of the reception and publication of so 
gross and so unfounded a calumny. I do really think that it is not simply my 
property that has been attacked, but my character, by this mode of proceeding. 
1 have no knowledge whatever of the time it occupied in the House of Lords, 
i know that the Bill was two years before the grand jury; that it was pub- 
Irshed during that period several times in their abstracts ; that during two years 
the notices ordered by the Standing Orders of the House of Commons were 
tally and amply complied with ; notices of the intended measure were posted 
on the door.s of the sessions-houses, on the doors of all the cimrehesand chapels 
along the line of the road, on the turnpike gate and in the public papers : that 
It was two several years before the House of Commons ; and that in tlie latter 

Kr arrested in its progress by the Member for tlie city of 

Liubiin, Mr. Moore, upon a communication from Dublin that the grand juries 
or me city and of the county of Dublin intended to petition Parliament against 
It. tie delayed the Bill for several days ; but finding that those bodies had it 
not in contemplation to petition on the subject, and finding that there were no 
leasonable grounds for opposing the measure, he allowed it to proceed. I believe 
It IS not customary for any agent, in prosecuting a Bill through Parliament, to 
incm any unnecessary delay m the contemplation or in the probability of a peti- 
tion being presented against it. ^ j i 

*i complain that the accusation which you have just referred to, about 
^ petition, was stated in a petition presented to the House of Com- 
pereons living along that road, and that the petition was 
containprl the House of Commons ?~No; that allegation is not 

in thp I allude to ; it was only contained, as I am informed, 

its havinfr theft, and of Mr. Purcell, as to 

befnrp ffeo n” ‘Way. I have also heard that it has been given in Evidence 

Mr Itiihhl ^^ayly, Mr Armstrong and 

a-nA carts drawing manure has invariably been i-d. 

inis 18 not correct. In no instance, since 1 have had the 



cxceDtion in fnun 7 tli & 8th of George the Fourth did not make any 
P ur of carts drawing manure ; it subjected them, in common 

with 
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with other vehicles of the like description, to atoll of Gd., as upon the Naas, 
Mullingar and other roads. For three years and a half, namely, from the 
passing of the Act in May 1827 to the 27th of December 1830 , I allowed all 
carts drawing manure to pass for a toll of 1 ; but having reason to believe 

that this indulgence was grossly abused by a fictitious covering of dung being 
given to a general loading, I raised the toll in December 1830 to Gd., at which 
rate it coritinues, being still only half the sum I am legally entitled to. I have 
also giatuitOLisly abated one-third of the toll to which carts, drays, &c. generally 
are liable, and have, by those reductions, submitted for several years to a loss 
of 700/. or 800 /. per annum. 

2456. A petition has been presented to the House, signed by the Bishop of 
Kildare, by the Reverend Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Gregory, and several other 
persons of great respectability on that line of road, which states, that the part 
of the road from Dublin to Ashbourne, between Prospect House and the 
Circular Road, is common to both the Ashbourne and Knocksedan Roads ; 
and it is enacted, that the expense of repairing .and improving the same shall be 
defrayed jointly out of the tolls of the Knocksedan Road and of the Southern 
Division of the Ashbourne Road, and tliat the control and management thereof 
shall be vested jointly in the trustees of the Knocksedan Road and of the Southern 
Division of the Ashbourne Road ; that from the passing of the said Act, that 
portion of the road has been under the sole management of Mr. Bourne, and has 
been kept in very bad repair; the footpath impassable, having holes and pools of 
stagnant water upon and adjoining the road; cabins built upon the road, and 
part of the road enclosed with a mud wall ; have you any answer to make to the 
statement in that petition ? — I have; a Board of the Commissioners of the 
Southern Division of the Ashbourne Road was summoned by one of the 
Commissioners, who obtained the signatures of four others, calling a meeting 
to make inquiry upon the subject of the complaint mentioned in this petition ; 
a meeting took place accordingly on the 22 d of February, when the Com- 
missioners, after hearing several Affidavits and Reports as to tiie state of the 
road, came to the unanimous resolution, “ That we are are of opinion that the 
“ road is in perfect order, and that the Board has been unnecessarily called 
“ together upon the subject, (signed) William L. Guinness, Chairman.*’ 

2457. Is not that the Report of the Board itself upon its own conduct r — No, 
upon my conduct. I was charged with having neglected the road ; a meeting 
was called for the purpose of investigating the charge, and it was upon the 
affidavits of Andrew M'Dermot, C. Clanchy, and others, and several of the 
commissioners of the road having gone on that part of the road for the purpose of 
inspecting it, that they came to the resolution which I have mentioned. 1 saw 
the road, and declare that I never wish to see a road upon which iny credit 
might be dependent in a better state of repair than that was. 

2458. Was that the particular part to which the petition alludes? — The 
identical part ; the Bishop of Kildare travels part of tlie road. 

2459. Who are the persons that made the affidavit you mention ? — The two 
overseers of the road. One of them, Andrew M'Derinot, says, “ I, Andrew 
“ M'Dermot, who superintended the road between the Circular Road and 
“ Prospect House, make oath on the Holy Evangelists, that I am by profession 
“ a road-maker, and have for fourteen years been constantly employed in such 

work ; that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the road above particu- 
“ larized is, and for some time past has been, in excellent condition and repair ; 
“ and that I have had instructions from my employers to keep the said road in 
“ the best possible repair ; that I have had abundant funds at my disposal for 
“ that purpose, and that I have used them to the full extent that I considered 
“ necessary.” 

2460. Was the person who made that affidavit the person employed upon that 
road? — Yes. 

2461. Does not that affidavit go to prove that he himself was a very correct 
person ? — Certainly ; it goes to prove that he did his duty in keeping the vo.id in 
a proper state of repair ; the charge was not against him, but against me ; how- 
ever, it is the same thing. 

2462. Do you conceive that the circumstance of a man making an oath in 

favour of himself is sufficient to rebut the allegation signed by the persons of the 
character of the Bishop of Kildare and the Rev. Mr. Roberts ? — 1 think there 
is a great deal of difference between the casual observation of a person travelling 
■ ^ 45 * A A 4 in 
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in his carriage on the road, and a person making deposition as to the state of 
that road from minute inspection, with a knowledge that he was to swear to its 
condition. 

246.3. What was the date of the meeting of the Board? — Twenty-second of 
rebruary. 

2464. Is that part of the road to which the petition signed by the Bisliop of 

Kildare refers, part of the Ashbourne Road, of which you are lessee? It is not 

part of the road of which I am lessee •, but by the 56th of George the Third (he 
Trusts of tiie two roads are made chargeable for the repair of this road, in the 
proportion of three-fifths of the Ashbourne and two-fifths of the Knocksedan- 
and it was by that Act determined that the management of the road was to be 
invested in me ; and on the passing of the Act of the 7th of George the Fourth 
that part of the 56th was i-epealed, and it was optional then with the Knocksedan 
.directors to resume the management of the road; they left it to me without 
any manner of complaint. Mr. Manders, who is the chief manager of the 
Knocksedan Road, travels it, I believe, daily; I have seen him frequently 
I never had the slightest notice from him that it was in any manner defective ’ 

2465. The directors under the 56th of George the Third, or the Curraglia 

Trust, were obliged to keep the footpaths in repair up to Finglass ; it has been 
stated in evidence, that siniie the passing of the new Act, or Ashbourne Act 
which superseded the 56th of George the Third, tliey became liable to all the 
obligations of the 56th, tliat the footpaths have not been repaired but are 
covered with mud scraped off the j oad ?— There was no such obligation imposed 
by the 56th of the King upon the trustees of the road, and I believe they never 
did repair the footpath. ^ 

2466. Under the 56th of George the Third the grand jury occasionally 
advanced money to keep the footpaths in repair ; have they not refused to do 

so now in consequence of the high toll levied by you under the new Act ^ 

I never heard any objection to that effect ; the building bridges, and makino-' or 
repairing footpaths on any turnpike road in Ireland, are not considered as 
chargeable to the Trust, but are defrayed by grand jury presentments ; occa- 
sional repairs have, however, been made on the Ashbourne Road, and more, 
probably, would have been done, had not Mr. Bayly and others undertaken to 
procure presentments for the purpose. 

2467. Is it true that the footpaths are in the state described bv persons who 
have given evidence here?-In part; at the cut-down hill at Finglass they are 
certainly very deficient ; and if it was my duty to amend it, I should have been 

it m not having them in better order. 

2468. By the 7th & 8th of the Ashbourne Act, there is the power of enabling 

the trustees to appoint ten other trustees, without giving any notice to the 
lubhc ; has that been put m practice ?-Therc was such power given by the 
dd Section of the Act, with a view to restore to the list of trustees certain noble- 
IhPv 7 - expunged by the Chairman of the House of Lords, 

Pom as Peers of Parliament, to be nominated by the House of 

Commons to tlie Trust in question. ^ 

commence under the 7th & 8th of George 
Aslibourne ^ lospect House, and it terminates at the principal inn in 

thost^°w k complained of by the Bishop of Kildare between 

oflh'l'rs gives Unlimited power for the appointment of 

ZJiZWl '■<»■ ‘I''’ ‘cpai'- of tl'c road, after 

tWnk t "f’ ■cquiicd to make up the balance; 

at tire t imTu, IrnP®’' ‘‘‘o ^ctl^I cannit say ; it was, 

hradenuite was obtained, considered that the tolls would be quite 

the ff?and iiirv rv of keeping the road in repair, and therefore it was that 

very^coimnoii^n ."“Powered to afford assistance in aid of the tolls, which is 
are clauses to the same effect!” ^ Curragha and other roads, there 

t’le passing of the 7th and 8th of 
I believe not. ^ ^cation has been made to tlie grand jury for assistance ?— 

4/3 Can you state whether the trustees of the Northern Division exact now 

the 
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the tolls reserved in the Schedule of the Act, or whether they have lowered Fr,cderick Boume, 
those tolls ?— I understand they have lowered those tolls, but I cannot speak ^*‘5- 
positively to that. ^ — 

2474. Then the Committee must infer that the tolls are more than sufficient ^ iSaJ.*’ 
to keep that road in proper repair ? — I understand they are competent to the 

purpose, and that they anticipate making some further improvements, as cutting 
down hills, &c. 

2475. On reference to the 63 d section of the Act, it appears that if the 
trustees enter a quarry, the owner is prohibited from selling stones to other 
persons while the quarry is occupied by the trustees, on the penalty of 5/. 
if the owner sell stone within six weeks of the time when it is used by the 
trustees ; do you conceive that to be the meaning of that section ? — I do not ; 

1 have never understood, in any quarry that I have been connected with, that 
there was any such power. 

2470. Will you look to the Act, and tell the Committee what you think on 
that subject ? — Tile trustees cannot enter any ground without previously making 
compensation for it, either by rent or purchase of the quarry and its contents, 
which quarry therefore becomes the property of the trustees ; and I do consider 
that any person going for the purpose of taking stones under those circumstances 
would be liable to a penalty for doing so. 

• 2477. What do you understand by purchasing a quarry? — Paying for the surface 
damage. In several of the Road Acts, the 36th of the King, the 45th, and others, 
it is sufficiently intimated what is meant by quarry leave, which is damage for the 
surface broken for the quarry, and the damage done by the car-way leading to it. 

2478. Do you conceive that you would be entitled to go into a quarry which 
was in full work for the sake of procuring stones, and take possession of that quarry 
on paying a trifling damage, and prevent the owner of that quarry from selling 
stones to the Public while it was in nse of the road? — Certainly not; if I went 
into the quarry in that way, I should be liable to an action for doing it ; as 
1 understand, a case of this kind has been tried at Swords, and damages to a con- 
siderable amount have been awarded against the trustees of the road who have 
been guilty of the trespass, 

2479. know whether those damages were paid out of the funds of the 
road, or out of the pockets of the individuals who directed the trespass? — Out of 
the funds of the road. In one case, not long past, I had been working a quarry, 
and had paid an annual rent for it; the lease expired, and it was necessary therefore 
to make a new contract with the landlord; it was on Sir Simon Bradstreat’s estate; 
he accompanied his new tenant to me for the purpose of making an arrangement, 
and it was settled that I should give him 20/. for permission to continue to work 
the quarry that had been in use for some years; I paid the 20/. in Sir Simon 
Bradstreat’s presence; but a very short time afterwards he evicted the tenant, and 
I was turned out of the possession of the quarry. 

2480. Can you state what is usually the rent paid for surface damage, when 
quarries are taken by Turnpike Trusts? — In the instances where I have been con- 
cerned in some recent valuations, where I know that 25 s. is paid for the ground, 
it is valued to me at the rate of 5/. per acre. 

2481. Do you know how they compute the amount of damage? — In the recent 
case that I have mentioned, there are so many perches of ground taken at a given 
rate per acre ; and in this case seven years’ purchase of such valuation was given 
for the ground. 

2482. At what rate were those perches of ground valued; were thqy valued at 
the rate at which the individual paid for the land? — No; in this case 1 under- 
stand the individual paid 25J. anacre; and the valuation was given at 5/., and 
seven years’ purchase. 

2483. Are there any other allegations which you have heard to have been made 
against you before this Committee, or in petitions that have been presented to this 
House, to which you wish to offer any answer? — Yes; it is stated that I have 
availed myself of the privilege the law gives me, to enter land to procure materials 
for the road ; and I have heard that the Witness stated, there were instances within 
his knowledge where I had refused to make compensation to the occupier for the 
damage thereby done to him. The law which gives the privilege in question, directs 
that ample compensation shall be made for the loss or damage the landholder may 
sustain in consequence, and has provided the party injured with the most easy and 
effectual remedy; should compensation be withheld for ten days after it had been 

• G45. B B demanded, 
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y, — ...V, to, cue ojiii aeccion or me authorized 
and required to issue a warrant to levy the amount by the sale of the ffoods and 
chattels of the offender. Id the case that has been mentioned before this Com- 
mittee, 35 perches in the angle of a field were required for a quarry, and 6/, 2^ dy 

being at the rate of 4I. per acre (I believe more than double the occupier’s rentj at 
seven years purchase, were awarded as the value, and tendered to the tenant but 
refused by him as insufBoient. The quarry being of a bad quality, was worked for 
a short time only, and the surface of a large portion of the 35 perches remains 
unbroken; the landlord never made any demand, nor suggested a re-suvyev or 
re-valuation ; but some adjacent ground of superior quality having been subsequentiv 
valued at 5!. an acre for a gravel pit, it was proposed to pay for the quarry at the 
same rate, but this also was refused. In another instance, a tenant has declined 
receiving the compensation awarded to him, and which he knows will be paid on 
demand, it not being ascertained whether he or his landlord is to receive the 
amount. But with these exceptions, there is not an instance along the entire line 
where compensation has not been promptly made, and generally at extravagant 
rates, the valuators in all cases being landholders of the neighbourhood ® 
nr'* q^^rry and not finding the stone goodi are you 

Miged by the Act to fill up that quarry again and place a surface ofLrth on 1 
No, in the case of Finglass, I opened a quarry, and paid and was paying a rent. 
We were disappointed in the stone, and were obliged to open another place in the 
neighbourhood, where stone of better quality, but still indifferent, was found 

2485. Wdl you state to the Committee how you became lessee of the Curragha 

whh th* ri? 0 ", Ashbourne Act?-lt is the same road 

rfhminrf *'“* *’“= Road Act extended only seven miles to 

bourne ^ extends to the village of Ash- 

2486. How did you get the lease of that part of the Curragha Road?— I detailed 

2487. Have you any further information to give with respect to the Southern 

Division of the Ashbourne Road ;-I was questioned onSaturChow the 

of an application to the Lord Chancellor were to be defrayed, ^should the smte of 
the road, or an infraction by the lessee of any of his engagLratrmakrsuc . nro 

the road should tlie Tord * e payment of such costs out of the revenues of 
folded,’ Caancellor consider the complaint so made to be well 

it o\tes «!fm“ tface:;l^';ryr tyr-nir 

NoTa”t ti,eh'’“"“"™ t ti e LcrGhlcelior”- 

of thi road Se theTlet .0 L 

there could not have hppn^a I ®tiy such power; consequently, 

of Geo?rthe FonAh d^rnot dpo The 7 * & 8th 

the 56th of the preceding reio-n hnl trustees of any right or power conferred by 
conditions. It^as been" stated “‘*5™hrmed all its stipulations and 

56th of George the Third ter’ * i *e trustees of the road, as constituted by the, 

ihe Fourth. ®The ci« „ 7* & 8th of Ge^ 

already detailed but to ihp ph ^ \*eh the latter Act originated have been, 

trustees with wtiom I oripinplf?^ question it is to be replied, that several of the 
Trust, werreonerrent n® he ^ “«”g ”'*”hers of the 

them met the solicitor of the MeTr f”’’ “hiainmg the new Act. Three or fourof 
the several provisions of thp Rill ^ \ ’’and Jury in Dublin, to discuss and arrange 
pany a deputation from the Mp ’ih'r those trustees was appointed to accom-, 

IrelLd, fo\ol cX M'-' Goulburn, then Secretary for 

I understand t facilitating its enactment. ^ 

eeii given m; Evidence, that when the tolls of the rqqd were , 

assigned 
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assigned to me, they were charged with rents of ground taken by the trustees for 
widening the road to the amount of about loo/. per annum. It has been said, that 
for a few years a small portion of those rents were paid ; but that payment has 
been in most instances refused, and, notwithstanding the institution of two suits 
against me, that most of the other people have never received any rent at all for 
the ground. The facts of the case are widely at variance with this representation 
of it. When the trustees of the Curragha Road undertook the making of a new 
line of road from the village of Finglass to the bounds of the county of Meath, 
they entered into engagements with the occupiers of the land over which the road 
was to pass, to pay specific rents for the ground so to be taken, during the con- 
tinuance of the several leases. The directors of the road having in a Report to the 
trustee, dated the 8th of October 1810, stated, “That they had considered it more 

advisable to pay annual rents during tbe continuance of the leases, than to pur- 
“ chase the occupier’s interest in the land, as several of the leases were fof short 
“ terms,” the rents thus conditioned were regularly paid, and such of them as 
are sustained by existing leases are discharged the moment they are applied for. 
Amongst those which fell in, either from the expiration of the period of demise, by 
ejectment, or otherwise, was the case referred to of a man of the name of M'Mahon. 
Mr. Shew had purchased the reversionary interest in Mr. M‘Mahon’s farm, and 
becoming possessed of it, claimed a continuance of the road rent during the ex- 
tended period for which he had purchased such reversionary interest ; but the claim 
was successfully resisted under the advice of the then Attorney-General, the present 
Attorney-General, and of an eminent King’s counsel, Mr. Bennett. • Of Mr. 
Bayly’s suit I have not any recollection. 

I have heard that Mr. Bayly likewise stated that he gratuitously gave to the 
road a great deal of ground. I hold in my hand the rent roll, as furnished to me 
by the trustees, as well of the rents payable, as of the several plots of ground 
which Ijad been gratuitously given for tbe use of tbe road. Mr. Bayly is not 
mentioned amongst the latter as having given gratuitously a great deal of ground, 
either Ut -Finglass, the sixth milestone, or anywhere else. Those are the two 
places where he stated he had given ground ; but I find him in the list amongst 
the claimants of rent at Finglass for so trivial a sum as 45. <^d. per annum, and 
through his tenant, at the sixth milestone, for 3/. 135. ^d. per annum; and this 
latter rent was paid till a few years since, when the lease expired. 

The same gentleman, I understand, says he had heard that it was my inten- 
tion to erect weighing machines on the road, the operation of which would be 
destructive to the agricultural interests of Finglass. When Lord Shaftesbury, as 
Chairman to the Committee of the House of Lords, objected to a clause sub- 
jecting steam or rather locomotive carriages to toll, it was considered that the 
establishment of weighing machines, as authorized in most of the English Turnpike 
Acts, would subject such vehicles to some degree of payment, and it was accord- 
ingly adopted in reference to them; but I never expressed or entertained an 
intention to apply weighing machines to the ordinary intercourse of the road, 
neither did I ever say or do anything which could, even by the most forced 
construction, justify the assertion that I have alluded to. I have also heard that 
it has been stated by Mr. Bayly, that the water lay on the road for two days to' 
Such a height as to have wet his saddle-skirts. I never heard of such a fact, nor 
do I believe that it ever occurred. 

I understand Mr. Stubbs has stated to this Committee, that it is well known in 
the country that the trustees of the Ashbourne Road travel on that road free of 
toll; that they exempt themselves, and that all named in the Act are privileged 
to pass free ; there is not one particle of truth in the assertion, that any person 
whatever has the freedom of the gate in consequence of his being a trustee of the 
road. When the tolls were assigned to me, I did myself the pleasure to' make 
a trivial expression of respect and good wishes, in giving exemption for toll to 
seven or eight friends ; but I believe not one of them was at the time trustee of 
the road. Two or three of them subsequently became trustees, and it cannot be 
contended that they should lose tbe privilege in consequence of such appointment. 
A similar insinuation has been directed against the grand jury of Meath for having 
assisted, as the Witness is reported to nave said, in procuring for me a sum of 
money by presentment ; to this I give the most unqualified contradiction. 

I have been asked whether the Ashbourne Road can be put in competition with 
the Holyhead Road, and in reply have to observe, that it has been within a few 
years only that the Holyhead Road has attained its present excellent state, and for 
■ 645. B B 2 which 
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frederick Bourne, which it has been indebted to the public purse, at an expense beyond all ordinary 
Esq, .means, and perhaps it is not fair to test the Ashbourne Road by such a standard • 

but I appeal to the trustees who made the assignment of the road to me, whether it 

is not in as good, or in a better state than they contemplated, and I refer with 
confidence to professional engineers, whether it is not amongst the best roads in 
Ireland. 

It has been stated, that the late Act materially increased the tolls ; a comparison 
of the Schedule of that Act, with the Schedule of the preceding Act, will show the 
fallacy of the charge ; and I will take the liberty of delivering in the Abstracts fmm 
the two Schedules to which I allude. 

[The Witness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows:] 

By the Act 56 Geo. 3, the following Tolls were By the Act 7 & 8 Geo. 4 th/> 
amhorizeci to be collected at two Gates between following 'I’olls were appointed to bp 
House and the bounds of the county collected at one Gate, between Prosnivf 
of Meath, a distance of less than Englisfi House and the town of Ashbourne a 

di.stance of nearly 12 English miles,’ 



Richard Bourne, 
Esq. 



Coach with 6 horaes - - - 

Ditto - - 4 ditto - 
Ditto - - 2 ditto - 
Gigs, &c. - 1 ditto - - - 

Carts, &c. under 3 inches tire 
Ditto with tires above 3 inches 
Saddle-horses - - _ . 

Oxen, &c. per score - - - 

Sheep, pigs, calves - _ _ 

Irish Currency 

Equal to British ditto - 



Irish 

Currency. 
5. d. 

5 5 
3 3 



“ .6 

- 3 

- 2 

3 4 



British 

Currency. 



6 

6 

4 

1 i 



18 4 10 n i 

16 n * 

5 

* Toll established in i8i6. 
t Ditto - - ditto - - 1827. 

t Retiuclion by lalier Act, being at the rate of 33 per cent. 

Dublin ^ that the cattle drivers coming to the 

in preLreeto^ which is under the j 6 th of George III. 

conceive an vrhffbren f 7 * & 8 th of George IV.P -1 cannot 

I never heard anvthin^*^ is so ?— I do riot know that such is tlie'case; 

point • there hnJ * would govern me in making an opinion upon that 

different thine-s na<;<<;nrv estimate of the number of cattle or sheep, or 

data bv whie!h tifind ^ ^ 

under the 56th George m thl a? p^. 

montpoW^^^^^^ ^ of George IV. any more decided' 

I havelV aS I thi^ 56th of George III. ?- 

the Act of 'the vth A- RfK materially better off in every respect if 

of Melth had cllfroVf 'T- passed, provided the county 

before. ° repair the road by presentment, as they had done 

Richard Bourne, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

^ i- 

49!' Have von not ^^ars past?-I have. 

AU. ArevoueoS cteL®°“ roadr-Not at present, 

on that road ? Not at all ^ Partnership with the gentleman who now has coaches 



' P^ys the ordinary toll. 



2498. Do 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) 183 



2498. Do you know whether he has compounded for any given sum ? — No; 
I believe he has not. 

2499. Is he a trustee of the road? — He is. 

2500. Is he contractor on the road? — He is. 

2501 . Do you know the rate per mile which he receives from the trustees for the 
repair of that road ? — He receives 2 ^d. per perch, or J,554/. per annum, for about 
■38 miles Irish. 

2502. Are you acquainted with that part of the road that goes on from Mullingar 
to the bounds of the county of Westmeath? — Not latterly ; I formerly was ; but 
I have not been upon it lately. 

2503. Is that road a turnpike road? — No. 

2.504. Do you know the amount per perch (Irish) allowed by the county of West- 
meath for the repair of that road ? — I do not know. 

2.505. Do you know whether it is only 1 s. per perch ? — I do not know ; I know 
that formerly it was only i about nine years ago, when I was supervisor of that 
rokd. 

2506. Did you find that when the road was repaired at 1 5.- a perch from Mul- 
lingar to the bounds of Westmeath, it was kept in equally good repair as that from 
Mullingar to Kinnegad, where there are turnpikes r — I do not think it was. 

• 2507. Was it a good road for a coach to travel on ? — Very tolerable. 

2508. Do you conceive that there was a difference in the state of repair between 
the road on which is. 6d'. a perch was paid, and the road on. which only.i s. was 
•paid ? — The road for which is. &d. is now paid is in better order than that for 
which 1 s. was paid. 

2509. Have sums of money been advanced by Government for the purposes of 
the repair of the road between Dublin and Mullingar? — For making new roads 
there have. 

2510. Has that money so advanced ever been repaid to Government? — Part of 
it has ; a sum has been appropriated for that purpose. 

251 1 . Is there any money now due to Government on the Mullingar Trust? — 
I believe there is, but the Returns will show that more particularly ; I do not know 
that exactly. 

2512. Can you give to the Committee any information as to the nature of the 
duties of the different officers mentioned in the Return made by that Trust ; there 
is William Sullivan, the registrar, who receives 46/. 3^. 1 a year ; what are his 
duties? — He takes down all the proceedings at the Board of the Commissioners 
when they meet, and calls a meeting of the Commissioners ; when any three Com- 
missioners require a meeting, he issues the notices and appoints the day of 
meeting. 

2513. What are the duties of the treasurer, who receives 92 1 . 6 s. id. ayear? — 
He receives all monies paid by the toll-collector, and pays the debentures and keeps 
the accounts of the concern. 

2514. James Cook, a surveyor, 36 /. 18s. 5 ; what are the duties of the sur- 

veyor? — When an improvement is considered necessary, he is desired to report 
his opinion upon it, and to give estimates and plans upon such proposed improve- 
ment. 

2515. Is he supposed to be a check over the contractor to see that the road is 
kept by him in a proper state of repair ? — Yes, T should suppose so. 

2516. But it appears by this Return, that the contractor is a trustee; it would 
appear therefore strange that the servant of the trustee should also have the power 
to check the trustee? — That trustee is a contractor for the mail-coach^ upon that 
road, and for other coaches, and the Commissioners imagined that they could not 
so well serve the public as by embarking him in the interests of the public ; in that 
way that he was more interested in having a good road than any other person could 
be ; and they conceived that it was the best disposition they could make to contract 
with him for keeping the road in order. 

2517. Are you aware that in giving the contracts on that road it is the habit of 
the trustees to advertize for the contractor on the lowest bidding ?■ — I do not remem- 
ber; I was on the Continent when that contract took place. 

2518. Do you know whether a security is desired from the contractor, under 

certain terms imposed upon him at the time of making the contract, as to the state 
the roads shall be kept in ? — I understand there was. ' 

2519. Do you know that part of the road from Dublin to Chapelizod — 
I do. 

645. B B 3 2520. Do 
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2520. Do you conceive that road to be in a safe state for so great an intercourse’ 
- — It is rather narrow, but the road is in very good order. 

^ 2.521. Is there sufficient protection for travellers from dangerous precipices ?— 
No; the fences are not such as would resist either a heavy waggon or a heavy coach 

25 22. Have you heard any instance of a coach falling overdiat fence and incur 
ring great danger ?— I have heard that such a circumstance did occur. 

2,523. Do you know whether the fence has been put in a safe state of repair 
since that accident occurred ? — It has been repaired, but not sufficiently to render it 
perfectly safe ; there is a great deal of that road, in different places all along the 
line, that I conceive is not safe. ” 

2524. Do you know whether at any time within your knowledge of the road it 
-was.the habit of the trustees to compound with the person who ran the coaches for 
a given sum, allowing him to put on the road as many coaches as he pleased for 
•that sum ? — I believe such is not the practice ; while I was coach proprietor on that 
road it never did exist. I paid the same, precisely, for my coaches that any othfer 
coach travelling the road, drawn by the same number of horses, was liable to. ’ 

2525* Are you aware how the debt of 15,000 A was incurred upon that road ? 

There were original debentures, of which I know nothing, long before the nroceed. 
mgs in Mr. Anderson’s and Mr. Webb’s time. 

2526. Were Mr. Anderson and Mr. Webb the two lessees on that road ’ Thpv 

were. ^ 

2527. Are you aware that they were bound to band over any sum to the trustees 
when they gave up the road ? — They were not bound to hand any sum of money to 
the trustees. 

William Taylor, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

2528. WHERE do you reside? — In Dublin 

?■ *>>« fr™ Dublin to Kilcullen Green, and 

1 f Its management ?— I have resided in Dublin since 

Tavinr “''‘“‘"“/’by *e death of my uncle, the late Major Alexander 

T hale’h * •“"* pnynble'^ on that road, 

IXs “dnn'nted mth the nature and hlLry of that Trust, as 
wh IrT management of and the prohts arising from it; also, the legal title under 

und:f the"5S.h oralgeft^liMrXTe^^^^^ 

ble^St tbis Dahlin and Kilcullen Act you derived considera- 

L^efundet t T ““““ *0 Committee the circum- 

eood was effoTre? f «ere originaliy given to you. and what public 

f-Lior T considerutionf-Inthe year ,793; my uncle, the late 

at that time* the i ‘‘““'y engineer), was in Ireland on military service; 

Sraniment withX “T bad made an 

leaS fron NaV f for the purpose of keeping in repair the road 

effecZllv ?o cmvL tl fo ““ble them more expeditiously and 

tractors in oonio 3 ^ from Dublin to Limerick, for which they 

Road ^/in^^^ "a Tay'®- At that time the Limerick 

made at the rate of fn ®“™“'y Passable, so that the contract for speed was 

kno vvn mv , “ P,“ ’ Anderson, who had previously 

the former who was applied for and engaged the professional assistance of 

IntsTcJon thri A ^fonnt in Scotland, to effect'the necessary improve- 
my father Cantain purpose an agreement was entered into, that 

made with the Govemm''^f uylor, should participate in the contracts previously 
partners „ die ^rk f Baylor became 

Taylor; and con, rr ‘hl^ ’ “““g“““nt of it being placed under Captain 

Clare . (the then Than ll having been effected, the attention of Lord 

party, w^s attracted by the ;xertions of the Com- 

take the manao-ement nf j-u and Mr. Anderson to under- 

whichimproye^^^^^^^ to Naas and Kilcullen, on 

between Dublin andTimii ■ Perfect the communication 

important, as corineetinrairl' I V “/ ’’“'“S 

Aftar examinirig.the stafe of the fro® Dublin to the South of Ireland, 

derable sum offfioney would L r..n! Rpad, my fatherffouijd- that a very consi- 
. [ ^ put tt in proper repair, particularly as the 

. gross 
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gross receipt of tolls from that section of road was at that time only 2,300! a year ff'illiam Taylor, 
from which was to be deducted 800!. per annum, the interest then paid on the 

amount 01 the debts created under the then existing and prior Trusts ; so that the ) 

piall sum of 1 ,500 1. per annum was the only fund for executing the contemplated ' \oT‘ 

improvements. It was also intimated to him, tliat the Governnhent could not give ' 

any pecuniary aid. Under these circumstances, my father and uncle told Lord Clare 

that they would not contract for the improvement of this road, unless the tolls coL 

lected thereon were vested in them for a period of 50 years, and also that the 

term tor which the Limerick Road was vested in its contractors should be extended 

from 30 to 50 years, so that the Limerick and the Kilcullen Road Acts should 

expire at the same time. These terms were acceded to by the Government, and 

the Kilcull^ Act, 38 Geo. III., c. 83, was passed, vesting the tolls in the said John 

Anderson, George Taylor and Alexander Taylor; and at the end of said Act a clause 

was introduced, giving the additional 20 years to the Limerick Act. It was also 

agreed that a part of the debt then due on the Kilcullen Road, amounting to 

4,500s should be paid off by tlie contractors, and the balance of debt, 9,000 !., 

should remain a perpetual lien on the tolls, bearing interest at 5 per cent., which 

interest was also to be paid by the contractors. Those are the circumstances under 

which we became proprietors. 

2531. What was the nature of the original contract that Mr. Taylor was called 
on to assist Mr. Anderson to carry into effect?— The repair of the road between 
Naas and Limerick, the tolls of which were vested in Mr. Anderson and Mr. 

Bourne for a period of 30 years. 

2532. The question alludes to a former part of your answer, where you state 
that Mr. Anderson applied for and engaged the professional assistance of your 
father to effect the necessary improvements ?— .In 1793, Mr. Anderson and 
Mr. Bourne entered into a contract with the Government for keeping the road in 
repair leading from Naas to Limerick. The management of that road, at the com- 
mencement of the contract, was given to Mr. William Bourne, who was not a 
professional person, and under whose direction there was a debt incurred in the' 
management of the road; my father was an engineer, and was in Scotland at the 
time, and had been engaged in works there; and Mr. Anderson knowing his 
abilities, sent for him, and asked him whether he would take charge of this road if* 
he had a sliare in the contract. 

2533. Was there no contract at that time for the road between Dublin and 
Kilcullen? — None. 

2534. Do you know how that road vvas repaired? — Under an Act of Parliament, 
in which certain trustees were named, and under whose management a debt of 
about 15,000/. was incurred. 

2535. When the Kilcullen Act was passed, it was under certain conditions to 
be complied with, for a term of 50 years? — Yes. 

' 2536. What terms were imposed on the lessees of the Limerick Road, for the 
additional term of 20 years, which was given to them in the Kilcullen Act? — There 
were no additional terms imposed upon the contractors of the road from Naas to 
Limerick ; but the said contractors, Mr. Anderson, my father and my uncle, being 
the contractors for the Limerick Road, and in the treaty with Government to 
become contractors for the road from Dublin to Kilcullen, they got an extension 
of time, with a view of enabling them more effectually to complete the improve- 
ments on the Naas Road. 

2,537- that Act, which gave you the tolls for 50 years, you are obliged to 
comply with several conditions, but it appears from your statement, that when the 
extension of 20 years was given to the lessees of the Limerick Road, they were not 
required to make improvements in proportion to what you were required to do for, 
the term of 50 years, for which you originally got the I'ease of the road from Naas 
to Kilcullen? — In the new agreement, the same persons became contractors for the 
whole line, and perceiving that they had made, what up to that period seemed 
a bad bargain for the Limerick Road, were desirous of getting more favourable 
terras on the Naas Road, which favourable terms were the further extension of time . 
on the Limerick Road. I stated in a former part of my Evidence, that there was 
a loss sustained by the contractors, from 1793, when the Limerick Road Act was 
passed, to 1797, when they got the Kilcullen Road. I do not mean to say by that, 
that they borrowed any money on the tolls, but that they had expended of their ' 
own private monies some thousand pounds more than they received from the tolls. ^ 

' 2538. They had 'then failed in their speculation, and in order to make their 
^45- B B 4 speculation 
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speculation a good one, the public were obliged to give them an additional advan- 
tage of 20 years ? — I do not say that it was eventually a bad speculation, but up to 
that period it was not a profitable one. 

2539. And to make up for their bad speculation, the public were obliged to 
extend the term for 20 years? — Not to make up for the thing, but in the treaty 
they were fhen in with Government they would not undertake the Naas contract 
unless they got an extension of time on the Limerick contract. 

3540. Then it was to induce them to take the contract for 50 years on the Naas 

Road, that the extension of 20 years was given on the Limerick Road? 

Certainly, 

2541. It has been stated in evidence before this Committee, that the conditions 
on which Mr. Taylor obtained the lease of 50 years on the road from Kilcullen 
to Dublin have not been complied with; can you give any answer to that allega- 
tion ? — The improvements contemplated at the time the agreement was entered 
into, are specified in the Act, and as I have already mentioned that 2,300/. was 
the revenue of the road at that time, and that there were but three coaches travel- 
ling on it, it was not reasonable to suppose that these improvements could have 
been effected without some assistance in a pecuniary manner, and accordingly two 
additional pay-gates were permitted to be erected for the purpose of effecting these 
improvements. These pay-gates never produced a single 6 d. for that purpose. 
They were thrown down by the people, and after various attempts on the part of 
the contractors to enforce the collection of the tolls, they were obliged to abandon 
them. It was then understood between the contractors and the trustees, that the 
improvements specified in the Act could not be effected to the extent originally 
intended. They were not, however, totally abandoned, as improvements at the 
various places intended were effected, without the assistance of the tolls to be col- 
lected by the additional pay-gates. 



2542. Will you state to the Committee the terms which were imposed upon you 
under the 38th of George 111., the penalty reserved in that Act to enforce the 
compliance with them, and how far those terms have been complied with by you? 

l lie penalty on the non-fulfilment of our agreement was 20,000/., to be levied 
on the contractors by an application to the Chancellor from the commissioners or 
^1 ^ hnve heard that it has been stated in some of the Evidence given before 

1 11s Committee, that there was a difficulty in enforcing this penalty, in consequence 
ot the expense which it was supposed would attend an application to the Lord 
Chancel or. This, however, is not the case, as it will appear by referring to the 
Clause, that nothing more is necessary than to present a petition to the Chancellor, 
who may immediately proceed to levy the penalty, if he sees just cause so to do. 
It says in the 70th Clause, “ That whereas the said John Anderson, George Taylor 
and Alexander Taylor, have, by a covenant dated the 19th of June 1798, boimd 
themselves, each and every of them, and the heirs and executors and admini- 
strators ot each and every of them, in the pecuniary sum of.20,000 conditioned 
m t le repair of the said road, and keeping it in repair for the said space of 50 
yea.s, and to make and construct the several improvements and works herein 
men lone tor the convenience of the public; and in consideration of the said 
tolls, power and authorities hereby granted to them, be it enacted, That after the 
expiration ot fave years from the passing of this Act, if it shall, upon petition in 
a summary manner, appear to the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper, or Lords 
Commissioners for the custody of the Great Seal for the time being, that any 
part ol the said road from the city of Dublin to Kilcullen Bridge, the 21st mile- 
stone westward of said bridge, is not in complete repair, it shall be lawful for the 
Chancellor or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners, to levy the said 
penalty ot 20,000 /. upon the said John Anderson, the said George Taylor and 
na sequester the tolls of said road, and by such persons 

c*. . Chancellor or Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners, shall think 

rn«^ ® 20,000/. and said tolls to the repair of the said 

That' rlnnc ' T li Complete orrler and repair.” 

lhat clause, I think, authorizes any person to apply. 

triiaSla'.lf Return made to this Committee, that there are no 

Chmrplinr? trustees, how could this penalty be applied for to the Lord 

niissionpra • ty} know, whether they should be called trustees or com- 

and pxnpnf?;i.i.-o^ not appointed trustees with the view of having the receipt' 
^ tfie.money, |)ecau,se we, the contractors, are the persons in whom 

. . that 
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that is vested ; but there are commissioner.s named in the Act, whose duty it is to 
see that we fulfil our contract, entered into between us and the Government. 

2544. Are those commissioners in existence? — Yes, the commission is, though 
many of the commissioners have, of course, died off since 1798 ; the exact number 
I cannot say. 

2545. Did the trustees at any period after the expiration of the five years express 
themselves satisfied with the state of the road ? — They did ; and as a proof that thev 
considered that we had performed our agreement with the Government, they returned 
to us the bond in which the penalty of 20,000 /. was specified, and which is now in 
the hands of the contractors. 

2546. So that, in point of fact, at present the public have no remedy for the 
recovery of that 20,000/. ?— I do not conceive that at all ; I merely mention this 
circumstance to show that the commissioners considered we had performed the 
conditions of our agreement. Under the authority of the Act of Parliament I should 
consider that they might apply for it. 

2547. If it was under the Act of Parliament, where was the necessity of the 
contractors giving a bond ? — That I am not competent to say ; that is a legal point. 

2548. The conditions imposed by the Act are various and numerous, but among 
other things it states the different breadths the road was to be made in different 
parts ; it requires the building of certain bridgesandsupporting walls ; it requires the 
completion of different bridges in different parts of the road ; it requires the road to 
be straightened, hills to be lowered, the road to be properly fenced, and various 
other conditions? — The first section that imposes a specific improvement on the 
contractors is the 38th, and is as follows: “ And in order* to the improvement of 
“ the said road, be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That the said road shall be 

widened by the said John Anderson, George Taylor and Alexander Taylor, their 
“ executor.s,” and so forth, “ to the breadth of sixty feet from the Circular Road, 
“ the city of Dublin, to the place called Red Cow Gate ; save only between the 
“ two points where the new road intended to be made through the lands adjacent 
“ to the Red Lion and Blue Bell inns or houses shall join the present road ; and to 
“ the breadth of fifty feet from the said Red Cow Gate to the intersection of the 
“ Limerick Road in the town of Naas; and to the breadth of forty feet from the 
“ said last-mentioned place to Kilcullen Bridge, and to the 21 milestone w’estward 
“ of the saidbridge ; and thatateverybridge on the said road notnow widened to the 
“ breadth of the road where such bridge is situate, save and except Kilcullen Bridge, 
“ shall be widened tn the full improved breadth of the said road where such bridge 
“ stands, so that the battlements thereof may range with the fences of the said road. 
“ And for the further support of the said road, and for the safety of travellers, he it 
“ enacted, by the authority aforesaid, 'J'hat the said John Anderson, George Taylor 
“ and Alexander Taylor, and the executors, &c. shall each of them build or cause 
“ to be built supporting walls of stone and mortar at the following places ; that 
“ is to say, in the river, at Port Leicester Mill, bridges; at Bolcer Philip, at 
“ Kilwarden Thonevoe, and at the quarry-holes and other holes on the sides of 
“ the said road where the same shall be necessary for the support of the said 
“ road, or safety or defence of passengers; ail such walls having sufficient battle- 
“ ments erected above the level of the said road, for the purposes aforesaid. 
“ And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid. That the said John Anderson, 
“ George Taylor, and Alexander Taylor, and the executors or administrators of 
“ each or every of them, shall build or cause to be built a new bridge, with suffi- 
“ cient battlements above the level of the said bridge, at the Ford in Johnstown ; 
“ and shall also complete the bridge at the east end of the town of Naas, so a& 
“ the southern battlements thereof shall range in a line from the corner of the 
“ house now inhabited by Cartel, to the door of the house known h.v the name 
“ of Fannin s Mill ; and also to straighten the road behind the house opposite to 
“ the road at Killishee, called the Blue Bell ; and also to straighten the road 
“ through the lands of Blackchurch, Kilwarden and J 31 ack Hill; and also to 
“ repair and widen, or cause to be repaired and widened, the turn of Tipper 
“ Road, at the east end of the town of Naas, in the manner laid out by the 
“ present directors. And the better (clause 41) to enable the said John Anderson, 

George Taylor and Alexander Taylor to carry on and complete the said works, 
“ be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for them, the said John Anderson, George 
“ Taylor and Alexander Taylor, and the executors and administrators of each 
645. cc “ and 
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and every of them, they being thereunto previously authorized by the said 
commissioners, or any three of them, under their hands and seals, to erect an 
■■ additional pay-gate on any part of the said road that the said commissioners 
“ shall appoint, in manner aforesaid, between Blackcharch Bridge and the citv 
“ of Dublin ; and to demand and take at such additional gate the same tolls that 

0 they are thereby authorized to take in any division of the said road ; and no 

“ person paying any toll thereat shall be entitled to pass free of toll with anv car 
“ riage or beast by this Act made liable to the toll for or on account of his havinn 
“ paid at such additional gate.” ° 

2549. Do you conceive it reasonable, admitting, for the sake of argument 
that the terms imposed by the Act of Parliament under which you claim title have 
been fulfilled, that you, and those with whom you are concerned, should receive 
so large a profit as 2,554 2 s. 7 i d. after the necessary expenditure on the road ? 
— Before I answer this question, I wish to state, that the improvements specified 
and beginning at clause 38, were contingent on and depending upon our receiving 
from this additional tollgate a sum equal to 1,3807, and that if such money was 
not raised, it was not contemplated or intended that We should make them, 

1 mean to state distinctly, however, that the greater number, and indeed almost all 
those improvements, have been effected, though not a single shillmn- was ever 
received by this intended additional tollgate. I most certainly consider that the 
contractors are entitled to the profits resulting from their skill and enterprise and 
capital expended on the road, at a time when the Government of the country 
found it absolutely necessary to court the undertakers to enter upon the contract- 
and I beg here to observe, that the arrangement made by the Act of 38th 
George III. chapter 83, were only adopted on the failure of several experiments 
made under the preceding Acts, which were passed from the 3d of George the 
Second in the year 1729 to the year 1798; a time snfliciently long to prove the 
efficacy of these experiments. The Committee will, no doubt, bear iti mind, that 
in the year 1798 it was an object of the first-rate importance to the Government 
that the communications with the capital should be upon the best footimv, and it 
was natural for them to have applied to the only professional engineers then 
residing- m Ireland, particularly as these engineers had already exhibited their 
skill and kiiowledge m the management of the extensive line of road from Naas 
to Limerick, and which road must have come under the particular notice of the 
then Uiaiicellor of Ireland, Lord Clare, as his country residence was at Mount 
Shannon, near the city of Limerick. I need not press upon the Committee the 
known pecuniary embarrassments of the Irish Government at that day, or the 
causes from whence they arose it is sufficient for my purpose to state distinctly 
and positi-vely, as I do, that the arrangements respecting the Naas Road were 
entered into at the solicitation of the Government, and that the increased pros- 
perity of the country since that time, and especially as exhibited by the inciease 
of public conveyances, (which was no doubt produced in a great degree by the 
improvement ol the road itself) has alone redeemed the speculators from loss, and 
created the profit which rs now alluded to; for be it observed, that unless the 
public coaches had increased the three coaches then running, and all the increase 
ol traffic from other than public carnages upon the road, would not have been 
sufficient to keep u barely m repair, without creating a fund of any kind for the 
pipose of paying- off the debt of 4.500/., which the contractors have discliai-gcd, 
together with arrears of interest amounting to nine hundred some odd pounds, and 
making the improvements specified in the Act; independent of which stipulated 

aX^bTrl ’kt of 7,091/. I6i. 8r/. were made, as will 

appear by tlie Statement which I now hand in. 

{The Witness delimred in the same, which was read, as follows .-] 



Measucbment 
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Measurkment and Estimate of the several Cuttings and other Improvements William Tat/lor, 
made on that Part of the Cork Road extending from Dublin to the Fair-Green of Esq- 

Old Kilcullen. Dy William Duncan, 1832. 

11 June, 



Kumber. 


Amount | 
of 1 

Cubic Yards. I 


WHERE SITUATED. 


ESTIMATE. 








£. s. d. 


1 


3.343 ■ 


At the 3d Milestone from Dublin - - - _ 




2 


4,355 


At Mr. Finlay's Demesne Wall - _ . rock 




3 


4.112 


South side ol Rathcoolc - - _ . clay : 


302 1 1 8 


4 


5.511 


At the Green Hills, north of Kill - sand and loam 




5 


2,932 


At Lord Mayo’s Demesne Wall - - . clav 




6 


4,824 


South of the Mill of Johnstown - clay and loam 




7 




At the 141I1 Milestone - - - - ditto 


38 6 8 


8 


3,780 


South of the last ----- ditto 




0 


3.769 


Gallows Hill, near Naas - - _ ditto 


1J2 37 11 


10 


5,181 


South of the last - - - _ _ ditto 




11 


082 


In the Town of Naas, at the Gaol - - _ clay 




12 


9.270 


Along the Fair-green of Naas - clay and eravel 




13 


6.000 


Hill south ol the last ----- clay 


218 8 3 


»4 


13,492 


Macabe’s House - - - - clay and gravel 




15 


1,633 


1 At Orchard, south of the last - clay and loam 




16 


3,985 


1 At 'I'eience INowian's House, south oflast, ditto - 1 


162 *7 11 


17 


1,980 


1 At the 18th Milestone - - - - ditto - ' 




18 


730 


At the 19th Milestone - - - _ ditto 




19 


7.769 


At Siliot Flill ----- deep rock 




20 


1 3,797 


North of the iqth Mile House - clay and loam 




21 


10,182 


Woi'lh side ol the Turnpike-gate ol Kilcullen, ditto - 




22 


31.992 


Uireat Flill ot Kilcullen - - sand, gravel and loam 


884 16 - 


23 


3,240 


1 South side ot Kilcullen lindge - - clay, &c. 


121 - - 


24 


3j066 


South of the last ----- ditto - 




35 


574 


At Cross-road leading to Ballynure - gravelly 


22 14 


26 


3»3°o 


Cross-road to Kildare - - - - loam 




27 


3,450 


On the North sideof old Kilcullen Fair-green, where 








the Trust terminates - - - - clay, Stc. 


145 iS 4 






Amount of the Cuttings, See.' - - - £. 


6,230 10 “ 






Add Footpath from Dublin to Naas, ig British or 








Statute Miles, formed, made up and gravelled, at 


861 6 8 




154,748 


Total - - - £. 




7,09 116 8 



A detailed Estimate, showing the data on which this is founded, can be forwarded, 
if required. 



William Duncari. 



Respecting these improvements, I understand that it has been given in evidence 
that they never were made. In contradiction to tiiiss, I beg to mention, that the 
calculations I have now just given in were made by a professional person whom 
I brought along the road for the express purpose of having them estimated. In the 
statement which I made in the Return called for by The House, I valued them at 
10,000/., but as that statement was principally taken from Returns in which labour 
and work clone at other places were included, I was not satisfactorily able to sejiiirate 
those items. This induced me to call in the aid of this professional person, whose 
evidence 1 have also requested in support of his statement. 

2550. This paper which you have handed in to the Committee does not state 
the periods at which those diftcrent works were performed, nor the rate per cubic 
yard at which they were eflected? — It does not, but I think you will find at the end 
of the paper a note stating that particulars can be furnished at any time, if required. 
The fact is, that the time for making this calculation was so limited, that it was not 
ready on ray leaving Dublin, and it has since been forwarded to me. 

2.551- Was this account extracted from the books of the Trust? — No, from 
actual measurement 

^45- c c 2 2552. Was 
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TFilliam Tador 2552. Was the measurement made previous to the works being executed?— No, 
Esq. ’ the measurement took place only the other day, and so visible are those cuttings, 

that they point out themselves. , , ^ , , , , 

J1 June, 2553. It is also stated in this paper, that the footpath made by the Trust from 

Dublin to Naas, being 19 British or statute miles, cost the sum of 861 1. 6^. 8rf.; 
is there not a considerable portion of that road at present without a footpath? — 
Not a considerable portion ; I consider that there is footpath along the whole length 
of those 19 miles, and that by our original agreement we were not bound to make 
any footpath, nor did any footpath exist at the time we entered on our contract. • 

2554. In point of fact, how long has the footpath existed? — The footpath was 
made at different periods. The last hill that was cut down was that at Rathcoole, 
part of the materials of which were employed in making the footpath between that 
and the Nine Milestone. 

2555. It has been stated in evidence, that the manner in which those improve- 
ments have been effected was frequently dangerous to passengers, as on the lowering 
of hills the road was left in an insecure state for a considerable length of time ; and 
it has also been given in evidence, that the sum of money stated to be expended by 
A'lajor Taylor could not have been expended, as he only lowered hills when he could 
sell the stones for building the barracks at Newbridge? — That charge, I believe, 
refers particularly to the cut at Siliot Hill ; it is a deep rock, but certainly not 
valuable for the purposes of building. I am not aware, nor do I believe, that any 
stone was sold to the contractors for building the Newbridge barracks ; but if it was 
so, the quantity sold must have been very small, for to my own knowledge the 
materials taken out of that cut were placed in the hollow on the Dublin side of 
that hill, where the road has been raised, and is many feet above the level of the ad- 
joining grounds. I am perfectly satisfied that no improvements were effected on 
that road with a view of disposing of the materials for profit, nor were the materials 
employed in any other manner than filling up such hollows as might be adjoining 
the hill so cut down. 

2556. Do you recollect the period at which the hill on the road leading to Clon- 
dalkin was lowered? — I am not certain as to the exact time. 

25,57. you aware to whom the presentment was made? — I never heard, nor 
do 1 believe that a presentment was given to Major Taylor, Captain Taylor, or 
any of the contractors of the Naas Road, for the purpose of removing that hill. 

2558. Was the hill removed? — That hill was removed at our expense. It was 
composed of limestone, and the materials of it might have been employed or laid 
out on the Naas Road, but it was all done at our own expense, and unassisted by 
county presentments. This improvement, as it certainly was so to the public, is 
not included among those returned in the statement of extra work done by us. 

2559- necessary, before any individual can breakup or improve a county 

road at his own expense, that a presentment nominal to the amount of should 
be made by the grand Jury to entitle him to enter upon it; do you know whether 
sucli a presentment ever was made to Captain Taylor? — I am not quite certain 
whether the law requires that or not. 

2560. Are you quite positive, that no sum of money equivalent to the expense, 
ever was presented by the grand jury to Captain Taylor? — Not a halfpenny. 

25G1 . The state ot the road from Dublin to Kilcullen has been very much com- 
plained of by a coach proprietor examined by the Committee, that it only gets an 
annual scraping, and that that annual scraping has been sometimes refused? — In 
reference to the general complaints of that coach contractor of which I have heard, 
I beg^ to state, that I consider them partial and exaggerated, more particularly 
as I find that the Limerick coach, which travels along this road, is the fastest and 
cheapest travelling coach in Ireland, and that the contractors of that coach never, to 
my knowledge, made any complaint as to the state of its repair. The distance 
from Dublin to Limerick is, I think, 95 Irish miles; the rate of travelling for the 
mail very nearly seven Irish miles per hour, and the price only 1 /. 1 5 ; and for the 
day coach, 1 1 2 5. 6 d. Referring to the rate of travelling and the expenses thereof 

by the mail-coach on the Northern or Belfast Road, which I understand has been 
given m evidence by this coach contractor, who is the proprietor of this mail, as in 
good repair, and not a monopoly road, it will appear the distance is only 80 miles, 
and tlie tare il. 17s. 6d.; the day coach, 1/. 12s. 6d.; the same sum which is 
dialled by the Limerick coach, while the distance is 15 miles less, and the rate of 
travelling considerably slower. The fact is, there is a difference to the public 
between the rate of fare of these two coaches, of a penny per mile in favour of the 
® Limerick, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON TURNPIKE ROADS (Ireland.) 191 



Limerick, and the rate of travelling considerably quicker. I think this could not 
have been effected on that line of road if the Naas Road was in the state of repair 
as mentioned by^that coach contractor. 

2562. Did the Limerick coach always travel the line from Naas to Dublin, 

through Kill, or along the Kilcullen Trust? — •! believe always ; I do not recollect it 
travelling any other way. _ _ _ ' 

2563. Did it not at one period go round by Celbridge to avoid going upon the 
Kilculien Road? — It might be so, but I am not aware of the circumstance. 

2564. You have by the Kilcullen Act a power of charging ^d. a horse additional 
on all horses drawing public conveyances for hire ; that has been complained of on 
the part of the coach proprietors ; is that toll exacted by you ?— -It is not; and I 
understand that one of the Witnesses examined before this Committee, the already 
alluded to coach contractor, when asked whether he paid the full amount of the toll, 
pleaded ignorance as to this fact; a circumstance that I think he could not be 
ignorant of, as it would make a difference of some hundreds a year to him, and 
whicli he well knows we do not collect. 

2565. Does Mr. Bourne, the coach proprietor, ever complain either of the ex- 
acting'of that toll or of the state of the road?— We do not exact that toll from 

^*"25615. Has it ever been exacted during your lease of the road ? — Being uncertain 
myself as to this fact, since my coming to London I wrote to Dublin for information 
on the subject, and have received the following, whicli is, “ We neither charge the 

4<i. a horse, nor twice in one Division ; even if they should change horses, as we 
“ are entitled in the Act. With regard to the ^d. a horse, it was never charged by 

us; though, by the opinion of counsel taken, the contractors were entitled to it 
“ under their particular Acts.” • 

2567. Was it ever charged to any other public conveyance ? — Not that 1 am 
aware of. In this respect I must state, that I cannot give satisfactory evidence of 
what was done 25 years ago ; first, because I was not in Ireland at that period ; 
and secondly, because those arc particulars that I did not know I should have been 



examined upon. . , , 1 i ^ 

2568. Was not there at one time a penalty ol 5s. a horse on coaches plying tor 

liire? Yes, if they carried more than a certain number of passengers. The object 

of that penalty of ^s. a horse, was to hinder the heavy loading of the coaches, 
which would necessarily cut up the road very much. There are also other clauses 
in the Act with reference to the toll on conveyances that had a certain breadth of 

''"^2560. The power of charging $s. a horse was taken away by the Act of Parlia- 
ment passed subsequently to the Act under which you now derive your right?— 
Yes. 

■ 2570. And that Act .substituted the sum of4£?. a horse for 56-._a horsei’ — Yes. 

2571 Under that Act was not your vested right, as you conceive it to be^ inter- 
fered with ?— 1 certainly consider it to be a very great infraction of the agreement 
that was originally made ; and I believe compensation was intended to be given by 
the passing of the Act authorizing a toll of 4 d. a horse, which was intended as an 

equivalent for it. r i t • i 

Poor-pence a horse was no equivalent to the sum 01 ^s. a horse, which 
vou^brmerly were entitled to take?— I am not prepared to .speak upon that part 
of the matter ; I really am not aware of the history of that particular transaction, 
but I can very easily procure it if required. 



William Taylor, 
Esq. 



11 June, 
1832. 



Mercurii, 15 ° die Junii, 1832. 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Esq. called in ; and further Examined. 

2'>73 HAVE you inquired since your last Examination, whether the sum of 5 j. 

extra allowed to be charged for several years, had ever been charged on coaches 
carryintT more than three outside passengers ; or when the sum of 4«- a hoise in 
lieu of 1;^ was enacted to be levied on all coaches plying lor hire, ca,rrymg more 
645. CC3 than 
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than three outside passengers, whether that sum was charged to Mr. Bourne 
which induced iiini to take another road by Celbridge? — The Ss- per horse was 
done away with by the 50th of George III. c. 32. It was subsequently re-enacted by 
the 51st of George III. c. 36 & 40, and by a subsequent Act, of the date of which 
I am not certain, it was reduced to its present rate of 4.CI. a horse. I believe that 
the 5 s. per horse was exacted so long as it M'as permitted to be taken ; but I under- 
stand and believe that the ^d. is not and has not been levied under the authority 
of the last-named Act; consequently we have given both Mr. Bourne, Mr. Purcell 
and all other contractors running coaches upon our road, a bonus to the extent of 
some hundreds per year by not levying this 4 ,d. a horse. 

2574' What was the reason that Mr. Bourne left your road ; -was it in consequence 
of it being in a bad state of repair ? — Certainly not ; Mr. Bourne’s object, I believe 
was to get a new line of road made from Dublin to Monastereven, thereby avoiding 
the town of Naas ; in short, avoiding tlie Naas Road entirely. I have heard that 
it was his intention to have got the tolls of this road vested in himself, in a similar 
manner to that of the tolls of the Limerick Road, by which means he w’ould then 
be running from Dublin to Limerick on a line of road where the tolls of said road 
were vested in himself. 



2575- You stated in a former part of your Evidence, that the inducement to 
extend the period of the lease of the Limerick Road from 30 to 50 years, was in 
consequence of Mr. Taylor getting 50 years of the Kilcullen Act, in order to make 
both Acts of similar duration?' — Yes, I did give evidence to that effect. 

2576.^ By that it would appear that Mr. Bourne and Mr. Taylor had at that 
time a similar interest? — Y^es. 

2577- What was the cause of Mr. Bourne seeking to injure an interest at the 
period you describe, which was common to him and Mr. Taylor at the extension of 
the Act.?~The partnership ceased; the exact time I am not certain at which 
Mr. Bourne and Mr. Anderson separated, but I know that my uncle Major 
Alexander Taylor, bought from Mr. Anderson his share in the Kilcullen Road in 
1 b04 ; but I am not quite certain as to the date that Messrs. Taylor separated from 
the partnership in the Limerick Road. 

2pS. Were they partners in the profits of the road, or partners in the profits 
of the coaches ?— Both. ^ 

2579. And in consequence of the separation of interest in the road, Mr. Bourne 
as you state, was induced to apply for a line of road which would prevent his pay 
ing toll on Mr. Taylors road I cannot state what were Mr. Bourne’s motives 
in the matter, but we know that he did make application for a road from Dublin 
to Monastereven, and he certainly would, had he succeeded in that aijplication, 
Pave ceased to travel upon our road, and we would have sustained an injury by Lis 
coaches being taken off to the extent of some hundreds a year, 
jj. ^ for that new line of road opposed by you? — 



2581 Would the new line of road to Monastereven have been shorter than the 
present line of road to Monastereven by Naas ?-I really do not know ; I never saw 
a map of d. nor do I know the distances. The principal opposition ,vas given by 
the county of Ki dare, where the grand jury thought it was unnecessary to make 

oppSion'™ 

2582, From your statement it would appear, that the terms in the Act under 
winch you got the monopoly of the Kilcullen Road, had been complied with: Wit- 
nesses, wl.o have been examined, are of a contrary opinion. It has been stated that 

attemn!"T“r“^ ^ f ““1 neglected state, that it has not been drained or 
to be drained; that the materials are badly applied; that the road is 

wear^nd f ’ T , r gtoatly increases the 

dnrsL rn Zf horses ?- As my Evidence in aiwer to those 
Ex“imrnaTinn Committee will be good enough to take the 

fcdh ouXf.^ ■ ^ r “• Idofessioual person, whom I consider per- 

hat I con dor h S've evidence on these points. I should however state, generally, 
timt I cons dor those charges very exaggerated and unfounded in many insluces. ^ 
2j»3. ts Mr. Duncan employed on that road under you?— No he is not ■ we 
Pf On the road under Js, and never had. ’ . 

coach nroprfetors onlh ’"d largest 

St L'harsXreri?^?™^’^ of8oof.ayearmll, 

IS property considerably by the quantity of mud that was 

allowed 
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allowed to lie upon the road ; that when he made application to have it removed, he 
was informed by one of Mr. Taylor’s sons, that it was his father’s opinion that mud 
is a protection to the road, and that he consequently refused to remove it ? — In 
answer to the charge of our not scraping the road, I beg to state that on all occasions 
when broken stone is putting out upon the road, it is previously scraped ; and in- 
asmuch as every year, on an average per mile, there are 600 or 700 tons of 
broken stone put out, it must, as a natural consequence, be scraped frequently. It is 
not true that the mud is permitted to remain on the road to the extent Mr. Purcell 
states, so as to become an obstruction either to the U-avelling or to the drainage ; for 
the mud is, when scraped off, collected into small round heaps at the side of the 
road, leaving sufficient room for the passage of the water, and then this m ud is taken 
by the poor people for the purposes of manure. It is true, that in winter time, in 
that very moist climate, the limestone which is used in the repairing of the roan 
grinds down very fast; but still I must state that we endeavour, as far as is possible, 
to have the mud removed from the road ; and I mean distinctly to state, that inde- 
pendently of the scrapings given to the road preparatory to the stones being spread, 
it is scraped at other times when required. 

2585. It is stated in evidence, that you pay only 13 for the repair of one mile 
and a quarter of the road, although by a calculation in the Return made to the 
Committee it would amount to 1 00 1 per mile expenditure on the road? — I believe 
that is one of Mr. Purcell’s statements or assertions ; and, as on more than one 
occasion, I find him to be erroneous, particularly in the breadth of the cut at Rath- 
coole, which he states to be but 20 feet, while from actual measurement it appears 
to be 35 feet, I think little attention is to be paid to his Evidence ; but I wish to 
answer, that no such contract does exist, nor do I believe it ever did, for it is the 
principle of our management of that road that no contract shall be made for any- 
thing except broken stone. 

2.586. Mr. Purcell states, that tlie contract alluded to was made with a man of 
the name of Ennis ; it was for the repair of a part of the road from Kilcullen to 
Kilcullen Green, which might be in distance from a mile and a half to a mile and 
three quarters ; and for that distance Ennis told Mr. Purcell that Captain Taylor 
paid him 13/. a year; that he afterwards considered that sum too much, and that 
he had taken the contract from him, or was about to do so ? — I consider those charges 
to be perfectly erroneous and unfounded ; Ennis is a contractor on the road, but it 
is merely for furnishing materials, he having a quarry on the side of the road. 

2587. At what rate do you pay him per mile for the materials? — We do not 
pay him at any rate per mile ; we pay him according to the quantity of materials 
delivered, which quantity we decide on, and point out the spot where it is to be 
placed ; and the average price of materials (that is, broken stone) is 2.9. per ton. 

2588. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the sum of 2,450 /. is 
expended on 21 miles of road? — It will appear from the Return furnished to 
the Committee, that this sum of 2,452/. 15 j. 6 c/. is composed of a sum of 
1,524/. l6^. gid. under the head of materials ; 4i5^- 7^* 9^^- the yearly interest 
payable on the debt of 9,000/.; 396/. 145. 5d. under the head of management; 
and 116/. 6 s. yd. under the head of rents. The sum of 1,524/. i6^. gd. is prin- 
cipally expended on materials for the repairing of the road, that is, broken stone 
and screened limestone or gravel ; and as I have already stated that on an average 
we pay but 2 s. per ton for the broken stone, it will appear that Goo tons can be 
procured for Go/.; consequently, that is the average sum paid for the quantity of 
materials that is spread or laid out upon the road, leaving a sum of 12/. per annum 
per mile for scraping and other labour necessary to be effected upon the road. 

2589. Will you explain to the Committee how the sum of 39G/. 145. 5(1 is 
expended on management? — I have already explained to the Committee, that my 
father was brought over from Scotland for the purpose of taking charge of the 
Limerick Road, and subsequently the Naas Road ; and as he had left a lucrative 
profession in Scotland with a view of giving up his time to this occupation, the 
results of which were then very uncertain, he required from his partners a remu- 
neration for his services, which remunerations were to be independent of the result 
of the speculation, and this was the sum they agreed to give him for his professional 
attention. 

2590. Who is that sum paid to at present ?— Captain Taylor. 

2591. But Captain Taylor is himself the proprietor of the road? — Yes, but he 
is not the sole proprietor; I have a third share of ’.t, and he lias a third share of it, 

645. c c 4 and 
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and the representatives of the late Major Archibald Taylor have a third share in. 
conjunction with my brother George. 

2592. Then each person having a third share in the road pays a certain quota of 
the sum of 3y6/. 145. 5^/., to make up the remuneration to Captain Taylor?— 
Of course. 

2593. That would amount to something more than 18/. per mile for manage- 
ment, independent of the sum paid to overseers?- — Yes. 

•_394. It has been generally complained of by all the Witnesses examined before 
this Committee, that the expenditure for management was extravagant ; do not you 
think that the sum of 18/. a mile merely for overseeing the road is a sum too large 
to be charged ? — I do not consider the sum of 396/. 14^. 5<f. as too large, or even 
sufficient remuneration for Captain Taylor’s having given for the last 30 years of 
his life his uninterrupted time and attention to the charge of this road. I have 
already slated that he abandoned his professional pursuits with a view of so giving 
up his time, and I think lhat sum is not too much. The Committee will further 
perceive, that his partner in this undertaking was his brother ; it is not, therefore 
to be judged of or considered as a pattern or example for the expense of managing 
roads in general ; a considerable deal of trouble attends the management of this 
road, us it is necessary to keep a particular account of the receipts and expendi- 
ture, with a view of making quarterly returns to the different partners, and also 
the payments of interest due on the debentures, receipts of money from the Post- 
office and other contractors who pay quarterly. 



2595. Faking it for granted that you have a vested interest in the road, which 
could not be disturbed without compensation, is it your opinion that such mono- 
polies generally are injurious to the country? — I have already stated, that the 
Limerick and Naas Roads, which are considered as monopolised roads, are the roads 
on which the public travel in the shortest time and at the cheapest rate by public con- 
veyance ; but if the question goes to ask me whether I think if they, together with 
all other leading roads, were taken out of the hands of contractors and trustees, and 
placed under a system of general management, that the public would derive a con- 
siderable benefit trom it, 1 have no hesitation in stating, that any scheme or plan 
which has for its object an uniformity of direction or management, the granting of 
full power to effect improvements independent of local interests, the securing of funds 
to effect repairs the moment they are required, and the purchasing the, best 
materials on the cheapest terms, would be a very considerable public benefit. • 

2596. Would you recommend a consolidation of all the Turnpike 'Trusts in 
Ireland under a Government Board, and the extension of turnpikes on all the 
leading lines where they are not at present? — Certainly, I would recommend that 
all the leading roads in Ireland, and as many of the cross roads as possible, should 
be made turnpike roads, and placed under a competent Board ; and I am induced 
to state this, because through the permission of this Committee I have had access 
to some of the Returns required by them, from which it appears that the revenue 
of 550 miles of turnpike roads is 36,000/. per annum, which would be a sum of 
about 65/. per mile per annum for the keeping of those roads in repair. It will 
be recollected, that in the Evidence I have already given, .it is stated, that a con- 
siderable reduction has been given by us, and I believe on all turnpike roads is 
given, to the several stage-coach contractors; now if the full amount of toll that the 
law’ authorizes was collected, this sum of 36,000/. would be much nearer to 40,000/. ; 
and it turnpikes w'ere put upon the Midland and Southern mail-coach roads, which 
are now without turnpikes, a considerable increase of revenue would arise, and that 
the annual sum per mile applicable to the repairs of the roads would be very near 

0/, per mile per annum ; a sum more than sufficient for the repair of the average 
roads m Ireland. I do not mean to say that 350 miles is the distance of all turn- 
pi e roads in Ireland, for I have not seen the Returns of the Limerick, Blessington 
and several of the roads in the South of Ireland; the revenues of which roads 
1 believe to be considerably more than the expenditure. 

^ 597 * i ou would then give the Committee to- understand that you would con- 
tinue the same system of turnpikes, extending that system to nil the leading roads 
cross roads, with no difference, save the one of establishing 
* Dublin to manage it? — I mean that all the turnpike 

trusts and leading roads not turnpike roads, at present in existence, should be taken 
out ot the hands of the present contractors or trustees, out of the hands of the 
and placed under the direction of a commission expressly appointed 
tor their management. This I conceive to be the only way by which you would 

effect 
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effect any improvement, particularly in the system relating to grand juries, where 
local 0|)positions have frequently defeated the execution of improved lines. 

2598. Then the improvement, in your view, would be merely the transferring it, 

80 far as relates to the turnpikes at present in existence, from the hands in which 
they are at present to those of a Board in Dublin? — Yes. 

2599. Do you conceive that a Board in Dublin would manage it on so much 
better principles that it would be attended with economy to the public, and the 
improvement of the road? — I think one of the benefits to be derived is uniformity 
of direction or management, and above all things full power to overcome local 
interests, by which I mean that species of opposition which is now given on grand 
jurie.s, where the interest, either of the county or individuals, interferes with the 
improved direction of the road. 

2600. Does not local interest operate in case of turnpike trusts, to the full as 
much as in grand jury presentments ? — Fully, I may say. 

2601. Then the present turnpike management is quite as objectionable in that 
point of view as the grand jury presentments? — L do not mean to except the turn- 
pike roads; I consider that that system, as well as the grand jury system, should 
be changed. 

2602. Then you conceive that the Board in Dublin, being totally unconnected 
with the county, would be devoid of local interest, and you conceive they could 
repair the roads on a much more economic system than they are done at present ? — 

I do, certainly. 

2603. Would you advise the placing of gates, or could you advise a mode of col- 
lecting the necessary amount for the roads, without the expense of a multitude 
of gates on all the roads? — From my own experience on that matter, I find 
no difficulty in collecting the money at the different gates. On the Naas Road they 
are let at so much per week, and the weekly sum at which they are rented is trans- 
mitted regularly to Dublin on a fixed day. 

2604. Having been a lessee for many years of this Naas Road, can you inform 
the Committee of any more economical way by which tolls could be collected, than 
that which you have practised ? — No, I am not aware of any other more economical 
mode whereby they could be collected. 

2605. Are you of opinion that a Board of Commissioners in Dublin could under- 
take so great a charge, as not only the management of main roads but of cross roads 
in Ireland? — I understand that a Board has been appointed, which I think per- 
fectly qualified and capable to undertake the management of the roads in Ireland, 
with such additional professional assistance as circumstances may require, and which 
can be better judged of after the Board has been in operation for some time. 

26ofi. Is the quantity of road now managed by the Board of Public Works, as 
great as you would propose to transfer to it under the new arrangement ? — 
No, certainly not. I could, with a little time, inform the Committee of the exact 
number of miles under the charge of the Board of Works ; those roads were 
executed by the monies advanced by Government to the several engineers, Messrs. 
Griffith, &c., and, I believe, are about 500 miles in length. Before the creation of 
this Board, now known by the name of the Board of Works, those roads were under 
the management of the Board of Inland Navigation, and the manner in which they 
were kept in repair was as follows : The engineer attached to the Board reported to 
the Commissioners the sums of money that he considered necessary for the keeping 
of those roads in repair for the year; which sums of money were levied by the 
grand jury, the repairs having previously been effected by advances from the 
Commissioners ; which advances were made out of the several sums placed at their 
disposal by different votes of Parliament. 

2607. bo you think that it might be advisable to commence the experiment of the 
system which you recommend, by placing the turnpike roads alone in the hands of 
this Board ? — I think it would not be unadvisable to put under its direction all the 
turnpike roads that are in the hands of trustees unconnected with contractors, and 
try the efficacy of the plan on these roads. 

2608. And to leave the cross roads to be repaired, as at present, by grand jury 
presentments? — Yes, it might be well to try the experiment in that way; but if you 
want to know the beneficial effects of such a system, you must extend it more. 

2609. Do yon believe that the present Board of Works, without any additional 
officers, would be able to undertake the management of all the roads of which you 
have spoken? — They have but one engineer, I believe; and I have stated that it 

645. D D would 
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William Tailor, would be necessary to increase the professional assistance; but the direction is 

Esq. sufficient. 

2610. Of course the Committee are to understand, that the professional assist- 

13 June, |je remunerated out of the funds of the Trust? — Yes, out of the funds of 

. the roads. ' ; 

2611. Do you believe that such an arrangement would materially tend to 
economy? — Most unquestionably, efficient engineering* is absolutely necessary to 
enable the plan to work properly and economically. 

2612. Supposing the Board established in Dublin, and engineers appointed to 
manage the county roads and leading lines, now turnpike, would not all these be 
requisite for your plan ; do you not conceive that there would be a great expense 
in the establishment of all those different toll-houses, gates and engineers ? — The 
Board is in existence, the gates are necessary for the purpose of collecting the 
revenue, and the engineers directing its expenditure.; these are expenses attending 
the system, or any system, which I do not see could be avoided, but they would not 
be serious obstacles to it. 

2613. You are aw'are of the large salaries paid on short Trusts, to overseers 
engineers, treasurers and clerks, and other officers ; do you not conceive that by the 
.plan which you propose, you would get rid of all this heavy expense on short Trusts 
and that by a consolidation you would have a considerable saving ? — Certainly ; 
the professional assistance which is now so much divided and multiplied, would, of 
course, be reduced by the consolidation, and consequently much cheapened. 

2G14. Do you believe that, upon the abolition of those clerks, secretaries and 
other salaried persons, they would not apply to the Government Board for superan- 
nuation ? — They might apply, but I do not conceive they would be entitled to 
superannuation ; a great number of those professional persons that are called in, 
are not salaried officers, but are only paid when they are employed. 

2615. It appears by the Returns that they are salaried officers, for the Returns 
state that each of those persons receives from 30/. to 50/., and some as high as 100/. 
a year; do you think that persons employed in that way, when their services are no 
longer useful, are in any w’ay entitled to compensation ? — That is a question I am 
not prepared to answer. 

2616. Are you aware that it has appeared in evidence before this Committee, 
that the expense on one of those turnpike roads has been from 20/. to 22 a mile 
•for salaries? — I am not aware of the fact. 

2617. Do you think it is probable that it may be so? — It is one of tbe many 
;general complaints that I have heard, but I am not aware myself of the fact. 

2618. Do you not believe that in many of the small Trusts, offices have been 
created less for the benefit of the Trust than for the advantage of the individuals? — 
I have heard it complained of. 



Richard Buvrne, 
Iv^q. 



Richard Bourne, Esq., called in; and further Examined. 

2619. YOU have been engaged for many years in public coach establishments in 
Ireland ? — I have. 

2620. During that period did you experience considerable difficulties from the 
state of the roads? — Very great. 

2621. Do you attribute the difficulties you experienced in getting the roads 
repaired to the system which was then and is at present in force for the repairing of 
roads? — I consider them very defective. 

2622. Can you state to the Committee any instances in which you suffered 
under the present system ? — I suffered more particularly with regard to presentment 
roads. Much of my time was devoted to endeavouring to keep them in order; 
1 was obliged to attend assizes ; upon some occasions, seven assizes in the summer, 
and seven in the spring, in order to obtain presentments and to account for money, 
and to endeavour to get new lines made and roads repaired. 

2 2^. Did you find that the local interests of individual grand iurors prevented 
the extension of lines for the public good? — Assuredly. 

2624. Were you, as a cot^ch proprietor, put to any considerable expense in your 
endeavours to improve the system of road-making ?— For several years, I employed 
an engineer at a considerable salary, and also persons as assistants, at my own 
expense. different lines of new road surveyed and laid out; I attended 

tie grand juries of different counties, with a view to their adoption. Many miles 

new roa ave been madp-at my instance ; but many others have not been made, 

although 
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although of admitted utility. The greatest part of my time was devoted to roads, Eic/tard Bourne, 
and a very small portion of it I could give to my business as a coach proprietor, Esq. 

I should not have been able to conduct my coach business to advantage, unless . 

I had devoted myself to the repair of the roads. On. some occasions, I was obliged ’ 3 June, 

to disburse very largely for roads before I could run a coach at all; and I was for 
many years from 3,000/. to 5,000/. in advance, on account of such repairs ; some 
to turnpike roads, others in carrying presentments into effect, and in other cases 
making new roads. In every case where I was concerned in roads, I made prompt 
payments for all work done, receiving the money from the counties as the present- 
ments became payable, by which the contractor was enabled to execute the work on 
cheaper terms. 

2625. Were you allowed interest on those sums of money which you advanced? 
was allowed interest in one instance alone, namely, for sundry advances to the 

Turnpike Trust between Kinnegad and Athlone. 

2626. When you applied to grand juries for presentments for necessary lines of 
road, were you obliged to offer to advance the money free of interest in order to 
induce them to present for the road? — No, there was never a condition of that sort 
made or required. 

2627. You made the proposal to grand juries to induce them to consent? — No, 

I always conceived that the best mode to go to market was by ready money, and 
I advanced ray own money in order to accomplish the works speedily and effectually, 
and in the most economical manner. 

2628. Can you state to the Committee any instance of a line of road which you 
conceive would have been a great public advantage, which was prevented from being 
carried into effect by the local interests of grand jurors ? — Such has been the case 
in the counties of Galway, Roscommon, Longford, and Mayo. 

2629. In consequence of the refusal to adopt the new line of road, has a greater 
expense been incurred in improving the old line ? — I am not aware that there has. 

2630. In the instance of the road between Dublin and Maynooth, has not 
a greater expense been incurred in lowering the hills of Palmerslown and Lucan, and 
other improvements made, than a new road could have been made for in the valley ? 

— A new road could not have been made for so little money, including the expenses 
of the purchase of the ground, as the alterations that have taken place in the old 
road ; but the old road is very much inferior in every respect to what the contemplated 
new one would have been, both as being shorter and more level. 

2631. Was it in consequence of local interests intervening, and considerable in- 
fluence being used to prevent the new line of road being made, that the new line of 
road did not take place? — It would have taken place but for the opposition offered 
by Sir Richard Wilcocks and the late Lord Donoughmore. 

2632. Would it have shortened the di.stance? — A good deal. 

2633. Would you recommend that the present turnpike roads in Ireland should 
be taken out of the hands of local trustees and placed in the management of a 
general Board; and would you also recommend that the leading lines of road, 
which are not now turnpike, should be made turnpike, and placed under tbe Board ? 

— r am perfectly satisfied that the best mode that could be adopted for the benefit 
of the country would be to place all lines of road that could support a turnpike 
under one general Board. 

2634. Do you conceive that considerable saving might be made in the salaries 
of officers by placing the roads under a general Board, and that by having more 
competent engineers, the work would be cheaper and better executed than it is at 
present? — I believe it might; I do not think that any saving could be effected, as 
regards the providing materials for repairs, as contracts for doing so have, in all 
cases where 1 have been concerned, been let to the lowest bidder ; but it is evident 
that a saving might be made, as regards salaries, by the consolidation of offices. 

2635. You are aware that the persons employed on leading turnpike roads, and 
acting as overseers upon the roads, are persons generally ignorant of road-making. 

By placing these roads under more experienced persons, do you not conceive that 
a great economy in the price of materials, and tlie application of them, might be 
eftected ? — The persons employed as overseers upon roads are, in general, ignorant 
of the improved mode of road-making ; I conceive that a saving, therefore, could 
be effected in the application of materials, but probably not as to providing them. . 

2C36. Have the goodness to detail to the Committee under what heads you 
conceive that the public have a right to expect that they might derive a benefit in 
the establishment of a general Board in Dublin? — By the saving that might be 

645. D D 2 effected 
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effected in officers’ salaries, tlie improved formation of the road, and the judicious 
application of the materials. 

2637. Are you of opinion that almost all the public roads in Ireland are badly 
formed and defective in draining?— I think they are in general badly formed and 
the drainage of them deficient. 

2638. Do not you conceive, that if the roads were properly drained, a great 
saving might be effected in the quantity of materials applied ? — Assuredly. 

2639. Then, in that respect also, there would be considerable saving by having 
experienced persons employed as overseers and engineers upon the road? — Yes, 
certainly. 

2640. Will you state to the Committee the class of persons that are generally 
employed in the repairing of roads in Engljnd? — The overseers are a better 
kind of farmers in general, and the workmen are the ordinary peasantry of the 



country, 

2641. Have those persons that are employed as overseers ever been instructed 
in road-making? — Not professionally. 

2642. Do you believe they are competent persons to direct the repairs of the 
road? — Not from their own knowledge or experience. 

2643. Are engineers generally employed to direct those persons on the roads that 
you are best acquainted with ? — In some places there are ; in most cases there 
are not. 

2644. Do you object to the system of repair of roads by grand jurie.s? — Yes, 
in teto. 

264,'). Is it to the application of the money as collected by grand juries that you 
object ? — In the first place, to the manner in which the presentment is made, the 
merit of the presentment not being always essential to its obtainment. In the 
second place, I think that the grand jury system tends more than anything else 
whatever to demoralize the people. In the third place, I think it most equitable 
that persons who make use of a road should pay for such use in the shape of a turn- 
pike. 1 also think, that it would be a great advantage to the landed interest to 
relieve it from the burthen of road assessment, and to place the expenses attending 
the repair of roads upon those who make use of them. 

2646. Do not all those who pay for the repair of roads under grand jury 
assessments make use of them? — Many persons are assessed for the use of a road 
who do not possess a four-footed animal of any kind, unless it be a pig; travellers 
also, from remote counties, make use of roads without contributing towards their 
repair. 

2647* Might not an assessment upon the land, to a certain amount, paid over to 
this Board to which you have alluded in Dublin, supersede the necessity for turn- 
pikes, and save a great portion of the expenses which necessarily accompany the 
establishment of turnpikes ? — I think that the most equitable mode is to make those 
persons pay wdio make use of the road, and those only. 

2648. Is not the road principally useful to those who reside in its neighbourhood, 
and who, urider all circumstances, would have to pay this assessment ? — They only 
pay in a different shape, under a different head. 

2649. Previous to making this recommendation to the Committee, are you pre- 
pared to assure them that you have considered this question in all its bearings, as to 
the present mode of repairing roads, compared with that which you have now recom- 
mended ? — Yes, it is the result of my best opinion after 25 years’ experience. I do 
not believe that any person has had so much experience of grand juries and turn- 
pike roads in Ireland as I have, and 1 believe there are few persons who have had 
such ample opportunity of judging of the comparative systems. I had 200 miles of 
road to keep in repair, and I kept accounts with all the persons employed on those 
roa s. I attended, as I before mentioned, the assizes, on some occasions, of seven 
counties, twice a year. 

2650. In consequence of there being no general system for the repair of roads, 
you weie obliged, at your own expense, for the purpose of running your coaches, to 

eep separate accounts with various individuals in different counties on a line of 200 
'*11 case, and much to the neglect of my own business necessarily, 

I describT” ^ carried on unless I had devoted myself in the manner 

2651. Then if an individual, having various other employments to attend to, 
wu manage 200 miles of road under the disadvantages which you experienced, it 
must be doubly easy for a Board properly constituted, under a proper system, to 

manage 
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manage any number of miles of road placed under its care ? — Yes, having compe- 
tent professional assistants. 

2652. Are the Committee to understand, from your recommendation of placing 
the roads in Ireland under a Board, that you mean to convey all the roads of Ire- 
land, or only the roads on which there is considerable intercourse between (owns? — ■ 
All roads that would support a turnpike. 

The number of roads in Ireland which would support a turnpike must be 
very small, compared with the number of roads existing in the country ? — Most of 
the roads, except very remote and by-roads, could, in my opinion, support turn- 
pikes ; for although their revenue might be small, the wear and tear would be pro- 
portionally so. I'hose that could not support turnpikes might be repaired by parish 
assessment as in England. 

2654. You stated, in your previous Examination, that you were well acquainted 
with the Mullingar Road? — I am. 

2655. It appears, by the Return which has been made, that there is an old debt, 
amounting to 15,000/., upon that road; can you state to the Committee how the 
debt was incurred, or how that money was applied?--! have no knowledge, nor 
have I heard otherwise than that there were' outstanding debentures long^ before 
I had any acquaintance with that road. 

2656. It appears by several Acts which have passed for the road, that the tolls 
were increased in order to pay off this debt ; can you give any reason why, it has not 
been ])aid? — All the Acts which are alluded to, were before 1 had any concern in 
the road, and I have no knowledge whatever of the transaction. 

2657. As a trustee of the road, do you think it your duty to make provision by 
a sinking fund for the payment of that debt? — As a trustee of the road, 1 have 
devoted myself more particularly to the repair and improvement of its surface, 
and I have not applied myself to much of its other details. 

2658. Do you know, from your experience as trustee, whether any members of that 
Board have ever applied themselves to the management of the finance of the Trust, with 
reference to the provisions of the Act of Parliament under which they act? — Imme- 
diately after the resumption of the road by the trustees, a Committee was appointed to 
investigate its accounts, and this Committee was subsequently relieved by auditors 
appointed to examine into the receipts and disbursements of the road. 

2659. Can you state to the Committee the circumstances under which Messrs. 
Anderson & Webb got the monopoly of that road ? — They were coach proprietors 
on that road ; it was out of repair, and they advanced money to put it into repair, 
and an Act of Parliament was passed empowering the commissioners to lease to them. 

2660. Did Messrs. Anderson & Webb continue the monopolists of that road till 
the expiration of the lease? — No. 

2661. Will you state the circumstances under which they were evicted? — There 
was an action brought against them by the trustees for breach of covenant, and 
a verdict obtained fur 1,500 /., as being the amount that would be requisite to put 
the road into proper state. 

2662. Was the aw'ard of the jury of 1,500/. ever paid by Messrs. Anderson 8c 
Webb to the trustees of the road ? — It was not ; the lessees offered to surrender 
their lease, conditioning that they should not be required to expend that 1,500/. 
on the road ; and it was considered belter by the commissioners to accept of such 
surrender, than to incur the probable expense of future litigation. 

2663. Is there any clause in the Act empowering the trustees to make suck 
a compromise? — Not that I am aware of. 

2664. Do you think that the act of the trustees was an illegal act, and that 
Messrs. Anderson & Webb are still liable to that amount? — I am not aware that it 
is ail illegal act, but it was an act in the expediency of which I entirely concurred. 

2665. Were you a trustee of the road at that time? — I was. 

266G. Were Messrs. Anderson & Webb in such circumstances that the money 
could have been levied off them, or they be obliged to expend it on the road? — 
I do not believe that the bond, that they were said to have passed for the fulfilment 
of the contract, was forthcoming, and therefore that the penalty could not have been 
obtained. 

2667. Was not that bond registered? — I do not know. 

2668. In whose hands was that bond placed at the period that the trustees gave 
the lease to Messrs. Anderson & Webb? — I was not in Ireland at the time, and 
I am totally ignorant of the circumstances. 

645. D 3 2669. Have 
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266a Have you ever heard to whose care that bond was committed ?— I under- 
stand to the best of mv remembrance, that it was not forthcoming, and that is all 
I recollect upon the snbject ; it is a good many years ago. 

2670 In consequence of the mismanagement of the trustees or ot some persons 
on that occasion, the sum of 1,500/. has been lost to the public ?~The 1,500/. 
which had been awarded by the verdict of a jury, would not have been paid into the 
hands of the trustees, but was to have been expended on the roads. The commis- 
sioners imagined that they would, most likely, have occasion to re-sort to law again 
in order to compel Messrs. Anderson & Webb to perform their duty, and they thought 
it better to take the road away from them, and not to require the expenditure of 
1 500/., which was a condition of the surrender; and they considered that the 
interest’ which Messrs. Anderson & Webb possessed in the road, and which was 
thus surrendered to the public, was equivalent to the 1,500/. in question. 

2671. Has any money been advanced to this road under the 45th of George the 
Third, commonly known as the Post Uoad Act?— Yes ; a sum was advanced for 
making the road at Capper Hill. 

2672. What sum of money was advanced for that purpose? — ihree thousand one 
hundred and ninety-three pounds, nine shillings and a pemiy.^ 

267'^ On what distance of road was that sum expended ?— I think about three 
Irish miles, or probably something more. 

2674. In what way was that sum expended?— In forming, fencing and making 
the road, and making the footpaths. 

2675. Was not the ground purchased and the fencing done at the expense of the 
county of Kildare? — The ground was purchased, but I believe the fencing was not 
made at the expense of the county. 

2676. Can you state to the Committee the sura of money paid by the county, of 
Kildare for the purchase of that ground ? — No, I have no remembrance. 

2677. appears from your statement, that the mere forming and metalling of the 
road amounted to upwards of 1,000/. per mile? — Yes. 

2678. Have you ever beard it complained of that the expenditure upon that line 
of new road was extravagant r — N o, I never have ; the materials were not of a good 
quality, and a large quantity was made use of ; the cutting necessary to the formation 
was also considerable, and for a long time after the road was opened a farther 
considerable supply of materials was requisite before it became consolidated. 

2679. In the Return made to this Committee of the expenses incurred by the 
Mullingar Trust in the year 1829, there is an item of 82/. 1 1 a-. 3 d. for law costs; 
can you explain to the Committee how those costs were incurred ? — I know nothing 
at all about it ; I was not in the country at the time. 

2680. There is a charge of 67/. 13 a. i ^/. as sundries; can you state how that 
was incurred ? — I have no knowledge whatever upon it ; I merely applied myself 
to one object. 

2681. You must know, as a trustee, to whom the sum of 80/. a year is paid for 
rents ? — I do not know exactly the appropriation of that sum, but I know that a 
sum is paid as rent of a gravel-pit near Chapelizod Gate. 

2682. To the amount of 80/.? — I do not know the exact appropriation of that 
sum, but I do not know of any other rent for land ; it is very possible that the 
remainder may be rents of toll-houses. 

2683. From your experience as a trustee, can you state to the Committee how 
the expense of 52/. 2 a. 6d . could have been incurred, in the year 1829, for printing 
and advertisements? — I never applied myself to matters of that kind, and I can 
give no information upon the subject. 

2684. Do you conceive that the trustees of that road are obliged to make and 
keep in repair the footpaths? — I am not aware that the commissioners are bound 
to make and repair the footpaths. 



2685. Are you aware that there is scarcely any footpath on that line of road for 
38 miles? — There is a good deal of footpath along the line in different places. 

2686. Is there a footpath from the town of Kilcock to the town of Mullingar, a 
distance of 24 miles? — For about three miles within that district adjoining the new 
road there is a footpath, 

2687. If the trustees felt themselves obliged to make a footpath on the new road, 
does it not show that they are also obliged to make it on the other parts of the 
road r — Ihe footpath adjoining the new road was made in conformity with the 
estimate sent in by the Post-office surveyor, who surveyed and laid out that line. 

^ ^ 2688, Do 
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2688. Do the trustees of this road attend more carefully to its management than Richard Bourne, 
the trustees of other roads you are acquainted with in Ireland ? — Many of them 

do. 

2689. Then if such circumstances could have occurred upon a road where the *^1832*^’ 

trustees are so respectable and so attentive, does it not go to prove that trustees iq 

general are quite unfit for the management of public roads ? — •Whatever may be the 
dispo.sition of the trustees to forward the improvement of the road, they still must 
be limited in their expenditure by the funds of the road. 

2690. Do you conceive that if the funds of the road were managed by a general 
Board, more money would be applicable to the repairs of the road than under the 
present system ?~I think there would. 

2691. Can you state to the Committee the circumstances under which the trus- 
tees of this road attempted to exact an extra toll for carts drawing manure? — I was- 
not in Ireland at the time, and I know nothing of the circumstance. 

2692. Are you aware that a very heavy expense was incurred by the trustees in 
carrying on a suit against the toll-payers, in which suit they were defeated ?— I have 
heard so, and I believe it. 

2693. Have you heard that when they were defeated at law, they served notice • ' 

pf an application for a Bill to Parliament to increase the toll, which they were after- 
wards induced to abandon? — To modify the toll, as I understood. 

2694. Did you, as a trustee, approve of the conduct of the other trustees on 
that occasion? — Not on the occasion of the application to Parliament. 

2695. Did you conceive them right in endeavouring to exact that increased loll 
upon carts? — I was not able to judge upon that particular case; I thouglU that 
the intention was to have obtained a higher toll upon some vehicles going upon the 
road, and I did not conceive it expedient to do so. I was also aware that the 
application for a new Bill in Parliament would have been attended with very heavy 
expense. 

2696. Do not you conceive that one of the objections to the turnpike system in 
Ireland is the enormous expense of procuring Turnpike Bills ? — Yes. 

2697. Would you approve of a general Bill applicable to all the leading roads in 
Ireland under a Board in Dublin? — Assuredly. 

2fig8. Do you know whether there is any other road under the care of the 
Mullingar Trust, besides that in the straight line leading from Dublin to Mullingar? 

—Yes, from Inchicore to Chapelizod. 

2699. Have any complaints been made to the trustees of the Mullingar Road, 
of the very bad state of that road from Inchicore to Chapelizod? — I recollect 
formerly that complaints of that description were made. 

2700. Have you heard that complaints have been made to this Committee of 
the neglect of the trustees of that road ? — No, not of that part in particular. 

270 1 . It has been stated in Evidence before this Committee, that a toll is charged 
for travelling a few hundred yards of that road, the same snm as if the person 
paying had travelled six miles of the Mullingar Road ? — I believe that is the case ; 
if a pei'son living on one side of the gate, and wanting to go to the other side of it, 
you might say it was only three yards off, and he would have to pass through the 
gate and be liable to the toll ; but the gate in question vvill pick a passenger up 
irom Dublin who travels little more than half a mile of the road. 

2702. Do you know that the trustees established an extra gate on their road 
during the fair at Palmerstown, and that they are not authorized by Act of 
Parliament to do so? — I understand that such is the practice, and I understand 
that they are authorized by the Act to do so. 

2703. Do you know how many pay-gates they are authorized to erect by the 
Act? — Only thi-ec; there arc three divisions, but they are not limited as to the 
number of sidegates. 

2704. Do you think it fair in principle that a sidegate should be placed upon 
the road within a few hundred yards of a fair green, by which persons going to 
travel upon the county roads, for which they paid grand jury cess, should be obliged 
to pay to the funds of a Turnpike Trust for the road of which they made little 
or no use ? — There is a clause in the Act which prohibits the intei-ruption of inter- 
course of one county road crossing the turnpike road at a nearer distance than forty 
perches. 

2705. Are not sidegates much complained of in Ireland, as far as your know- 
ledge goes ? — They are doubtless complained of, but many of them are indispensable 
to the preservation of the road. 

• 645. D D4 270G. Is 
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2706. Is not the effect of the sidegates to make persons who pay for the county 
roads, and who derive no benefit from the funds of the Trust, pay for the repairs 
of the turnpike roads?— The object of those sidegates is, to protect the turnpike 
road from being worn by persons who do not contribute towards its repair, without 
reference at all to the county roads. 

2707. May not an individual travel a few perches only on a turnpike road, and 
the same individual travel some miles on the county road, yet the toll which he 
pays at the sidegalc entering on the turnpike road, goes exclusively to the repair 
of the turnpike road?— Such may be the case, but if exemption from toll was to 
be conceded to persons alleging that they had travelled, or were about to travel, 
only a given distance on the turnpike road, there would be but little toll collected. 

2708. Do you believe that if the system of turnpikes were more generally 
extended, the complaints arising from sidegates would be in a great measure done 
away with? — Certainly 1 think so. 

Francis William Green, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

FranmW.Grttn, 2709. ARE you a trustee of the Blessington Road ? — Yes. 

2710. How many years is it since the Act for that road was obtained? — Three 
years ; but it is nearly twenty years since the first presentment was made of that 
road in the county of Wicklow. 

2711. What is the name of the Act? — The 10th of Geo. IV. 

2712. By whom was this Act applied for?— The county of Dublin grand juiy 
made it a condition of granting presentment for the old road, and I have here the 
statement of the Wicklow grand jury, signed by the foreman, acquiescing in the 
wish of the county of Dublin grand jury to put a turnpike upon that road. 

2713. Who Mas the agent employed for procuring that Act of Parliament?— 
Mr. Crosier, the Marquis of Downshire’s agent. 

2714. What was the expense of obtaining that Act? — We have paid, including 
interest up to the time of payment, 1,046/. 

2715. Can you give to the Committee any detail of the expense of that Act, 
and the different items, amounting together to 1,046/.? — I do not know’ the differ* 
ent items ; but the Committee of the House of Commons, before whom that Act 
was, conceiving that a different line would be more useful tlian the line laid down 
in the maps, sent over a surveyor to make a survey of a new line, which, I suppose, 
added considerably to the expense. 

2716. Are you sure that that formed one of the items of the expense of the Act 
of Parliament ? — I am ; lam sure that that is included in the 1 ,046 /. 

2717. Do you know by whom the Act was drawn up ? — No. 

2718. Have you found any inconvenience, as a trustee, from the imperfect manner 
in which the Act has been drawn up ? — We have ; there was a clause that appears 
to be introduced into this Act that has made the greatest confusion possible. It is 
among the exceptions from tolls; it has been introduced thus ; “Nor for any 
“ person or persons, carriage or carriages, horse or horses conveying corn for the 
“ purpose of having the same ground in any of the manor mills.” Then they 
say that that has cut off the words “ not for sale ” that were applied to “ hay or 
“ corn in the straw, or potatoes.” The intention of all the other Acts that I have 
seen like this is, that hay and corn going to a farmer’s yard may be exempt; but 
here, by the introduction of that clause, they say they have severed the words “and 
“ not for sale,” and the people refuse paying toll for hay or potatoes going to the 
Dublin market. We have got the Attorney-General’s opinion, that, under the true 
construction of this Act, the trustees are entitled to this toil ; but, however, the people 
refuse to pay it, and there are now directions given to commence a suit in order to 
try the question. 

2719. Are the trustees of that road in the habit of publishing their accounts for 
the use of the public? — They have published them every year. The Act of Par* 
liament requires them to settle their accounts at the first meeting in July, and that 
has been done. I M’as one of their auditors last July, and the Statement of the 
Accounts has been printed in the book which I now hand in. 

\The Witness delivered hi the same.} 

2720. It has been stated in evidence before this Committee by one of the Wit* 
Jtcsses examined with respect to this road, that the accounts were not published 
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r^ularly, that he never heard of more than one instance in uhich they were pub- 
lished, that he sent to the town of Carlow to purchase the book which contained 
those accounts, that he could only get a portion of a copy, and that he had heard 
that the other copies had been bought up ? — That statement is erroneous ; there have 
been but two audits of the accounts; the Committee will find them both in that 
book, which is sold by the clerk of the road for the benefit of the road. 

2721. Does this book contain a debtor and creditor account of the Trust from 
the period of the passing of the Act up to the 1st of July 1831 ? — I think so; the 
Committee will see the first year’s account stated after the names of the trustees. 

2722. Can you assure the Committee, as one of the auditors of those accounts, 
that the account so published is a full and true account of the credits and debits of 
the Trust up to the date of its being so published ? — That of last year I can ; I was 
not auditor the first year. 

2723. Can you state whether the first year’s account as published is a true and 
full account of the receipt and expenditure? — I believe so, because it was audited 
by Mr. Charles Doyle, agent to Lord Aldborough, Mr. Orr, of Stratford-on-Slaney, 
and Mr. John Walker. 

2724. Have the sums due at the settling of the account for materials and labour 
been so given to the public as to show how the funds in fact stood at the time of 
settlement, or were those debts omitted? — The heads have been published, and 
any person calling on the clerk of the road can have reference to tlic books, where 
alfthe items are inserted ; the printed account is.tlie totals of each of those item.s. 

2725. At the period of jiublishing the accounts, is there a statement made of 
the amount of debts of the Trust for materials supplied up to that time? — No, 

I think not; 1 have brought with me an account of all the materials ordered for 
the works that have been done in the past year. 

2726. This shows the materials contracted for and delivered, but it does not 
show the dates of payment for those materials? — Orders for them are made upon 
the treasurer according as he has funds in his hands. 

2727. Has it ever so happened that a person applying for payment of materials 
delivered has received an order upon the treasurer, that the treasurer, either having 
lio funds or stating that he had no funds, has not paid those orders, and that those 
orders have been issued as money, that person so issuing them for provisions paying 
a discount upon them? — As to any discount paid, 1 know nothing about it; as to 
the orders, they are drawn like bills, the treasurer furnishing his account at the 
meetings, and calculating when he will be in cash, and the dates of payment are 
made according to that Return. 

2728. Then in fact the Trust is always in debt to those who are employed under 
it? — The Trust has ahvays been in debt from its commencement. 

2729. Do you not believe that theTrust must pay much larger sums for materials 
when they pass orders for payment than when they pay ready money? — We have 
always been of that opinion, and have desired and exerted ourselves as much as 
possible to procure money for the payment of the debt itself. 

2730. How does it happen, in a Trust which you admit to be in debt for the 
materials of ihe road, and that debt constantly increasing, that the trustees of that 
road could recently have applied to Government for a loan of money ? — The facts 
are these ! Twenty years ago, a line for a mail-coach road was laid before the grand 
jury of the county of Wicklow, by order of the Post-masters General, and nearly 
1 7,000 /. was presented for that line on the faith of the county of Dublin and county of 
Kildare perfecting the communication between Dublin and the county of Carlow ; 
the county of Dublin refused their presentments, and so did the county ofKiklare; 
therefore, when the trustees began to act, the roads in those counties required an 
immense expenditure to complete that line in the counties of Dublin and Kildare. 

2731. Was not the road completed and travelled on by coaches previous to your 
application for a loan of money ?— No ; and I have here Mr. Urquharts Report 
to the Post-office, previous to applying for the Turnpike Act; it was not passable 
for coaches for the five miles between Dolphin s Darn and Tullaght at the time of 
passing the Turnpike Act, but was passable in the day-time for carriages, when the 
trustees determined to apply for money to the Commissioners. 

2732. What sum of money did you borrow from the time you got the Act of 
Parliament up to the ist of January 1832?— Two thousand pounds. 

2733. Have you not made an application for an additional sum of money since 
the I’st of January 1832 ?— -Yes, to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

645. E ‘2 734 - Then 
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Francis IV. Green, 2734. Then the 2,000 1 . which you borrowed previous to the 1 st of January 1 832 
Esq. did not put the road in such a state as to allow coaches to travel on it?-— Therp 

j was not one penny of the 2,000/. expended upon that road ; it went to pay law 

costs, wdth the expenses of the Act of Parliament, and to open the communication 
between Baltinglass and Carlow. 

2735 - What have the funds amounted to each year since the passintr of the 
Act? — Something about 1,700/. or 1,800/. a year. ° 

2736. Would not 1,700/. or 1,800/. a year be quite sufficient to keep that 
road in a proper state of repair, without your recent application to Governmentfor 
a loan of money? — I think if the road was put into a proper state of repair, that 
fund would be sufficient to keep it .so; but to make it fit for a mail-coach, the sum 
that we have applied for has been stated by our surveyor to be necessary’ 

3737 - .What is the length of that Trust?— The length, when the Trust is com- 
pleted, will be 47 miles ; it is at present upwards of 40. 



VeneriSf 15 ® die Junii, 1832 . 



R. MORE O'FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chair. 



Francis W. Green, 
Esq. 



15 June, 
1832. 



Francis William Greeny Esq., called in ; and further Examined. 

^ 73 ^' y ^’3 ®t^te to the Corhmittee the sum of money now due by the 

trustees of the Blessington Road, for materials furnislied to that road ? — The amount 
m the treasurer’s account, now before me, paid by him, is qt 2 1 . 5 6 ; the relura 

of materials IS 1,435 14s. id.; leaving a balance of 519/. 8s.‘ Td. on the twelfth 
May, to which time I see this account is made up. 

2739. ^ that money due to persons who supply materials 1 — I believe so. 

2740. How long has that nioney been due to them ?— I cannot exactly state how 

long, because the mode in which the payments are made is, that orders are at dif- 
ferent meetings given to the people, inclnding the whole of their claims, part to be 
paid in money with funds m the treasurer’s hands, and the remainder as money shall 
come in to him. ^ 

2741. So that, m fact, the Trust is always 500!. in debt for materials, is it not? 

will 11 because there are no materials laying on now; the materials 

hrit of October materials come into the account; that is, by the 

2742. Must ymi not incur a debt on the first of October again, for materials 
supplied then?— Yes, certainly. 

that, in point of fact, yon are always in debt for materials, are you 
not i I and that is the reason we want to borrow money, 
the of 2,ooof. was borrowed ; did you advertise in 

advI^H.eH r’’"" "’‘"“S 3 ’°“ of money ?— We first 

nhlicre 1 moDey at five per cent; none could be obtained ; and we were then 

Mr Hour *e pressing demands of the English solicitor, (I think 

“ anneTri ^ Ih f '^•'ioh I will read l-“ It 

“ of Ce® obtained to pay off the expenses of the Act 

“ he limli ve pCT cent., or even at six, unless the amount to be borrowed 

“ taken^m l’ Of'*«”5d, That 110 sum exceeding 3,000 i shall be borrowed or 
“ unless th ®.oooto on the tohs of this road, without the consent of the lenders, 

unless the said 3,000?. shall be paid off.” 

monev"^wirbl^^* that rule made on that occasion, when you found you could not get 
r?he o^r o? “i ” of ‘be trustees ?-It was mSe 

condition. ' ^ *° advance 500?. towards paying the English solicitor on that 

tfm7lfh?plymen”f-He1a ^ 

of costs'?-- .^bether it is usual for attornies to charge interest on bills 
If U was mid to M ‘ h ^“’■betoent, I think, allows it ; and he made an offer, that 
not able to set the eertam tme, he would relinquish the interest ; we were 
full amount.^ * bmi according to that offer, and he charged the 

2748. Whom 
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2748. Whom did you get this 2,000/. from? — There was 500/. from this lady 
that I mentioned ; I do not recollect her name. There was Mr. Crosier, who took 
debentures for his balance; Mr. Dargan took debentures for 200/. that was due 
to him, and that makes, I suppose, near 1,200/.; and the remainder was advanced 
by trustees for the purpose of opening the communication between Baltinglass and 
Carlow. 

2749. What was the debt to Mr. Crosier for? — For soliciting the Act of Parlia- 
ment, and 83/. a bill of costs. 

2750. What was the 83/. bill of costs for? — I really do not know. 

2751. Who was the 83/. paid to? — If paid, it was paid to Mr. Crosier; but 
the order made by the trustees, at the recommendation of the Recorder, who is 
one of them, was, that the bill should be taxed, and then paid to the agents ; 
whether they have ever been taxed I do not know. 

2752. What was the whole sum paid to Mr. Crosier, including the 83/. for the 
bill of costs? — I do not know ; the treasurer has of course, I suppose, those bills. 

2753. What was the 200/. paid to Mr. Dargan for? — For the surveys and 
his attending here before the Committee, and for his attendance on the surveys ; 
and he was sent over by that Committee to make a second survey. I particu- 
larly recollect Mr. Dargan ’s bill of costs, because there was an investigation on the 
subject. 

2754. What did beget for the second survey he made? — The whole was included 
jn the 200/. 

2755. You stated in your Evidence of yesterday, the reason why the Act of 
Parliament cost 1 ,000 L was because the expense of the second survey was included 
in it; so that, by this statement, would it not appear that Mr. Dargan was paid 
twice? — lie was paid the 200/., and that is included in the 1,046/. 

2756. Then how was the other 1,000/. expended; there was 2,000/. borrowed ; 
how was the second 1,000/- expended? — There is 400/. of the second 1,000/. 
given credit for in this account of the treasurer’s, and which is not yet settled ; if 
the Committee will refer to the Account I produced ye.sterday, the amount is stated 
particularly in it. It gives a statement of the money borrowed on debentures ; it 
gives the statement of the 1,046 /. paid for a bill of costs, and 83/., I think it is, as 
■far as I can state, from the figures. 

• 2757. You stated the money borrowed was 2,000/. ; you account for the expen- 
diture of 1,046/. in the Act of Parliament, including surveys and expenses; will 
you now account to the Committee for how the balance between 1,046/. and 2,000/. 
was expended ? — There was 542/. ^s. 2 I d. expended in the county of Kildare to 
open the communication between Baltinglass and Castle Dermot; and the last 400/. 
forms an item in the treasurer's account, which is to be audited next July. 

2758. Then, if the treasurer has 400/. in his hands, how does it happen there 
should be 500 /. due to the labourers? — There is nothing due to the labourers; the 
money due for materials appears on the Return of the clerk ; but the treasurer has 
•not the 400/. in his hands ; he has given credit for that 400/., which appears in the 
account not yet audited. 

2759. Can you state, as a trustee, how that money has been spent?— Chiefly 
spent in the opening the communication between Baltinglass and Castle Dermot; 
for the object of the' trustees was to expend the tolls on the road between Dublin 
and Baltinglass, and to appropriate the money borrowed on debentures to the open- 
ing the communication from Baltinglass to Castle Dermot, through the county of 
Kildare. 

2760. You stated in a former answer, that the communication wds opened at 
a sum of 500/.?—! did not; I stated there was a sum of 542/. 7^. 2 expended 
on the 1st of July last, when the year’s account was settled, towards opening that 
communication ; but the communication was not opened for that sum. 

2761. Are coaches travelling on it at present?— It is travelled on at present. 

2762. If coaches travel on a road, is not that a proof that the communication is 
opened? — No public coaches travel on it. 

2763. Do vehicles of any kind travel on it?— I believe cars do. It is sufficiently 
opened now ; but almost a year has passed since this account was audited. 

27G4. Was the 2,000/. borrowed for any specific object by the trustees, setting 
forth the object on which it was to he expended, or was it borrowed merely to be 
put into the hands of the trea.siirer to lay out as to him seemed best? — The object 
of the trustees for borrowing the money was for the purpose of paying the law 
expenses and opening the communication between Baltinglass and Castle Dermot. 

. 645. li E 2 2765. Have 
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Francit JV. Gretny 2765. Have you not since borrowed 400/. ? — ^Yes. 

2766. From whom did you borrow that 400^.? — From General Saunders. 

2767. Was he one of the trustees ? — Yes. 

276k At what interest? — Six per cent. 

2765. Was it advertised in the public papers that you wanted the sum of 400/.? 
— It was advertised, I believe. 

2770. In what paper? — I believe in a Carlow paper and Dublin paper; it M’as 
necessary, to make it lep;al, that it should be advertised. 

2771. Do you know the periods of those advertisements? — Immediately after the 
meeting in October last, because fourteen days’ notice was necessary to be given, 

' and General Saunders, as a matter of favour, (as Lord Aldborough had advanced 
500/. for the purpose of opening the communication) said he would advance 400?. 
to finish the work. 

2772. Do you conceive it to be a matter of favour for a man lending money on 
good security at six per cent.? — Turnpike debentures are not reckoned in the 
market as good security, and we found it impossible to get money, except as a 
matter of favour. 

2773. 1^0 not.you conceive, that the reason tlmt your debentures are not favour- 
ably looked upon is the general impression on the public mind, that your affairs 
are very badly managed ? — I believe not. 

2774. In consequence of the advertisement in the public papers, were there no 

offers made to you? — There never was an offer made, but by that lady advancino’ 
the 500/. ° 

2775. It has been stated here by a Witness, and a trustee of that road, that he 
had not the least doubt that the sum of 2,oop^., or any other sum which the trustees 
might want, could have been obtained at a lower rate than six per cent., if the public 
had known of it, and that the security was exceedingly good r — It was advertised 
for, and no offer made by any person, but the ladv I have before mentioned. 

2776. Do you recollect that at a meeting of trustees, when this sum of 400/. 
was borrowed at six per cent., that Mr. Purcell refused to sign those debentures as 
a trustee, believing that the rate of interest was too high, and that the sum was 
not necessary to be borrowed ? — I have no recollection of Mr. Purcell refusing to 
sign the debentures on that account. I do not know that lie objected to sign the 
debentures ; but he mentioned that he thought money could be got at a lower rate 
of interest, and it was replied, that all the trustees wished was to get it as low as 
they could, .and to pay off the debentures, if any one would advance it, and that 
if he could get it, we would gladly accept it. 

2777. Mr. Purcell states in his Evidence, that at two meetings of trustees this 
question of borrowing 400/. was debated ; that at the first meeting of trustees 
several of the most respectable and influential gentlemen of Wicklow attended; 
among others the Member for the county ; and at that meeting it yvas carried by a 
majority, that the money should not be'borrowed, but that a meeting was subse- 
quently convened, not composed of the same trustees who attended the first 
meeting, and that at tlie subsequent meeting it was agreed to borrow the money; 
is that so ?— I believe that statement to be in part erroneous ; I think any such 
resolution is not to be found in the book ; and I have in my hand a copy of a reso- 

^^en twenty-one trustees attended the second meeting under the Trust, on 
the 7th of July 1829, and unanimously agreed that money should be borrowed for 
the purpose of completing the communication through the counties of Dublin and 
Kildare, according to the provisions of the Act of Parliament. 

2778. Do you recollect the reasons Mr. Purcell gave why that money should not 
be borrowed; in his Evidence, he states his reasons for opposing it were, that the 
lunds of the road produced nearly 2,000/. a year on less than 40 English miles, 
"w 1C 1 leit the trustees about 50 /. a mile for repairs; and he conceived that the sura 
was quite aniplo, knowing the facility of getting good materials along the whole line, 
and as he had known from experience, being engaged in other Trusts, that when they 
got m debt, the interest, as well as the large salaries that are paid to the officers, left 
Jittle or nothing for the support of the road ?— Mr. Purcell argued against the bor- 
rowing the monay ; and it was stated in reply to him, that the Act of Parliament 
contemplated the. borrowing of money, and in page 31 authorized the trustees to 
apply to the Commissioners under the 57th of George III. for “ the advance of 

money out of the Consolidated Fund.” It was also stated, that the road could 
never be kept in proper repair so cheap as when it was properly put in order; 
and It was stated, that the public lost 6,000/. a year by the road not bejng in proper 

repair. 
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repair. Mr. Purcell was' asked, whetlier, if the road was in proper repair, three 
horses would not do as much in his coach, with equal ease, as four then did, 
and he stated the fact to be so. It was then shown, that from the tolls collected 
on the road, the income derived by the carriers for the use of their horses was 
24)000/. a year, allowing' them io«. for ajourney for 36 miles ; and that if the 
road was put into proper repair, one-fourth of that w'ould be added to the income of 
the public, and instead of 24,000/. a year, they would be enabled to earn 30,000/. 
with the same labour of their horses ; and under those circumstances, only four 
persons voted with Mr. Purcell against the borrowing of money, in a meeting of 
seventeen trustees. 

2779* What class of persons are generally employed to supply materials ; are 
they the tenants or dependents of any of the trustees ? — I do not know of a tenant 
of any trustee in my neighbourhood being employed to provide materials. 

2780. When proposals are sent in to contract for the supply of materials, are you 
in the habit of opening those proposals previous to the meeting of the Board ? — 
On the last meeting only it was done, for the purpose of classifying the proposals 
to bring them under the cognizance of the trustees. 

2781. Who opened those proposals ? — They were opened by the clerk in the 
presence of Mr. Cumin and myself. 

2782. Do you think it fair, as an individual trustee, to sanction the opening of 
sealed proposals, which are to be submitted to the Board ? — It was suggested as 
expediting business ; for the time was generally found too short, and the contracts 
have always been given to the lowest bidders. 

2783. Do not you think that liable to great abuse ? — It might be liable to abuse, 
but I think less than in the hurry of a meeting ; for I know a case where an abuse 
was likely to have arisen, though the proposals were opened in the room, because a 
friend of the proposer was in the room, and the proposal was altered after it or 
others had been handed in ; and I moved that tlie consideration of it should be 
adjourned to Blessington, and with great difficulty carried that proposition, because 
the Wicklow gentlemen were at the assizes. 

2784. By whom was that proposal altered in the room ? — It was either a trustee 
or a person engaged with the trustee in a coach concern. Mr. Smith sent in the 
proposal, at whose house Mr. Purcell’s horses are fed ; Mr. Purcell himself was in 
the room, and Mr. Kilby, a partner of his. 

2785. Do you mean to convey to the Committee it was cither Mr. Purcell or 
Mr. Kilby who altered this proposal in favour of a dependent of theirs ? — I mean 
to say, that Mr. Kilby, I believe, altered the proposal, and it was urged on the 
trustees, by Mr. Purcell, to accept it. 

2786. Is Mr. Kilby a trustee ? — No. 

2787. Is he an officer of the trustees ? — No. 

2788. What business had lie in the room of the trustees ? — That I do not know ; 
but a resolution was immediately passed, that no. persons unconnected with the 
Trust should be suffered to be in the room except called in on business. 

2789. What is the amount paid on that road in salaries ? — Ten per cent, on the 
tolls. 

2790. How much does that amount to in the year? — To about 180/., sup- 
posing the tolls 1,800/. a year. 

2791. Was that always the sum paid for the salaries ?• — Not for the first year ; 
there was 1 00 /. paid to Mr. Dargan for executing two offices, those of sui'veyor and 
clerk, 50 /. each, and five per cent, to the treasurer. The amount here on an average 
of tliree years, for officers, is 185/. 156'. 8 d, Mr. Purcell has stated tliat, I believe, 
to the Commissioners in Dublin to be about 400 /. a year, but certainly more than 
double. 

2792. Was Mr. Dargan ever a contractor on that road ? — He was, 

2793. Was he a contractor during the time he was paid as your surveyor? — 
Never after the Turnpike Bill passed ; he was a contractor on the Wicklow part of 
this road, previous to the application for the Turnpike Act, to put it in order. 

2794. Was he the person who. reported to the Wicklow Grand Jury on the state 
of the road, before it came under the Turnpike Trust? — I believe not ; I have here, 
which I would wish to hand in, a Report on the state of that road, by Mr. Urquhart, 
under the orders of the Post-office, which was sent to us in July 1828. I think it 
of great importance to show the state of the Trust. 

645. 3 iNSrECTION, 
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15 June, 
1832'. 



Inspection, Report and State of Roai> in July 1828. 



SiB, General Post-office, July 8, 1828. 

I HAVE the honour to return Mr. Saunders’s letter, requesting, on the part of the Grand 
Jury of the county of Wicklow, that the new line of mail-coach road, through Blessington 
and’^Baltinglass, might be inspected with a view to its being ascertained wliclher it is now 
in fit slate for the establishment of a mail-coach j and as yoii desired, I have travelled the 
line, and now beg to state, that, in my opinion, although the greater part of it through 
(he county Wiciclosv be well formed ant! in very good order, yet the road, both through 
the counties of Dublin on one side, and Kildare and Carlowon tbe other, will require much 
and extensive im|irovement previously to the running of a mail-coach at a moderate rate 
of speed; and until great alteration is made, Ido not conceive that the proposition of 
placing a night mail-coach on the line can be entertained. I annex a Statement, showing 
more particularly the divisions of the line and tlie state of each. 

i have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(signed) P. Vrquharl. 



County Dublin: 
Dublin to Templeogue - 
Templeogue to Britas - 



Tlie next mile from Bilias 

From the termination of the new 
road to the bounds of die county 
Wicklow - - - _ 



3 - - in good order. 

5 - - tlie Road generally narrow, surface uneven and 
does not appear to have ever been well made, the 
ditches in many places open. 

1 - - is a new road, avokliiig the Glen of Saggard, 
and is i.i very good order. 



I - - an old, billy and extremely bad road. 



County Wicklow : 

From tbe bounds of the county 
Wicklow to Baltiuglass - - 19 



From Ballinglass by the new line, to 
the bounds of tbe county Kildare 1 

County Kildare : 

From tbe bounds of county Kildare 
to bounds of county Carlow - 5 



County Carlow : 

From the bounds of the county 
Carlow to Carlow - - I 



38 



- - this is a new line, and in very good order, ex- 
cept a part commencing about a quarter of a mile 
beyond Rusborough and extending about four 
miles, and which, from being covered with sandy 
gravel and soft materials, is heavy even at present. 

- - this is in good order, except about the last few 
perches, which appear in a neglected state, as 
well as a small part of the old road joining it. 



- - this new part of this line is totally out of re- 
pair, and tlie remainder of the road is old, and 
in many parts narrow, with steep hills and ditches 
open. 



- - this road is wider and more level ilian the 
county Kildare; and with very little expense, 
would be fit for a coach. 



There is a second road from Baltiuglass to Carlow by Brown’s Mill, and which line 
does not pass through any part of the county Kildare; it is longer than the other ; the part 
through the comity Wicklow, as also the three last miles into Carlow, are in tolerably good 
order ; but for a considerable distance the road is narrow, and in some places the ditclies 
open. 

(signed) P. Vrquliart. 

2795. What was the amount paid to Mr. Dargan per year from the time you 
obtained the Act of Parliament up to the time of his cea.sing to receive a salary? — 
One hundred pounds for the first year, being clerk as well as surveyor ; and he 
was entitled to only the four per cent, on the tolls afterwards as surveyor, when he 
ceased to act as clerk. 

2796. Did he perform any duty for the sum of 100/. a year? — He did the duty 
of both surveyor and clerk. 

2797* Have you known him to have been twice on the road, within the year 
that he received the 100/. ? — Oh yes, much oftener. 

2798. Was it not proposed at a meeting of the Board, that Mr. Dargan being 
of no use to the Board either as a clerk or as a surveyor, that his salary should be 
discontinued 1 In October last, Mr. Dargan came forward at a meeting at Blessing- 
ton, and stated that his occupations were so many that he did not think he dis- 
charged his duty as he ought on the road, and recommended that an overseer should 
be appointed to attend to the part of the road nearest Dublin ; and to save the Trust 

part 
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part of the expense, he offered to relinquish half of his salary, which salary then Francis W. C 
amounted, 1 think, to about 72/., leaving- himself about 36/. a year. After that Lsq. 



_ year. 

offer was accepted, Mr. Dargan mentioned to the trustees in Blessington, at that 
meeting in October, that he thought perhap.s it would be a better way to pay him 
for any time he should be employed, and for him to give up the whole of Jiis 
salary; that was in October; in November Mr. Purcell, for the first time for 
a year and a half, attended a meeting in Baltinglass, which meeting was called for • 
the purpose of preparing a memorial to the Commissioners, for advancing money 
from the Consolidated Fund. At that meeting Mr. Purcell gave notice'^ that he • 
should, at the next, move for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor. At the 
next mcetmg it was shown from the Act of Parliament, that that officer could not • 
be discontinued ; that it was necessary by the Act to have a surveyor ; and it was 
mentioned that Mr. Dargan had proposed to relinquish the whole of his salary, 
and to be paid for his time if the trustees preferred it. Then, at Mr. Purcell’s 
recommendation, he was directed to act for the future according to that proposal, 
giving up the 36/. a year salary, and to be paid for any time he should be 
employed; and Mr. Purcell and Mr. William Brownrigg, the agent of Mr. Latouche, 
were added to the auditors to settle the accounts for the July meeting. 

2799. How often have you known Mr. Dargan to do duty on that road, during 
the time he received the salary of 100/. a year, or can you state to the Committee 
that he did any duty at all?— I am confident during that year he was extremely 
active on the road, making estimates, measuring for the cutting down of hills, and 
laying out the work for the contractors ; it was only in the last few months that 
Mr. Dargan’s occupation prevented him discharging the duty regularly. 

2800. How is the road repaired at present; is it a contract by the mile or 
perch ?— Neither ; in the county Kildare it is contracted by the perch, as an 
experiment on Mr. Purcell’s recommendation to try by contract; contracts were 
advertised for, and Mr. Purcell himself admitted that they wmre too high. It was 
then proposed to Mr. Purcell for his coach company to become the contractors 
for the road, and to receive 30/. a mile, if he would only make it fit for a mail- 
coach ; that was declined. 

•280]. Does it not cost you at present more than 30/. a mile ? — 1 am sure it 
does ; the county of Dublin costs us, I dare say, double that. I have a Statement 
here of what has been laid out in the county of Dublin and the county of Wicklow ; 
and in the county of Dublin it is double what it is in the county of W^icklow. 
This is the Account, — the Witness proceeded to read as follows i\ 

DUBLIN AND CARLOW ROAD. 

Average. INCOME. 

A45 per mile, on 40 miles - £. i,8oo per ann. 

10 - ditto, required to pay interest, officers and contingencies - 400 



^•35 - ditto, for repairing the road - 



£. 1,400 



' Comity of Dublin. 


£, S. 


d. 


42 10 


10 


17 - 


- 


•£•59 10 


10 


44 - 


. 


£.103 10 


10 



Expenditure. 

From July 1830 to July 1831. 

- - - For materials only per mile - - - 

- - - For labour and building - _ h - 

- - - per mile for 1 year - - - £. 

N.B. — 11 miles in county of Dublin; 24 miles in Wicklow., 

Expenses from July 1831 to February 1832. 

- - - per mile, for materials only - - - - 

I 

{ Total for 1 year’s labour and 19 months’ ma -11 
terials, per mile _ - - - 



Comity o{ Wicklow. 

£. s. d. 
iG 10 8 
6 10 - 



£-50 15 8 



* Might be added to Income, if the penny allowed to cars! « 
and drays was collected ----- -j * 
From the coaches, if they paid for every change of horses,") 

as could be enforced by the Act of Parliament - -J 4 °^ 



15 June, 
183Q, 



C45. 



N. B . — One of the coaches has since stopped. 
, E E 4 



2802. Then, 
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minutes of evidence taken before 



Francis Green 28o2. Then, if it cost the trustees more than double 30/. a mile, bow could yo« 
Esq. ’ expect any one to become a contractor for 30/. r — That was only in the county of 

Dublin Mr. Purcell was urging, that part of the road from Kilcullen to Carlow 

15 JuDc, kept in repair for 1 2 a mile ; but that was stated to be a road that had con- 

tinned for a century, and therefore quite different from a new road like ours. 

2803. Did you conceive the public generally are satisfied with the manner in 
which the Blessington Road is managed ? — Very likely not, for the funds have not 
been sufficient to keep the road as it ought to be kept, after the great outlay that 
was obliged to be expended in the county of Dublin. 

2804. You have stated, none of the parties employed on the road are connected 
with the trustees ? — In my neighbourhood, I said. 

2805. Is there a person of the name of Wilson employed on the road ? — Yes. 

2806. Is he connected with any of the trustees ? — No; his landlord, Mr. Robert 
Saunders, has been on the Continent for several years, and never qualified as a 
trustee. 

2807. By referring to the accounts, can you ascertain the sum charged for ma- 
terials for a given number of miles, during the three winter months, up to January 
last? — The sum charged for materials, on the average, is about ij. 6 d. a ton for 
broken stone ; some parts of the road -require more, some less; and that can be 
ascertained by a reference to the clerk’s Return. 

2808. Do you believe, from your knowledge of that road, that the quantity was 
delivered as charged ? — I do, because the overseer is to verify on oath ; and by a 
late regulation, the contractors are also to swear to the quantity that they have 
put out. 

2809. From the Return it would appear that the quantity of materials is quite 
sufficient to make a good road, if they were supplied ; how does it happen that the 
road is in so very bad a state ? — The road, when I travelled on it last, was in an 
excellent state ; but during the winter, in the parts of the road that had not been 
made many years, the materials sank down into it, and by that means it rutted. It 
is quite different to keep a road in repair that has been long travelled on, and one 
where there has not been a heavy traffic for a number of years. 

2810. Can you state if Mr. Dargan directed the application of the materials at 
any time, or gave instructions to the workmen how they were to perform their duty ? 
— I believe he did. 

2811. You are a resident on that road ; have you any actual knowledge of any 
duty performed in that way by Mr. Dargan? — Certainly, frequent duty, until 
Mr. De Renzy was appointed as overseer. 

2812. What other office does Mr. De Renzy hold, besides overseer?— He is 
clerk. 

281 3. Do you conceive that a gentleman, formerly an officer in the army, is a 
competent person to be an overseer and director of the repairs of a road ?— 
Captain De Renzy was, previously to coming there, employed in the mines of the 
county of Wicklow, by which I should suppose he must have got a knowledge of 
the different kinds of stone and materials to be used. We pay him but three per 
cent, as an overseer, and two per cent, as a clerk, making five per cent, on the 
whole. He measures all the materials ; after inspecting the road, he makes a 
Return every fortnight to the treasurer of the men employed. Those on the Dublin 
end of the road are superintended by a respectable working overseer, and he, 
Captain De Renzy, keeps the accounts, and acts, as directed by the Act of Parlia- 
ment, as a check on the treasurer; and from having been in the army and employed 
in the mines, I should think him competent for that duty. 

2814. Do you think a person being in the array and employed in the mines, 
must necessarily be a road-maker ; and that you cannot procure for the same 
money a professional person, brought up in the management of roads ?— We bad 
Mr. Dargan as our surveyor ; the duties of which have been defined in our printed 
book ; and the qualifications necessary for a surveyor also defined, for the purpose 
of preventing ithproper persons being put into the office. 

281 5. Are you of opinion that 40 /. per mile on that road is sufficient to keep it 
in perfect repair ? — My opinion is, that if the road was once in a proper state, that 
40 /. a mile would be sufficient for it ; but the tolls do not amount to that, ii you 
deduct what is paid to the officers, and for interest and law. I believe it is about 
35 1. a mile ; then there is the expense beside of all the bridges, and all the walls 
that are injured ; all those things are to be paid for out of the tolls, as well as the 
mere act ol keeping the- road- in -repair, 

2816. Do 
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2816. Do not you know, as a grand juror, that walls of bridges on turnpike Fnmcis K' Green 

roads are repaired and built at the expense of the county ? — I know we have never Ksq', 

been able to get a presentment from the county of Dublin for them, and that we 

have been obliged to repair the bridges in the county of Dublin. '5 J«ub, 

2817. Do not you know, as a grand juror, that, bylaw, the grand jury is bound 

to repair and build bridges on turnpike roads ?— I am not aware that they are, un- 
less the tolls are insufficient. ’ 

2818. Then does it not appear the trustees of this road, from being ignorant of 
the law obliging counties to repair bridges on turnpike roads, have been obliged to 
expend the funds of the Trust in that way ?— They have expended between 50 1. 
and 60/. in making protecting walls to bridges in the county of Dublin. 

2819. Within what time? — Since the passing of the Act. 

2820. Was any sum expended in Wicklow on bridges or walls?— Twenty-five 
pounds was expended on a protecting wall at Poolapuca, out of a sum of 1 13/., 
which was a balance in the treasurer’s hands of the county of Wicklow on the Poola 
puca account, and handed over by him to the treasurer of the turnpike road, and 
which is given credit for in the account. 

2821. What is the state of the road in the county of Dublin within 10 or 1 1 
miles of the city? — The surface for the breadth is in good order, but many parts 
of the road narrow, and, as you will see from Mr. Urquhart’s Report, impassable 
for a night-coach by having the ditches open. 

2822. Is there not an Act of Parliament for raising a house-tax for the improve- 
ment and repairs of that part of the road, commonly known by the name of 
Mr. Shaw’s Act? — There was an Act in the county of Dublin imposing a house- 
tax, which we made use of as an argument with the county of Dublin grand jury 
to induce them to put our road in proper repair before we applied for a turnpike ; 
but which they did not do, although waited on by committees from the county of 
Wicklow and county of Carlow grand juries. 

2823. Are you aware that the house-tax is now levied off that portion of the 
county of Dublin adjoining the Blessington Road, and that the inhabitants are also 
charged turnpike ? — I am ; an application was made to the trustees by the inhabit- 
ants of that district, and we proposed to them at once, that if the grand jury would 
hand over to us the house-tax, we would allow every one of them to compound for 
a trifle for their tolls ; in fact, that we would accept of the house-tax as a composi- 
tion for the tolls from the inhabitants. 

2824. So that, although the house-tax was paid for the purpose of keeping up 
that road in common with others, there is not a shilling of it expended in main- 
taining that road? — There is no part of the house-tax paid to the fund of the 
trustees ; to whom it is paid I do not know. 

2825. Is it expended on the road? — JVo, we never could get the road repaired 
by the county of Dublin grand jury, although they ought conscientiously to have 
done it out of the house-tax ; and if they had done so, there probably never would 
have been an application for a turnpike. 

2826. Are you aware, that by a mistake in the Act called Mr. Shaw’s Act, the 
word “ and” being inserted instead of the word “ or,” there is a double house-tax 
levied on the barony through which this road passes ?— I am not aware of that ; but 
I believe that that Act exempts from the house-tax all houses to the w'est of tbeNaas 
Road, and I think it would be but fair, that the persons between the Blessington 
and Naas roads should also be exempted from the house-tax or tolls, which we 
offered to do if the house-tax was paid to us. 

2827. Do you conceive you would have redress at law against the grand jury of 
the county of Dublin for refusing to apply the money which they levy to the pur- 
poses for which it was enacted to be levied ? — I am not aware of that ; but the 
ouly presentments we were able to get from the county of Dublin grand jury to 
improve the line was when the Lord Lieutenant approved of the repair of our road 
as a public work, and granted us half the expense of erecting the bridge over Poola 
puca, and the approaches to it; then the county of Dublin made a presentment 
which they were obliged to do under the Act of Parliament ; they also presented 
the road round Tullaght Hill. 

2828. In your proposal to the county of Dublin to keep in repair the Blessington 
Road if the house-tax was handed over to you, did you specify you would also keep 
in repair the various roads within the barony for which the house-tax was intended, 
or did you only apply for a portion of it? — VVe made no proposal to the grand jury; 

It was the answer we gave to the persons who applied to us. 

645. F F 2820. Did 
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F sW Grttn '2.%2Q. Did you make an offer to the inhabitants of this line to take the repairs 
F^q. of the road if the grand jury gave you up the house-tax, and to allow them to pass 

free of toll? — Yes. t_ tn 

16 June, 2830. Did they say they paid the house-tax, to be applied to the Dublin part 

of the Blessington Road ?— They said they paid the house-tax, and complained of 

2831. When you applied lately to the Board of Public Works for a loan of 
money, was it the intention to apply the money to the repair of that part of the 
road in the county of Dublin?— Yes, and putting on an additional quantity of 
materials where it was necessary on the road in the county ot Wicklow ; we also 
added to that proposal, that if they would pay off our 2,000/. debt in debentures, 
to assign the tolls for the whole. 

2832. Do you think you would be justified, as trustees, in borrowing any sum of 
money to expend in the county of Dublin, until you bad ascertained, by legal 
opinion, whether the Trust was liable to that expenditure or not? — Surely the 
Trust must take the best means in their power to make the road passable from 
Dublin to Carlow. 

2833. If the grand jury of the county of Dublin is by law obliged to apply the 
house-tax to this purpose and has not done so, would you be justified in expending 
the money of the Trust in doing the work which the county of Dublin is bound by 
law to effect? — The question never was suggested, although the Recorder and 
Mr. Moore, the late Member for the city of Dublin, have frequently attended our 
meetings ; and I think, if I recollect right, one of them advocated the cause of 
those people who paid the house-tax. 

2834. How did he advocate their cause? — By bringing forward their memorial 
to the trustees. 

2835. It appears that one of the greatest difficulties to which the trustees have 
been subject, has been the repairing of the Dublin part of this road it has been 
stated by you that there is a house-tax, which ought to be applied to the 
repair of this road ; can you inform the Committee whether any application was 
made to have that house-tax appropriated to that object? — Never by the trustees. 
The trustees conceived that it was the duty of those who were interested to make 
the application, and they offered, if the application was acceded to, to take the 
house-tax in lieu of the tolls. 

2836. The Account of 1831, which has been published by the trustees, states 
the salaries to amount to 243/. 18 s. ; it would appear from your Evidence 
that they did not pay so much ; how do you account for that ? — It appears from 
the treasurer’s account, that the sum charged for officers in the former account 
was only 132/. Zd. 

2837. What former account ? — From June 1829 to July 1830. I presume (for 
it caught my attention before) that that was made up by the arrear that had been 
due to the officers at the time the other account was auJiited, viz. in July 1830. 

2838. Your accounts must be very badly kept, must they not, if you cannot show 
how the account stood at the different periods ; by this account it appears on the 
1st of July 1831, that for the year past the amount of salaries was 243/. i8^. id.; 
if there had been an arrear due from the former year, the salaries would have been 
stated in one sum, and the amount of arrears in another, would they not ? — The 
accounts are classed under the different heads that appear there ; the items are all 
stated in the book kept by the clerk ; and it is only the result of the total that has 
been published. 

2839. There is a charge in the account for 164/. 12^. for contingencies, 
including tradesmen’s bills ; what are those contingencies and those tradesmen’s 
bills? — That also struck me as a thing that ought to be inquired into, and I took 
from the book a note of the different items. 

l^Here the Witness stated the items to the Committeei\ 

^40. There is a charge of an attorney’s bill of costs ; how was that incurred? 
- Drawing the debentures, I suppose, formed a principal charge; it is 18/. : and 
laying a case before the Attorney-General for his opinion on the construction of 
the Act may have been another. 

1 yoii had any advance from the grand jury of Wicklow since you 

have had a tonpike? — A presentment of 12/. for repairing a bridge. 

, pn stated in evidence here, that the money borrowed to obtain 

e Act 01 Parliament and to improve the road, was borrowed at six per cent, interest ; 

the 
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the same person stated that he conceived it to have been in a great degree a job, 
and he would have been willing to lend the money at a less rate, and that he was 
convinced many persons were ready to come forward to do so ; is that the fact or 

jjQt? Mr. Purcell made something of a similar statement, saying we paid too 

much interest, and we asked him, could he get it for us for less interest, and we 
should be most happy to transfer the debentures and pay off the debts. They 
were advertised for, and we were obliged to bind ourselves not to borrow more 
than 3,000 or we could not get the money from any body. And we have cn*y 
received it as a compliment, except from the lady who advanced us 500/. to pay 
the English solicitor. 

2843. In the first instance was it advertised for? — Certainly, in the first 
instance, first at five and then at six per cent. 

2844. In the Book of Regulations for the management of this Trust which you 
have handed to the Committee, it is stated, “ No person shall be elected or put in 
“ nomination for the office of surveyor, that shall not previously produce to the 
“ trustees testimonials of his qualification and ability from some regular engineer 
‘‘ employed under Government or on some public work, and in particular that he 
“ be acquainted with the quality and relative value of the different materials for 
“ road-making, and the proper disposition and expense of labour ; that he under- 
“ stands levelling and mapping, of which he is to produce specimens ; and that 
“ he has been enTployed on some public work for at least one year ; he must also 
“ be master of arithmetic so as to be able to check and keep accounts, measure 
■“ solids, &c. : ” did Captain De Renzy present yog. any such testimonials? — Captain 
De Renzy is not the surveyor. 

2845. What is he? — He is clerk and overseer. That rule which has been just 
read, was adopted to prevent jobbing in the case of Dargau's resignation. It was 
to prevent gentlemen coming to a meeting and electing some friend of their own 
without proper qualifications. 

2846. Does not Mr. De Renzy now perform the duties which were formerly 
performed by Mr. Dargan?— Some of them ; he cannot perform them all, because 
there are certain duties required by the Act of Parliament to be performed by no 
person but the surveyor. 

2847. What are those duties ? — In page 8 of the Act of Parliament the duties 
of the clerk are set forth, and in the latter part a treasurer and the surveyor are 
required to be appointed, and in pages 13, 46, 47, 48, 50, 52 and 54, various 
duties are pointed out for the surveyor. 

2848. Have you any surveyor at present?— Dargan is our surveyor. 

2840. Does he perform any duty ?— Under the late regulations, when called on, 
he is to perform the duties, and to be paid for his time, having relinquished his 
salary. 

2850. The regulations of the Trust require that no contract shall be paid 
without a certificate from the surveyor; are you not in the habit of paying 
contracts without any certificate whatever ?— No ; there is always a certificate 
from the overseer. The Committee will see by a later regulation, that the overseer 
is empowered, in the absence of the surveyor, to do certain duties on the road ; 
but those are not the duties required by the Act of Parliament. 

285 1 . Then, in fact, Captain De Renzy now does the duties of the surveyor? — 

Many of them. , -t xt 

2852. Did he produce any testimonials ot capability?— No. 

2853. One of the regulations also states, that all notices necessary to be published 
in the newspaper, should be inserted in the Dublin Evening Post and Dublin 
Evening Packet ; have the accounts of the trustees ever been inserted in either of 

those papers? — I do not know. * t , 1, t i - 1 i 

2854. Do you believe they have, or have not? — I should rather think that no 
account has been published, except what has been published in the book. 

2855. Was this book printed for the public, or printed for the use of the 
trustees ?— It was printed to be sold to every person who would buy it. 

2856. It has been given in evidence, none of these books were sold; have you 
ever known an instance of any one being sold : Yes, many were. 

2857. It has been stated, that it was not necessary to have a surveyor at a salary 
of 100/ a year, and that inconsequence that person was discontinued on the 
representation of one of the trustees ; is that so ?— It is necessary by the Act of 
Parliament to have a surveyor, but not at any fixed salary ; the surveyor’s salary for 

645. F F 2 
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the first year, for doing the duty of the two offices, was 100/. a year, but it was 
reduced by his own offer in last October to 35/. or 36/. 

2858. Flow did it happen, that in the first instance a surveyor was employed at 
a fixed salary, and then not continued at that salary? — Because the trustees thought 
the best thing they could do to make the officers interested in the Trust, was to 
pay them a per centage which was not to exceed 100/. a year; so that the more 
the tolls produced, the more the officer got, and therefore he was personally 
interested. 

2859. Why is not that system now continued? — It is. 

2860. How does it then happen that Mr. Dargan’s salary is reduced from 100/, 
to 35/.? — He had 100/. for the two offices of surveyor and clerk for the first year- 
then Captain De Renzy was appointed the clerk as soon as the year expired, and 
Mr. Dargan only got four per cent, on the tolls as surveyor ; he never was paid 
lOoZ. a year as surveyor ; the four per cent, amounted to about 72 1., and he gave 
up half of that in October ; and he has now given up the whole of it to be paid 
only when employed ; this Mr. Purcell thought most beneficial. 

2861. Are you not obliged by the Act of Parliament to have a surveyor con- 
stantly employed ? — It is necessary to have a surveyor, and there are certain acts 
he must perform ; whenever those acts come to be necessary, we must employ the 
surveyor. 

2862. Then the trustees are only called on to employ a surveyor when they con- 
ceive the employment of a surveyor is essentially necessary ? — Yes ; Mr. Dargan 
made all the estimates and all the maps to be laid before the Commissioners for 
borrowing the money, without any payment but what he had received as salary. 

2863. Does that account for the large salaries which appear to have been paid 
at one particular period to the officers of the road ? — The whole amount of the sa- 
laries paid in three years was 557 ys. id, making an average of 185/. 15 j. 8d 

2864. How many miles of road are in the Trust? — Upwards of 40 at present; 
about 4I. 1 0 a mile for salaries. 

2865. How many officers were employed for that sum ?— A treasurer at five per 
cent., clerk, and overseer are the only officers that are now paid ; the clerk two 
per cent., and the overseer three per cent., making together five per cent. ; the 
whole amount of salary being 10/. per cent, on the receipts. 

2866. By your account the treasurer has nothing to do, for he never has any 
money in his hands?— He receives a monthly income from the lessees of the tolls 
and from the public carriages, which he pays out as fast as it comes in, I believe. 

2867. Do you not conceive that the surveyor is one of the most important officers 
on a road P — The chief duty, as I conceive, of the surveyor, is to lay out plans and 
to make inspections, and to see that the work is properly executed ; the overseers 
are to be constant inspectors. 

2868. Do you not think that it is absolutely necessary to have a professional 
person always there? — I think it is absolutely necessary to have a professional person 
to consult with. 

2869. You do not think it is necessary for constant attendance and inspection? 

At the beginning of the road I think it necessary; but when a road gets to 

a certain state, I should think it might be done by an inferior person, it being 
occasionally viewed by the professional man,; I do not think his constant attend- 
ance is necessary. 

2870. In the event of any alteration being proposed in the management of the 
turnpike roads in Ireland, would the trustees of the Blessington Road object to 
deliver up the management of that road to a Board of public commissioners ? — 
Instead of objecting, I believe they would be delighted to do so, because then they 
would obtain the only object for which a sum of upwards of 20,000 1 was expended, 
viz. to get a mail-coach road through the country; and I have consulted the 
Marquis of Downshire on the subject, and his Lordship agrees fully with me, and 
desired me to-say, that he was willing to come before the Committee, and to give 
evidence, if they wished to examine him, on the state of the road. 

^^ 7 ^* your opinion that the roads in Ireland would be more cheaply ma- 
naged and better constructed if under the management of a Board consisting of 
experienced engineers ? — 1 think the great leading roads in Ireland would be better 
managed under a Board. 
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William Hawker Bourne, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

2872. WHERE do you reside?— In Dublin. William Ti. 

2873. Are you the lessee and proprietor of the road from Naas to Limerick ?-^ E«l- 

I am a proprietor of coaches and the turnpike tolls on that road. 

2874. By what Act of Parliament do you conceive you have a monopoly of that 

road ? — The 33d of Geo. III., extended by the 38th of Geo. III. 1832. 

2875. By the 33d of Geo. III. you had a lease of that road for 30 years, and you 
got an extension of 20 years by the 38th? — Yes. 

2876. What equivalent did you give to the public for that extension of 20 years 
of a monopoly?— The grounds upon which the extension of 25 years was made 
is given in evidence to the Committee by Mr. William Taylor. The tenure by 
which the Limerick Road Company hold the tolls, and the management of that 
lino, had been the subject of much discussion, particularly in the Irish Parliament, 
as will appear to the Committee by the paper I deliver in ; and it was at length 
agreed to be given, by the friends of intercourse, as a bonus to induce Messrs. An- 
derson & Taylor to undertake the remainder of the line, that is to say, from Naas 
to Dublin, and also from Naas to Kilcullen; added to which I submit, that the 
admitted service rendered by the Limerick Road to the whole country, not only 
gave them a claim to such extension, but afforded a warranty to the public that 
they would be best served by persons whose interest was so much connected and 
identified with their own. In the year 1801 Mr. Anderson intimated to me, 
that he had made over his half share in the road to Major Taylor, and some time 
subsequent to 1805 he resumed and sold it to me for an annuity of 800/. per 
annum, which annuity he sold to the late Mr. Maxwell, of Cork; my late 
brother, Henry Bourne, having purchased Captain Taylor’s quarter share of, or 
interest in, the road, agreed to my resuming its management, and upon the faith 
of the extended term, under the Act of the 38th of Geo. III., consented to my 
making a new line between Nenagh and Kilmastulla ; to complete the line between 
the latter place and Limerick, for which the land and 220/. 7^. 2d. to make fences 
was granted by the county of Tipperary, and on which, as ha.s been already stated 
in my Return to this Committee, 1 expended upwards of 8,000/. I also made 
other lines of road. 

2877. What was the largest amount derived in one year from the tolls on this 
road? — I cannot tell, but it exceeded 3,000/., including mail and other coach tolls. 

I was very little acquainted with the financial department, it being under the 
direction of Mr. Anderson, while he continued my partner. 

2878. What was the largest amount expended in repairing the road within 
any year during the last three years? — Two thousand and thirty pounds fifteen 
shillings. 

2879. What is the general amount of profit which you derived from those tolls? 

' — The profit fluctuates, not only in proportion to the disbursements, but even of 
the receipts. In some instances there has not been any profit ; in the year al- 
luded to my profit may have been about 1,300/., exclusive of my brother’s and the 
annuity to Mr. Maxwell. 

2880. Have you ever received, during the time you have been lessee of this road, 
grants from the grand juries for the purposes of that road? — Yes; considerable 
sums have been granted to me for the purposes of building or repairing bridges, &c. 
but I never got a farthing for the repairs of any part of Uie road. 

2881. There is a presentment that has been made by the county of Kildare for 
49/. 105. 8</. to be raised off the county at large, and to be paid to William H. Bourne 
Charles Clancey and John Burke, to lower a hill and fill up a hollow on the I'oad 
from Naas to Monastereven ; do you not conceive that having such large funds 
derived from this road, and so considerable a profit as 1,500/. a year, that you 
should perform that improvement, and not charge it to the expense of the county? 

— The sum here stated was given, not to repair the road, but to take down a hill ; 
and in the execution of that work I expended near 200 /. The sum alluded to 
though granted, has not yet been paid ; the work could not be effected in the time 
the law required. 1 contracted with a person for a certain sum, and he was pre- 
vented from fulfilling his engagement in consequence of combinations, and the 
commencement of winter. 

2882. One of the considerations which you set forward as having a claim to this 
profit of 1,500/. a year, is your having expended sums of money in the improve- 
ment of the road, it appearing in this instance, and also in several others, that you 
made these improvements in tlie road with the public money ; is that so ?— I made 
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William H. Bourne, numerous improvements with my own, without any aid whatever from the public. 
In fact, I have expended considerably more than the sum of 27,000/. mentioned 
in the Act under which I derive my title to the tolls. 

15 June, 2883-1. Then, if you made improvement with your own money in one instance, 

why did you not do it with your own money in the instance alluded to by a former 
qu^tion?— There was not any obligation imposed on me to cut down hills, and 
I thought that the public ought to contribute to the expense of a work of so per- 
manent a nature, and in which they were so materially interested. 

2883-2. Did you not derive a. very considerable profit from this road, and were 
you not bound, in consequence of being allowed this profit, to give the public some 
value for it? — I hold myself bound to fulfil the reasonable expectations of the 
public, and I consider that I have done so. At the time I undertook this road, it 
was nearly impassable ; the statute load of 7 J cwt. could with difficulty be drawn 
by one horse, and 12 or 13 cwt. required two horses. At present the ordinary 
load of a car with one horse is upwards of a ton, and it is not unusual for one horse 
to draw two hogsheads of sugar, each being 16 cwt. The road now admits tlie 
fastest travelling in Ireland, and I have stated that even in the instance that is here 
alluded to, I expended four times the amount of the sum that was presented. 

2884. Then if you conceived yourself bound to expend four times the sum pre- 
sented, were you not also bound to expend the sum presented, and not claim on the 
county for that ? — I do not think so ; that is quite a different case. 

2885. What is the difference in the case ? — I could better afford to expend, or 
perhaps I might say to give, 150/. than 200/. 

2886. You are asked, on principle, if you have 1,000/. a year profit on the 
road, can you not afford to spend money on it ? — This was a very desperate specu- 
lation ; if in the course of almost half a century it became otherwise, I think 
I ought to have derived some benefit from the change. I am not always to expend 
all the money I get on the road. I think something ought to be given to me for 
my time and labour, and for the risks I incurred. It was at the time deemed at 
least a dangerous speculation ; if it became otherwise in the course of a number of 
years, and in consequence of my exertions, I think I ought to derive a benefit, and 
a considerable benefit, from it ; I conceive it would be unfair to expect I should 
expend on the road the entire revenue it produced; and I believe few persons 
would subject themselves to a considerable risk without the prospect of an ultimate 
remunerating benefit. 

2887. That might have been true if you bad first put the road into a perfect 
state, that you should have the benefit of the profit on the capital you expended ; 
but does it not appear you derived profit from the public money ; it was this public 
money in many instances that has made this road sufficiently good to induce an 
increase of traffic on it ? — The goodness of the road was derived from ray pocket ; 
the taking down the hill was a great advantage, but extraneous to the repair of the 
road, and consequently to my duty, which was to put and keep it in perfect good 
order, and I have done so. 

28B8. Do you conceive a road in perfect good order on which there are hills 
which require to be lowered, and for which the funds are ample ? — Most assuredly ; 
there perhaps is not a road in Europe that has not hills which would be beneficially 
removed ; but it does not follow, in my conception, that it is the duty of the person 
having the management of the road to take away those hills ; it doubtless would 
be a convenience, but is not a measure of necessity, nor do I conceive it to be a 
measure of duty. 

2889. You get this monopoly for the consideration of improving the road, that 
is, making the road as good as the public could require a road to be ; it appears 
that you have not done so, and yet you claim a right to derive a very considerable 
property from it ? — I hold myself .bound to fulfil the reasonable expectations of the 
public, and I conceive that I have done so. Instead of the several towns on the 
line being shut out, not only from the capital, but from each other, I have given 
a surface to the entire distance which it is . in proof is not inferior to even the roads 
of this country. 

2890. What amount of capital have you expended on the road ? — I cannot tell ; 
Mr. Anderson told me we were several thousand pounds in advance; I made over my 
share ot the coaches to him to reimburse his advances on my account for the road ; 
and he having occasion for money, called on me, and I was under the necessity of 
selling hall my share to him, Mr. Anderson, for something more -than 5,000/., which 
share he immediately sold to Captain G. Taylor. I cannot tell exactly the sum 
expended ; I never had the management of the general accounts ; those 1 had were 
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taken away by a clerk, who, with a view to conceal his own delinquency, made 
away with the books in his possession ; from other documents I prosecuted him, 
and established a debt of between 700/. and 800/. against him. 

12891. What were the receipts of the road when you first came into possession 
of it ? — I do not know. 

2892. Was it not 2,000/. a year? — I believe not. 

2893. IIow much ? — I cannot tell ; I have no recollection, nor have I any docu- 
ment that can enable me to say. 

2894. On what ground do you state it was a desperate speculation? — Because 
there was very little intercourse on it ; and much of that which has subsequently 
taken place is consequent to my exertions. The Reports of the 'various Parlia- 
mentary Committees appointed to examine into the state of the road, prove that 
all previous efforts to effect its amendment had been unavailing ; and for two indi- 
viduals to attempt what several of the most able and influential gentlemen of the 
country had been unable to accomplish, might well be thought a desperate specu- 
lation. I refer the Committee to the records of the Irish Parliament previous to 
the 33d Geo. III. c. 32. They will there find five petitions and five Special Reports 
of Committees on the state of this road. 

2895. Have you not been a coach proprietor on that road for several years?— 
Since the year 1791. 

2896. Do you include in the amount of your profit, the toll you ought to have 
paid on your coaches if the tolls were in the hands of trustees ? — I am not clear as 
to that ; but the Returns which I have furnished, and which are before the Com- 
mittee, will explain it. 

2897. Would not the amount of toll which you would have to pay, if the toll 
was in the hands of trustees, he very considerable ? — No doubt it would. 

2898. In the Return you have made, have you stated any toll being paid on your 
own coaches ? — I think it is ; I gave instructions to that effect, but was too much 
indisposed to ascertain whether they were complied with, but I cannot doubt that 

they have. tv . 

2899. The copy of a Memorial of the Commissioners of the First District of the 
Limerick Road presented to Mr. Goulburn when he was Secretary of Ireland, has 
been delivered in to the Committee, complaining of the very bad state of that road, 
and that they had more than once applied to Mr. Bourne in person, and by letter, 
relative to the state of the said road ; but their representations had not been pro- 
perly attended to, and they have therefore deemed it expedient to meet in due form, 
with previous notice to Mr. Bourne, and to draw up a petition to the Chancellor, 
complaining of the neglected state of the road and the various abuses authorized 
or permitted thereon; and that the said petition could not be presented, and its 
allegations established, “ without considerable expense being incurred by your 
“ memorialists for executing a public trust from which they could derive no emo- 
“ lument whatever.” It is signed by Lord De Vesci, Lord Portarlington, Mr. 
Cosby, Mr. Warburton and five other gentlemen of the county; can you give an 
answer to that? — have seen that paper, which implies that I received and mis- 
applied fines. It is true the law gives the disposition of them to the road com- 
pany, and a large property they would have formed, had tliey been received. 
I amof opinion, that the fines to which we were entitled for trees which were not 
known to have been sown or planted till they appeared over the walls or hedges that 
immediately fenced the road, would have plussed the tolls I derived from it, but it 
is generally known that I never put one farthing of any fine into my pocket. In 
some cases I allowed the clergymen of the respective parishes to divide them amongst 
the poor, but in general I left to the disposal of the magistrates such fines as they 
conceived the peace and well-being of the country required thern to enforce. The 
paper alluded to bears the signatures of persons of great respectability, and who were 
incapable of intentional misrepresentation ; but the purest minds, when under the 
influence of erroneous statements, are among the most ardent in seeking the correc- 
tiori of supposed abuses. I have to lament that most of the commissioners alluded 
to had very little personal communication with or knowledge of that road ; and that 
persons, who were not known by those gentlemen to be hostile to me in consequence 
of their having been required to pay toll, availed themselves of long-continued ram 
and a rapid succession of frosts and thaws to successfully urge a censure, at which 
dispassionate persons, who had a better knowledge of the road, would have 
revolted. Entirely impressed that the object of the Committee is the elucidation 
of truth and the furtherance of justice, 1 cannot doubt their permissian to 
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William H.Bowne, submit some Resolutions which were agreed to on the loth of the following 
Esq. November, when a Board, of which Lord Dunall^; was chairman (after quoting 

■ — several clauses of the Limerick Road Act for the purpose of demonstrating to his 

1.5 June, Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that it was the duty of grand juries to fill pits and 

^ ditches and to build or repair bridges) unanimously resolved as follows : 

“ THAT Mr. Bourne, who for several years has had the sole direction of the said road 
by affording employment to a considerable portion of the local population of the coun- 
try at periods of general scarcity, not only alleviated this distress, and thereby mate- 
rially preserved puDlic tranquillity, but rendered important benefits in perpetuity to the 
country, by Tnaking, upon the most improved principles, several miles of new road, by 
which the distance has been considerably reduced, and levels substituted for hills, the eleva- 
tion of two of which, between Nenagh and Roscrea, were in the proportion of one foot of 
rise in seven feet of distance : That the narrowest part of such new road is 42 feet in the 
clear, the entire of which space has been covered with a sufficient quantity of small 
stones or screened gravel : That Mr. Bourne having extended the same improved system to 
such parts of the old road as have had the grips or ditches filled by presentment, and put the 
entire space between the new banks or fences into perfect repair, whereby the truvellable 
space was generally doubled, particularly in the Queen’s County, for some miles from the 
bounds of the county of Kildare, and again from the west side of Maryborough to the bounds 
of the county of Tipperary, it is reasonable to believe that the said Mr. Bourne would extend 
the same plan to the rest of the road, if by presentment the grips or ditches were filled 
which it appears by a survey now before this Board, verified by the oaths of three credible 
witnesses, would not only remove the present great danger to intercourse, but increase the 
space applicable to it in one part of the county of Kildare, extending 186 perches in length 
from 20 to 42 feet, and in another of seven perches in length, from 15 to 42 feet; and we 
are the more impressed with this opinion, from its appearing, by certificates from the 
proper officers, that though the said Mr. Bourne returned to the several grand juries, for 
the benefit of their respective counties, 538 h 11 s. 8<i., which he had saved on proseiuments 
granted by them, he expended of his own money, in aid of other presentments, the sum of 
1,839/. That our Chairman be requested to transmit a copy of these Resolutions 

to his Excellency.the Lord Lieutenant, and, on behalf of the Public and the Commissioners 
of the said Road, to solicit that his Excellency will be graciously pleased to adopt such 
measures to cause the said grips or ditches to be filled, and the said bridges to be repaired, 
fenced and widened, as to his Excellency’s wisdom shall seem meet.” 

These Resolutions have been signed by Lord Dunally, Chairman, Lords Clare and 
Clarina, the Right Honourable J. C. Vandeleur, Count D’Alton, Sir E. O’Brien, 
M. p., A. Fitzgerald, and R. Waller, the Honourable Colonel O'Grady, m. p., Colonel 
Fitzgibbon, m. p., F. Prittie, m. p., George Massey, John Massey, Lucius O’Brien, 
M. p., W. S. O Brien, m. p,, and thirty-nine other Commissioners. 

To the letter from the Chairman of the Board, enclosing the foregoing Memorial, 
Mr. Goulburn wrote, on the 1 8th of the same month, the following Answer: — 

Excellency entirely concurs with the Memorialists in the inconvenience of its being 
left m its present state, ana ot the disgrace that it reflects on the county, which has thus 
neglected its duty ; he is not aware of any means by which an immediate remedy for that 
inconvenience can be provided, 

“ The Right Hon. Lord Dunally.” (signed) « Henry GoidhuTH.’’ 

As the foregoing relates to_a period considerably distant, I beg to add a Certifi- 
cate from some of the Commissioners and other persons acquainted with the road, 
ot a recent date : 

WE, the undersigned Commissioners, Magistrates, Land-owners, or persons who, hy 
travelling on, are interested in, and acquainted with, the state of the mail-coach road between 
Limerick and Naas, are induced, by considerations of public justice, to state our several 
during the time we respectively have known it in the care and management 
ot Mr. Bourne, It has fully merited its general character of being one of the best roads in 
Ireland. 1 wenty-eighth. of May, One thousand eight hundred and thirty-two.” 

Signed by the Earls of Rosse and Llandaff, Lord Gort, Count D’Alton, Honour- 
^le George Massey, commissioners of the road, Honourable John Massey, ditto, 
Honourable E P, Vereker, mayor of Limerick and commissioner, Sir 'William 
Parker Larrol, commissioner, John David Latouche, Robert Latouche, and forty- 
tour other commissioners, &c. 

2900. Have you had large sums from different counties, for the purpose of im* 

proving this road? — Yes. . ^ ^ 

2901 . Can you inform the Committee of the amount of capital that you have 
expended on it yourself I cannot. 

2002. Can you inform the Committee of the gross amount you have received 
Irom the aitterent counties through which this road passes?— I cannot, because I am 
not possessed of any regular accounts ; in fact, the statement I now give you is 

from 
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from the certificates of the treasurers of the several counties whicli I alluded to William H. Boume, 
before. As they occupied only a small space, they never were out of my own pos- 
session, and from them I have been enabled to make the statement; but the general 
accounts, both of the road and coaches, were made avvay with, .in a great measure, 
in the manner I have stated; the other books, &c. became so voluminous that 
several were put into a garden-house. 

2903. Can you not ascertaiuj from any paper in your possession, the amount of 
public money you received towards this road? — I cannot, because the certificates 
which I submit of the treasurers do not state the amount of money presented ; but 
merely the sum, ether saved by me and returned to be re-presented, or the excess 
of money expended by me beyond that which was presented. 

2904. Must not the sums levied for the road appear on the county books ? — 

The query book will .show it. 

2905. Could you not have ascertained by reference to the query books, the sums 
which had been presented by the grand juries for your roads? — The Parliament 
could, but even had I been required, or conceived it necessary to obtain them 
I could not; I applied in one instance for an account for a particular purpose, and 
the treasurer intimated to the person who made the application on my behalf, that 
he could not give it unless 1 paid him five guineas for the trouble of making 
it out. 

2906. Did you not conceive it most essential for the information of this Com- 
mittee, that you should have come prepared with information taken from authentic 
documents, of all sums of money which had been handed to you, either by the 
grand jury presentments or by advances of money made by Government ? — 1 have 
given a proof of ray inability to obtain those documents. 

2907. What amount of money did you receive, either on loan or on advances 
from the Government?^ — ^Something more than 6, 000/. on loan. 

2908. Do you still continue to pay interest on that ? — No, because the Post-office 
refused to pay the extra toll required to be levied by the 51st of George III. 

2909. It appears by the Act referred to, that on the Limerick Hoad there is a 
power to charge 4.d. a horse additional toll on horses drawing public conveyances ; 
do you, being the proprietor of the mail-coach, conceive that you have a 
right to a horse additional on the mail-coach from the Post-office because it 
carries pei’sons for hire, and have the Post-office refused to pay that toll? — I am 
borne out in the belief that the Post-office is bound to pay that 4c!. a horse on the 
mail-coach, by the opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor General of that day, 
and of the pre.sent Lord Plunkett, and also by the opinion of the counsel of the 
Post-office. 

2910. Have you refused to pay the interest of this money to Government, be- 
cause the Post-office refuse to pay you 4d. additional toll per horse? — I was 
advised to withhold that money to reimburse myself, and for the purpose of 
bringing the point to a legal issue, finding there were no other means by which 
I could obtain it; the money due to me considerably exceeds what I owe to the 
Government. 

2911. How long has this unsettled account been between you and the Post- 
office? — To the best of my belief I paid the seven per cent, interest till the 
year 1813. 

2912. At what period did you borrow that money ? — The year 1810. ' 

2913 . Then you paid interest for two years after 1810 ? — As well as I recollect, 

I made two such payments. 

2914. Are you not the contractor for the mail-coach, as well as the lessee of that 
road? — I am. 

2915. .And you are the person who derive profit from carrying persons in those 
public conveyances ? — I am. 

291G. Do you conceive it just to make the Post-office, for whom you only carry 
letters, to pay an additional toll per horse, when you derive the profit from carrying 
passengers? — I think I have the same right to the 4c/. toll that I have to the 
other, or that I, or any other proprietor of the tolls, would have, if wholly uncon- 
nected with public coaches. 

2917. Does it not happen that you being in possession of the tolls of the road, 
with the penal charge of 4^?. a horse, and having already an establishment on that 
road, that you secure to yourself an advantage in bidding for the mail contract, 
superior to any other person who could offer for them ?— Not by any means. In 
consequence of long-continued advertisements in the papers of the United Kingdom, 
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WiUiam H. Boume^ there were other proposals, and my brother and I got the contract because our 
Esq. proposal was the lowest. 

291 8. Did not you lower your proposal to the Post-office in consequence of the 

15 June, Post-office having applied to Mr. Brotherton to establish a mail on that road ?— 
Unquestionably ; the very low sum at which my brother offered to convey the 
mails, was to avoid an injurious opposition. 

2919. Did you lower your propo.sal in consequence of the competition of Mr. 
Brotherton ? — I did ; and, for reasons which it is not necessary I should now 
obtrude on the Committee, I thought at the time, and still think, it was most 
improper for the secretary of the Irish Post-office to invite any one to propose for 
what was my right. 

2920. How much do you owe now on this Trust? — I cannot tell except from 
the Return. 

2921. Look at the Return, and answer what is the gross amount of the debt?— 
I believe 6,271 1 . 4.S. 2d., less by the two payments of interest I made to the 
Treasury. I am also liable to interest of five per cent, on debentures to individuals 
amounting to 1,519^. 3^. jd. 

2922. Do you conceive you are bound to pay off that debt before the expiration 
of your lease ? — I do not conceive I am bound in law or in equity to pay the loan 
from Government, unless Government pays the debt it owes to me. The interest 
on private debentures remains a lien on the tolls for ever. 

2923. Have you taken any proceedings to bring that matter to a settlement? — 
Yes, 1 submitted a case to counsel, and I applied to Government for permission to 
try my claim in a court of law, but I did not obtain it. 

2924. Do you conceive yourself bound to pay off this debt before the expiration 
of the lease ? — I conceive I am bound to pay Government so soon as it pays me. 

2925. What is the amount due to you from the Post-office ? — I do not owe the 
Government within a considerable sum what it is indebted to me. 

2926. Would you in any future arrangement that might be made with the 
Government in regard to turnpike roads in Ireland, have any objection to surrender 
your management of the Limerick Road, you coming to an understanding with the 
Government upon the subject? — I should have no objection to any measure of 
public benefit that did not militate against my individual interest ; but I conceive 
I should be fairly remunerated for any injury I should sustain. 

2927. From your experience of the management of turnpike roads in Ireland, 
do you conceive it would be for the public benefit that all the leading lines should 
be placed under a general Board, and inspected by proper engineers ? — I do think 
it would. 

2928. Have you found any great inconvenience from the present grand jur}’ 
system and the present turnpike system in getting the roads repaired in the manner 
you thought it necessary to have them for the conveyance of mails ? — I have ever 
thought that whilst it would be improper to sacrifice the public to the individual, 
it would not be less wrong to sacrifice the individual to the public ; and such 
wrong has, in many instances, been most disgracefully inflicted upon my brother 
and me. I shall not trespass upon the Committee with instances which are not 
immediately relevant to the subject of the present inquiry, but it may be material to 
mention, that on the coach company agreeing to considerably accelerate the rate of 
travelling, the covenanted remuneration for which the secretary of the Post-office 
successfully opposed, he, Sir E. Lees, applied to me for, and I gave to him, a written 
declaration that the necessary increase of stages consequent to augmented speed 
should not subject his department to any addition of turnpike. As he had often 
expressed a desire that the roads should be taken into the hands of Government, 
i shortly after writing that letter inquired “ whether any legislative measure was 

contemplated that session to which he replied, “ nothing more than the Act 
respecting the postage of letters.” I rested in consequent security; but when 
le time of payment arrived, I found a diminution of one-fourth of the payments 
to which the Post-office had been subject, and had uniformly paid under 
® ° r L George III., and that the joad company was thus deprived of 

so muc 1 ot the revenue, upon the faith of which they had been induced to under- 
take wliat at the time was not only believed to be a desperate, but is established 
nave been a coerced speculation. The Act 59 Geo. III. chap. 108, “To amend 
Severn cts relating to the Post-office and Conveyance of Letters in Ireland,” 
oes not profess to correct an error or to explain a doubt; it states, that in conse- 
quence of the proposed acceleration of the mail, “ it mat/ happen that by the 

“ change 
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“ change of horses in the same division of road an additional toll may be charged William H. Bourne^ 



but instead of merely preventing such additional charge, which doubtless, not- 
■withstanding my written guarantee, might have been very proper, it, to prevent 
what it deems a possible injury, does an absolute wrong-, by depriving the road 
company of one-fourth of the customary payments. This extraordinary clause is 
rendered still more unaecountable from the circumstanee that another road, deriving 
its right from the same law under which I claimed, has, in fulfilment of public 
faith and the sanctity of Parliament, received, and continues to receive, the toll 
which the Irish Post-office has withheld from me. Had the clause been brought 
forward in the ordinary course, it would have been known beyond the precincts of 
the Post-office, and, on attention being called to it, would liave been spurned by 
Parliament, for few properties would be secure under such a system of legislation. 

2929. Some years ago you changed, did you not, your coach running from 
Naas to Dublin from the road passing through Kill to the road passing through 
Celbridge, which was a considerable round ? — Yes. 

2930. Can you state to the Committee the reason why you did so? — It was for 
the purpose of getting rid of the extra toll of 2s. 

2931. Was it 4d. a horse? — It was for the purpose of getting rid of the onerous 
tolls of 25 . on the Naas Road. 

2932. Do not you think the toll of ^d. a horse on the Limerick Road would be 
equally onerous to a stranger as the extra toll was on the Naas Road to you? — Not 
to the same extent ; it would, no doubt, in some degree operate in that way, and 
I dare say the person who had to pay it would get rid of it, if he could, by adopting 
a mode similar to that which we adopted. 

2933. But had you not an advantage in the side road from Naas to Dublin 
which the public have not in the road from Naas to Limerick ? — Certainly. 

2934. Do you not conceive these extra tolls to be exceedingly injurious? — 

I cannot say that they are injurious, because they have not been operative to the 
exclusion of intercourse, inasmuch as our coach fares have been uniformly among 
the lowest in Ireland, and Limerick has had more coaches than any other town in 
Ireland, communicating with the capital. 

2935. You having the tolls of the roads, had you not a decided advantage as 
a coach proprietor ? — I do not see how that can be operative, when our fares were 
as low, if not lower, than most others, though no such alleged advantage to the 
coach proprietors exist. 

2936. When you travelled your coaches from Naas to Dublin, on the Kilcullen 
Trust, now in the possession of Messrs. Taylor, did you find that road to be in 
agood state? — I have frequently thought that it was not in a good state,. but 
I have observed that for some years it has been greatly improved, and inferior to 
few others. 

2937. Did you make frequent complaints to Mr. Taylor of the state of that 
road?— I did not; I had not any communication with him, 

2938. You can state whether you have heard complaints as to that road, of its 
not being scraped or properly cleaned ?— I have heard of such complaints. 

2939. Have you heard complaints of that sort recently ? — I do not recollect to 
have heard any recent complaint as to the bad state of the road ; I have not been 
on it lately so much as I was some years since ; but, in all my recent observations, 

I should say tlie road was in a greatly improved state to what I bad previously 
seen it. . 

2940. Have you now replaced your coaches upon that road, from which you 
formerly removed them ? — Yes. 

2941. Has the extra toll which was the cause of your removing the coaches, 
been reduced?— I believe that there was an arrangement made with the proprietors 
of the Kilcullen Road, by which the sum to which they were entitled was abated. 

2942. When you travelled your coach through Celbridge, you travelled in great 
part upon a county road, did you not?— Yes, from Lucan to Ladytown, near 
Naas. 

2943. Did you not, therefore, use a road free of toll, to your own great^ advan- 
tage, which the landholders of the county were obliged to keep in repair? — Yes, 
except from Lucan to Dublin, which is a turnpike road. 

2944. Do you not conceive that to be a just reason for a more general establish- 
ment of turnpikes?— I think all great roads ought to be supported by turnpikes, 
because I conceive it is the most equitable mode of keeping them in repair, as- 
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, every person paying money gets value for what he gives, and the sum paid is so 
inconsiderable at tlie time as to be scarcely felt by those who pay it. 

2945. Do you give that as your own opinion, or as the opinion of the majority 
of the landed proprietors along the' great line of roads? — I can only venture to 
speak for myself. 

2946. What do you think is the opinion of the farmers and landowners ? 

I believe in many instances the farmers would rather the road should be kept up 
by county cess than by turnpikes. 

2947. In point of fact, are not turnpikes universally deprecated by landowners 
and farmers ? — I know that they are very generally objected to in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin. 

2948. As to the objection made in the neighbourhood of Dublin, does not that 
arise in consequence of mismanagement, or supposed mismanagement, of the Trust, 
and in consequence of the unequal operation of the turnpike upon the north side 
of Dublin, there being none upon the south ? — I am not competent to say that the 
money raised has been misapplied ; I should rather suppose that was not the fact, 
from the high respectability of the persons who have the direction of the roads 
upon the north .side of Dublin ; I allude particularly to that which is most com- 
plained of. 

2949. Do you conceive that the public, generally, object to turnpikes established 
upon a fair and good footing ? — I believe that in the neighbourhood of Dublin there 
is a very general objection to turnpikes ; and I am persuaded that the south side of 
Dublin is materially advantaged by the exemption from toll. 

2950. Are you aware that all the Witnesses examined before this Committee 
from the neighbourhood of Dublin have admitted the utility and the justice of turn- 
pikes.^ — I am not apprised of the Evidence that has been given. 

2951. If the country on the south side of Dublin, which is free from toll, is in 
a more flourishing state than that part which is north of Dublin, and which is 
subject to toll, is not that a strong argument against a general principle of the esta- 
blishment of turnpike tolls ? — I certainly think that the country about Dublin would 
be materially advantaged by the exemption from toll generally ; but I think a toll 
is a fair general principle through every country, excepting places in and imme- 
diately contiguous to great towns. 

2952. Is it not a fact that the side of Dublin which is free from toll is in a much 
more flourishing state, and the land much more valuable, than that side of Dublin 
which is subject to toll? — Certainly ; I think that both sides of Dublin should be 
exempted from toll, or that both should be subjected tp it. 

2953 - Ean you mention what profit, in any one year or in any period of years, 
from 1 798 to the present time, you have derived from the lease which you hold? 
—I calculate the annual amount of my brother’s (Mr. R. Bourne’s) share and 
mine at from 1,000/. to 1,500/. per annum, together with an annuity of from Goo/, 
■to 800/. per annum dependent on circumstances. I have briefly observed, that 
instead of requiring all the toll to which I was entitled, I allowed accounts to be 
kept with various persons residing from one to five or six miles from the gates, 
from which I deducted a half, two-thirds, or a quarter, according to the distances 
^ allowed the local intercourse to generally pass 
toll-tree j at one gate in particular, 99 families have uniformly passed it and tra- 
velled several miles of the road without having ever paid one farthing toll. I now 
beg to submit the Opinions of Counsel to which I have alluded, and which are 
so important to my case, and which are as follow 

AS mail-coaches and post-carriages (though plying for hire) are not specifically 
mentioned m this Act as chargeable with fte four-pence additional toll, your 
opinion IS requested, whether they are not included in the terms ‘ other carriages 
plying tor hire, and therefore now liable to the additional charge of four-pence 
tor every horse drawing each and either of them.” 

The Attorney-General replied as follows ; 

♦>i doubt that mail-coaches and post-carriages are within the Act, and liable to 
me extra four-pence for every horse drawing either of them'. 

“ 15 October 1811. (signed) “ TT. Wm.” 

The 
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The Solicitor-General (ihe present Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench of Ireland) 
observes, 

“ This Act is rather strangely expressed ; but I think upon the true construction 
of it mail-coaches and post-carriages are subject to the additional toll of four-pence. 
“ October 15, 1811. (signed) “ Charles Bushe." 



William H. Bourne 
Esq. 



15 June, 
1832. 



On submitting those papers to the Secretary to the Post-office, he said they were con- 
clusive; but in some time, observing that it was usual for ihe Post-office to be governed by 
the opinion of its own Counsel, I submitted the Act and the same case to the late Mr. 
Parsons (brother of Lord Rossc), who gave upon it the following Opinion : 

" I think that mail-coaches and post-carriages are included within the description 
in the Act, and that they are liable to the additional toll of four-pence on each 
horse. The only doubt I had on the case was, whether the additional loll was pay- 
able on other carriages than those carrying more than six inside and three outside ; 
but I think the words of the enacting clause are too strong for this construction. 

(signed) “ J. Parsons'* 



On showing this Opinion to the Secretary to the Post-office, he said, Mr. Parsons was 
only the second Counsel, and that he must have the opinion of tlie first. 

When that gentleman (the present Judge Vaiidcleur) returned to Ireland, I sent a simi- 
lar case to him, to which he observed, that lie was reluctant to give an opinion against the 
Post-office; but that if the case was submitted to every man at the Bar, each must decide in 
favour of my right. 

The Secretary to the Post-office being still incredulous respecting that right, I sub- 
mitted a case to the present Lord Plunkett, who observes, 

“ I am of opinion, that the assignees of the persons named in the Act of the 
33d of the King, are entitled, under the 51st of the King, to charge mail-coaches and 
post-carriages plying for hire, the additional toll of four-pence per horse, mentioned 
in the last Act ; and this seems to me so perfectl}' clear as not to admit of any doubt. 
I should suppose that the Postmasters General, when fully informed on tlie subject, 
will not, in opposition to the opinion of the Crown Lawyers, take upon themselves 
the responsibility of throwing difficulties in the way of so fair a demand. 

“ November 8, 1811. (signed) W. C. Plunkcttr 



The Post-office continuing to refuse payment, I submitted another case to Mr. Plun- 
kett, whose Opinion upon it is as follows : 

“ The first object of consideration is Mr. Bourne’s right ; the second, his remedy. 
I have very carefully reconsidered my former Opinion, and have examined the 
several documents then and now laid before me, and I cannot find any ground to 
warrant a change in that Opinion, or indeed to throw any, the slightest, doubt 

Bv the Act of 1793, the tolls were vested in Mr, Bourne and bis partner, and for 
the purpose of inducing them to undertake the duties, and incur the expenditure 
therein mentioned, various tolls were imposed, in some instances so heavy as to 
operate as a prohibition on the description of carriages on which they altachecl. This 
latter circumstance (however necessary and proper it might have been m 1793) was 
afterwards felt lobe a public inconvenience, and accordingly the Act of the 501I1 of the 
Kin--, c. 32, enacted, that such carriages, subject to certain regulations thereby pre- 
scribed, should he subject only to the same tolls as other carnages. 

“ This Act, however just with respect to the public, was, on attention being cal ed 
10 it, admitted to be an injustice to the proprietors of the tolls, who had expended 
their money and devoted their time and exertions in the faith of the protection 
afforded by the former duties; and accordingly, by the 50th of the Kmg, c. 40, the 
provisions of the former Act were repealed, and things restored to then tormei 
situation, with the same precipitancy with which they had been altered ; for as m the 
former instance the interests if the public were provided for without any considera- 
tion of the rigl.ts of individuals, so in the latter the rights ol individuals were restored 

withmit anv reference fo the interests of the public. _ 

“ In ordM', therefore, to do iiw.oy the effect of these two mdiscreet Acts, the Act 
of tlie sistol lhe Khil?, c. 92, tras |>assetl, on the avowed principle of protecting he 
nnblic^anil giving compeiisiitioii to ihc indivitliials. It enacts, therelorc, not that 
fnsS of fife shillings on every horse drawing a certain description of carnage, 
fonr-pence should be levied on every borsc drawing tlie saine description of can 13 ^, 6 , 
whicli would have heen only a different (and a very slightly difleienl) degiee of 
injustice from that which Inid been coininilted by the repealed Act ; but in order to 
Jake compensation. It gives an addition of duty ol four-pence on each horse of evciy 

tl.a. it .appeats that the. law officers and 
the Counsel for the Post-office entertain no doubt upon it, and tlie justice and leason 
of the case are so clear that if an Act had been passet taking away ihe duty ol 
20s., and in lien thereof granting a duty of 1 s. 4</. on the very same 
of carriages, the Legislatnre would be bound to repeal it on die very same principle 
of justice on which tliey repealed die Act of the solhot the King, c. 3 . 
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“ The Postmaster General and the Chief Secretary to the Lord LieiUenaiit annear 
to me to have adopted a view of the case whicli will not he sustained on an auen- 
live examination; and with every possible respect for the conscientious sense of 
piildic duty by which they are acinaied, I own it appears to me a strong measure to 
throw obstacles in the way of the operation of an Act of Parliament, whose leeal 
construction has been sanctioned by every authority appealed to, even if the nolicv 
■e questionable than tliose which havi* 



of its enactments rested on grounds mor 
suggested. 

“ 24th January 1816. 



(signed) 



1 tliose which have been 

‘ W. C. Plunkett,” 



Bichtird Bourne, 
Esq. 



As my character as -well as my property have been assailed, I respectfully beer 
of the (Committee, as a measure of justice as well as courtesy, to permit me to 
submit an Appendix illustrative of my case. 

Richard Bourne, Esq., called in ; and further Examined. 

2954. HAVE you any interest or share in the tolls of the Limerick Road?— 
I have. 

2955- When did you become possessed of it?— About 15 months ago, I pur- 
chased from my brother half his interest in those tolls. 

295G. What is the amount of income or profit which you derive from your pur» 
chase? — Whatever my share may amount to at the winding up of the concern. 

2957. What was the amount of it upon the last settlement of accounts? 1 have 

only been in possession for the last 1 2 months, and the accounts have not been 
closed for that period. 

2958. In calculating the purchase money, did you not estimate the amount by 

the probable amount of profit ? — Assuredly. ^ 

2959* What was the estimate you formed of the probable profit?— I calculated 
that I should make upwards of 1,000/. a year. 

2960. Your brother also derives upwards of 1,000 /. a year? — I presume he does. 

2961. What consideration did you give for that? — I gave 5,000/. 

2962. For an unexpired term of how long ?— About 1 6 or 1 7 years at that time. 

2963. Did you consider this an advantageous purchase? — I did so consider it. 

9964. Did you not hear that great dissatisfaction prevailed respecting the mono- 
poly stated to exist on this road ?— I did hear that dissatisfaction had been expressed 
m some quarters ; I satisfied myself, however, by personal inspection, that it was 
unrounded as regarded the state of the road ; and a comparison of the pa.ssaee fares 
and rate of travelling on other roads, justified a belief that there existed no just 
ground of complaint on the score of alleged monopoly, it appearing, as the docu- 
ments I hold in my hand will demonstrate, that the coaches on the Limerick Road 
travel with more expedition and at less fares than coaches on some of the roads 
where the alleged monopoly does not exist; added to which there are more 
coaches between Dublin and Limerick than between the metropolis and any other 
city or town m Ire and ; consequently there is no cause for complaint that the 
existing rights of the proprietors of the tolls either impede intercourse or encumber 
It by unnecessary charges or delays. 

2965. Had you no misgivings or doubts as to the prudence of giving so large 
a sum, under the circumstances of this Trust ?— The property 1 pui chased was not 
encumbeied by any clause prohibitory of free intercourse, more than that clause in 
the Act which provides that a certain toll shall be taken for a horse when drawing 
one pai ticular kind of vehicle, and another certain toll for the horse drawing another 
particular kind of vehic e, and which is common to most Turnpike Acts. This 
purchase was made on the faith not merely of the 33d & 38th of George III. in the 

5 Ut George III. cap. 40, and 51st 
thf. ft Imperial Parliament. The former of these establishes 

of vested rights, which had been invaded by the 50th George III. 
^ ^ certain tolls or penalties, conservative of the property of 

a A v ^ Speculation and hazardous undertaking on the faith of 

ue^al tnllo ^ had been abolished, and the barrier which these 

mdilnnf the protection of their interests, thus broken down. The 

stronp-lv mi wound inflicted on the character of Parliament is 

uaiTf^hp if unqualified repeal, by ,51st George m. cap. 40, of all that 
mipsHnn • onri • ^ preceding Session which had reference to the penal tolls in 
force md ofing the Acts of th'e 33d & 38th George III. to their original 

perfect and nnmf sanctity of Parliamentary enactments, by the 

pertect and unmut.lated restitution of vested rights. The aLlition of the penal 

toll 
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toll was, however, considered inapplicable to the improved intercourse of the 
country ; and another Act (,51st George III. cap. 92) substituted another toll in lieu 
of it. On the faith of these Acts of the 51st George III. cap. 40, which re-enacted 
and confirmed the Acts of the Irish Parliament of the 33d & 38th George III., and 
also of the 51st George III. cap. 92, modifying certain parts of those Acts of the 
Irish Parliament, I made the purchase in question ; and 1 conceive that it is pro- 
tected by as solemn and efficient a guarantee as any other of the enactments of the 
Legislature can confer. 

2966. Do you conceive yourself liable to the amount of debt stated to exist upon 
this road ? — Yes. 

2967. Do you conceive that you are liable to pay it over previous to the expira- 
tion of the lease ? — Yes, if compelled so to do ; but as proprietors of the tolls, we 
have a large set-off against the loan, granted under the 45th of George III., for 
mahing a new road, as referred to in a former answer; and I conceive that on 
a settlement of that account, I shall be entitled to receive a balance. 

2968. What state of repair do you consider yourself bound to deliver up the 
road in ? — In fair travellable order. 

2969. Who would you suppose to be the proper judge, at the expiration of your 
lease, as to the state the road is delivered up in ? — The commissioners, or a jury, 
if necessary. 

2970. What breadth of metalling is upon the road between Naas and Limerick ? 
— In general, it is travellable from 2 1 to 25 feet, and in some places considerably 
more. 

2971 . It has been stated in evidence, that there were not more than 14 feet kept 
in a perfect state of order ; i.s that correct ? — Such an allegation is not correct. As 
regards the Limerick Road, it will bear a comparison with anyroad in Ireland, and 
is betterthaii some districts of leading roads in England that 1 have lately travelled. 
As a whole, it will not bear a comparison with the Holyhead Road, but still there 
are parts of the Holyhead Road in worse condition than any part of the Limerick 
Road, particularly about the 56th milestone, and in the street of Stony Stratford. 
The Limerick Road is better than almost the entire distance between Liverpool and 
Prescot, arid from Warrington to Newcastle. 

2972. Are you aware that large sums of the public money have been granted 
by different counties to the improvement of this Limerick Road ? — I am aware 
that some counties have presented for the purchase of land over which new roads 
have been made, but I have not heard that any new road connected with this line 
has been made by county presentment. 

2973. Are you not aware that that money has been granted for the purpose of 
lowering hills 1 — No, I am not aware of any public money having been presented 
for the purpose of repairing or otherwise improving that road than by filling ditches 
and by the purchase of land for the purpose of roads being madeby the proprietors 
of the tolls, with the exception of a presentment for cutting down a hill at the 
Cuvragha, which formed a small proportion of the amount expended in that work. 

2974. Would you, as one of the proprietors of that road, conceive yourself 
oblioed to be at the whole expense of lowering any hill upon that road which was 
injurious to travelling? — I am not aware that it is incumbent upon me to do so. 

Mr. William Duncati, called in ; and Examined. 

2975. WHAT profession are you ?— A civil engineer. 

2976. Have you been employed by the Messrs. Taylor to inspect the Naas R,oad 
frorn Dublin to Kilcullen?— I have been; I was employed to measure the cuttings 
they had made on the road. 

2977. You were employed to measure the cuttings for how many years back t — 
From the commencement of their Trust ; I imagine so ; ^all the cuttings they had 
pointed out to me were from the commencement of the Trust. 

2978. What evidence had you to satisfy you that the cuttings had not been made 
previous to the time that Mr. Taylor got that road?— The stewards on the roads 
pointed them out, who had been at the most of them, I believe the whole. 

- 2979. Could you ascertain the amount of cuttings made 30 years ago ?— Tlmre 
are obvious marks of them, but I cannot exactly say whether they were made pre- 
vious to that time or since. 

2980. You furnished an account to this Committee, stating the amount of mea- 
surement? — I did. 1- j ■ • 

2081. Can you positively assert that that statement you have delivered m is 
645. «G4 perfectly 
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perfectly accurate ? — I think it is not subject to any mistake, as the cuttings are 
very obvious on the road. 

2982. What was tlie general state of that road when you saw it ? — In very good 
travelling order. 

2983. How many feet of the road was in good travelling order? — I think 
generally, the whole of it, with very little exception of the side parts, that were not 
required : I imagine there was about 40 feet very good travelling way. 

29G4. Not encumbered with heaps of mud or stones r — I did not see any. 

2985. Were the water tables on that road perfect? — I think they were in 
general. 

2986. So good that you, as a professional man, would state that they gave you 
perfect satisfaction ? — Yes, I think they did. 

2987. Was the road, in your opinion as a professional man, properly drained r 

Yes, I think it is. 

2988. So that you think no improvement could be effected in tlie drainino-of it? 
— I do not think much is required ; I think, in general, every attention is paid to 
the draining. 

2989. Is the shape of the road such as to give a proper fall to the water on each 
side ? — It is. 

2990. Is there no part of the road so formed, that the water would lie in the 
centre and not fall oft’? — Not except from the common wear and tear; the water 
might lie on the surface for a little time, until the ruts were filled up, and very little 
of that appeared to me ; I was there after a very heavy rain had fallen, and I saw 
nothing of the kind. 

2991. And you saw no part of the road the shape of which would retain the 
water ? — With the exception of where the recent cutting has taken place. 

2992. When did you make this review?— About three weeks ago. 

2993* Do you know the object for which you were employed by Mr. Taylor, to 
make this measurement? — I believe it was to ascertain the expense which they had 
been at in improving the road. 

2994, Did you form an estimate of that expense ? — I did. 

299 . 5 ' Supposing all the cuttings you measured had been made by Mr. Taylor, 
what would have been the amount of outlay which it would have cost him ? — 
0,231/. 10^. for the amount of cutting, and 861/. 6 j. 8 </. for footpaths. 

2996. At what rate did you make that up? — The cuttings were valued 
according to the kind of soil they were composed of, whether of rock or clay. 

2997 ' Did you calculate those cuttings that were made 30 years ago, at the 
same rate of labour which is paid at the present time ? — I made a general allowance 
for the whole. ^ 



2998. Are you not aware the price of labour was cheaper 30 years ago than it is 
a p^iesent.' 1 do not know that it was ; great part of these cuttings was made 
unng the W'ar, when things were much dearer than they are at present; so taking 
the average of the whole value of labour at that time and now, and during tlie 
period they were at work, I conceive the average would be very much what it is at 
present. ■' 

, great complaints have been made by the public of the 

state 01 tliat road r— I have heard some persons have complained of it ; but general 
complaints I never heard. 



3000 Have you been professionally employed in the repairs of roads ?- 1 have 
not in the repairs of them ; but in the laying them out and designing them. 

3001. It you were m the charge of a road, would you conceive that you had 
^rtormed your duty as an engineer if the road was kept in the same state that the 
T too I ‘hint I should do my duty very well if I did; and 

“arheMessirT^Jr"'' ™ 

intrndf" impiession you would be induced to condemn the new system 

th ™P™''™ent of roads in England.?— .[ do not exactly understand 

tne system pursued m England. ^ 

roaSef„V°V° 5 “h^‘'''' Naas Road is made on a better .system than the 
iSerlh on. ° saen?-Some of the roads in England are 

The Holvlip 1 T? P *^6™ ; Others, near the capital, are excellent, 

aona Is fh ‘s an excellent road, because it has been paid for.by the public. 

un ce, tain V “‘i “ < 5 “^ '1°”' 

up, cc tai^y but for general service, I think it is. 

3005. Did you take the levels of the Naas Road ?— I did not. 



3006. Theo 
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3006. Then you cannot state to tlie Committee the rises and falls which exist in Wr. 

that road ? — I knou’, from general practice, that here is no part of it that exceeds Duncan. 

the rise laid down by the Post Road Act, 35th of Geo. III., with the exception of ' 

thehill ofKilcullen, 

3007. Can you state that accurately, not having taken the levels? — No, I only 
stale it from general practice, from my eye, and I think I am correct. 

3008. Are you prepared to state from your knowledge of that road, that no 
part of it exceeds the levels laid down in that Act? — With the exception I have 
mentioned, I think there is not. 



Jovis, 21 ° die Juniiy 1832 . 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chaiu, 



Lord a Member of the Committee ; Examined. 

3009. IS your Lordship acquainted with any Turnpike Trusts in Ireland? — Yes, 
I am well acquainted with the Dublin and Navan Trust; it is my direct road to 
Dublin, and 1 constantly attend the meetings of the trustees. 

3010. Can you give the Committee any information on the state of the Navan 
Road? — I can; I am trustee of the Navan Road, and I have also had to do with 
the repairs of it. 

3011. It is stated in one of the Returns, that your Lordship is a contractor of 
part of the repair of that road? — No, lam not contractor for any part of that 
road, nor do 1 believe that any of the gentlemen whose names are mentioned in 
that Return are contractors either. I think it right to state, that the vvay in which 
that road is repaired is by a subdivision into small portions, which are allotted to 
some of the resident gentry in the neighbourhood. I have two miles under what is 
termed my supervision, and if the Committee wish to know what it costs to repair 
that part, I can give them that information. The material is broken stone ; it costs 
to quarry 2 per load, and to break the stones 3^* P®*" load ; the carriage (gene- 
rally the distance is one mile) ‘^d. per load, and one halfpenny is allowed for filling 
and spreading each load, and so in proportion for the carriage, as it is at a greater 
or nearer distance from the quarry. These rate.s enable a labourer to earn 15 . 
a day, and the horse, dray and driver about 25 . 67 . Ihe loads are of 12 cwt. 
each, and ihe rate of repair per Irish perch amounts to ^s. or 144^- Irish 

mile. ^ m 

3012. How much is there under your Lordship s supervision ? — l wo miles. 

3013. Hoav much do you receive per mile ? — Generally the Board order me from 
40/. to' 50/. a year; they make their orders early in summer, and I advance the 
money to pay the labourers, and I am repaid in the winter months, when the 
Board has money in hand. The Navan Turnpike Trust is very much m debt, and 
durinev the summer months the gentlemen who have undertaken the repairs ot the 
road are generally obliged to make an advance, and I believe that is the reason that 
road has been so subdivided and put under the control of the resident gentiy. 

3014. If vour Lordship receives the40/. or 50I. tor the two miles, who pays the 
difference, amounting to above 20o7?-Itis not paid at all to that part of the road 
The whole distance does not require repair every year; but at the rate at which 
portions of it are repaired it would amount to 144/. a year per mile insli. 

3015. Do not you conceive that sum to be extravagant?— I do, at that distance 

from Dublin. „ ^ 

3016. How many trustees are there in that Trust ?— I do not exactly recollect 

the number ; but the meetings are very well attended. I should think there are 
usually about seven present. .. . ..r. o » 

3017. Do you know the amount of the funds of the Trust?— At present the 
income, I think, is 2,256/., that is, the tolls are let for the present year for that 
sum, and the whole length of the Trust is 23 Irish miles. 

6^5. hh 3018. Do 



Lord 

Killeen, K.7. 



21 June, 
1832. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

2018 Do yoii conceive that there is great mismanagement in the Trust?— I 
would appear as if there must liave been considerable mismanagement in consequence 
of the large debt, l)ut that debt was incurred in making a new line of road of four 
miles in iSiuth in the neighbourhood of Dublin, where the land is very valuable,' 
and was purchased at a high rate, and I am informed one of the causes of making 

this new road was the great distress in 1817. , , ' 

3010. Was that land purchased by the grand jury or by the Irust?— I beheve 
by the Trust, but I was not in Ireland at the period of that purchase. 

3020. What is the amount of debt on the Trust?— The first grant by the Com- 
missioners of the Consolidated Fund was, 

To Navan Road, 11 December 1817 - - f.4.000 

14 July 1818 - - - 2,000 

Total - - - f. 6,000 



Second grant, 24 August 1819 
11 January 1820 
Third grant, 14 October 1823 

Balance now remaining due, 7,143?. 

3021 . What is the rate of interest?— Six per cent., and an application was tnade 
by the Board more than once, to have the rate of interest reduced ; but the Con- 
solidated Fund refused to reduce the rate of interest until the whole arrear of 
interest was cleared off. and they intimated that then they might be ready to reduce 

it to five per cent. t i-i n 

3022. Is the M'hole of the debt owing to the Consolidated rund.^ 1 think all 
that now remains due, except floating debt to persons now employed, is, and it was 
borrowed on the security of the mortgage of the tolls of tlie road. 

3023. Is there a Sinking Fund on that road? — Yes. 

3024. How much? — Six per cent, on the original sum. 

3025. What amount is paid on that Trust for salaries? — The Return will show, 
but I believe about 140/. a year. 

3026. Is your Lordship in the habit of attending the grand jury of the county 
of Meath?-—! am; I have attended the grand jury of the county of Meath for 
several years when I have been in Ireland. 

3027. Were you a member of the grand jury which passed the presentment for 
raising the sum of 300/. to procure an Act of Parliament, the 7th & 8th of 
George IV-., to establish a turnpike on the Ashbourne Road, which passes through 
the county of Meath? — I do not exactly recollect ; and I have not with me the 
county book to show whetlier I was a member of the grand jury or not, but being 
then in Ireland, I rather think I was ; and so much has been said of that present- 
ment, that I beg leave to state what I know of the manner in which it was 
obtained ; When I first took any interest in the local affairs of the county, thete 
was a road called the New Curragha Road, which commenced at Finglass in the 
county of Dublin, and ended at a place called Crick in the county of Meath, 
very near where the village of Ashbourne now stands. I can say, of my own 
knowledge, little of this road, but I believe that it was made less with a view to any 
direct communication with the North of Ireland than as an amendment of the old 
Curragha Road, which was bad and circuitous; and 1 believe it was made by both 
counties, Meath and Dublin, in small detached presentments. In i 8 i 4 ) 

I recollect, the Post-office, at the instance, I believe, of some of the gentlemen 01 
the county of Meath, had a survey of a new line of road made from Crick to 
a point near the town of Slane. An application, by desire of the Post-oflice, was 
made for a presentment to be raised off the county of Meath, to make that line 01 
road ; the sum demanded, as well as I recollect, for the opening of the roac, 
was 10,000/.; at all events it was so large a sum that the presentment w’as 
refused by the grand jury, and a committee was appointed to view the- country 
through which the new road was intended to pass, and also to examine the existing 
road. This Committee, of which I was one, reported against the new line of roa j 
on the ground that the whole of the old road, which was in good repair, and upon 
which tliere was scarcely more than one bill above the Post-office level, must remain 
open ; and that at no point, in a length of about eight miles, was the old road more 
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than half a mile distant from the new intended line, both running parallel to each 
other. At several subsequent assizes this presentment was renewed, and repeatedly 
rejected. At length the grand jury of Meath assented, and the Post-office proposed 
to advance the money, which M’as to be repaid by the county by instalments, as well 
ns I recollect, of about 500/. per annum. I was not in Ireland when the road was 
made, but on my return in 1 82 1 , I found it completed, and the village of Ashbourne 
built. The expense of keeping this road in repair, and also the subsequent improve^ 
tnents on the Drogheda line, cost the county of ileath, independent of the original 
expenditure in opening it, about 1 ,500 /. a year ; and one year, I am informed, above 
2,000/. ; and being a mail-coach road, the amount was levied not off the baronies 
through which it passed, but off the county at large. This caused great complaints 
on the part of the landholders and cess-payers in the county, and at length the grand 
jury were obliged, so frequent were the complaints, to turn in their minds how it 
was possible to relieve the county from this burden. In 1824, at Lent Assizes, a 
committee of the grand jury was appointed to cause “ an application to be made 
“ to Parliament for an Act to authorize the establishment of Tolls on the Roads 
“ from Dublin to Drogheda, by Ashbourne, between the boundary of the county of 

Dublin, near the seven milestone, and Drogheda ; and from Dublin to Slane, by 
‘‘ Ashbourne, between the said boundary of the county of Dublin and the centre of the 
“ Bridge of Slane.” At summer assizes, 1824, I find, that a presentment was made 
of 300/. for the purpose of having “ an application made to Parliament for an Act 
“ to authorize the establishment of Tolls on the roads from Dublin to Drogheda, by 
“ Ashbourne, between the boundary of the county of Dublin, near the seven mile- 
“ stone and Drogheda ; and from Dublin to Slane, by Ashbourne, between the said 
“ boundary of the county of Dublin and the centre of the Bridge of Slane j” and in 
case they should fail In procuring such Bill, then to endeavour to obtain such Act as 
they shall be of opinion will be most consistent with the interests of the county. 
In 1 826, an application was made to Parliament for an Act, but it was opposed by 
Mr. Bourne; and in 1827 a second application was made, which was successful, 
and the Act called the 7th & 8th of George the Fourth was accordingly obtained in 
the year 1827, since which the road to Slane and Drogheda, by Ashbourne, has been 
made a turnpike road. 

3028. By.whom was the first application for the Act made? — By the grand jury 
of the county of Meath. 

3029. Who made the application in the name of the grand jury? — That I do 
not recollect; there was a general desire to be rid of the expense of repairs, but 
Mr. Singleton, who was a leading member of the grand jury and an intelligent 
magistrate, and took a great interest in the affairs of the county, was the chief 
manager, and he was the most active person on die committee which was appointed 
by the grand jury to obtain the Act. 

3030. On what grounds did Mr. Bourne object to the first Act? — Because 
Mr. Bourne had a vested right in the Ciirragha Trust, which, through the county 
of Dublin, was part of the Ashbourne ; he had, I think, 24 or 25 years of his lease 
of the Curragha Trust unexpired. 

3031. Did Mr. Bourne oppose the second application to Parliament? — I believe 
hot. 

3032. On what grounds did he withdraw his opposition? — There was an arrange- 
tnent made between the committee and him, by which three or four miles of the 
road situate in the county of Meath were given over to him, and the other division, 
now called the Northern Division, remained in the hands of the new trustees, who 
were resident gentlemen of the county of Meath. 

3033* What advantage did that give to Mr. Bourne to induce him to withdraw 
his opposition? — It prevented the county of Meath putting a second gate between 
the boundary of the county of Meath and his town of Ashbourne, which it would 
have been impossible to avoid, on account of the great length from the boundary of 
the county to the bridge of Slane, which is about 1 5 Irish miles, where one pay-gate 
would have been insufficient. 

. 3034. Then it was in order to benefit the town of Ashbourne, which was 
Mr. Bourne’s property, that induced him to withdraw his opposition to what was 
considered a public benefit to the county ot Meath? — No, I think it wa^ this; the 
county of Meath were very anxious to get rid of the annuity of 1,500/. a year, 
entailed by the repairs of the road ; they found that Mr. Bourne, if he persevered 
in his opposition, would prevent their obtaining the Act of Parliament ; and i believe 
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it Wfl.s considcrsd the wisest course to come to a compromise with Mr. Bourne 
and to allow him to have as long a lease of the new Trust ns he had of the old 
Curragha Trust. 

3035. Can you state to the Committee how the expense of that Act of Parlia- 
ment was defrayed; was it by a subscription from among the grand jurors them- 
selves, or by a levy oft' the rate-payers of the county? — I have stated already that it 
was by the presentment made in the summer assizes of 1824, which presentment 
was not paid till the summer of 1827, and therefore must have remained a respited 
query in the treasurer’s hands for those three years. 

3036. When was the money raised? — -The money appears to have been raised m 
the summer assizes of 1824. 

3037. Then the money lay without interest in the hands of the treasurer from 
the summer of .1824 to the summer of 1827?— Unquestionably the sum of 300/. 
must have lain in the treasurer’s hands for those three years ; subsequently it was 
found necessary to make a second presentment, as far as I recollect, of about 95^., 
which second presentment was levied under the 7th & Sth of George iv. ch. 66. 

3038. Can you state to the Committee under what Act of Parliament the sum of 
300?. was levied oft' the county? — No, I cannot at present; it is customary, and 
has been for the last five or six years, to put at the foot of each presentment the Act 
under M’hich the presentment is made ; but in 1 824 that was not the custom . I think 
grand juries now are much more circumspect than they used to be ; but the fact is, 
that the county considered it such a benefit to get rid of the great expense of the 
repair of this road, which was of no local advantage, that every body w-as glad to get 
rid of it on such advantageous terms. 

3039. Do not the members of the grand jury take an oath not to present that which 
is not presentable, that is to say, not to make a presentment for which they have not 
got the authority of an Act of Parliament ? — They do, but 1 never heard the question 
raised ; but the presentment was made in 1824, and fiated by the Judge. 

3040. Is the regulation to which your Lordship alludes, of placing at the end of 
presentments the Act under which the sum is levied, a regulation introduced by Act 
of Parliament since the year 1 824, or did it exist by law previous to that time ? — 
I am not quite certain, but at present the Judges make it a rule to insist on this 
regulation ; and I know that for the last four or five years it has been usually 
adopted. 

3041. Does not your Lordship think that the system of road-making by detached 
presentments is liable to very considerable expenditure and abuse ? — I am quite sure 
of it; I think it is one of the great evils which we have had hitherto to contend with 
under the grand jury system. 

3042. Your Lordship stated that the sum allowed for two miles of road on the 
Navan Road was about 40/. a year, therefore the expenditure must in all years be 
confined to that sum ? — I stated that usually there was an order made for my 
portion of the road of about 40 /. a year; my division is at some distance from 
Dublin ; but I know that nearer 16 Dublin they allow much more, and indeed it 
is absolutely necessary, from the greater intercourse and trafiic on the road. 

3043* I*^ 'vhat state of repair is the road generally? — That part near Dublin is 
not very good; the part near Navan, at the other extremity, is in very good repair. 

3044. What class of persons are emplo3‘ed in the repair of this road? — There are 
two paid supervisors ; they report every month to the trustees the repairs which 
they consider necessary, and according to their report orders are made in the 
trustees book for sums of money empowering the gentlemen who have subdivi- 
sions of the road under their management to set labourers to work and repair the 
road. 

3045* Are the paid overseers professional persons, or common farmers of the 
country? I think one of them is a road surveyor, and with regard to the others 
1 am not quite certain. 

3046. Does your Lordship think 'that the system which you have described is 
the best that can be devised for continuing the repair of the leading roads in Ire- 
think that the system adopted on the Navan Road is certainly not the 
best, because it is quite dear that very few resident gentlemen are either competent 
ju ges, or if so, are able to devote a sufficient portion of their time to look into the 
I etaus or repairing the road; and therefore except those who are constantly resident 
on the spot, it must very much beTeft to their deputies and others. 

3047. Can 
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3047. Can your Lordship state who the Judge was who presided at the county- 
assizes of Meath, and fiated the presentment to raise the sum of 300/. to obtain 
the Act of Parliament to establish turnpikes on the Ashbourne Road ? — I have not 
the county book of 1824 here, therefore I cannot exactly say. The Judges who 
usually went the Home Circuit were the Chief Justice of the King’s Bench and 
the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas ; and my impression is, it being at sum- 
mer assizes, that the Judge was the then Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
•Lord Norbury. 

3048. Has your Lordship observed, in your experience as grand juror, that the 
Clerk of the Crown is the person who goes through the presentments in the presence 
of the Judge, many of which presentments the Judge does not hear read, and cannot 
be able to form an opinion whether they are legal presentments or not? — I have 
observed that some of the Judges are much more exact than others, but recently, 
since the regulation which obliges grand juries to state the Act under which a pre- 
sentment is made, I think the Judge confines himself merely to seeing whether 
that has been complied with, because the time is so extremely limited, that 
the form of hating presentments must necessarily be done in a very great hurry. 

3049. Is your Lordship a trustee of the Ashbourne Road ? — I am a trustee of 
both divisions of the Ashbourne Road ; I am an acting trustee on the Northern 
Division, and I consider myself merely a nominal trustee on the Southern Division, 
which, pending Mr. Bourne’s lease, is considered to be his private property. 

3050. Do you consider, as trustee of the Southern Division, that you have any 
effective control over Mr. Bourne?— I have never attended a single meeting, 
and have never been summoned to one ; therefore I should not consider that 
I have much right to interfere : at the same time, if a complaint were made to me of 
Mr. Bourne’s conduct, I should feel myself warranted in attending a meeting of the 



Board. 

3051. Your Lordship has heard many complaints before this Committee of the 
state of the Southern Division of the Ashbourne Road ; is it your opinion that those 
complaints are well founded, to the extent to whicli they have been inade? — 

I do not think either division of the Ashbourne Road so good as they might be. 

I always considered that the road was too flat in the centre ; and having been made 
orioinally, as I have stated to the Committee, in small detached presentments,^ it has 
nofbeen taken in the best line it might have gone; for instance, in one case it runs 
straight over a hill, instead of going round it. 

3052. How is the Northern Division of that road managed? — ihe Northern 

Division is managed by trustees who meet usually every second month, and the 
meetings are very well attended ; I have never seen less than six, and at the last 
meeting I attended when I was in Ireland there were fifteen trustees present ; it was 
on the occasion of the trustees letting the tolls. , , 

3053. Are there any exemptions from ' toll in favour of agricultural produce on 
either the Northern or the Southern Division of the Ashbourne Road ?~I have 
<»ot a list from the secretary of the Northern Division, in which are recited the 
Exemptions under the Act of the 7th & Sth of George IV., and also further 
exemptions made by order of the trustees. The tolls are now let for the first time, 
and the lessee took the tolls subject to those exemptions. If the Committee wish, 
I will read them ; the exemptions under the Act are, — 

» All horses traveliina fv»* hhe, drawing or having drawn any post-chaise, or such like 
•carriage, for which any toll shall have been paid at any pay-gate on llus division, shall on 
returning before nine o’clock on the following morning, unless in case oi a fresh hiring, 
be permitted to pass toll-free, although such horse, chaise or other carnage shall no have 
passed through such pay-uale on tiie same day. No loll shall be paid or demanded for 
any horses 0I' soldiers on 'their march or on duly, or for any carnages, horses or beasts 
employed in carrying the arms or baggage of such soldiers, or returning back empty horn 
carryibg the same, m- for any carriage, or the horses or other ctiUle drawing the same, which 
shall be employed in conveying any ordnance, barrack, commissanat or olhei public stoies 
of or belon-ine to His Majesty, or to and for ihe use of His Majestys forces; nor tor 
any horse furnished by or tor any person or persons belonging to any corps of yeomanry 
•or volunteer cavalry lespeclively, and rode by them, nor carnages conveying volunteer 
infantry in going to or returning from ilie place appointed for and on the days of service, 
provided tlmt such person or persons be dressed in ihe uiufor.n of their respective corps and 
have their arms, furniture and accoiuremenls according to llie regulations provided for such 
corps respectively at the time of claiming such exemptions ; nor f or any horse 01 caiuage 
used by or con^ying any constable or policeman, or any magistrate commanding and 
accompanying such constable or policemen, provided that such horse or carnage be nsed by 
'sucli magistrate, constable or policeman while on duty, and that such constable or policeman 
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be dressed in his proper iiuiforoi and accomrements at the lime of claiming such 
exemptions as aforesaid 5 nor for cars, carts or drays employed in drawing gravel, stones 
or other materials for the use of this road, or for the repair of any public road in the parishes 
through which the said road passes.” 

Exemptions by the Board are, — 

« That all persons passing to and from their parish churches and chapels on Sundays, or 
going to find returning from divine service on hoiydays of obligation, shall pass eacli gate 
within their parish toil-free; that the parochial elergy may pass each gate within ilieir 
parisli free of toll; that tlie apothecary and other medical attendant of any dispensary 
shall pass thraugh each gate within his district toll-free; that all police constables pass free 
when on duty ; that cattle, merely going from one part of a farm to another part of the same 
farm, shall not, on being obliged to pass throiigli a tollgate, be liable to toll at such gate • 
that carts, cars, &c. drawn by asses, shall be only subject to half the toll chargeable by the 
Act for each ass ; that carts, drays or cars, although less than three indies in the shoeing of 
the wheels, be allowed to pass on payment of 4d. sterling for each horse drawing same; 
that all horses and other cattle driving to or from town parks he allowed to pass free of 
toll; that all carts, carriages, &c. travelling the Naul or Beaumore line of road be allowed 
to pass the Drogheda Gate on paying half the toll payable on the direct Ashbourne line; 
and horses and mules on payment of \d, each.” 

The reason of this last is, that the Ashbourne Road drops in at Drogheda into 
the old Naul Road, and that one turnpike-gate answers for both, 

“ That all persons living between Levinga’s Bridge and the turnpike-gate at Drogheda 
may pass through said gate on payment of half the toll at present chargeable under the 
orders of the Board of Trustees; that the trustees, going to or returning from the Board on 
the days of meeting, pass free; that the officers of the road, and all persons appointed for 
the repairing thereof, shall be allowed to pass free of toll ; and if any person shall obtain or 
take the benefit of any of the exemptions aforesaid, not being emiiied thereto, he shall 
forfeit any sum not exceeding 40s., nor less than 10s., at the discretion of the justice before 
.whom such offender shall be convicted.” 

That is under a clause in the Act. 

3054. What is the amount of the funds of the last year on the Northern Division 
of the Ashbourne Road? — The incorne of the road at present is as follows : Tolls, 
as taken by the lessee, 892 1 . ; mail and stage coaches, which are reserved by the 
trustees, 401/. 4A’.; Mr. Joseph M'Cann’s composition, 10/., and Mr. Duignan’s 
composition, 1/. 55.; the total makes 1,304/. qa., and that sum is now to be 
appropriated to the repair of about 20| miles Irish measure. 

3055* What is the amount of salary on that Northern Division ? — The amount of 
salary on that northern line was exceedingly high ; but now, since the tolls have 
been let, the trustees have got rid of the turnpike-gate keepers, and I understand 
that it is in contemplation also to abolish the office of treasurer, so that the salaries 
will remain at probably 120/. or 130/. 

3056. Who is to discharge the duties of the treasurer at present? — The money 
IS to be lodged in the bank by the lessee of the tolls monthly. 

3057- "Would you not recommend that system to be pursued in all the Turnpike 
Trusts ? It is done in the two Trusts I know ; the Navan and Ashbourne. 

305b. Do you believe that system to be general in all turnpike roads ? — I do not 
know. 

3059. Are the roads with which you are best acquainted managed as well as 
you think they might be managed? — I think, as far as attendance and attention. of 
trustees, that they are very well managed ; but I must say, that I think the general 
system defective, and the subdivision upon the Navan Road into districts which 
are allotted to country gentlemen is not a good mode of carrying on repairs; that 
practice does not obtain so much, I think, upon the Ashbourne line, which is 
a newer road. 

3060- How are damages for quarries valued and paid for? — The mode generally 
hdopted is to have the quantity of ground required measured, and then two persons 
are appointed to value the same at an acreable rent afterwards, according to the 
lease of the party occupying; they either give from seven to fourteen years’ pur- 
C lase tor his interest or pay an annual rent. I know an instance where for half 
a rood of ground a person receives i2a. 6 d per annum, and in another case 3 ^> 
per acre is paid, 

3061, What would your Lordship recommend as the remedy for the deficiencies 
comp ained of in the present system of road management in Ireland? — I think it 
■WQU d be very desirable to have more uniformity in the system, because at present 
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the trustees are, I may say, almost evanescent ; one set attend on one occasion, 
another upon another, and very often what is done at one meeting is undone by the 
subsequent meeting. 

3062. Would your Lordship recommend a consolidation of the Turnpike Trusts 
of Ireland for the purpose of placing them under the management of a Board who 
should be responsible to Parliament for their conduct of the Trust ? — I should think 
it desirable to do so, at the same that I think it not desirable to deprive the gentry 
who reside in Ireland of all control over public works, and consequently of an induce- 
ment to take a part in the local management of the affairs of the country, and to 
reside in it. 

3063. How are the labourers paid generally upon the Navan line ? — I believe upon 
the Navan Road that they are paid either in money or in meal, during the summer 
season, which is advanced, I believe, by the gentlemen who undertake the repairs^ 
and repaid to them in the following winter, according to the means of the Board. 

3064. There are some instances of persons not being able to advance that money ; 
in what way are the labourers then paid ; do the men give credit till the following 
winter when the money is issued ? — Very often small sums are paid upon account ; 
for instance, 40 may be ordered one month to be expended, and at the next 
meeting perhaps 15/. or 20/. are paid on account of that sum. 

3065. Are you aware whether grand juries are in the habit of applying for Acts 
of Parliament? — I know that in the county of Meath a committee was appointed 
for the purpose of applying to Parliament for an Act to authorize the establishment 
of tolls on the road from Navan to Cavan, which is a continuation of the road called 
the Navan Trust ; but I am aware that they have not made any application to Par- 
liament for that purpose. 

3066. Is not the impression general among the trustees of turnpike roads, that 
their present system of management is defective; does your Lordship conceive that 
they would object to giving up the management of those roads to a public Boards 
if they conceived that the public advantage would be promoted by it? — I am quite 
sure that they would not. 

3067. Then you conceive that the advantage to be derived from establishing 
a public Board is greater than is now derived from having the inspection of trustees? 
— I think that the advantage resulting from the establishment of a general Board 
would be having a uniform system, and also having professional persons employed, 
besides getting rid of the large amount of salaries, which are absolutely necessary 
to be paid from having so many small detached Trusts of inconsiderable length, 

3068. Do you not conceive that a considerable saving could be effected upon the 
gross amount of toils now collected in Ireland by adopting a general system of 
management ? — I feel confident economy must be the result, hut I must state that 
the Consolidated Fund have showed no inclination to take possession of the tolls of 
the Navan Road, which is a proof that they do not consider it to be badly managed 
in its present hands. 

3069. Must not a road be badly managed on which so large an amount of arrear 
of interest has accrued with funds so ample as those on the Navan Trust? — The 
funds, till this year, I fancy, averaged about 1,800/., which is nothing like 100/. 
a mile ; then they have interest to pay upon 9,000/., and a Sinking Fund, and the 
salaries ; so that I believe there does not remain more than about 50/. a mile to be 
expended on the road. An offer was made to a contractor at 50/. a mile, and he 
refused to take it. 

3070. The general rate of interest paid by Turnpike Trusts to the Consolidated 
Fund is six per cent.; does not your Lordship suppose that if the Trusts were 
placed under a Government Board, and greater security afforded by an improved 
management, money could be borrowed from private individuals at a less rate of 
interest? — I dare say it might, and I have heard that the Consolidated Fund, in 
some instances, have lent money at a lower rate of interest than six per cent.; but 
I know this, that the Navan Road ought to pay six per cent., and that the Consoli- 
dated Fund have not been willing to avail themselves of their mortgage and take 
possession of the tolls. 

3071. Where the Consolidated Fund requires a greater interest from one Trust 
than from another, ,it is taking into account the difference of security in the two 
cases ; if all the Trusts were consolidated and the security made equally good on all, 
they would be induced to take a lower rate of interest ? — I think they very likely 
would, and I know that there is a very great disposition in Ireland, as the Com- 
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mittee must be aware from the Evidence of other Witnesses, to have a consolidation 
of Trusts; but I myself should not go the length of saying that all the turnpike 
roads of Ireland should be consolidated for the purpose of being placed under the 
control of the Board now existing, called “ the Board of Works.” 

3072. Your Lordship is aware that on the Holyhead Hoad a certain number of 
unpaid commissioners were appointed to act in concert with the trustees of the 
different Trusts, and that in progress of time the trustees, seeing their management 
so superior to the management of the trustees, consented to hand over the manage- 
ment of that road to the commissioners ; do not you suppose that under similar 
circumstances the trustees of roads in Ireland would be inclined to do the same- 
thing?— I dare say they would, but I think the state of the Holyhead Road and 
the leading roads in England can scarcely be compared with that of the leading 
roads in Ireland ; in fact, I conceive one of the great evils of road-making in Ire- 
land is, that, in consequence of the poverty existing, public works are made sub- 
servient to employment, and not labour made subservient to the advancement of 
public works as effectually as it ought to be. We employ the poor in making roadsj 
whether turnpike or grand jury roads, in the summer months entirely, in a great 
degree from motives of charity; and during the winter months the roads are totally 
abandoned; whereas in England, at every season of the year, when you travel, you> 
see persons employed in repairing the roads, which are never allowed to get into 
that state of want of repair in which they are allowed to fall in Ireland, and the 
persons employed appear to be peculiarly fftted and instructed for the purpose. 

3073. Is your Lordship aware that complaints were made of the state of roads 
formerly in England, and that by the introduction of a better system of manage- 
ment by Mr. Macadam, he has reduced the expense on roads, and decreased the 
amount of labour? — I have heard so, and I do not see why the Irish roads should 
not be made equally good as the English, because their materials are as good, and 
the facilities of making them better. 

3074. Under the present system of management, wliat class of persons are con- 
cerned in the repair of roads in Ireland ? — Generally speaking, the acting overseer, 
as he is termed, is a small farmer, a person holding so much land as to place him 
above the labourer, and so little as not to afford him sufficient occupation, and 
almost invariably with very little professional knowledge. 

3075. Are many of them, or have you known any that have been brought up in 
the school of practical engineering? — None of that class I have known ; those who^ 
were called district supervisors are rather a superior class, and are termed road 
surveyors, and have occasionally some knowledge of engineering. 

3076. Are the labourers employed the common labourers of the country, or 
persons who have any knowledge of the improved implements and machinery 
which are introduced for the improvement of roads? — They are generally the 
common labourers of the country, and I should say the worst labourers, because 
they are the people vvho cannot find employment with private gentlemen, and who 
are taken in, I think, in many instances, more from charity than with a view to 
improve the roads. 

3077. ^ Do not you consider that if the management of the great turnpike lines of 
communication were placed under scientific control, they would, under their super- 
intendence, and under their direction, and the workmen acting efficiently in the 
repair of the roads, all be of an improved' description ? — Unquestionably. 

3078. And would not the immediate consequence be a more economical mode of 
executing the work, and a greater perfection in the work when executed ? — I should' 
say so, certainly. 

Does not your Lordship suppose, that an improved system of road-making 
being established on the leading roads in Ireland, would tend greatly to improve the 
system under grand juries ?— I think it would ; 1 should be very glad if all the lead- 
ing roads were made turnpike roads. I consider it the most equitable way to repair 
a road by those who use it, but I should not go so far as to say that cross roads 

should be taken from under the control of grand juries. - ' “ 

When labourers are paid by truck instead of money, do you consider that 
they get the articles at a fair price? — I believe it is usual for the overseer of a division 
ot road to lay in a stock of meal at the commencement of the year; if he is able him- 
sell to pay for it, probably the labourers get it at a fair rate ; but generally speaking; 
the overseer is not able to pay for it; he is obliged himself to get credit from the 
meal-dealer, and consequently thelabourers do not ufider these circumstances get it 
at the lairest and cheapest rate. 

3081. Has 
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3081. Has your Lordship ever heard or known of an instance of persons getting a 
contract on a turnpike road, or a presentment on a county road, purchasing up meal 
at a low rate in the winter months, giving it to the labourers at a high rate in the 
summer months, and making an additional charge for the interest of the money for 
the time they are out of pocket, before they receive it from the grand jury or from the 
Trust? — I know no instance myself of it, but I have no doubt that the circumstance 
occurs every clay. It is quite notorious that the dealers in meal arc persons generally 
possessed of some money ; then they purchase corn during the winter months when 
oats arc cheap, and having some capital they are able to hold over till the summer ; 
and then they sell the meal upon credit at a very high rate. 

3082. Would you approve of the general consolidation of Trusts, under a Board ? 
— I should approve of it ; 1 think the feeling in favour of it is very general in Ireland, 
and the only difficulty I see in dealing with it would be, to secure to those persons 
who are now lessees of turnpike roads the interest that they now have, or to make 
them some equivalent compensation. 



29“ fh‘e Junii, 1832 . 



R. MORE O’FERRALL, ESQUIRE, in the Chaik. 



Augustus Godly, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

3083. WHAT office do you hold in the Irish Post-Office? — Secretary. 

3084. Have you heard any complaints, since you have been in the Dublin Post- 
office, on the state of the roads? — Several. 

3085. Has it been an objection on the part of the mail contractors, when ap- 
plied to to increase the speed of the mails, that they could not do so on account of 
tlie bad state of the roads? — They have made the state of the roads one of the 
objections ; it is a difficulty. 

3086. Have you heard the contractors say, that if the roads were brought to 
the same state of improvement as the roads in England, they would be able to work 
■the mails at the same rate per mile within the hour? — I have heard them say, they 
could increase the speed at less expense to themselves. 

3087. Suppose the roads were improved, and the consequent vvear and tear of 
coaches diminished, do you suppose you could get the contracts for carrying the 
mails at a lower rate than at present? — In some instances we could. ^ 

3088. What is the amount of the surplus revenue of the Post-office of Ireland ? 
— i should think that this year it w’ould amount to 1 20,000/. 

3089. What is the amount of tolls paid by the Post-office in Ireland?— 
About 6,000/. 

3090. You are aware that a very small proportion of the mail roads of Ireland 
-receive toll from mail-coaches ?— I believe a very small proportion of them. 

3091. In the event of the roads of Ireland being consolidated, and placed under 
the management of a public board, do you conceive that the revenue of the Post- 
office could afford to pay toll on all the mail roads which are not now turnpike?— 
There is a much greater surplus revenue than, I presume, would be required for it. 

3092. Do you not conceive that, if the intercourse by post were considerably 

improved, it would cause such an increased correspondence as to compensate, 
jn some measure, the amount of revenue which would be deducted by paying an 
increased toll?~ln some measure, certainly. c, 1 , i. • 1 j 

3093. Are you aware of what was the course taken in Scotland, at the period ot 
the improvement of the Turnpike Trusts, with regard to the payment of toll on 
mails? — I was not in Scotland at the time. 

3094. Was any additional charge placed on letters, in order to contribute a larger 
sum to the repair of the roads, by the Post-office?— An additional halfpenny upon 
every letter conveyed by a mail-coach. 

3095. Did you find any inconvenience in the charge of a halfpenny r — It was 
very inconvenient, because letters conveyed by mail-coaches only were liable to the 
'charge, and it introduced fractions into all the extensive accounts. 

3006. Does that arrangement continue up to the present time?— It does. 

C4.5; ‘I 3097- Would 
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3097. Would you recommend any means which would render the aclditiobal 
charge less onerous to the Post-office in keeping the accounts?— It should, bo 
an even sum ; an additional penny would be easily collected, and the account easily 
kept. 

3098. At the period the additional halfpenny was imposed on letters in Scotland’ 

was there a surplus revenue in the Scottish Post-office ? — Yes. ' 

3099. How much did it amount to? — I think about 1 80,000 1 . a year. 

3 1 00. The surplus revenue ? — The net revenue ; it was not the surplus revenue. 

3101. What was the surplus revenue? — The surplus revenue I do not recollect* 
the net payment into the Exchequer was about 30,000/. each quarter. 

. 3102. What is the amount paid by the Post-office in Scotland for toll ? — Between 
15,000?. and 16,000/. a year. 

3103. What was the amount paid at the period the halfpenny a iettt'r was put 
on? — I do not recollect what the amount actually paid was, but the estimate I re* 
collect was about 9,000/. a year. 

3104. Plow has it increased since to 15,000/.? — By the trustees of the turnpike 
roads increasing their tolls on mail-coaches. 

3105. Does a halfpenny a letter pay the increase ? — The halfpenny a letter, as 
far as our calculation could make it out, does not amount to 6,000/. a year. 

3106. Do you conceive that at the period the halfpenny a letter was put on, it 
was in consequence of the surplus revenue of the Scottish Post-office not beinf; 
sufficient to contribute to the toll without putting on this additional tax on letters?— 
I do not conceive that to be the reason ; there was a sufficient surplus revenue to 
pay, but the additional halfpenny was put on to meet the additional expense. 

3107. Taking the -proportion between the two surplus revenues of Scotland and 

Ireland, could not the Irish Post-office revenue better afford to contribute an in- 
creased toll to the repair of roads than the Scottish revenue ? — 1 hardly know how 
to answer the question ; there would he a great deal more than I presume would be 
required for the purpose. ^ 

3108. Do you conceive that the Post-office would ultimately derive a benefit 
equivalent to the increased toll ?— Not equivalent. 

3109. Do you not suppose that the revenue- generally, from the increased inter- 
course that would take place on better roads, would make up for the deficiency that 
increase of toll would cause in the Post-office revenue ? — The revenue generally 

would increase, but I cannot say as to what amount. ■ ' 

3110. Can you state what the state of the roads in Scotland was previous to the 
increased toll 011 mail-coaches being applied, to the roads, compared with what the 
ptate of the roads in Scotland is at present ? — 1 know the state of the roads in 
Scotland generally to be very good, but the Act imposing a toll on mail-coaches 
passed some years before I went into Scotland, and the roads were at that time very 
much improved. 

• V’ learn what the state of the roads was at the 

time the additional toll was imposed, and how far that toll contributed to their pve- 
.senc state ? I have no doubt that toll contributed very much to their present state, 
because the trustees were prevented by the Act from farming that part of the toll; 
they were compelled to receive it themselves ; it was not included in the sum for 
which the tolls were farmed. 



3112, Have you found that the revenue of the Post-office of Scotland has in- 
creased progressively through the improvement of the roads?— It has increased 
progressively, and there is certainly a considerable increase upon it since 1822. 
u experienced any complaints from the mercantile interest when 

the additional halfpenny M'as imposed ?— None, 

' 31 M* , you conceive that if the post communication of Ireland was improved 
by better roads, that there would be considerable objection on the part of the pubOc 
to an additional charge of one penny per letter, applicable to the repair of roads ?— 
d think not Irom the commercial towns, if the roads w'ere repaired in consequence, 
so as 0 a mit an accelerated speed in the conveyance of mails. 

T V many instances in which the speed could be accelerated in 

■Ireland, it, the roads were brought to a perfect state?— I should think there are; 
1 have no absolute_ knowledge of that ; I have never travelled in Ireland. 

31 ‘0. lias there not been lately an inquiry into how far the speed of the mails 
*** can be accelerated. — Only partially; it is about to be inquired into. 

3 d other instances when au inquiry took place, has not the objection been 
always made to the state.of tl,e roads ?,-Ia most instances. 

■ . 3118. Can 
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3118. Can you form any calculation as to \vhat is produced in Scotland by a ylugustus GodLii, 
halfpenny per letter, and what a penny would produce in Ireland ? — Forming a cal- 

culation as to what is produced in Scotland by the additional halfpenny, supposing ^ 
it to be about 6,ooo^. a year, taking the revenue of the Post-office in Ireland to be 
within a few thousands a year the same, it may be supposed that a penny a letter 
would produce 12,000/. a year. 

3119. Do you believe that commercial intercourse in Ireland is of so much 
value that the parties interested would willingly submit to an additional halfpenny 
per letter to accelerate the mails ? — I think they would submit to it if they had an 
equivalent accelerated conveyance- 

3120. Are all the roads in Scotland travelled by mails turnpike roads? — All of 
them, except in the county of Inverness. 

3121. Are you aware of the sum charged for carrying a letter twenty-six Irish 
miles previous to the change of currency? — I believe it was 5 d. 

3122. Are you aware that that 5^/. is now charged in British currency ? — Yes. 

3 1 23. Then the difference of eight and a third per cent, is now paid to the funds 
of the Post-office more than was paid in Ireland previous to the change of currency '? 

—Yes. 

31 24. Do you think it advisable that eight and a quarter per cent, should be paid 
to the roads, for the purpose of accelerating the mails ? — It is matter of opinion. 

3125. You have stated the revenue of the Post-office to be 120,000/. a year; in 
British currency, we are to presume? — Yes. 

3126. Since your appointment as secretary of the Post-office, have any com- 
plaints been made by you, or persons in your department, to any of the Turnpike 
Trusts in Ireland, on the state of the roads? — I think there are several instances of 
our complaining to the grand juries ; I think we have addressed some complaints to 
the grand juries, but I do not recollect the particular roads. 

3127. Is there any portion of the communication in the South of Ireland in 
which you find great difficulty in the transmission of the mails, in consequence of 
the Trust having expired, and its renewal being opposed ? — Yes, between Limerick 
and Jinnis ; if the road continues to go out of repair, and becomes worse than it 
was last winter, it is probable we shall be compelled to take the mail-coach oft the 
road entirely. 

3128. Do you recollect the grand juries you have memorialized ? — No, I do not; 

I think 1 applied to a grand jury on some part of the Derry Road, in consequence 
of a bridge which was in a very dangerous state. It was a bridge near Omagh ; 
there was a large hole in the middle of it; there was a great difficulty in getting the 
coach over the road. 

3129. In what county? — Tyrone, I believe. 
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